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International Partner Highlights
The Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) 
in coordination with the Colombian Ministry of Health and Social Protection (MHSP), hosted 
the Regional Malaria Partners Meeting in Bogotá on May 2, 2016 and the XV AMI/RAVREDA 
Annual Evaluation Meeting on May 3–5, 2016. The XV AMI/RAVREDA Annual Meeting 
included a policy update on mass drug administration by the WHO and the announcement of 
two new publications by the WHO’s Evidence Review Group (ERG).

PAHO in collaboration with member countries developed a Plan of Action for Malaria 
Elimination 2016–2020 aligned to the Global Technical Strategy 2016–2030. PAHO’s 
Technical Advisory Group (TAG) for malaria reviewed the advanced draft. The document 
will be presented for approval at the next PAHO Directing Council meeting in September 
2016.

With the general shift towards malaria elimination, new publications now include the use of 
molecular techniques to identify asymptomatic malaria infections, as well as provide details 
on the surveillance systems around disease foci, case identification, and case specification. 

Countries of the Americas continue to face difficulties in the procurement and distribution 
of antimalarial medicines due to the irregular timing of antimalarial requisitions and 
the minimum number required for the majority of them. To inform ministries of health 
about joint procurement protocols and coordinate the timing of antimalarial requisitions, 
PAHO developed a brochure for engaging with high-level decision makers on the joint 
procurement of medicines. 

Also to support emergencies 
and stock-outs, PAHO manages 
a strategic stock warehouse 
in Panama. PAHO continues 
to stock Artemisinin-based 
Combination Therapies (ACTs) 
for imported Plasmodium 
falciparum cases coming from 
areas where resistance to 
chloroquine is known, as well 
as antimalarials for severe 
cases. The warehouse recently 
acquired first line treatment with 
chloroquine and primaquine to 
support countries without access 
to those antimalarial drugs. 

Operating 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, it is able to dispatch medicines to address 
critical shortages, outbreaks, imported cases, and severe cases throughout the Americas. 
This activity has saved at least 10 lives by providing treatment for severe malaria cases, in 
addition to ensuring availability of drugs in participating countries. Antimalarials for severe 
cases (artesunate IV and quinine IV) have been distributed to six countries, including 
two shipments sent out of the region to Somalia and Swaziland. During this quarter, 
the warehouse also began stocking treatment for Guillain–Barré disorder to ensure that 
countries in the region will be able to respond to cases that may emerge in association 
with the spread of the Zika virus.
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Coordinated by PAHO’s Regional Malaria Program, an External Quality Assurance Program 
(EQAP) was implemented. Four rounds of evaluation have been undertaken between 
2011 and 2015, with twelve national reference laboratories participating in the first round, 
increasing to 18 and then 21 by the fourth round. Results show that there have been 
important improvements in laboratory performance compared to the previous round, with 
satisfactory improvement and achievement of cutoff value in diagnosis (95% cutoff) and 
parasite morphology (80% cutoff), but much less so in density estimation (80% cutoff) and 
species identification (95% cutoff). The evaluation will serve to standardize processes and 
protocols across countries in the microscopic diagnosis of malaria. With decreasing malaria 
cases, countries need to prioritize the quality of diagnosis in order to detect each and every 
case. Given different treatment regimens for P. falciparum and Plasmodium vivax throughout 
the region, countries should focus on species identification and parasite density in order 
to move towards malaria elimination. The EQAP continues to showcase the South–South 
collaboration that is possible in the region, and has helped strengthen the leadership of the 
national laboratories in Honduras and Peru in the process.

Missions coordinated by PAHO/WHO are visiting countries participating in the Elimination 
of Malaria in Mesoamerica and the Island of Hispaniola (EMMIE) Initiative to verify malaria 
data with the purpose of strengthening malaria surveillance as the countries move towards 
elimination. In collaboration with the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), PAHO/WHO has established a regional Technical Advisory Group on Public Health 
Entomology (TAG-PHE). The TAG-PHE brings together experts from across the Americas 
in a direct advising role to PAHO/WHO Director Carissa Etienne, and held its first meeting 
from March 8–10, 2016. The group of experts aims to strengthen public health entomology, 

implement integrated vector management 
(IVM), and both monitor and manage insecticide 
resistance to address Zika as a public health 
emergency of international concern. The TAG-PHE 
is also focused on analyzing the evidence in the 
field of public health entomology to better direct 
efforts on other vector-borne diseases. Exploration 
of new vector surveillance and control measures, 
including the adoption of new technologies, will also 
be included in the work of the TAG-PHE.
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Experts from the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) malaria 
branch have been contributing to the Zika outbreak response in the region, reinforcing vector 
surveillance and control activities in affected countries.  

As part of continued support in strengthening medicines’ quality assurance systems in 
the region, the Promoting the Quality of Medicines (PQM) Program implemented 
by the US Pharmacopeial Convention (USP) will hold a meeting in the second half of 
2016. The meeting will convene partners from selected countries to further advance in 
establishing a sustainable framework for South–South collaborations.

The USAID-funded Systems for Improved Access to Pharmaceuticals and 
Services (SIAPS) Program evaluated progress of the Integrated Malaria Control 
Strategy implemented by the Colombian National Program for the Promotion, Prevention 
and Control of Vector Borne Diseases in the departments of Cauca, Meta and Nariño. 
In the area of pharmaceutical supply chain management, Brazil was a major focus of 
SIAPS interventions this quarter, with an electronic application developed to analyze 
information from the supervision system, and piloted in the states of Amazonas and 
Acre. Also in Brazil, SIAPS completed a rapid evaluation to characterize the mobile 
population in Roraima state and design targeted interventions, particularly for artisanal 
gold miners. In addition, SIAPS delivered its systematization of practices and proposal 
to monitor malaria control activities in mining areas of Pará state to the National Malaria 
Control Program (NMCP) in March 2016, with follow-up scheduled for July 2016. In both 
cases, the need to establish alternative mechanisms for the continuous provision of 
diagnosis and treatment to mobile populations was highlighted. A workshop to follow-up 
on the progress of closing performance gaps in the implementation of malaria control 
interventions was scheduled for May 17–18, 2016 with the participation of nine state-
level malaria programs in Brazil. 

Photo: PAHO/WHO

http://www.cdc.gov/malaria/malaria_worldwide/cdc_activities/amazon.html
http://www.usp.org/global/global-activities/latin-americacaribbean/government-and-institutional-activities
http://siapsprogram.org/
http://siapsprogram.org/


5

As part of continued support to AMI, Links Media 
provided graphic design assistance and editorial support 
to PAHO/WHO for three AMI Strategic Orientation 
Documents that were originally published in 2011:  
(1) Vector Surveillance and Control in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, (2) Supply Management and Quality Assurance 
for Drugs and Supplies Used in Malaria Diagnosis 
and Treatment, and (3) Monitoring the Efficacy of and 
Resistance to Antimalarials in the Current Epidemiological 
Context. The documents were finalized and disseminated in 
English, Spanish, and Portuguese.

On April 5th, Links Media held a regional webinar on 
“Good Practices for Collaborating with Indigenous Peoples 
on Malaria Prevention and Control,” with the goal of 
improving health managers’ knowledge of indigenous 

health and intercultural communication pertaining to malaria. The webinar was attended by 
a total of 70 participants from Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, 
Guyana, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, and Peru including health professionals, civil 
society organizations, PAHO and USAID.

In close coordination with the regional health directorate (DIRESA) in Peru’s Loreto region, 
Links Media finalized terms of reference for an Education, Communication, and Social 
Mobilization Specialist for Malaria to work within Loreto’s DIRESA.

Links Media provided research support and advocacy recommendations to the Suriname 
NMCP director for a letter to be sent on World Malaria Day 2016, to national decision-
makers about malaria elimination. 

Links Media provided technical assistance to Guyana’s Vector Control Services for the 
development of a pocket guide on rapid diagnostic test (RDT) use and storage, to be 
distributed at regional trainings in the country’s endemic regions. The illustrated guide includes 
instructions in English, Spanish, and Brazilian Portuguese for mobile loggers and miners.

Global Malaria News
According to WHO, at least 10 new countries are expected to eliminate malaria by 2020, 
at least 10 from 2020–2025, and at least 15 from 2025–2030. Importantly, the WHO has 
said that all countries can accelerate towards malaria elimination, and that innovative tools 
and implementation approaches will be needed to reach elimination targets.

New research at the University of Melbourne by Goodman et al., Parasites resistant 
to the antimalarial atovaquone fail to transmit by mosquitoes, on Plasmodium berghei 
malaria in mice, published in March 2016, suggests that resistance to the commonly-used 
antimalarial medication, atovaquone, is apparently unable to be transmitted. Although 
the human-specific P. falciparum malaria has only been investigated experimentally in 
mosquitoes so far, similar effects were reported.  

The WHO has recently published Eliminating Malaria and Information note on 
recommended selection criteria for procurement of malaria rapid diagnostic tests (RDTs). 
The WHO has also published The Emergency Response to Artemisinin Resistance in 
the Greater Mekong Sub-Region. Another publication on the Control and Elimination 
of P. vivax Malaria is expected to be an important resource for the Americas, given the 
predominance of P. vivax malaria in most countries in the region.
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Country Spotlight
Colombia’s MHSP hosted the XV AMI/RAVREDA Annual Evaluation Meeting from 
May 3–5, 2016 in the city of Bogotá. In recognition of World Malaria Day 2016, on April 
26th Colombia’s epidemiological surveillance committee within the Ministry of Health 
developed the following themes: perspectives on malaria elimination, urban malaria and 
epidemiological surveillance by laboratory and entomology. On April 29th, the National 
Institute of Health (NIH) held a scientific discussion on malaria specific themes. Lastly, a 
meeting was held to develop malaria contingency plans for the country departments that 
are experiencing outbreaks.

To mark World Malaria Day 2016, Guatemala’s Ministry of Public Health and Social 
Assistance launched the “National Alliance to Eliminate Malaria” with the goal of 
eliminating P. falciparum malaria by 2017 and P. vivax by 2020. Through this partnership, 
Guatemala’s civil society, private sector, and international cooperation agencies will 
provide technical and financial support to malaria elimination efforts. 

Peru continues to address an ongoing malaria emergency in the region of Loreto. The national 
program, in coordination with PAHO and Peru’s National Institute of Health, organized a training 
workshop from February 22–26, 2016 (23 microscopists participated) to strengthen the capacity 
for quality-assured microscopy in order to continue improving the national malaria surveillance 
system in Iquitos. During the month of April, NMCP representatives from Peru and Brazil met 
in Loreto to discuss joint efforts to address malaria cases in border towns and share work 
experiences with indigenous populations.  

Ecuador is currently addressing the aftermath of an April 2016 earthquake, in which some 
equipment for malaria control, such as microscopes, were damaged. After the NMCP’s 
functions were assumed by the National Direction of Prevention and Control Strategies 
and the National Institute of Public Health Research (NIPHR), the country now has a  
2016–2020 Malaria Elimination Plan. 

On April 24, 2016, to mark World Malaria Day, Guyana’s Vector Control Services (VCS) 
launched the pilot roll-out of RDTs in one of the country’s malaria endemic regions,  
Region 8 and held a two-day training session for miners on the use of RDTs, from  
April 25-26. The recently developed pocket guide, including illustrated user instructions 
for the proper use and storage of RDTs, will be used for future training sessions in other 
endemic regions. 
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Calendar of Events

June
Meeting of the WHO’s malaria  
evidence review group to discuss  
changes to Malaria Elimination:  
An Operational Manual   
Shanghai, China, June 2–3, 2016. 

IV International Research  
Meeting on Infectious Diseases  
and Tropical Medicine  
Quito, Ecuador, June 13–15, 2016.

Science of Eradication:  
Malaria Course   
Barcelona, Spain, June 12–18, 2016. 

Meeting of the Council of  
Ministers of Health of  
Central America and the  
Dominican Republic (COMISCA),  
TBD.

August
International Day of the World’s  
Indigenous Peoples  
Worldwide, August 9, 2016. 
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September
AMI/RAVREDA Semi-Annual  
Steering Committee Meeting 
Washington, DC, USA, TBD. 

International Congress for Tropical 
Medicine and Malaria 
Brisbane, Australia, September 18–22, 2016.

October/November
Launch of new WHO/GMP malaria 
elimination materials  
Cairo, Egypt.

November 
Malaria Day in the Americas  
November 6, 2016.

65th Annual Meeting of the American 
Society of Tropical Medicine and  
Hygiene (ASTMH) 
Atlanta, USA, November 13–17, 2016.

December
World Malaria Report 2016 release. 

International Migrants Day  
Worldwide, December 18, 2016.
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