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The current clashes between government security forces and armed elements (reported to be AQAP) started on September 18 in the 
village of Al-Hauta. The number of casualties (both civilian and of fighters) is unknown, but air strikes have been reported.  
 
The clashes have caused a large number of displaced people, although the numbers are still unclear. Unconfirmed report claims that up 
to 5,000 people have fled to neighboring villages and Azzan town although some reports claim the number can be even higher. The 
total number of inhabitants in Al-Hauta is approximately 7180 persons according to 2004 statisitc governmental report.. Due to the 
security situation, access to the area is still denied by the authorities, so no assessment teams have been able to enter. The access is 
further complicated by the fact that the road between Al-Hauta and Mayfa’a town is closed due to the fighting. The road from Mayfa’a 
to Azzen is still open, but it is not known if it is open after Azzen. 
 
The national NGO Society for Human Solidarity (SHS) is present in Al Azem and has confirmed that several thousands are displaced 
and currently hosted with families, or in public buildings or school.  The local authorities have recorded more that 500 IDP families 
and this figure keeps growing.  
 

 
The main needs for the displaced persons are food and NFIs. Also, Mayfa’a is suffering from water scarcity and the additional burden 
of the influx of IDPs can affect the hosting communities. 
 
The government has begun distribution of rice and flour to the IDPs and so far more than 400 people have received rations. While 
there seems to be adequate medical personnel in Azzan they lack medicines.  UNHCR has requested SHS to dispatch its doctor from 
the MRC Center to meet with health authorities to establish needs. UN Agencies are responding to needs by arranging for distribution 
of NFIs and food to 500 families, including hygiene kits, blankets, plastic mats and high protein biscuits. 
 
WFP, UNICEF and UNHCR already have some stock pre-positioned in Mayfa’a, such as hygiene and school kits, as well as 
therapeutic food for the affected population and additional stocks can be mobilized from Aden or Sana’a. UNICEF is also working on 
arrangements for water trucking.  
 

 
The HC met with senior government to discuss the ongoing situation. Following this meeting, it was agreed that  joint UN team will 
ccompany designated Shabwa authorities in an assessment of the IDP status and needs in Azzan.  The visit will take place on 
Thursday 23 September. 
 
In the interim, UN Agencies will preposition assistance in Mayfaa pending the outcome of the assessment to facilitate timely 
distribution as required. The preparedness response consist of assisting up to 500 families with   NFI, Hygiene kits food rations for 15 
days to complement the government assistance.  All agencies have agreed for NGO SHS to transport items to Mayfaa. To note that the 
GOY disputes the initial needs as identified by local NGOs in Azzan. 
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I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• Reported clashes between security forces and armed elements in Al-Hauta village of Mayfa’a district (Shabwah 
governorate) have caused a number of displaced people. 

• Unconfirmed report claim that 90 % of the population have fled the area toward neighboring villages and the town of 
Azzan after security forces have stormed the area 

• Schools in the area have been closed and some of them have been requisitioned for hosting the displaced population 
which is jeopardizing the beginning of the school year for several thousand children 

• Scarcity of drinking water is a major concern 
 

II. Situation Overview 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

IV. Coordination and Preparedness’ 

VI. Contact 
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