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1. Brief description of the emergency 
 
Burkina Faso is one of the countries in the Sahel region that are experiencing food shortages resulting 
from the recent drought. The food harvest in Burkina Faso in 2011-2012 has been poor due to lack of 
rain in all regions of the country.  The total cereals production was reduced by 19.61% compared with 
the 2010-2011 harvest leaving 170 communities and their livestock in need of food aid.  The situation 
has been aggravated by the influx of Malian refugees and their livestock in Northern parts of Burkina 
Faso.  The Malians are fleeing conflict in their country. 
 
2. Impact  
 
It is estimated that 2.5 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance in Burkina Faso including:  

 Malian refugees 

 Drought affected people in the Central ,Northern , Southern and Eastern regions of Burkina 
Faso, and  

 Displaced populations who are arriving in the capital estimated at 4000 persons including 51% 
of children and 27% of women (source: RAPPED). 

 
3. National and international response 
 
On the 2nd March 2012 the government announced that the national cereals balance is in deficit of 
154,462 metric tonnes. The Prime Minister of Burkina Faso also confirmed the food crisis in his speech 
to the nation on 30th March 2012. The Minister of Social Action, has formally requested support from 
the international community (United Nations, European Union and International NGO’s). 
 
The government has managed to raise 16% of the total funding required to provide food and non food 
assistance to affected population in the country between April 2012 and December 2012, estimated at 
158 million Euros. 
 
The international community (mainly through the European Union) has also launched various initiatives 
essentially focused towards supporting the government to fight the humanitarian crisis. 
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4. ACT Alliance response 
 
The ACT Burkina Forum held meetings on 1st March 2012 and 29th March 2012, and agreed on a 
coordinated response to supplement the current response by individual members (ICCO, LWR, Christian 
Aid, Diakonia Sweden and AEERB) in their respective areas of operation.  Coordination at the forum level 
will include joint assessments, planning and monitoring of implementation led by Diakonia. 
 
5. Planned activities 
 

 Joint field assessments and  formation of local management committees (April) 

 Crisis phase: free distribution of food, Cash For Work, supplementary feeding for the 
malnourished, provision of children’s kits and support to women refugees (April) 

 Mitigation : food storage, food sales at subsidized prices, targeted free distribution and Cash for 
Work (May-July) 

 Building Resilience : support food production, support to pastoralists(May- December) 
 
 
Any funding indication or pledge should be communicated to Jean-Daniel Birmele, ACT Chief Finance 
Officer (jbi@actalliance.org) 
 
 
For further information please contact: 

ACT Regional Programme Officer, Katherine Ireri (phone +41 22 791 6040 or mobile phone +41 79 433 
0592) 
or 
ACT Deputy General Secretary, Rebecca Larson (phone +41 22 791 6069 or mobile phone +41 79 376 
1711) 

 


