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By Randa Jamal 

After decades of turmoil, sanctions and occupa-
tion, Iraqi children are in the peculiar situation of 
having lived through destruction, violence and 
death. Yet, children are the future of the world, 
the upcoming decision makers, those who will 
mold policies and move the world forward. In 
order for them to be key players, they must have 
privileges and be at the forefront of the empow-
erment agenda of governments throughout the 
world.  

On the occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), 
Sikander Khan, head of the UNICEF office in 
Iraq, shared what he perceives as pivotal to im-
proving the situation of Iraq’s children, after hav-
ing spent an entire year in the country. He views 
that the implementation of the CRC needs to be 
systematically instituted to attain the highest 
standards for the well-being of children.  

Bringing this commitment to children in the 
country he is serving, Khan says, “Post- 2003 
Iraq is at an intersection and with the transition 
there is an explicit commitment by the entire 
Iraqi society for a better future through the coun-
try’s children”. The CRC is a reminder at every 
level of the duty to invest and to generate hu-
man capital to help Iraq move forward.  

UNICEF marked the 20th Anniversary of adopt-
ing the CRC throughout Iraq’s Governorates, by 
helping identify important areas of action focus-
ing on children and development. Among them 
was  the three governorates Marshlands initia-
tive. Another example is the agreement made by 
the Kirkuk governor and deputy governor that 
UNICEF will advise and provide technical assis-
tance to authorities to make Kirkuk a Child 
Friendly City, where all children are protected 
and have access to services. Khan said he 
hopes all Iraq’s cities will undertake a similar 
initiative that would systematically raise the 

standards of a child’s well being.  

For its part, the Government of Iraq (GoI) had 
expressed its interest in UNICEF’s assistance to 
advice on child friendly budgeting that ensures 
appropriate allocations are made towards the 
well-being and development of children, and 
subsequently gave children and families a cen-
tral role in the Iraqi National Development Plan 
(NDP). Mr. Khan noted, UNICEF is also support-
ing the GoI to examine the juvenile justice sys-
tem in Iraq with the goal of making it child 
friendly. Additionally, prevention efforts have 
been underway to keep children and families out 
of harms way, including keeping Iraq’s status as 
polio free and raising awareness on unexploded 
ordinance and landmines.  

UNICEF’s role is critical, as it can act as a reser-
voir of child-related information. For instance, 
Mr. Khan elaborated “We need to know what the 
situation of children looks like in Iraq, including 
the risks and threats they face and how to elimi-
nate them in support of families, communities, 
authorities and civil society to bring the living 
standards of the children in Iraq to par with that 
of industrial countries”. “Children’s well-being 
and protection needs to be everyone’s busi-
ness”, he added.  

On the plans and strategies for development 
and peace in Iraq, they can gain durability over 
the coming years if children within their families 
and communities become a center piece of de-
velopment dividends, Mr. Khan observed. “If we 
look at the government’s policies, it is about cre-
ating a better future and therefore it’s about the 
well-being of children.”  He added, “My dream is 
for every child to feel that UNICEF is their or-
ganization and thus calls upon it, uses it, feels 
part of it, so that we belong to children”. One 
plea to everyone that Khan also has is to leave 
children out of disagreements across the board. 

The UNICEF head concluded with the following 
question: “Step back and think, would you like to 
be a child in Iraq today and what would your 
responsibility be in changing that perception?” 
Only a holistic approach that involves various 
stakeholders on all levels could resolve the diffi-
culties and complexities that face Iraq’s children 
today. 

The 20th Anniversary of the 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child: Achievements and 
Perspectives  
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By Zaid Fahmi 

After decades of suppression of their right to 
freedom of expression, access to information 
and protection, Iraqi journalists continue pushing 
for the adoption of a legal framework that would 
regulate and guarantee their rights and obliga-
tions, as a healthy transition towards democ-
racy. 

But despite the many calls by Iraqi media repre-
sentatives to the Iraqi Council of Representa-
tives (CoR) to move ahead on passing the ap-
propriate legislation that pertains to their profes-
sion, the CoR has not taken any tangible steps 
to move ahead on this issue.  Three draft laws 
are still being debated and none of them have 
passed.  

A two-day conference held on 19 November 
2009 at al-Ilwiyah Club in Baghdad under the 
topic Iraqi media – The Present and the Future, 
aimed at highlighting the environment in which 
Iraqi media operate especially under the security 
and legal challenges they face, raised new 
hopes for Iraqi Media.   

The conference was sponsored by the Media 
and Culture Committee and the Media Depart-
ment of the CoR, and was planned and pre-
pared for by over 150 chief editors and journal-
ists, representing various print and audio-visual 
media outlets. 

“The conference is meant to help us identify and 
put together the challenges and difficulties Iraqi 

media face in the daily exercise of their profes-
sion, and to listen to the suggestions of the me-
dia representatives themselves, particularly on 
the right legal environment that would enable 
them to carry on their work”, Mufid Al-Jazairi, the 
head of the Culture, Media, Tourism and An-
tiques Committee of the CoR said.  

In addition to the rich and lively debate aimed at 
helping the CoR have a holistic overview of the 
Iraqi media concerns, and of the reasonable 
ways to solve them, the two-day conference in-
cluded four workshops which addressed the cur-
rent Iraqi media landscape, its working condi-
tions and environment, the legal framework, as 
well as the Code of Conduct for media person-
nel.  

These workshops concluded on a set of recom-
mendations to be submitted to the CoR for their 
incorporation in the draft laws under debate. On 
top of those, the protection of journalists against 
random attacks, harassment and detention in 
the exercise of their duties, the disclosure of the 
results of the investigations over the killing of up 
to 300 journalists in the past few years, as well 
as the cancellation of some old legislation and 
the passing of new laws that guarantee the free-
dom of expression and access to information.  

 “We should look positively as to what this con-
ference has achieved,” said Hussam Al-Sarai, 
an Aswat Al-Iraq correspondent.  

As for Emad al-Khafaji, “What made this confer-
ence different from the many others that were 
organized around the same concerns is that, 
while sponsored by the CoR, the outcomes of 
the conference will be very useful in moving 
ahead on the laws”.   

The Iraqi Media…A step 
forward 

Iraqi journalists attending a workshop (UN Photo/ZaidFahmi) 

Journalists discussing the Media code of ethics during the conference 
(UN Photo/ZaidFahmi) 
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By Randa Jamal 

Iraq is among the 21 nations named to the 
UNESCO World Heritage Committee (WHC), 
during its biannual session held at the end of 
October 2009 in Paris, France. This was a 
great achievement for the UNESCO Iraq of-
fice, with staff who view this as a contribution 
to the country’s international exposure, espe-
cially since, for decades, Iraq was isolated, 
and now is being reintegrated into the interna-
tional community.  

UNESCO Director Mohamed Djelid attributes 
this achievement, among others, to the in-
creased interest and involvement of Iraq’s 
governorates, as well as to their “Increased 
attention to awareness campaigns, protection, 
and restoration that would look after Iraq’s 
cultural heritage”. Another factor is 
UNESCO’s technical expertise in assisting the 
country in building national capacities in pro-
tecting cultural heritage, education, and sci-
ence and communication.  

Mr. Djelid noted that common history and cul-
ture is a unifying factor amongst Iraqi leaders 
that could be explored and where UNESCO 
could be the facilitator. Recalling how the re-

construction of the Samarra’ shrine had a di-
rect impact on national reconciliation, he un-
derlined that another upcoming and significant 
matter where UNESCO was requested by the 
Government of Iraq to provide support and 
expertise, is having the Holy City of Najaf be 
the 2012 Islamic capital. 

Although Iraq ratified the World Heritage Con-
vention in 1974, many sites in the country 
were never included as part of the World Heri-
tage, due various controversies, except for 
Hatra, which was listed as World Heritage 
Property in 1985. According to Ms. Tamara 
Teneishvilli, UNESCO Iraq’s Culture Pro-
gramme Specialist, since 2003, two more 
sites were added: Ashur in 2003 and 
Samarra’ in 2007.  

Iraq a member-state to the 
UNESCO World Heritage 
Committee  

Hatra of Iraq listed as  World Heritage Property in 1985 (travel-images) 
Among several initiatives undertaken by 
the UNESCO Iraq Office, here are a few: 

• The restoration of the spiral minaret of 
Samarra’, known in Arabic as Malwiya; 

• The creation of a Visitor Center for pil-
grims and visitors coming through Najaf; 

• The Provision of trainings on custom 
screening and site protection; negotiat-
ing skills; and a data base for stolen ob-
jects, to Ministries of Interior, Culture, 
Tourism, and Antiquities staff, leading to 
the return of over 2,000 pieces from Jor-
dan, 700 from Syria and 17 from other 
countries. 

Training on screening Stolen Antiquities (UN Photo) 
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From 15-17 November, the United Nations held a 
three-day Strategic Planning Retreat in the Jorda-
nian capital, Amman, to agree on an initial frame-
work for a new development partnership to support 
and strengthen Iraqi governance, social services 
and economic growth over the next four years.  

The participants—120 representatives from the 
Iraqi Government and Parliament, Civil Society 
Organisations, Academia, international donors and 
UN agencies—agreed on six development out-
comes for Iraq’s first United Nations Development 
Assistance Framework (UNDAF). The strategic 
planning form discussed the key challenges cur-
rently facing Iraq and the Iraqi people, and identi-
fied six major areas of UN’s support to Iraq – 
peace consolidation and human rights, good gov-
ernance, economic growth, development of human 
capital with strong emphasis on women, youth and 
children’s rights, environmental protection and im-
proved basic services for all Iraqis.  

The Deputy Special Representative of the United 
Nations Secretary-General for Iraq (DSRSG) Ms. 
Christine McNab observed that the meeting pro-
vided a first hand opportunity to hear about chal-
lenges and opportunities, saying, “I am very im-
pressed with the strong participation of the Govern-
ment and civil society of Iraq”.  She added, “This 
first UNDAF for Iraq represents our commitment to 
improve the life for millions of Iraqis by uniting the 
UN system in support of Iraq’s own priorities for 
reform and social-economic revival”.  

The Minister of Planning’s Deputy for Technical 

Affairs, Dr. Sami Mati Polous, appreciated the 
common understanding between the Iraqi Govern-
ment and the UN on development priorities. He 
emphasized that the retreat would help the UN 
agencies working in Iraq align their objectives with 
Iraq’s national priorities, and commented, “This 
meeting provided a platform to present the objec-
tives of the National Development Plan (NDP), 
including good governance, transparency, admini-
stration and participation in partnership with the 
right stakeholders for achieving the NDP”.  

Other participants saw the meeting as an exercise 
towards achieving development results and work-
ing toward policy formulation through discussion. 
Professor Riyad Laft of Al Mustansirya University’s 
Medical School commented that the UN is now 
incorporating Iraqi needs and perspectives, much 
more than it did previously. Therefore the input of 
Iraqis—Government, Civil Society and academia—
is currently reflected in both the NDP and UN pro-
gramming.  

Similarly, Sundus Abbas, from the Women’s Lead-
ership Institute, viewed the conference as an op-
portunity to reinforce partnership and cooperation 
between Iraqi civil society, government and the 
UN. She appreciated that women were encour-
aged to participate in the development and plan-
ning of the UNDAF, which takes into consideration 
women’s needs. 

Director-General for Development Coordination 
and Cooperation at the Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment’s Ministry of Planning, Zagros Fatah, said 
that it is extremely important to plan strategically 
for achieving the Millennium Development Goals 
and to concentrate on the outcomes of the Gov-
ernment’s NDP.  

Dr. Adnan Yassin, Professor of Social Develop-
ment at Baghdad University and a consultant sup-
porting the Iraqi Government in preparing for the 
NDP, felt that UNDAF would provide a platform for 
improved dialogue with stakeholders leading to 
consensual policy development. In his view, social 
and economic policies that tackle various issues—
such as women’s issues, illiteracy, underdevelop-
ment, equality, and poverty—can be formed by 
digging deep into the underlying causes of domes-
tic development gaps.     

Overall there was consensus over the broad devel-
opment outcomes that the UN will be working to-
wards in Iraq, during their programme cycle of 
2011-2014.  Further work will be done on the out-
come areas to ensure that the knowledge and 
skills of both the UN and the Government of Iraq 
are optimally utilized to the benefit of the Iraqi 
people.  

Iraq and the United Nations 
Agree on Moving Forward 
through a Partnership 
Framework  

UNDAF Meeting Participants (UN / Photo Ibrahim Al-Bustanji)  



6  

 

By Robin Lodge, WFP-Iraq Public Information Officer 

 

On 16 November, after 18 months working for 
the World Food Programme (WFP) - Iraq pro-
gramme, I saw the country for the first time. I 
had been to Baghdad and Erbil on a number of 
occasions, but apart from attending events in 
the al-Rasheed hotel or the Erbil conference 
centre, my movements had been restricted to 
within the International Zone and UN com-
pounds.  

Now we were driving from Erbil to the town of 
Rania in the Sulaymaniah Governorate of Iraqi 
Kurdistan Region, to launch a pilot school feed-
ing programme and see some WFP food distri-
butions. For the first time, I was about to meet 
some of the people we are trying to help. 

It was exciting, but I was also nervous. Not be-
cause I thought I was likely to come to any 
harm, but because I couldn’t be sure that the 
children would like what we were providing. The 
snacks WFP distributes under the school meals 
programme are 80-gramme date bars, a date-
filled biscuit fortified with vitamins and micronu-
trients. It’s not a substitute for a full meal, but a 
nutritious supplement, aimed at raising nutrition 
levels, helping children to concentrate at school 
and encouraging parents to send them there in 
the first place. 

The Iraqi school meals programme, which is 
being carried out in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Education and with funding from the Iraqi 

Government, is targeted at children in the poor-
est districts of Sulaymaniyah, Wassit, Diyala and 
Ninewa Governorates. A total of 172,000 chil-
dren will benefit from the pilot, with plans to ex-
pand next year to reach 960,000 children in the 
most vulnerable districts in 14 governorates. 

When we got to the school in Rania, we were 
unprepared for the big welcome that had been 
arranged for us. Children in traditional Kurdish 
dress were singing songs and dancing. The 
press and TV had turned up for the occasion, as 
well as several officials from the Regional Minis-
try of Education. Fortunately, we had arrived just 
at the start of the mid-morning break, so the 
date bars could be handed out straight away. 

So this was the moment of truth. The children 
seemed far too polite to spit the date bars out, 
but it would be plain to see if they didn’t like 
them. After a few minutes of chewing, the ver-
dict came out. The biscuits were okay – no, 
even good. Some were more enthusiastic than 
others. Seven-year-old Saman* was too shy to 
comment, but he devoured his date bar in under 
20 seconds and was looking round the table for 
more. Eight-year-old Sheerin said she thought 
they would be better with a walnut filling rather 
than date – this is a big walnut growing area – 
but she finished hers all the same. In fact, I did 
not see a single child abandon his or her snack. 
And the teaching 
staff all agreed 
that it had 
gone down 
well. 

We left the 
school relieved 
and happy. 
Just as we 
were getting 
into our cars, I 
heard foot-
steps behind 
me. It was 
Saman. He 
whispered 
something I 
didn’t under-
stand and then 
pressed five 
walnuts into 
my hand. 

So I got fed that day too. 

*The names of the children have been changed.  

WFP School Meals Pro-
gramme under way in Iraq  

The first taste of the date bars (Azhar Alazzawi/WFP)  

The first taste of the date bars (Robin Lodge/
WFP)  
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The newly appointed Deputy Special Represen-
tative of the United Nations Secretary-General 
(DSRSG) Ms. Christine McNab assumed her 
responsibilities in November 2009. Ms. McNab 
is the Director of the Office of Development and 
Humanitarian Support of the United Nations As-
sistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), she is also 
the United Nations Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator (RC/HC) for Iraq.   

Her experience has, in particular, focused on 
public sector reform, democratic governance 
and capacity development in support of the 
achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals. 

Prior to assuming this position, Ms. McNab 
served as the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) Resident Representative and 
United Nations Resident Coordinator in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.  From 2002 to 2006 McNab 
served as United Nations Resident Coordinator 
and UNDP Resident Representative in Jordan. 

Before joining UNDP in 2001, Ms. McNab 
headed the Swedish Development Programme 
in Tanzania and Zambia, and earlier served as a 
Senior Advisor on education and training for the 
Swedish International Development Cooperation 
Agency (SIDA). 

Born in 1948, Ms. McNab holds a bachelor’s 
degree in sociology and social anthropology 
from the University of Wales, and a doctorate in 
international and comparative education from 
the University of Stockholm.  She is married and 
has two children. 

 

 

 

Wasit Gate: One of the 
standing relics in the Prov-
ince 

By Mohammad Al-Atabi, Governorate Liaison 
Officer - Wasit Governorate 

There are numerous archaeological and histori-
cal sites within the administrative borders of 
Wasit province.  According to the 2002 statistics 
from the Iraq State Board of Antiquities and 
Heritage, 420 archaeological sites were identi-
fied in Wasit, most of them dating back to the 
successive historical civilizations of Mesopota-
mia like the Sumerian, Acadian, ancient and 
modern Babylonian, Achaemenid, Sassanian 
and Arab-Islamic period in the Seventh Century 
onwards the end of the Ottoman period. Some 
of these sites exist on the ground, some are in 
the form of large hills and some are buried un-
der the ground.  

The Seventh Century (83 AH) is the most likely 
date of the foundation of the historical city of 
Wasit as the capital of Al-Hajjaj Bin Yousef Al-
Thaqfy, the ruler of Iraq during the Umayyad 
Caliphate of Abdul Malik bin Marwan.  

The city, built on the Tigris River, was consid-
ered as the fifth in Islam after Basra, Kufa, 
Fustat and Kairouan and the third in Iraq after 
Basra and Kufa.  

Excavations in 1936-1942, and again in 1985, 
have revealed the remnants of a Madrassa 
(religious school), a palace, residential buildings 
and two superimposed mosques.  

Deputy Special Representa-
tive of the United Nations 
Secretary-General for Iraq, 
Ms. Christine McNab, As-
sumes her Responsibilities 

The front side of Wasit Gate 
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Wasit Gate 

Wasit Gate is one of the still standing buildings, 
surrounded by the so far uncovered town of the 
historical city of Wasit (65 km to the south-east 
of the al-Kut city). Wasit Gate is believed to be 
remnant of the earliest surviving mosque, or one 
of the Eleventh Century al-Sharabiyah schools 
because its ornaments are exactly the same 
style as those of the Mustansiriya School in the 
center of Baghdad. 

It consists of a monumental portal flanked by 
two towers built with sandstone bricks. Each one 
is different from the other in terms of size and 
decoration.   

The building has the same basic format as 
mosques of the Seventh Century in Iraq, with a 
central courtyard and arcades around three 
sides. The south side, the “qibla” wall has a cov-
ered prayer hall supported on columns. Some of 
the features expected to be found in a mosque – 

most importantly the prayer niche “mihrab” in the 
centre of the “qibla” wall and the minaret are 
absent from the plan. These findings confirm the 
early date of the mosque, as the first concave 
“mihrab” and other features would only appear 
during the Eighth Century.  

Erosion, humidity and the salinity of the soil 
have caused several fissures and cracks in the 
gate, particularly on the left side, and pose a 
serious threat of collapsing to the whole monu-
ment’s foundations and ornaments. 

At the site of the Gate, the foundations of the al-
Hajjaj mosque are also visible, as well as the 
foundations of several rooms located in front 
and behind the gate. The mosque was built by al
-Hajjaj in 703 and was located next to his resi-
dence.  

 

UN Agencies Active in Iraq 
November 2009 
• WFP launched its pilot school meals project 

in Sulaiymaniyah (KRG) for 70,460 pupils 
and in Wassit (central Iraq) for 49, 387 stu-
dents. 

• Food distribution is ongoing in all 18 gover-
norates for IDPs and other vulnerable 
groups. 326,868 beneficiaries among IDPs 
received rations for September and October 
and 69,047 beneficiaries from other vulner-
able groups, including female headed house-
holds, disabled, unemployed and farmers. 

• Implementation of micro-industries promotion 
projects in Al-Qadissiya Governorate is tak-
ing place. Training was held for 105 project 
beneficiaries in a variety of technologies 
(carpentry, sewing, weaving, mechanics, and 
welding). 

• A training course on vegetable seed quality 
control took place supported by the General 
Netherlands Inspection Service for Agricul-
tural Seeds and Seed Potatoes. The training 
aimed at enhancing technical capacity for 
Iraqi farmers. 

Erosion and humidity pose a serious threat of collapsing to the whole 
monument  
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• In the protection sector a training on human 
rights reporting skills for civil society organi-
zations took place in Erbil where 21 Civil So-
ciety organizations participated and acquired 
skills in information gathering, report drafting 
and monitoring to improve reporting on hu-
man rights. 

•  At the Governance sector a roundtable was 
organised for representatives of the Govern-
ment of Iraq, Council of Representatives and 
Iraqi Civil society: This was the first in a se-
ries of meetings intended to address reform 
of their roles and mutual relations. 

• The publication “Iraq- Learning Lessons from 
Northern Ireland” was launched at the North-
ern Ireland Assembly. The event was pre-
sided by the Speaker of the Northern Ireland 
Assembly, Mr. William Hay MLA. The publi-
cation builds on the March 2008 study visit of 
a delegation of the Iraqi Council of Represen-
tatives to Northern Ireland, organized by the 
United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq 
(UNAMI) and the United Nations Office for 
Project Services (UNOPS). The publication 
studies issues concerning leadership, power-
sharing, dialogue and inclusion, equality, hu-
man rights and reconciliation, the role of Civil 
Society and security and public order, all in-
strumental for reaching a peaceful solution to 
the Northern Ireland conflict and issues of 
relevance to the process of promoting na-
tional dialogue in Iraq. 

• Lead by UNDP, the Media Project partici-
pated in an international conference on the IT 
and Telecoms sector hosted by the Ministry 
of Communications in London. UNDP sup-
ported the participation of the Communica-
tions and Media Commission and the KRG 
Ministry of Communication to this confer-
ence. During the conference UNDP was 
asked by the Ministry of Communications to 
take the lead in supporting the development 
of a national IT development strategy and to 
facilite the establishment of the Iraqi IT and 
Telecoms Industry Association. 

• UN-HABITAT, in coordination with the Minis-
try of Construction and Housing, completed 
the draft National Housing Policy for Iraq.  

• IOM is distributing Non-Food Items to 310 
flood-affected families in Erbil and Dahuk; 
105 vulnerable families in Babylon: and 450 
in Karbala. 

• Through the cottage industries programme, 
UNIDO trained 105 beneficiaries in a variety 
of non-food related technologies and pro-
vided 85 trained beneficiaries with income 
generating toolkits to assist them in sustain-
ing the livelihood recovery process. These 
continued trainings have contributed to gen-
erate income to the targeted vulnerable 
beneficiaries and assisted them in their daily 
livelihoods. 

 
* Information provided by the UNAMI Development & Hu-
manitarian Section.  

 

Quotes from Iraqis 
• "It is clear that there are political and military 

groups in Iraq that want to tape shut the 
mouths of the media since a free media 
represents a real threat to all these parties". 
Ziad al-Ajili, Head of the Iraqi Press Freedom 
Group, the Journalistic Freedoms Observa-
tory, Reuters, 26 Nov 2009. 

• "I'll think twice before writing any story espe-
cially if it includes accusations against any 
Iraqi official. It has become easy for an offi-
cial to sue a journalist and win the case". 
Iraqi reporter Mahmood al-Mifriji, Reuters, 26 
Nov 2009. 

• "The minder is still living inside us, but not 
like before. We can talk freely". Iraqi actress 
Inaam al-Rubaie, Reuters, 26 Nov 2009. 

• "If we accept the Vice-President’s veto, the 
door will be open to more objections from 
other parties and this door will never be shut 
again". Abbas Bayati, an MP in the State of 
Law Coalition, Reuters, 21 Nov 2009. 

• "My suggested amendment is to give justice 
to all Iraqis living abroad, not just to those 
displaced in neighboring countries". Vice-
President Tareq al-Hashemi, Reuters, 18 
Nov 2009. 
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• "The election law veto threatens the whole 
political process and the Presidency Coun-
cil's responsibility is to safeguard the consti-
tution - not to push the country into a dark 
tunnel". Haidar al-Ibadi, an MP in al-Dawa 
party, Reuters, 18 Nov 2009. 

• "In the coming days, we will receive an ele-
phant and a giraffe. This will complete the 
different species of animals living in the zoo". 
Director General of Parks and Gardens, 
Salah Abu al-Lail, Reuters, 17 Nov 2009. 

• "When security improved, we started to live 
normal lives again, after a dark period of vio-
lence; we want to have normal lives like eve-
ryone else in the world". Teacher Basima 
Abbas, during a visit to the zoo, Reuters, 17 
Nov 2009. 

• "As members of the Christian community, we 
feel insecure and unsafe since the 2003 [US-
led] invasion as we have been subjected to 
killings, kidnappings, extortion and displace-
ment by different parties due to either political 
agendas or extremist ideologies". Ihsan Matti, 
a 33-year-old taxi driver in Mosul, Nineveh, 
Reuters, 15 Nov 2009. 

• "If the situation continues like this, we will 
soon take up arms to defend our families. I'm 
afraid that we've reached the point where 
we’ve lost trust in the government's forces". 
Khalil, a shopkeeper in Baashiqa ,15km north 
of Mosul, Reuters, 15 Nov 2009. 

• "Eight bn US$ have been used by the Iraqi 
Oil Ministry for developing the oil production 

but unfortunately the level of production has 
dropped. Therefore we have no faith in the 
law that already exists". President of Iraqi 
Kurdistan Region Masoud Barzani, Reuters, 
10 Nov 2009. 

UNAMI Focus 
Is an internal bulletin produced by the Public Information Office 
of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq. The opinions 
expressed in this bulletin do not necessarily reflect those of the 
United Nations. 
For further information contact: 
unami-information@un.org or Randa Jamal at jamalr@un.org 
 
Visit our web site www.uniraq.org 

Past Issues 
• October 2009 
• September 2009 
• August 2009 
 
Click here for additional past issues 

Said Arikat - Spokesman / Director: 
arikat@un.org 
Amman: +962 6 550 4700 x2640 
Baghdad: +964 79 01 931 281 
 
Eliane Nabaa - Deputy Chief PIO / Spokesperson: 
nabaa@un.org 
Amman: +962 6 550 4700 x2643  
Baghdad: +964 79 01 101 989 
 
Randa Jamal - Information Officer: 
jamalr@un.org 
Amman: +962 6 550 4700 x2644 
Baghdad: +964 79 01 940 146 
 
Salar A. Brifkani - Graphic Designer: 
brifkani@un.org 
Erbil: +964 75 04 498 646 

http://www.uniraq.org/FileLib/misc/FocusAug09EN.pdf
http://www.uniraq.org/FileLib/misc/FocusSep09EN.pdf
http://www.uniraq.org/FileLib/misc/FocusOct09EN.pdf
http://uniraq.org/newsroom/publications.asp


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>







    /HEB (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


