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WFP Assistance 

 
Assistance to Address 

Food Insecurity and 

Undernutrition  

 

PRRO 200447: 

(Jan 2014 - Dec 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

554.4 m 
326.6 m  

(59%) 
55.8 m 
(71%)      

*October 2016 - March 2017 

 

The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 
aims to respond to the food security and nutritional needs 
of severely food-insecure people in Afghanistan. This 
includes internally displaced persons (IDPs), returnees, 
refugees, and those affected by conflict, natural disaster 

and economic stress. WFP’s nutrition support aims to 
treat moderate acute malnutrition in children under five 
years of age, pregnant women and nursing mothers.  

In 2016, WFP plans to assist 3.9 million people with 
126,000 mt of food under activities including general 
distributions (food, and/or cash-based transfers); 
nutrition programmes, through targeted supplementary 
feeding; school take-home rations; disaster risk reduction 
and assets creation, and vocational training activities. 

Under its Purchase for Progress (P4P) programme, WFP 
aims to increase production, productivity, and encourage 
market development in Afghanistan through the local 
purchase of fortified wheat flour. 

WFP Afghanistan is seeking to extend the PRRO for 
another 18 months as well as adjusting its impact through 
a budget revision. WFP will maintain its strong emergency 
response for IDPs, as well as refocus its assets creation 
activities with a stronger disaster risk reduction approach. 

The budget revision is expected to be approved in 
November 2016. 

Special Operation 

200870 (UNHAS) 

 
(Jan –December 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

16.4 m 
14.1 m 
(86%) 

8.1 m  
 

* October 2016 - March 2017 

 

 

 

The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) 
operation provides air transport services for the wider 

humanitarian community throughout Afghanistan. The 

UNHAS currently operates three fixed wing aircraft 
serving 14 major locations, and a helicopter serving 11 
locations inaccessible to fixed wing aircraft. Overall, the 
UNHAS operation serves 25 locations and supports 160 
humanitarian organizations in delivering assistance. In 
2015, UNHAS played a critical role in the IDP crisis 
response, including relocating 270 humanitarian 

personnel, who were affected by the conflict, to safe 
locations.   

Capacity Development 

in Support of the 

Strategic Grain Reserve 

in Afghanistan 

 

Special Operation 
200635  

(Sept 2014-Dec 2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 months     

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

22.7 m 
1.6 m  
(7%) 

3.9 m 

                                                                                                       *October 2016- March 2017 

Under the revised Strategic Grain Reserve (SGR) 
programme, led by the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, 
and Livestock, WFP will support to increase the national 

emergency response capacity and facilitate the 
stabilisation of wheat prices, providing storage options to 
farmers and reducing post-harvest losses.  
 

Highlights 

 In response to the influx of Afghan returnees from 
Pakistan, WFP is preparing an Emergency Operation 
(EMOP) from October to June 2017 to provide food 
assistance to 548,000 people, covering documented 

and undocumented returnees, newly-affected 

internally displaced persons (IDPs), and refugees from 
Pakistan. WFP requires USD 67 million for timely food 
and cash assistance to these vulnerable people.  

 For the 2016/2017 winter, WFP will pre-position 5,297 
mt of food for 152,227 people in high elevation areas, 

where access becomes difficult during winter.  

Main 
Photo 

 

In Numbers (2016) 

9.3 million People are severely and 

moderately food insecure.  

760,000 People affected by conflict (73%) or 

natural disaster (27%) are targeted for food 

assistance.  

1.1 million Children need treatment for 

acute malnutrition. 

 49% 51% People 

Assisted  

Credit: WFP/ Fezeh Hossaini 
Caption: Women empowerment through Asset Creation 

project in Kabul, 2016 
September 2016 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Donors 

Top five Donors for PRRO 200447: USA, Republic of Korea, 

Australia, Japan, Canada 

Top four Donors for SO 200870: USA, Germany, Japan, CERF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 
 

 WFP Afghanistan is initiating an Emergency Operation to 
respond to the returnee crisis. The response will provide 

both cash and in-kind food support to vulnerable 
populations, meeting the food security needs of: 
163,000 undocumented returnees, 200,000 documented 

returnees, 150,000 internally displaced people, and 
35,000 refugees from Pakistan in Afghanistan.  
 
Emergency food security interventions will be 

supplemented with nutritious ready-to-use food to 
undocumented returnee families with children under five 
of years of age, food. A reinforcement of existing 
targeted supplementary feeding across six districts in 
Nangarhar will meet the projected increase in the 
number of people to be assisted in health facilities. 
 

As the emergency evolves, WFP’s assistance will move 
from in-kind food assistance to cash support and will see 
the introduction of SCOPE to support the operations of 
both WFP and its partners.This is the first time that 
SCOPE technology will be rolled out in Afghanistan. 
SCOPE is WFP’s beneficiary and transfer management 

platform for recording and managing information on 
beneficiaries and assistance for them, creating 
distribution cycles and organizing cash payments. 

 
 Under its local procurement initiative, WFP purchased 

50,000 mt of fortified wheat flour since January 2016. 

These local purchases, involving 26 large commercial 
flour mills, have boosted WFP’s timely emergency 
response and stimulated the local economy. Flour 
fortification is one of the most effective methods of 
supplementing poor diets at the household level. The 
fortification of wheat flour is part of WFP’s wider 
intervention in Afghanistan to reduce multiple 

micronutrient deficiencies amongst the vulnerable 
population. 

 

 WFP has significantly increased women’s participation in 

projects. In 2016, women’s participation in asset 
creation activities grew from 1.2 percent to 14 percent 

for in-kind and 30 percent for projects supported by 
cash-based transfers, and direct recipients of general 
food distributions doubled. 
 

Challenges  

 Access and Security - Widespread insecurity is a 

serious concern and access to many districts in the 
country remains extremely difficult for WFP staff. 
Consequently, WFP continues to outsource food 
assistance operations and monitoring functions to NGOs 
and external parties, called Programme Assistance 

Teams (PATs), who report to WFP on a regular basis. 
  

 Impact of Limited Funding - WFP Afghanistan seeks 
USD 67 million for the EMOP, which will support and 

complement the work of humanitarian partners 
responding to the influx of returnees in the coming 

weeks and months. WFP also needs USD 55.8 million for 
PRRO and USD 8.1 million for UNHAS for the next six 
months (October 2016 to March 2017). WFP’s priorities 
are life-saving interventions, such as nutrition 
programmes and support to returnees and IDPs.  
 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Afghanistan faces enormous recovery needs after more 

than three decades of war, civil unrest, and recurring 

natural disasters. Despite recent progress, millions of 

Afghans live in severe poverty amid crumbling 

infrastructure and a landscape riddled with mines.  

Afghanistan ranks 171 out of 188 countries in the 2015 

Human Development Index, mainly due to war and 

insecurity. Gender inequality is pervasive with women 

and girls being largely excluded from education, 

healthcare, income generation and ownership of assets. 

The latest Afghanistan Living Condition Survey (ALCS 

2013/2014, formerly NRVA) shows that 33 percent (9.3 

million people) of the population is food insecure. Among 

them, 3.4 million people (or 12 percent) are severely, 

and 5.9 million people (or 21 percent) are moderately 

food insecure. The 2015 Pre-harvest Seasonal Food 

Security Assessment indicates that 33.4 percent (8.87 

million) food insecure people need either emergency 

and/or livelihoods support. Among them, 5.9 percent 

(1.57 million people) are severely food insecure, both in 

terms of current food consumption and coping capacity, 

indicating an increase of 1.2 percent (317,000 people) 

compared to the same period last year.  

The 2013 National Nutrition Survey found 40.1 percent of 

the country’s children under five years of age to be 

chronically malnourished (stunted).  

WFP has been in Afghanistan since 1963.  

 

 

 

Contact info: Habib Rahman, habib.rahman@wfp.org 

Country Director: Mick Lorentzen 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/afghanistan  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 40.1% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

171 out of 188 

Income Level: Low 

Population: 30 million 

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/afghanistan

