
HOW CERF WORKS

CERF receives contributions from donors – mainly 
governments, but also, foundations, companies, charities 
and individuals – into a single fund with a $450 million 
annual funding target.

This money is set aside for immediate use at the onset 
of emergencies, in rapidly deteriorating situations and in 
protracted crises that fail to attract sufficient resources.

In emergencies, humanitarian organizations apply jointly 
for funding. Funds are immediately released if these 
proposals meet CERF’s criteria, i.e. the needs are urgent 
and the proposed activities will save lives.

With money available immediately, relief organizations 
can deliver food, safe drinking water, medical supplies 
and other life-saving aid faster and more efficiently. 

CERF allocations are designed to complement other 
humanitarian funding sources, such as country-based 
pooled funds and bilateral funding.

The United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) is one of the fastest and most 
effective ways to support rapid humanitarian response for people affected by natural disasters 
and armed conflict.
CERF receives voluntary contributions year-round to provide immediate funding for life-saving 
humanitarian action anywhere in the world.

Aid workers identify the most urgent 
types of life-saving assistance that 

affected people need, such as shelter, 
food, clean water and medicine.

Donors contribute to CERF 
before urgent needs arise.

DONOR
CONTRIBUTIONS

IDENTIFYING
HUMANITARIAN NEEDS

UN agencies, IOM and their partners 
work together to prioritize life-saving 

relief activities. They request CERF 
funding through the top UN of�cial 

in the country.

CERF pools these 
donations into a 

single fund. 

MANAGING FUNDS REQUESTING CERF 
FUNDING

CERF

Based on expert advice from aid workers on the ground, the Emergency 
Relief Coordinator distributes CERF funding.

ALLOCATING
FUNDS

Recipient organizations use the money for life-saving aid operations. 
They always track spending and impact, report back to CERF and return 

funds that are not used.

SAVING LIVES

About CERF

Rapid Response
CERF makes money available when it is needed most: at 
the beginning of a crisis, when time is of the essence and 
it is critical that emergency relief operations get under 
way quickly.
But mobilizing funds can take time and as time passes, 
more lives are lost.

CERF helps to remedy this problem with rapid response 
grants, which can be approved in as little as 48 hours.

Underfunded Emergencies
CERF provides funding to the world’s most neglected 
crises. When a disaster fades from the headlines, or never 
makes the headlines, it is much harder to raise funds. The 
need for help, however, is no less significant. 

CERF helps to address this challenge with underfunded 
emergencies grants, which are disbursed twice a year for 
emergencies that have not attracted sufficient funding.

Loans 
CERF has a loan facility of $30 million. Up to one-year 
loans are provided based on indication that donor 
funding is forthcoming.
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FUNDING RECIPIENTS

In an average year, CERF allocates approximately $450 
million to humanitarian operations in some 50 different 
countries. Since 2006, more almost $4.2 billion has been 
allocated to help millions of people in 94 countries and 
territories across the world.

CERF funding is available to UN agencies, funds and 
programmes and the International Organization for 
Migration. 

NGOs are important partners in the CERF allocation 
decision-making processes and receive CERF funding 
when they carry out work for recipient organizations.
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CERF DELIVERS RESULTS

Each year, CERF grants enable humanitarian partners to 
provide critical health services to over 20 million people, 
food assistance for some 10 million people, provide water 
and sanitation to 8 million people and bring emergency 
shelter to over 1 million people. 

Other areas of CERF-funded interventions include 
agriculture, camp management, coordination, education, 
logistics, mine action, nutrition, protection and security.

Top 10 recepients of CERF funds, 2006-2015, in US$ million

CERF CONTRIBUTORS

CERF is funded by voluntary contributions. Since 2006, 
CERF has received more than $4.2 billion from 125 
UN Member States and observers, regional and local 
governments, private donors and individuals. A third of 
CERF’s contributors have also received support from the 
fund.
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CERF MANAGEMENT

The Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs 
and the Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) manages 
CERF on behalf of the UN Secretary-General.

The ERC is supported by the CERF secretariat, which 
is situated within the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs. 

The CERF secretariat is responsible for ensuring that the 
funds are allocated properly, disbursed in a timely manner, 
and that use of the funds is reported appropriately and 
transparently.

The CERF Advisory Group provides policy guidance to 
the Secretary-General on the use and impact of the fund. 

How to donate?
Member States, Observers and other public entities 
that would like to contribute to CERF should contact 
the CERF secretariat. Individuals, corporations and 
foundations can visit www.unocha.org/cerf/donate

*Other public sector contributors to CERF since 2006: Belgium, Finland, Switzerland, Luxembourg, United States of America, Republic of Korea, Japan, New Zealand, 
Italy, Qatar, Russian Federation, France, China, India, Brazil, Austria, Kuwait, Poland, Turkey, South Africa, Portugal, Liechtenstein, Greece, Iceland, Mexico, Indonesia, Czech 
Republic, Monaco, Saudi Arabia, Estonia, Romania, Ukraine, Malaysia, Kazakhstan, United Arab Emirates, Slovenia, Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Andorra, Singapore, San 
Marino, Hungary, Nigeria, Central African Republic, Pakistan, Israel, Croatia, Trinidad and Tobago, Thailand, Brunei Darussalam, Mali, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Cyprus, Latvia, Sri 
Lanka, Ecuador, Albania, Myanmar, Peru, Algeria, Vietnam, Bahamas, Armenia, Philippines, Bulgaria, Lithuania, Oman, Morocco, Ghana, Montenegro, Sovereign Military 
Order of Malta, Antigua and Barbuda, Bangladesh, Republic of Moldova, Mongolia, Holy See, Syrian Arab Republic, Guyana, Grenada, Guatemala, Jamaica, Malta, Slovakia, 
Mozambique, Uruguay, Kenya, Costa Rica, Serbia, Bhutan, Djibouti, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Afghanistan, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Panama, Namibia, Tunisia, Venezuela, Cöte d’Ivoire, Tajikistan, Maldives, Republic of Congo, Samoa, El Salvador, Georgia, Madagascar, 
Saint Lucia, Benin, Haiti, Timor-Leste, Tuvalu, Regional Government of Flanders, Hyogo Prefecture Japan and the State of South Australia. For the complete overview of 
amount and private contributions to CERF, see http://cerf.un.org • All data as of 31 December 2015

To find out more please visit

cerf.un.org
or contact the CERF secreteriat

Babita Bisht   •   bisht1@un.org  
Susan le Roux   •   leroux@un.org 
Matija Kovac   •   kovacm@un.org 


