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Ethnic Conflict in Assam 

 
1. Brief description of the emergency and impact: 

 

The NDFB (National Democratic Front of Bodoland) in Assam state of India warned of retaliation when 

state police launched an operation against them and started attacking the tribal people. On 23rd 

December 2014, NDFB attacked  the three different districts of Assam including Kokrajhar, Sonitpur after 

two of their people were killed on 21st December.  This resulted in the deaths of 71 local tribal people 

(Adivasis) and 12 others in Assam. As a direct result of this ethnic conflict, 72, 675 people have been 

displaced and are currently located in sixty one relief camps. Among them, most of the children and 

women belong to tribal communities. People started fleeing from their respective places to shelter in 

the neighbouring state of West Bengal and other places away from the affected areas. 

 

2. Why is an ACT response needed? 

 

There are insufficient basic amenities available at the unorganized relief camps where the conflict 

affected people have been displaced to. They are suffering from inadequate food, water, clothing and 

space for safe shelter. There is a need for external responses to augment the relief efforts of the 

government. ACT Alliance India Forum members LWSIT, CASA and UELCI (through Northern Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (NELC) two dioceses of Grahampur and Bongaigaon) are present in the affected areas 

of Assam. The most urgent needs include providing immediate life-saving support and psychosocial 

support, including peace-building efforts. 

  

3. National and international response 

  

Fifty five companies of central paramilitary forces were deployed in the conflict affected areas in 

Kokrajhar, Chirang and Sonitpur districts of Assam.  The Home Minister of India, along with the Minister 

of State for Home Affairs and Tribal Affairs Minister, visited the state and met Assam Chief Minister 

Tarun Gogoi and other officials on 24th December to assess the situation. The Central Government of 

India has promised  zero-tolerance to National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB). 
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4. ACT Alliance response 

 

The ACT India Forum Members – LWSIT, CASA and UELCI – already have a presence in the conflict 

affected districts of Kokrajhar and other affected areas of Assam and are planning to respond to the 

current emergency situation of those who have taken shelter in the relief camps or are living without 

adequate basic amenities. LWSIT, CASA and UELCI have already initiated a rapid assessment by 

deploying their field team based at Kokrajhar district and LWSIT has involved the village development 

committee (VDC), formed and strengthened by a current LWSIT project.  

 

5. Planned activities 

 

The ACT Alliance India members - LWSIT, CASA and UELCI - have decided to intervene through either the 

Rapid Response Fund (RRF) or a preliminary appeal in order to provide the immediate unmet needs such 

as food including baby food, water, clothing and temporary shelter materials.  Other unmet needs 

include sleeping mats, mosquito nets, hygiene kits and other household items. Provision of these basic 

items will help the conflict affected populations to live with dignity until the situation restores to 

normalcy and they are able to return to their homes. 

 

6. Constraints 

 

Since the ethnic conflict areas are under a tense and fearful atmosphere, such a situation may lead to 

further conflict. People living in the relief camps may return home without security being guaranteed to 

them. As such, they may need to continue to live in the camps for several days which may further affect 

their lives and livelihood security. This unstable/unsafe atmosphere may also disrupt the relief 

operation. Mobilization of funds in time is extremely urgent to support the affected population to meet 

their immediate needs. 

 

 
Any funding indication or pledge should be communicated to the Head of Finance and Administration, 
Line Hempel (Line.Hempel@actalliance.org). 
 
For further information please contact: 

 
ACT Regional Programme Officer, Gabrielle Bartholomew (email: gdb@actalliance.org phone: +41 22 
791 6036) 
Or 
ACT Head of Programmes, Sarah Kambarami, (email:  ska@actalliance.org phone: +41 79 109 5053) 
 

ACT Web Site address: http://www.actalliance.org 
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