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 WFP Assistance 

 Assistance to Address 

Food Insecurity and 

Undernutrition  
 

PRRO 200447 

 

(January 2014-

December 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

554.5 m 
321.8 m  

(58%) 

57.3 m     

(54%)  

*June-November 2016 

The three-year Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 
(PRRO) aims to respond to the food security and 
nutritional needs of severely food-insecure people in 
Afghanistan. This includes internally displaced people 
(IDPs), returnees, refugees, and those affected by natural 
disasters, conflict and/or economic stress. Nutrition 

support to treat moderate acute malnutrition in children 
under five years of age, and pregnant and nursing 
women. Under its recovery assistance, WFP supports 
community recovery, and contributes to the learning of 
primary and upper-primary school pupils through take-

home rations, and among adults, particularly women, 

through training activities. The PRRO requirements for 
2016 are USD 213 million. 

In 2016, WFP plans to assist up to 3.9 million vulnerable 
people with 126,260 mt of food. Activities include: 
general distributions (food and/or cash-based transfers); 
nutrition programmes through targeted supplementary 
feeding; school take-home rations; disaster risk reduction 
and assets creation and vocational training activities. 
Under its Purchase for Progress (P4P) programme, WFP 

aims to increase production, productivity, and encourage 
market development in Afghanistan through the local 
purchase of wheat and high-energy biscuits. WFP 
continues to support a wheat flour fortification 
programme. How? 

SO 200870 (UNHAS) 

 

(January –December 

2016) 

Total  

Requirements  
(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 
 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

16.4 m 
10.4 m  

(63%) 

3.6 m  

(43%) 

*June-November 2016 

The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 
operation provides air transport services for the wider 
humanitarian community, throughout Afghanistan. UNHAS 

currently operates two fixed wing aircraft serving 14 
major locations, and a helicopter serving 11 locations  

inaccessible to fixed wing aircraft. The UNHAS operation 
serves 25 locations and supports 160 humanitarian 
organizations to deliver assistance. In 2015, UNHAS 
played a critical role in the IDP crisis response, including 

the relocation of 270 humanitarian personnel, who were 
affected by the conflict, to safe locations.   

SO 200635 (SGR) 

 

(September 2014-

August 2017) 

Total  
Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 
(in USD) 

 

 

6 Months    
Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

22.7 m 
1.6 m  

(7%) 
7.5 m 

                                                                                                         *June-November 2016 

Under the Strategic Grain Reserve (SGR) programme, led 
by the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Livestock, 

WFP plans to support the construction of additional 

storage facilities to increase the national emergency 
response capacity. In addition to the emergency 
response, the SGR programme facilitates the stabilisation 
of wheat prices, provides storage options to farmers, and 
reduces post-harvest losses. 
 

Highlights 

 Timely contributions are necessary to maximize the 

use of funds received from donors to meet the needs 

of the people assisted. WFP Afghanistan requires 

USD 68.4 million to fully implement its activities in 

the next six months (June to November 2016). 

 

 Under its local procurement of fortified wheat flour, 

WFP Afghanistan purchased over 25,000 mt of 
fortified wheat flour in the past six months. 

Credit: WFP/Habib Rahman 
Caption: WFP provides vocational skills training to 

women in Kabul province. 

 

 

Main 
Photo 

 

In Numbers (2016) 

235,000 people affected 

747,325 People displaced 

9.3 million People in need of food assistance 
 

49% 51% People 

Assisted  
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Donors 

Top five Donors for PRRO 200447: USA, Republic of Korea, 

Australia, Japan, Canada 

Top three Donors for SO 200870: USA, Germany, Japan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP continues to increase purchases of fortified 

wheat flour from local millers, which reinforces 

WFP’s “value for money” theme. With the potential 

for surplus grains in 2016 harvest in surplus 

provinces and districts of Afghanistan, if funds are 

available and on time, the local purchase of 

commodities will generate savings to WFP thereby 

maximizing the use of funds received from donors to 

attend the needs of the people assisted and also of 

those who produce surplus. Savings derived will 

enable WFP to purchase more food, achieving value 

for money and therefore allowing WFP to reach more 

people in need. The timing of the purchases also 

enables WFP to preposition stocks close to the 

people assisted in high altitude areas to ensure 

programme continuity throughout the year, even 

when project sites are cut off by snow. The winter 

pre-positioning in high altitude areas will begin in 

August. These are also areas with higher percentage 

of the severely food insecure.  

 

 Under its local procurement, WFP purchased over 

25,000 mt of fortified wheat flour in the past six 

months. These local purchases, involving 26 large 

commercial flour mills, has boosted WFP’s timely 

emergency response and stimulated the local 

economy. The fortification of wheat flour is part of 

WFP’s wider interventions in Afghanistan to reduce 

multiple micronutrient deficiencies amongst the 

vulnerable population. 

 

 Challenges  

 Widespread insecurity continues to be a serious 

concern, affecting community food security, 

undermining government recovery efforts and 

jeopardizing humanitarian access. Despite the 

growing insecurity, WFP remains fully operational in 

most parts of the country, with three area offices and 

three sub-offices, through which the WFP Afghanistan 

access strategy is applied to maintain the ability to 
reach the people in need.  

Impact of Limited Funding 

 WFP Afghanistan requires resources of USD 68.4 

million to fully implement its activities over the six 

month period of May to October 2016. WFP will face 

a critical food shortfall for all commodities in the 
month of September 2016. 

 Operational Impact: In response to limited resources, 

WFP has reduced rations and the number of people 

assisted for food distribution activities, reduced the 

number of people supported through asset creation 

activities, and shortened the project duration for all 
activities. 

 Response: In addition to bilateral meetings with 

donors, WFP regularly holds a donor meeting to 

share concerns about the funding shortfall, 

especially for its emergency response activities, and 
to highlight the needs for 2016. The country office 

also coordinates fundraising and resource 

mobilisation with the Regional Bureau for Asia and 
the Pacific and WFP Headquarters. 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Afghanistan faces enormous recovery needs after more 
than three decades of war, civil unrest, and recurring 
natural disasters. Despite recent progress, millions of 
Afghans live in severe poverty amid crumbling 
infrastructure and a landscape riddled with mines.  

Afghanistan ranks 171 out of 188 countries in the 2015 
Human Development Index, mainly due to war and 
insecurity. Gender inequality is pervasive with women 

and girls being largely excluded from education, 
healthcare, income generation and ownership of assets. 

The latest Afghanistan Living Condition Survey (ALCS 

2013/2014, formerly NRVA) shows that 33 percent (9.3 
million people) of the population is food-insecure. 
Among them, an estimated 3.4 million (or 12 percent) 
are severely, and 5.9 million (or 21 percent) 
moderately food insecure. The 2015 Pre-harvest 

Seasonal Food Security Assessment (SFSA) indicates 

that 33.4 percent (8.87 million) food insecure people 
need either emergency and/or livelihoods support. 
Among them, 5.9 percent (1.57 million people) are 
severely food insecure, both in terms of current food 
consumption and coping capacity, indicating an 
increase of 1.2 percent (317,000 people) compared to 
the same period last year.  

The 2013 National Nutrition Survey found 40.1 percent 
of the country’s children under five years of age to be 
chronically malnourished (stunted).  

 

 

Contact info: Habib Rahman, habib.rahman@wfp.org 

Country Director: Claude Jibidar 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/afghanistan  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 40.1% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

171 out of 188 

Income Level: Low 

Population: 30 million 

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/afghanistan

