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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Despite possible negative impact of dry conditions in 
southern and coastal provinces, generally favourable crop 
production prospects expected in 2015 

 Inflation rates remained stable, but removal of fuel 
subsidies in December 2014 may exert some upward 
pressure on food prices 

Production prospects for 2015 cereal crops are 
generally favourable 
Harvesting of the main 2015 cereal crops will commence in March, and 
is expected to be completed by June. Rains since the start of the 
cropping season in October 2014 have been near-average over most of 
the large crop-producing provinces of the centre, with overall favourable 
crop prospects at the national level. Drier conditions were observed in 
the less productive coastal areas, resulting in below-normal vegetation 
conditions, lowering yield expectations. Some dryness was also 
recorded in the southern provinces of Huila, Cunene and Namibe, 
which normally contribute to about 10 percent of the national cereal 
output. Rainfall forecasts for March and April indicate an increased 
possibility of average to above average levels across most of the 
country, except for southwestern parts, mainly in Cunene and Namibe 
provinces. The continuation of poor rains in these provinces could 
result in reduced yields. 

Inflation stable in 2014 
The annual inflation rate during the last quarter of 2014 remained 
largely stable at 7.5 percent. Reflecting this trend, cereal prices in 
Luanda have remained comparatively stable and were only marginally 
higher than the previous year in January 2015. Food prices, particularly 
in deficit producing areas, are expected to come under some upward 
pressure from the cut in fuel subsidies that took effect in December 
2014, with petrol and diesel prices increasing by 20 percent. This 
follows a previous 25 percent increase in September 2014. 

Food security in southern provinces remains a 
concern 
Food security in southern parts of the country, particularly the 
southwest, remains tight. The increase in fuel costs in 2014 is expected 
to result in upward pressure on food prices, which could negatively 
impact on food access particularly in deficit producing areas. However, 
the expected arrival of new supplies from the 2015 harvest from March 
will help to alleviate the tight food security conditions.  
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