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This document provides an overview of developments in Afghanistan from 30 July – 12 August 2013, with 

hyperlinks to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information on the 

topics below, or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the members of the Afghanistan 

Team by visiting www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg. 

 

 
 

Economic Development             Matthew Bennett►matthew.bennett@cimicweb.org 

 
he World Bank approved two grants totalling USD 50 million through the International 

Development Association to help the government of Afghanistan promoting and reinforc-
ing legal, regulatory and institutional reforms in customs, land administration and man-

agement, mining and information and communication technologies, reports a World Bank press 
release. The grants are intended to assist in mitigating the anticipated decline in foreign aid follow-
ing the pull out of foreign troops in December 2014. Paul Edwin Sisk, acting Head of Office for 

Afghanistan at the World Bank, stated “This particular grant will help the government maintain 
growth momentum during the transition and beyond. As the in ternational aid is expected to de-
cline, this grant will also strengthen revenue mobilization and fiscal sustainability.” In other fo r-

eign aid news, United States Agency for International Development (USAID) announced a new 
five-year USD 40 million grant for the American University of Afghanistan (AUAF). The award 

is intended to help AUAF increase numbers of women students, introduce the new curricula for 
the sciences, education and management disciplines and another master’s degree program as well 
as distance learning courses and on-line resources. 

The Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Industries (ACCI) reported a forty per cent increase 

in exports during the first quarter of the current fiscal year, writes Wadsam. The ACCI report stat-
ed that the upswing in exports was influenced by a reduction in both natural disasters and transit 
problems at Afghanistan’s borders, along with an increase in domestic production of goods. Mo-

hammad Qurban Haqjo, the head of the ACCI, stated “compared to last year, this year exports 
have gone up by 40% during the first quarter. Total value of exports last year stood at USD 64 
million, while this year exports are more than USD 100 million during the first quarter only” . 

Some of Afghanistan’s largest exports include carpets, fresh and dried fruits, dairy products, cot-
ton and other agricultural products. The largest destinations of export for these products include 

Canada, India, Iran, Japan and Pakistan. Conversely, Afghanistan’s imports for the first quarter of 
the current fiscal year fell from USD 1.98 billion last year to USD 1.86 billion this year. In related 
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Highlighted Topics          ►Clicking the links in this list will take you to the appropriate section. 

 The World Bank announces two grants to mitigate the decline in foreign aid.  

 ACCI reports a forty per cent increase in exports and a slight decrease in imports.   

 Mullah Omar says the Taliban are willing to begin peace negotiations. 

 Afghanistan’s first female MP says women rights reforms are coming undone. 

 Afghanistan drops efforts to collect taxes from military equipment containers.  

 Civilian casualties have increased 23 per cent in 2013, says the UN.  

 SIGAR reveals the embezzlement of USD 77 million by an Afghan contractor.  

 Tajikistan interested in joining the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan power line project.  

 

www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2013/08/07/50-million-grant-boost-economic-growth-fiscal-sustainability-afghanistan
http://afghanistan.usaid.gov/en/USAID/Article/3100/USAID_Provides_40_Million_to_Support_a_New_FiveYear_Program_at_American_University_of_Afghanistan_AU
http://www.wadsam.com/40-increase-in-afghanistans-exports-during-the-first-quarter-232/
http://www.wadsam.com/40-increase-in-afghanistans-exports-during-the-first-quarter-232/
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news, Afghan exports began moving through the Chabahar Port in south-eastern Iran during the final week of July, according to a 
report by Pajhwok Afghan News. Export Promotion Agency of Afghanistan spokesman Abdul Qadeer Mustafa pointed out the new 

route is not the end of the exports via the Afghan-Pakistani Wagah border but the use of a more economical and profitable option for 
Afghanistan. For instance, the exports of products such as dry fruit will be shipped to India and various Gulf and European states in a 
more cost-effective manner via Chabahar.  

ACCI alleged that neighbouring countries seeking to sell their own products in Afghanistan had succeeded in undermining some do-

mestic Afghan factories, highlights Pajhwok Afghan news. Khan Jan Alokozai, Deputy Chairman of the ACCI, stated that “neighbor-
ing countries wanted the local factories to collapse and to continue selling their low-quality products to the Afghans”. Such allegations 
come on the heels of a steel mill closure in Herat province with other centres of manufacturing in the area reportedly struggling. 

Toryalai Ghausi, ACCI’s spokesman in Herat province, added, “most factories in the province were on the verge of collapse.” Prob-
lems securing and maintaining visas for foreign workers were reported to be another one of the issues contributing to the eco nomic 
trouble of the factories. 

The sale of non-registered SIM cards has become a problem in Kabul and prompted complaints from citizens, says Wadsam. Non-

registered, and therefore illegal, SIM cards continue to be sold freely in street markets despite promises from the Ministry of Commu-
nications and Information Technology (MCIT) to crack down on the illegal transactions. One Kabul resident stated, “SIM cards are 

sold illegally on the streets. Abductions, theft and insurgency can easily arise from the availability of non-registered SIM cards”. Offi-
cials at the MCIT have said that a programme to ensure that all SIM cards are properly and legally registered would be launched soon. 
Previously, the Interior Ministry acknowledged that unregistered SIM cards could allow insurgent groups and militants to carry out 

terror plots and attacks throughout the country. Economic analysts have speculated that private telecommunications companies in 
Afghanistan have not previously acted to prevent the sale of such cards due to a potential loss in profits.  

US automotive company Chevrolet announced plans to invest USD 50 million to expand its presence in Kabul’s automotive market, 
reports Tolo News. Although Toyota currently dominates the automotive market in Afghanistan, officials from Chevrolet’s Afghani-

stan branch have stated they are “confident that by offering good quality cars and the best after sales service” they will be able to win 
a larger share of the market. Sher Saeedi, head of Chevrolet’s Kabul City branch, said, “The cars will have a warranty of three years. 
We will be sending our employees to Dubai for training so that they can provide better services to our valued customers .” If returns 

from this investment are substantial, Chevrolet officials have stated their desire to make further investments into the Afghan automo-
tive market. In related news, Janan Mosazai, spokesman of the Afghan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, announced at a press conference 

that Emirates Airline plans to launch flights between Dubai and Afghanistan within four months. Minister of Transport and Civil Avi-
ation Daoud Ali Najafi stated “[A]fter negotiations the company decided that it will start its services in Afghanistan. Emirates has sent 
a schedule and assured that it will start operating by December.”  
 

 

Governance & Rule of Law            Katerina Oskarsson►katerina.oskarsson@cimicweb.org 

 

n a message released ahead of the Eid al-Fitr holiday marking the end of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, the chief of the 
Afghan Taliban, Mullah Mohammad Omar, said the insurgents were willing to begin peace negotiations , blaming the US and the 

Afghan governments for the currently deadlocked peace talks, reports The Associated Press. The Taliban leader, who has not been 
seen publicly since the fall of the Taliban government in 2001, said his group is not interested in seizing control over the entire coun-
try, but instead seek an “Afghan-inclusive government based on Islamic principles”. According to the Pakistani Express Tribune, the 

conciliatory hints about political inclusiveness may suggest a shift in the Taliban’s policy. Similarly, Mullah Omar’s reference to the 
necessity of “modern education” suggests trappings of change in the group’s policy, adds The New York Times. In his statement, Mul-
lah Omar noted, “In order to protect ourselves from scarcity and hardship, our young generation should arm themselves with religious 

and modern education because modern education is a fundamental need of every society in the present time”, cites The New York 
Times. However, despite the conciliatory remarks, Mullah Omar warned that regardless of the peace talks’ outcome, the Taliban will 

continue to oppose the signing of a bilateral security agreement between Afghanistan and the US that would assure the presenc e of 
foreign troops in Afghanistan post-2014 when all coalition combat forces withdraw from the country. Moreover, in his message Mul-
lah Omar also urged Afghan forces to target foreign troops, Afghan government officials and the Afghan troops cooperating with the 

ISAF coalition forces. Lastly, Omar said his group will not take part in next year’s elections and discouraged Afghans from participat-
ing in the vote, describing it as “a waste of time” and as subject to the US manipulation.  

In related news, Afghan president Karzai’s elder brother, Abdul Qayoum Karzai, and the Afghan High Peace Council officials report-
edly held an informal meeting with the Taliban representatives in Dubai, reports Khaama Press. The two sides met to discuss ways to 

resume the stalled peace process suspended in June by the Afghan government and Taliban following a dispute over the opening of 
Taliban office in Qatar. This comes after president Karzai asked the Taliban to join the peace process on the first day of Eid holiday. 
As part of renewed efforts to restart the peace process, the Afghan government has offered the Taliban to open their political office 

within Afghanistan, or alternatively in Saudi Arabia or Turkey, highlights Pajhwok Afghan News. Afghan President Hamid Karzai 
said if the Taliban had opened the office in Afghanistan instead of Qatar, they would not have had to shut down. Meanwhile, t he Af-

ghan Foreign Ministry spokesman, Janan Musazai, said the Afghan government would guarantee security to the Taliban’s peace pro-
cess envoy if the group agreed to open the office in Afghanistan. Alternatively, “If the Taliban do not accept this offer, th e [Afghan] 
government is ready to help them [Taliban] open an office in Saudi Arabia or Turkey because the preference is to pave the ground for 

I 

http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2013/07/27/afghans-formally-start-exports-iranian-port
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2013/08/01/neighbours-want-afghan-factories-collapse
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
http://www.wadsam.com/sales-of-non-registered-sim-cards-continue-in-kabul-232/
http://www.tolonews.com/en/business/11468-us-auto-giant-chevrolet-invests-50-million-in-kabul-dubai
http://www.tolonews.com/en/business/11475-emirates-to-start-operations-in-afghanistan-within-4-months-mofa
http://news.yahoo.com/taliban-leader-says-still-willing-talk-095933883.html
http://tribune.com.pk/story/587191/eid-message-mullah-omar-blames-us-for-qatar-dialogue-deadlock/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/07/world/asia/leader-says-taliban-will-sit-out-2014-afghan-election.html
http://www.khaama.com/karzais-elder-brother-meets-taliban-officials-in-dubai-2328
http://outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=8041
http://outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=8041
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direct talks between the two sides”. The option of the Taliban political office transfer from Qatar to a different country in  a bid to 
make a fresh start was also discussed during US Secretary of State John Kerry’s visit to Pakistan, reports The Express Tribune. During 

the visit, Pakistani Prime Minister’s Adviser on National Security and Foreign Affairs, Sartaj Aziz, expressed that regardles s of the 
peace talks’ location “Pakistan will facilitate the process”. However a different Pakistani official noted “We are not very sure if this 
process will resume ever”.  

Pakistan is concerned about India’s activities in Afghanistan through an Indian consular presence in the Afghan cities of Jalalabad and 

Kandahar near Pakistani western border, reports BBC. In an interview with the BBC, US Special Envoy for Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
James Dobbins, evaluated Indian involvement in Afghan cities as minimal and “perfectly reasonable” given the strong economic and 
diplomatic relations between the two countries. Dobbins, however, acknowledged Pakistan’s concerns over India’s presence in Af-
ghanistan, noting that while Pakistan’s concerns are not “groundless”, they are “somewhat exaggerated”.  

According to Independent Election Commission (IEC) officials, the opening of voter registration centres  in twelve districts has been 
delayed due to insecurity, reports Tolo News. The districts concerned are located in Ghazni, Zabul, Nuristan, Paktika, Kunar, Kapisa 
and Helmand provinces. Meanwhile, the IEC has been unable to recruit employees to operate some of the registration centres in dis-

tricts within Nuristan and Paktika provinces due to fear of insurgent retaliation. IEC officials also urged Afghan security forces to 
scale up their effort to provide security for the election, with the Afghan Ministry of Interior (MoI) recently acknowledging  that 259 

polling centres in Ghazni, Wardak, Zabul, Nuristan, Helmand, Kandahar, Logar and Farah provinces face security risks. According to 
the IEC, so far 300,000 Afghans, including 65,000 women, have received a voting registration card across the country. In other elec-
tion-related news, Badakhsan provincial governor, Shah Wali Adeb, warned weather conditions may prevent the province’s rural 

residents from casting their votes in the next year’s elections, writes another Tolo News article. Adeb estimates roads in around thir-
teen districts will be impassable due to snow.  

A number of other articles related to governance and rule of law appeared over the past two weeks, including those below: 

 One of Afghanistan’s first female parliamentary members, Noor Zia Atmar, seeks asylum to escape domestic abuse, reports The 
Telegraph. According to Atmar, “Women [in Afghanistan] are in a worse condition now…Every day they are being killed, having 

their ears, noses cut”. While advances in women’s rights achieved over the last more than decade are often considered as one of the 
greatest achievements of the international coalition, human rights groups warn Atmar’s case is one of several instances demon strat-
ing that women right reforms are giving way to traditional conservative values.  

 Afghanistan’s ambassador to Pakistan, Omer Daudzai, confirmed that Afghan President Hamid Karzai and the leadership of the 

High Peace Council will visit Pakistan on 26-28 August in efforts to revive the stalled peace process and improve strained relations 
between the two countries, writes Reuters. The trip will be Karzai’s first visit to Pakistan since the election of Pakistani Prime Min-

ister Nawaz Sharif. 

 President Karzai and a delegation of high level governmental officials travelled to Iran to attend the inauguration of newly elected 
Iranian president Hassan Rouhani, reports Pajhwok. Following the inauguration, the two leaders agreed to expand and diversify bi-
lateral relations between the two countries.  

 Hekmatyar Gulbuddin, chief of the Hezb-e Islami, an Afghan Islamic political party and anti-government militia group blacklisted 
by the US, accused the coalition forces and Afghan minority groups of attempts to divide Afghanistan and create the federal sys-
tem, reports Khaama Press. Hekmatyar complained that several provinces, including Bamian, Dai Kundi and Balkh, have a status 

of independent states, with minority groups having a disproportional share o f the authority over civil and military institutions. 
Hekmatyar warned the minority groups cooperating with foreign forces will be punished.  

 

 

Security & Force Protection                                         Eray Basar ►eray.basar@cimicweb.org 

 
eneral Joseph Dunford, the top US and ISAF commander in Afghanistan, insisted that the signing of the stalled bilateral secu-
rity agreement is crucial for the progression beyond 2014, reports Associated Press (AP). The agreement negotiated by the US 

and Afghanistan will allow the presence of foreign troops in Afghanistan after 2014. Although the exact number of troops to 
be stationed in the country is not yet clear, it is expected that there will be approximately 9,000 US troops and 6,000 allied t roops in 

Afghanistan. The negotiations were suspended by President Karzai in June in protest to the opening of a Taliban office in Qatar. Alt-
hough negotiations currently remain suspended, it is reported that the officials of the two countries have agreed upon a draft security 
agreement and are close to signing the deal. The head of the German army association (Bundeswehrverband) Ulrich Kirsch urged that 

the German forces remain in Afghanistan after the withdrawal in 2014, reports Khaama Press. Germany will withdraw its combat 
troops from Afghanistan by the end of 2014 and leave approximately 600 troops to train and advise Afghan National Security Forces 
(ANSF). As Germany reduces the Afghan war support, Kirsch asserted that the German withdrawal “might be a positive factor for the 

parliamentarian election of Germany”, but not beneficial for the situation in Afghanistan. Khaama Press also informs that Germany 
and Afghanistan are in the process of signing a bilateral security agreement, which will set the number of German troops to remain in 

Afghanistan after 2014. Australia announced on 12 August that it reached an agreement with the international coalition partne rs to 
keep its military personnel in Afghanistan to provide training and advice to Afghans during 2014. However, Australia will no longer 
participate in the combat role against the Taliban beyond 2014, reports The Age National. Nevertheless, the possibility of a return to 
the counter-terrorism role in 2015 and beyond is kept open by the Australian government. 

G 

http://tribune.com.pk/story/586624/peace-in-afghanistan-islamabad-washington-seek-alternatives-to-doha-process/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-23598521
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/11510-opening-of-voter-registration-centers-delayed-in-12-districts-iec-officials-
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghazni.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Zabul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nuristan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Paktika.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kunar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kapisa.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Helmand.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Wardak.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Logar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Farah.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badakhshan.aspx
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/11508-badakhsan-governor-expects-low-voter-turnout-from-rural-residents
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/10235137/Afghanistans-pioneering-female-MP-seeks-asylum-as-progress-for-women-unravels.html
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2013/08/12/uk-afghanistan-pakistan-idUKBRE97B0C620130812
http://outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=8013
http://www.khaama.com/hematyar-accuse-foreigners-and-minorities-for-dividing-afghanistan-2322
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Bamian.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/DaiKundi.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/u-s-afghanistan-agree-foreign-troops-2014-article-1.1423654
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/u-s-afghanistan-agree-foreign-troops-2014-article-1.1423654
http://www.khaama.com/top-us-general-says-afghan-us-security-agreement-vital-2336
http://www.khaama.com/head-of-german-army-wants-combat-troops-to-stay-in-afghanistan-2316
http://www.theage.com.au/national/defence-announces-end-to-combat-duties-in-afghanistan-20130812-2rsiv.html
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Afghanistan dropped its claims to USD 70 million in unpaid customs fees from the US, which caused a dispute between the two coun-
tries, reports Agence France-Presse. As the deadline for withdrawal of NATO troops approaches, the US military forces are shipping 

back home large number of containers full of equipment. The Afghan government sought USD 1,000 for each container lacking valid 
customs forms, forcing the US to transport their cargo via airlift at great additional costs. Two influential US senators, whose names 
are not disclosed, reportedly proposed to withhold five dollars in aid for every dollar imposed in fines.  

A United Nations Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) report said in Afghanistan the total civilian casualties in the first six months of 

2013 increased 23 per cent compared to the same period in 2012, reports Reuters. The number of children killed rose about 30 per cent 
in the same period. UNAMA Human Rights Director Georgette Gagnon said “[t]he stepped-up transition of security responsibilities 

from international military forces to Afghan force and closure of international forces’ bases was met with increased attacks by anti-

government elements,” adding “mainly at checkpoints, on strategic highways, in some areas that had been transitioned and in districts 
bordering neighbouring countries.” According to the report, bombs and improvised explosive devices (IEDs) are the main means of 
killing. Significant civilian deaths also occurred during the fighting between security forces and the Taliban. This increase in civilian 

causalities raises the question whether the Afghan forces will be able to counter the Taliban insurgency after the foreign troop with-
drawal.  

Afghanistan and Iran signed a strategic cooperation agreement memorandum of understanding (MoU) on 04 August during a visit of 
Afghan president Hamid Karzai to the newly elected Iranian president Hassan Rouhani, reports Khaama Press. The MoU signed by 

Afghanistan National Security Adviser Rangin Dadfar Spanta and Secretary General of Iran’s National Security Council Syed Jalili 
focuses on cooperation in sectors of terrorism and drug smuggling, information sharing and bilateral coordination for increas ed coop-
eration with other nations in the region such as India and Russia.   

The Indian consulate in Jalalabad was attacked by three suicide bombers on 03 August, informs The Guardian. Consulate staff were 

not injured but nine people –including six children– were killed and 24 people were wounded during the incident. Lashkar-e Taiba 
militants are the suspected perpetrators; the Taliban denied responsibility for the attack. On 04 August, a roadside bomb wounded 
seventeen people, including a prominent lawyer in Jalalabad, reports Reuters. Lawyer Abdul Qayyum was well known in the city for 

prosecuting Taliban fighters; his brother was killed three months before. Another bomb explosion in a livestock market in Kandahar 
killed four civilians and wounded ten others on 05 August, reports AP. The target of the bombing was not clear. The convoy of a fe-

male Afghan senator was ambushed on the main highway from Kabul to Kandahar by the Taliban on 07 August, reports AP. The 
attack wounded Senator Rouh Gul Khirzad, her husband, son and one daughter, while killing another daughter and a bodyguard. In 
addition, seven people were killed in the Charcheno district of southern Uruzgan over the weekend of 10-11 August in four different 

explosions, writes AP. A NATO statement said three of its service members were killed in Kandahar on 11 August, without providing 
details about the nationalities of the troops. The insurgent attack on the NATO headquarters was repelled by the ISAF and Afghan 
National Civil Order Police.  

 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                  Rainer Gonzalez►rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org 

 
 recent report by the United States Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR) has revealed that an 
Afghan contractor providing trucking services has embezzled USD 77 million in US government funding, writes Khaama 

Press. The three-year-long SIGAR investigation has led the US Department of Justice to freeze the account and seize tens of 
millions US dollars obtained illegally by these contractors. The trucking company, Hikmatullah Shadman, is accused of charging the 
US inflated prices for its services and winning contracts through “rigged bids, bribery and kickbacks,” adds Khaama Press. Further-

more, SIGAR team found other issues regarding US contracts. For instance, during one of the visits to the Hairatan border cro ssing 
with Uzbekistan, where the railway line heads towards Mazar-e Sharif, several rail tank cars used to supply US military forces were 

illegally held up as a result of a tax dispute with the Afghan Ministry of Finance. SIGAR emphasised that issues such as these 
strengthen the argument for including taxes and duties on reconstruction and military assistance in the current negotiations of the Bi-
lateral Security Agreement between the Afghan and the US governments. Similarly, the US approach toward the Kajaki Dam is wide-

ly criticised by SIGAR. After 2001, US engineers restarted efforts to install the third turbine in Kajaki. After using several contractors 
and subcontractors at a cost of tens of millions of dollars, the turbine lies abandoned in an open space next to the dam. The United 
States Agency of International Development (USAID) suspended the plans to install the turbine at the beginning of this year a nd in-

stead agreed to pay to the Afghan government-owned electricity company, Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat (DABS), USD 75 million 
to accomplish what the contractors failed to do.   

According to Abdullah Kurbonov, deputy chairman of Tajikistan’s state-owned energy company Barki Tojik, Tajikistan is looking for 
ways to join the transmission line project from Turkmenistan to Afghanistan, reports Azernews. Currently, a 500 kV transmission line 

connecting Mary in Turkmenistan with Andkhoy in Afghanistan is under construction. Barki Tojik is seeking funding to construct 
another 220 kV line connecting Sangtuda in Tajikistan with Pol-e Khomri in Afghanistan to increase the power supply to the Tajik 

network. While Tajikistan has a significant hydropower capacity, the demand exceeds the supply, in particular during the winter 
months when customers in rural areas receive electricity for only five to seven hours per day. Traditionally, Tajikistan impo rted hy-
drocarbons from neighbouring Uzbekistan to produce electricity, but recent disputes between the two countries over water resources 

management, and the increase of Uzbek gas prices, are compelling the country to look for more feasible alternatives. The Turkmen 

A 

http://www.defensenews.com/article/20130801/DEFREG04/308010009/Afghanistan-US-End-Customs-Dispute-Over-Withdrawal
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/07/31/civilian-casualties-afghanistan_n_3680526.html
http://www.khaama.com/afghanistan-iran-sign-long-term-strategic-cooperation-agreement-2312
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/aug/03/indian-consulate-afghanistan-suicide-bomb
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/08/04/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSBRE97302F20130804
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/bomb-hidden-cart-kills-south-afghanistan-19868817
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
http://www.miamiherald.com/2013/08/07/3547754/taliban-wound-afghan-female-senator.html
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/nato-says-3-service-members-killed-in-eastern-afghanistan-as-other-attacks-kill-7-civilians/article13703428/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Uruzgan.aspx
http://www.isaf.nato.int/article/isaf-releases/three-isaf-servicemembers-killed-as-afghan-and-intl-forces-successfully-repel-insurgent-attack.html
http://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2013-07-30qr.pdf
http://www.khaama.com/afghan-contractor-accused-for-stealing-77m-in-u-s-funds-1737
http://www.azernews.az/region/57678.html
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Monsoon rain and floods across Afghanistan and 
Pakistan have killed more than 160 people and 
affected tens of thousands, reports The Himalayan. 

In Sarobi, in Kabul province, less than hour away 
from the capital, at least 61 people were killed and 
hundreds of mud-brick traditional houses were 

washed away. In the Northern provinces, at least 24 
people were also killed and thousands of acres of 

farmland were flooded. Brigadier Mirza Kamran 
Zia, chief of operations of the National Disaster 
Management Authority, said that water levels were 

coming back to normality and people were return-
ing to their houses. However, Zia warned that more 
rain than usual is expected for the months of Au-
gust and September.    

Humanitarian Update 

Ministry of Energy and Industry views the electric power industry as a strategic sector, thus it will invest USD 5 billion in the next 
seven years. The goal is to meet the Turkmen industrial and agricultural sector demand, focus on environmental safety, create  jobs and 
develop electric power exports.  

In similar news, Salma Dam, a project that has been under development for 
almost four decades, could revive old water disputes with Iran, warns The 
Christian Science Monitor. The project, in construction by India at a cost 

USD 200 million, has been delayed on several occasions due to conflicts 
and foreign occupations in Afghanistan. Iran, and to a lesser extent Turk-
menistan, seem to be concerned over diminishing water flows along the 

river Harirud. Afghan officials have accused Iran of launching dam-related 
attacks, including the killing of an Afghan district governor who had 

strongly supported the construction of the dam, adds the article. While 
several international analysts advocate developing agreements on water 
issues with neighbouring countries, Afghan officials insist they do not have 

plans to start up negotiations. “We have many projects in Afghanistan, and 
every project has its enemy. But unfortunately Salma Dam has three ene-
mies,” says Fazl Ahmad Zakeri, Ministry of Energy and Water’s acting 

director for the Harirud and Murghab River Basin. The third enemy Zakeri 
refers to, besides Iran and Turkmenistan, is Pakistan, which, according to 

him, is allegedly “trying to stop the work” because the dam is being con-
structed by its strategic rival India. The Afghan intelligence services ac-
cused Pakistan of leading the Taliban plot to blow up the dam with 2,860 pounds of explosives in April. A few months later, six secu-

rity guards were killed near the dam by a roadside bomb. Without naming Iran, the provincial security chief said that the killings had: 
“A political motivation. This is the work of those countries [which] don’t want Afghanistan to develop.” However, Iranian officials 
say they support the development of Afghanistan and deny accusations of trying to destab ilise the neighbouring country. Zakeri con-

firmed that Iran has repeatedly asked for negotiations. Salma dam will increase the cultivable land in Afghanistan from 35,000 to 
80,000 hectares and will produce 42MW of electricity, reducing Western Afghanistan’s dependency on Iran. Contrarily, on the Iranian 

side, water flow will shrink by 73 per cent in a region where the population depending on the water flowing along the Harirud  River is 
three times larger than on the Afghan side.  

A number of other social and strategic infrastructure issues emerged over the past two weeks, including those summarised below: 

 In the southern province of Nimroz, Afghans struggle to obtain drinkable water since the only source, the Helmand River, has 
dried up as a result of months of drought, reports Wadsam. Some residents obtain water from a two-inch water pipe from neigh-
bouring Iran. A Zaranj resident complains “When the Helmand River flows, 120 litres of water is sold for 20 AFN, but when the 

flow stops, 20 litres cost the same amount.” 

 According to a report issued by Daily Outlook Afghanistan, the Ministry of Communications and Technology stated that it was in 
talks with two international corporations to send the first-ever Afghan satellite into space. The satellite, dubbed ‘Afsat’, is estimat-

ed to cost approximately USD 250 million and was initially expected to be operational at sometime within the next two years.  

 According to the Afghan Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and Development, more that USD 90 million has been spent on devel-
opment projects in Badakhshan provinces, says Wadsam. Although the projects include more than 3,400 uplift initiatives, some 
parliamentarians demand more resources for the province, as the projects have only reached fifty per cent of the population.   

 

http://www.thehimalayantimes.com/fullNews.php?headline=Over+160+dead+in+Afghan%E2%80%9A+Pak+flash+floods+&NewsID=386316
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-South-Central/2013/0730/Why-a-dam-in-Afghanistan-might-set-back-peace
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nimroz.aspx
http://www.wadsam.com/residents-of-nimroz-and-jawzjan-in-need-of-drinkable-water-989/
http://outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=7995
http://www.wadsam.com/afghan-government-has-spent-over-usd-90mn-on-development-projects-in-badakhshan-province-232/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badakhshan.aspx
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