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SITUATIONAL UPDATE  
Several countries in the Southern African region have suffered outbreaks of the African Armyworm, 
a deleterious pest of crops and rangeland herbage. The late onset of rains resulting in prolonged dry 
weather well into the normal rainy season followed by wet conditions and conducive wind drifts, 
created a favourable environment for the outbreak and spread of the pest in the region.  
 
ZAMBIA 
Earliest reports of the pest outbreak came from Zambia in early December. By mid-December the 
outbreak had spread to 7 out of a total of 10 provinces (Lusaka, Central, Eastern, Muchinga, 
Copperbelt, Northern and Southern. This outbreak is reported to have been effectively controlled by 
farmers, the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock and the Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit 
with support from the FAO and other United Nations Agencies (WFP and UNDP) through pesticide 
(Cypermethrin) applications. The MAL has also used the media to educate farmers on the non-
chemical options for managing the pest such as the digging of trenches around fields at risk- this is a 
proven control approach used in previous outbreaks. Though unquantifiable, an army of cattle 
Egrets was observed to be following and devouring the armyworms in some areas. This demands the 
need to careful in use of pesticides in order not to offset the ecological balance. FAO in Zambia in 
consultation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock had initially estimated that up to 96,720 
hectares of cropped land for an estimated 110,000 small scale farmers could have been at risk of 
damage from the pest. The government of Zambia provided seed and fertilisers to some affected 
small scale farmers to enable them to replant their fields following the loss of crops to the pest. The 
socio and economic impact of the pest damage on the crops is still uncertain and will have to be 
ascertained later. FAO hopes to collaborate with the Zambia Agricultural Research Institute (ZARI) 
and Department of Meteorology to strengthen early warning systems for Armyworm and other 
migratory pests of economic importance. 
 
 ZIMBABWE 
In its southward trajectory, the    pest armyworm in Zimbabwe is reported to have covered all 10 
provinces of the country where about 1.6-million people already face food insecurity. The FAO in 
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 The African Armyworm 

The African armyworm also called Okalombo 
or Kommandowurn or nutgrass armyworm 
is a moth.  It is a deleterious pest, capable of 
destroying entire crops in a matter of weeks. 
The larvae feed on all types of grasses, and 
early stages of cereal crops.  The armyworm 
is green at the early stage of its 
development, but changes to black with a 
white lining on the sides.  It eats everything 
in an area and once the food supply is 
exhausted, the entire army will move to the 
ext available food source -  
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Zimbabwe said the four worst-hit provinces in that country are Mashonaland Central (4,207ha), 
Mashonaland West (5,147ha), Mashonaland North (1,000ha) and the Midlands (Gokwe North and 
South, 800ha). In just these four provinces more than 11,000 ha of pastures and crops have been 
infested. The other affected provinces are Mashonaland East (455ha), Bulawayo peri urban (50ha), 
Harare urban (15ha), Manicaland (41ha), Masvingo (10ha) and Matebeleland South, where the 
number of hectares is not yet known. Combined maize, sorghum, millets and pasture grasses have 
been destroyed. The Plant Protection Research Institute (PPRI) had pre-positioned stocks of Carbaryl 
in anticipation of an armyworm outbreak. Given the level of the outbreak, it is however uncertain 
whether the stocks are sufficient to contain the outbreak. Logistical support is also required. FAO in 
Zimbabwe has supported control efforts through provision of insecticides. Seed provision is also 
envisaged. A response team was set up to assist farmers in pesticide use and safety.  The likelihood 
of the infestation reaching the northern provinces of South Africa could be high.  
 
BOTSWANA 
The Ministry of Agriculture in Botswana confirmed that armyworms have been detected in some 
parts of the country, such as Mmopane, Gatgatla, Gweta, Makalamabedi, Shorobe, Shashe, Maun, 
Matlapana, Chanoga and Gumare. The last time the country experienced such an outbreak of the 
worm was in 1991. 
 
NAMIBIA 
Some reports indicated outbreaks of Armyworms in field crops in Omusati, Oshana, Oshikoto 
regions. The Ministry of Agriculture Water and Forestry has been assisting farmers counter the 
outbreak through spraying with pesticides as well as using mechanical means-particularly the digging 
of trenches around fields at high risk. The number of affected farmers is still to be determined.  
 
  
MALAWI 
FAO in Malawi reports outbreaks from Kasungu, Lilongwe, Mzuzu, Karonga,  Dedza and Ntcheu. 
There have also been mild attacks of armyworms in all districts of Blantyre, except Mwanza. The 
affected areas have been issued with pesticides and manual or motorized spray equipment by the 
Government of Malawi. An estimated 619.5 Ha of cropland for 1719 farmers has been affected. A 
total of 500 litres of Cypermethrin was issued. Data is still being compiled and the extent of the 
infestation is not yet known. FAO hopes to collaborate with relevant institutions/structures to 
strengthen the Community Based Armyworm Forecasting (CBAF) in prone ADDs through training of 
community forecasters. 
 
TANZANIA 
FAO in Tanzania confirmed outbreaks in central Tanzania (Kongwa, Bahi, Ifakara districts), northern 
zone (Kiteto and Kilindi) as well as secondary outbreaks from Ileje districts. Farmers have managed 
to control the outbreaks up to now, with technical advice from the Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
Security and Cooperatives. The country has an army worm monitoring system based on pheromone 
traps.  Outbreaks for this week are forecasted in western and lake regions (Dodoma and Singida) and 
while Mbeya may experience secondary outbreaks. Low possibility exists for the southern part. 
 
MOZAMBIQUE 

FAO in Mozambique has indicated armyworm outbreaks in Manica province‘s Tambara district 
while in Tete province four districts are affected (Zumbo Maravia, Moatize, Cabora Bassa and 
Changara). Infestations in Manica are said to be low. The infestation levels are reducing in Tete 
province due to the application of Cypermethrin. The Ministry of Agriculture is monitoring the 
situation. Data on the number of people and hactarage affected is not yet clear. 
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FAO RESPONSE PERSPECTIVE 
Based on some models secondary outbreaks could still be expected. In the short-term FAO will 
provide technical and or logistical support to control of the pest using chemical and other proven 
means. FAO will work with various UN agencies and local response institutions and communities in 
affected countries to ensure that appropriate pesticides/application equipment as well as non-
chemical control options are judiciously used for effective control while taking into account socio-
environmental and economic considerations. In the medium to long term, FAO will work with 
relevant institutions and communities to strengthen their preparedness and early warning for 
Armyworm and other pests of economic importance drawing lessons and best practices from the 
current Tanzania armyworm monitoring model. 


