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WFP Assistance 

 
Assistance to Address 

Food Insecurity and 

Undernutrition  

 

PRRO 200447: 

(Jan 2014 - Dec 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

5 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

554.4 m 
326 m  
(59%) 

53.8 m 
(64%)      

*August 2016 - December2016 

 

The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 
aims to respond to the food security and nutritional needs 
of severely food-insecure people in Afghanistan. This 
includes IDPs, returnees, refugees, and those affected by 
conflict, natural disaster and economic stress. WFP’s 

nutrition support aims to treat moderate acute 
malnutrition in children under five years of age, pregnant 
women and nursing mothers.  

In 2016, WFP plans to assist 3.9 million people with 
126,000 mt of food under activities including general 
distributions (food and/or cash-based transfers); nutrition 
programmes, through targeted supplementary feeding; 
school take-home rations; disaster risk reduction and 
assets creation, and vocational training activities. Under 

its Purchase for Progress (P4P) programme, WFP aims to 
increase production, productivity, and encourage market 
development in Afghanistan through the local purchase of 
fortified wheat flour. 

WFP Afghanistan is seeking to extend the PRRO for 
another 18 months as well as adjusting its impact through 
a budget revision. WFP will maintain its strong emergency 
response for IDPs, as well as refocus its assets creation 
activities with a stronger disaster risk reduction approach. 

The budget revision is expected to be approved in 
November 2016. 

Special Operation 

200870 (UNHAS) 

 
(Jan –December 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

5 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

16.4 m 
13 m 
(81%) 

1.4 m  
 

* August- December 2016 

 

 

The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 
operation provides air transport services for the wider 

humanitarian community, throughout Afghanistan. The 

UNHAS currently operates three fixed wing aircraft 
serving 14 major locations, and a helicopter serving 11 
locations inaccessible to fixed wing aircraft. In total, the 
UNHAS operation serves 25 locations and supports 160 
humanitarian organizations to deliver assistance. In 

2015, UNHAS played a critical role in the IDP crisis 
response, including relocating of 270 humanitarian 
personnel, who were affected by the conflict, to safe 
locations.   

Capacity Development 

in Support of the 

Strategic Grain Reserve 
in Afghanistan 

 

Special Operation 200635  

(Sept 2014-Aug 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received 

(in USD) 

 

 6 Months    

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

22.7 m 
1.6 m  
(7%) 

2.1 m 

                                                                                                         * July- December 2016 

Under the Strategic Grain Reserve (SGR) programme, led 
by the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Livestock, 

WFP will support the construction of additional storage 
facilities, increasing the national emergency response 
capacity. The SGR programme facilitates the stabilisation 
of wheat prices, provides storage options to farmers and 
reduces post-harvest losses.  
 

Highlights 

 WFP Afghanistan is closely following the internally 

displaced persons (IDPs) situation in the country. WFP 
is ready to provide immediate food assistance to any 

emergencies in coordination with the Government and 

other humanitarian agencies.  
 

 The latest Pre-Harvest Assessment results predict 

similar or higher levels of national wheat production this 
year, compared to 2015 levels.  
 

 To support planning, including procuring from local 
millers and prepositioning of food stocks for winter, 
WFP welcomes predictable, flexible funding for its 
operations. 

Main 
Photo 

 

In Numbers (2016) 

9.3 million people are severely and 

moderately food insecure.  

760,000 people affected by conflict (73%) or 

natural disaster (27%) are targeted for food 

assistance.  

1.1 million children need treatment for 

acute malnutrition. 

 
49% 51% 

People 

Assisted  

Credit: WFP/Focus 
Caption: WFP asset creation project in a very remote 

area of Badakhshan district.  
July 2016 
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Donors 

Top five Donors for PRRO 200447: USA, Republic of Korea, 

Australia, Japan, Canada 

Top four Donors for SO 200870: USA, Germany, Japan, CERF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 
 

 In June, WFP assisted 1,138,185 people with 6,574 mt of 
food, and USD 298,000 cash-based transfers, focusing 
on acute needs, while seizing opportunities targeted for 
investments to build resilience in the country. 
 

 Through WFP’s emergency food assistance 117,570 
people were assisted including IDPs fleeing conflicts, 
those affected by natural disasters, economically 
stressed people and refugees in Khost and Paktika 
provinces.  

  
 Through asset creation activities, 15,287 households 

(107,000 of their family members also benefited from 
the food assistance) were employed to implement 
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) activities. Under this 
programme, WFP supports communities to create and 
rehabilitate their community assets, such as flood 
protection walls and irrigation canals. 

 
 Under its nutrition programme, WFP treated 38,944 

malnourished children and 84,639 acutely malnourished 
pregnant women and nursing mothers (211,598 of their 

family members also benefited from the food 
assistance), through its targeted supplementary feeding 
programme activities to improve their nutritional status. 

 
 WFP assisted 201,782 school students (605,346 

benefited including family members) received WFP 
fortified vegetable oil as a take-home ration to promote 
increased enrolment in schools. Under vocational skills 
training, 57,715 people received WFP assistance of USD 
298,000 as a cash-based transfer. 

   
 Cash-Based Transfers (CBT) - WFP is continuing its 

pilot initiative with new Mobile Money 
Operators/Financial Service Providers (FSPs), in order to 
enhance the coverage and capacity of electronic value 
vouchers. WFP is also assessing the feasibility of working 

with local FSPs for emergency cash distributions to 

conflict-affected and natural disaster-affected IDPs. 
 
 Strategic Review – In the coming months, WFP is 

aiming to support the Government of Afghanistan in 
creating a roadmap towards achieving Zero Hunger.  

 

 Gender - WFP, together with UN Women, completed its 
first all-female internship programme in Afghanistan. For 
a period of six months, 12 young female graduates were 
placed across all technical departments of WFP. 

 

Challenges  

 Access and Security - Widespread insecurity is a 
serious concern and access to many districts in the 
country remains extremely difficult for WFP staff. 
Consequently, WFP continues to outsource food 
assistance operations and monitoring functions to NGOs 

and external parties, called Programme Assistance 

Teams (PATs), who report to WFP on a regular basis. 
  

Impact of Limited Funding 
 WFP Afghanistan requires USD 53.8 million for the PRRO 

for the next six months (August 2016 – January 2017).  
 

 WFP prioritises life-saving interventions, such as nutrition 
programmes and support to IDPs. To cope with funding 
shortfalls, WFP has to reduce rations, assistance duration 
and the number of people assisted.   

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Afghanistan faces enormous recovery needs after more 

than three decades of war, civil unrest, and recurring 

natural disasters. Despite recent progress, millions of 

Afghans live in severe poverty amid crumbling 

infrastructure and a landscape riddled with mines.  

Gender inequality is pervasive with women and girls 

being largely excluded from education, healthcare, 

income generation and ownership of assets. 

The latest Afghanistan Living Condition Survey (ALCS 

2013/2014, formerly NRVA) shows that 33 percent (9.3 

million people) of the population is food-insecure. 

Among them, 3.4 million people (or 12 percent) are 

severely, and 5.9 million people (or 21 percent) are 

moderately food- insecure. The 2015 Pre-harvest 

Seasonal Food Security Assessment indicates that 33.4 

percent (8.8 million) food-insecure people need either 

emergency and/or livelihoods support. Among them, 5.9 

percent (1.5 million people) are severely food insecure, 

both in terms of current food consumption and coping 

capacity, indicating an increase of 1.2 percent (317,000 

people) compared to the same period last year.  

The 2013 National Nutrition Survey found 40.1 percent 

of the country’s children under five years of age to be 

chronically malnourished (stunted).  

WFP has been in Afghanistan since 1963.  

 

 

 

Contact info: Habib Rahman, habib.rahman@wfp.org 

Country Director: Mick Lorentzen 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/afghanistan  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 40.1% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

171 out of 188 

Income Level: Low 

Population: 30 million 

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/afghanistan

