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1. Brief description of the emergency and impact 
 
The 2011 drought in the Sahel region has created food insecurity and malnutrition in Mauritania. 
Government reports confirm that the South-East of the country is the most affected by this natural 
disaster despite the intervention from different public and private service providers1. In addition, the 
military operations launched by France and other African countries in January 2013 have led to the 
increase of Malian refugees hosted in the Mbera Camp. As of April 21, 2013, the total number of Malian 
refugees in Mbera Camp is 74,452 people2 which include 21,636 refugees arrived between January and 
March 2013.  
 
The security situation in the South-East Mauritania remains volatile. This is due to the presence of AQMI 
(Al Qaida au Maghreb Islamique) in the Sahel Region and also to the on-going armed conflict in North 
Mali. As a consequence of the deteriorating security situation, the Government of Mauritania has 
declared the Hodh El Charghi region (where Mbera Camp is located) as a military zone. Hence, the 
Government has increased the number of troops in order to further provide protection to the civilian 
population, and ensure convoys and escorts to humanitarian organizations.  
 
2. Why is an ACT response needed?  
 
The drought in South-East Mauritania has negatively affected the agro-pastoral production, the local 
economy has decreased, and the malnutrition rate went up. In addition, the presence of Malian 
refugees in the drought-affected area has further put pressure on the scarce resources (including food, 
water, social facilities, fire wood, etc.). The Mauritania Programme of The Lutheran World 
Federation/Department of World Service (LWF/DWS) has already provided assistance to Malian 
refugees and host communities in 2012 through the appeal MRT1221. This alert will be followed by a 
preliminary appeal and subsequently by a full appeal to be issued at the end of May. 
 

                                                 
1 In January 2013, 564,000 people were classified as being in a food insecure situation. These included 339,000 people in rural 
areas and 225,000 people in urban areas according to: WFP & CSA, Mauritanie : Enquête de suivi de la sécurité alimentaire et 
nutritionnelle des ménages, décembre/janvier 2013 

2 Women represent 54.5% of the total population. The children aged 0 to 17 years are 43,908 or 58.9% of the total population 
UNHCR, PV de la réunion de Coordination Multisectorielle, 22 avril 2013 
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3. National and international response 
 
UNHCR and its implementing partners, including LWF/DWS are providing humanitarian assistance to the 
Malian refugees in Mbera Camp. The Government is participating to the emergency response through 
the provision of land and security as well as some special services around water, health, and 
registration.  Through its emergency response called ‘’EMEL’’, the Government has been able to conduct 
general food distribution to the most vulnerable people, run village shop with subsidized imported food, 
support to pastoralists, and construct water infrastructure. WFP has been able to provide general food 
and supplementary food to the Malian refugees as well as cash transfers to the most vulnerable 
households from Mauritania.  
 
Through ACT MRT121 Appeal, LWF/DWS Mauritania has been able to provide cash transfers to the most 
vulnerable households, to train women in the production of enriched food, to distribute high protein 
biscuits (BP5) to the malnourished Malian children, to provide water collection and storage materials to 
the Malian refugees. 
 
4. ACT Alliance response/planned activities 
 
LWF/DWS, with the financial support from ACT members estimated at US$400,000, has planned to 
implement the following major activities for the Malian refugees in the Mbera Camp and for host 
communities’ people: 
 

 Provide shelters to some people with specific needs among the Malian refugees (shelters and 
survival kits) 

 Provide psychosocial support to the Malian refugees (consultation and counselling, cultural and 
recreation activities, child friendly spaces)  

 Provide nutritional support to Malian refugees and host communities’ people (high protein biscuits, 
nutrition education/sensitization, supplementary centres, production of enriched food)  

 Support Farmers and Pastoralists from host communities in agro-pastoral activities (training, 
technical support) 

 
5. Constraints 
 
The major constraints to an effective response include poor road infrastructure from Nouakchott to 
Mbera Camp (1,500 km) and the volatile security situation of the Hodh El Charghi Region. Crucial to an 
effective planning and implementation is also the level of appeal funding.  
 
----------------------------------- 
Forum/Member (where no forum exists) contact information with phone numbers and Email address. 
Communications contact information with phone numbers and Email address. 
 
Any funding indication or pledge should be communicated to Jean-Daniel Birmele, Director of Finance 
(jbi@actalliance.org) 
 
For further information please contact: 

ACT Senior Programme Officer, Katherine Ireri (phone +41 22 791 6040 or mobile +41 79 433 0592) 
or 
ACT Deputy General Secretary, Rebecca Larson (phone +41 22 791 6069 or mobile +41 79 376 1711) 
 

ACT Web Site address: http://www.actalliance.org 
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