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DISPLACEMENT SNAPSHOT: ANBAR

1All information, unless otherwise speci�ed, in this report is from IOM’s 
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) from 1 September 2014 and from 
�eld reports of the Rapid Assessment and Response Teams. For more 
information on the  DTM, visit: http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page

2DTM Round IV full assessment, June-July 2014. 
3Figures for number of individual IDPs calculated by multiplying the number 
of families by 6, the average size of an Iraqi family.
4As a single location may host groups of IDPs from di�erent waves of 

displacement, this �gure represents the number of distinct locations in the 
governorate hosting new IDP populations for 2014, regardless of date of 
displacement.
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of IDP families in locations assessed expressed the 
desire to return to their former residence2

of IDP families were living with host families

98% of IDP families were reported to have insufficient 
access to food

66% of IDP families from Anbar had displaced within 
Anbar

IDP MOVEMENT IN 2014

57%

98%

DISPLACEMENT IN 2014PROFILE OF DISPLACEMENT1

OVERVIEW
Anbar is a primarily Sunni governorate along the western Syrian border 
where the first clashes between government forces and armed groups 
occurred in the last days of 2013. These clashes have been ongoing 
throughout 2014, destroying much of Anbar’s infrastructure and causing 
large scale displacement. While most displacement within and to the 
governorate, 47,648 families, occurred in the first five months of 2014, as 
of September 1, a total of 57,214 IDP families have been identified in 303 
locations in Anbar. Of these families, 54,947 had displaced internally within 
Anbar while small numbers came from Salah Al-Din, Baghdad, Ninewa, 
and other central governorates. Fallujah, Heet and Ramadi districts 
are the districts currently hosting the most 2014 IDPs. An additional 
26,877 families have displaced from Anbar to other governorates, most 
commonly to Baghdad governorate, the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI), 
and Kirkuk. For most of 2014, Anbar was the governorate of origin for 
most 2014 displacements. However, since armed groups launched an 
offensive on Mosul in June, Ninewa governorate has overtaken Anbar as 
the number one area of origin for 2014 IDPs. 
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DISPLACED FAMILIES

POST-JUNE TOTAL

54,090 IDP families

324,540 IDP individuals

217 locations

3,124 IDP families

18,744 IDP individuals

74 locations

57,214 families

343,284 IDP individuals3

303 locations4
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In the first months of 2014, large scale 
displacement occurred from Anbar. 
Throughout the summer this displacement 
has somewhat dropped off and displacement 
picked up in other governorates. Since 
the start of June, 4,060 families have fled 
ongoing fighting in Anbar; 857 of these 
families remained within the governorate, 
while 1,794 settled in Erbil, and Sulaymaniyah 
received 919 families. At least 1,267 families 
displaced to Anbar from Salah al-Din, 541 
from Baghdad, 422 from Ninewa, 22 from 
Diyala, and 15 from Babylon. 

Haditha district was the area of displacement 
(AoD) for over half of all displacements since 
June (1,645 families). The vast majority of 
IDPs who settled in Haditha were from Salah 
Al-Din, potentially having been IDPs from 

Anbar who returned after fighting also broke 
out in Salah Al-Din. Heet received the second 
largest number of IDPs since June. Most 
families in Heet were from Anbar and there 
was also significant displacement to Heet 
from Baghdad and Salah Al-Din. 

In locations assessed in Anbar with the full 
DTM assessment in June and July 2014, 
nearly all families listed generalized violence 
and armed conflict as their reason for 
displacement. Half of families assessed listed 
the presence of family and friends as a pull 
factor to their current location while 41% 
noted good security as their main pull factor. 
In the past, IDPs have expressed that while 
security in their AoD is not perfect, it is better 
than the area they left behind.5 

DISPLACEMENT TRENDS

DISPLACEMENT SNAPSHOT: ANBAR

5DTM Round IV assessment
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IDP FAMILIES 
BY DISTRICT IN ANBAR

DISTRICT PRE JUNE POST JUNE TOTAL

Al-Ka’im 2291 403 2694

Al-Rutba 4122 70 4192

Ana 2218 2218

Fallujah 17207 17207

Haditha 4430 1645 6075

Heet 14793 956 15749

Ramadi 7509 7509

Rawa 1520 50 1570

TOTAL 54090 3124 57214

IOM asssess IDPs living in a deserted house in Haditha district. 12 June 2014

HALF OF ASSESSED IDPS IN 
ANBAR LISTED THE 
PRESENCE OF FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS AS  A 
PULL FACTOR



Staying with relatives is the most common type of housing across the districts 
of Anbar. Throughout Anbar, 57% of assessed families are staying with 
relatives, 16% are staying in rented houses, whereas 12% are seeking shelter 
in abandoned or public places. There have been reports of IDPs setting up 
tents as extensions to public buildings and homes to accommodate the high 
volume of displaced families. In Fallujah and Ramadi combined, well over 
3,000 families are staying in schools. While such accommodation during the 
summer holidays was a viable option, the upcoming beginning of the school 
year will create a problem in the coming days. In locations assessed by the 
full DTM assessment in June and July 2014. Notably, 97% of IDP families 
described their housing as not durable.6 

Throughout June, July, and August much of Anbar fell outside of the control of the government. 
During the month of June, armed groups clashed with government forces across Anbar, taking 
control of parts of Al-Qaim, Heet, and Fallujah districts. The fighting intensified in July with the 
armed groups claiming full control of Ana, Rawa, and Rutba districts. 

Numerous bridges, roads, and other infrastructure across the governorate have been destroyed, 
severely limiting the movement of civilians. Aerial attacks and bombardments continue to claim 
the lives of many civilians and force further displacement. In many districts, especially Fallujah, 
electricity is unavailable due to the damage sustained by the electricity stations. Other districts 
suffer from a low availability of electricity, receiving it 6 to 8 hours daily. Similarly, fuel is scarce 
and the price of goods has skyrocketed across the governorate.

SHELTER IN ANBAR

DISPLACEMENT SNAPSHOT: ANBAR
SECURITY

6DTM Round IV assessment
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SHELTER TYPES FOR IDP FAMILIES
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IDPs in Anbar have begun setting up tents next to homes or public 
buildings to accommodate the crowded conditions. August 2014.



Ongoing instability has made accessing services in Anbar particularly difficult. Government 
supplied electricity has not reached Fallujah for more than 40 days.  In terms of access to health 
facilities, Fallujah suffers the worst situation in the governorate as families reported having no 
access to functioning health facilities. Most public hospitals continue to function but under a 
serious lack of medication, medical supplies and medical staff. 

In Anbar, 40% of IDP families reported not having access to potable water. Water scarcity has been 
an issue in Fallujah with availability limited to an hour or two per day. In the largest geographical 
governorate, Al-Rutba, water only reaches citizens once a month through the public system. In 
other districts, the availability is relatively better, but still there is still not enough to cover the 
population’s needs.

First and foremost, Anbar residents need the return of stable security, 
as many have lost their homes and are suffering from displacement, loss 
of relatives and friends, and psychological trauma. As most government 
services and economic activity have essentially come to a standstill in Anbar, 
nearly all families reported they did not have sufficient access to food. 38% 
of IDP families in Anbar also reported not having access to functioning 
health facilities, the vast majority of which were located in the Fallujah 
district. Since Anbar remains largely inaccessible for relief operations, half 
of families reported they had not received any assistance whatsoever.

ACCESS TO SERVICES

DISPLACEMENT SNAPSHOT: ANBAR
NEEDS

This governorate pro�le was developed under the framework of the Community Revitalization Programme III (CRPIII), funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (PRM).
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ACCESS TO SERVICES FOR IDP FAMILIES
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A bridge in Rawa city that was destroyed by armed groups.
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