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February
Supported a Brittany Region initiative 
to structure local produce farms and 
markets in Burkina Faso. This marked 
the first time that AFD has financed a 
projected initiated and implemented 
by a French local government.

29 May
Signed a cofinancing agreement with the 
World Bank, strengthening ties between the 
two institutions. In October, the two agencies 
created a “road map” identifying areas for 
collaboration: Africa, fragile states, climate, 
sustainable cities, and knowledge production.

Highlights

2014

AFD employs new development models 
to confront shared challenges

In an increasingly interdependent world, developed and 
developing countries share common challenges — economic, 
social, security- and population-related. As France’s 
development agency, AFD addresses such challenges by 
providing financing and assistance to projects. The Agency 
promotes a type of economic development synonymous 
with environmental protection, the fight against climate 
disruption, urban and rural improvements, and social 
progress for all.

RECONCILING DEVELOPMENT AND CLIMATE CONCERNS

53%billion in foreign countries and France’s 
overseas provinces for development projects 
with a demonstrably positive climate impact2.8€

€

of 2014 funding 
in foreign countries 
aided the fight against 
climate disruption

billion since 
2005

A constant 
rise: 18

€
to French NGOs (+19%)

million 
in grants58to multiply impacts — with international 

donors, United Nations agencies, local 
governments, nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs), companies, 
foundations, and think tanks 

150More
than

PARTNERSHIPS

STRENGTHENED PARTNERSHIPS

€
of France’s state-allocated 
aid to Africa

79%
of grants were 
dedicated to Africa’s 
poorest countries

66%
ANOTHER RECORD YEAR IN AFRICA

billion 
committed 3

4.5

7.8
8.1

2008 2013 2014

AFD Group financing 
commitments 

(AFD and Proparco)
in billions of Euros

*includes €245 million 
from other donors

8Passing 
billion* 
milestone

the €



AFD-funded projects implemented 
from 2012 through 2014 
have produced results

TRANSPORTATION
million passengers ride new or modernized public 
transit each year102

BIODIVERSITY
million hectares benefit each year from biodiversity-conservation 
and sustainable-resource-management programs 32

SLUM DISTRICTS

million people now live in better 
and safer homes2.3

ENERGY

people connected to power 
grids and electrification150,000 megawatts of 

renewables installed1,700

EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT
million schoolchildren attended 
primary and elementary schools2 youth enrolled in vocational 

training programs332,000
WATER AND SANITATION

million people received 
access to drinking water2.75 people received access to 

improved sanitation services960,000
MICROFINANCE AND LOCAL ECONOMIES

small businesses received 
financial support or credit lines246,000

CLIMATE
Climate-change attenuation projects that AFD 
financed between 2012 and 2014 will abate 11.7 million tons of CO2 

equivalent per year 

AGRICULTURE

family farms (on average) receive 
direct aid each year771,000



With solutions tailored 
to the development level 
of each country or territory

Latin America 
and the Caribbean

Promoting green and inclusive growth 
and sharing French expertise.

 Financing tools: Primarily loans 
(excluding use of French aid monies) 

to large emerging countries.

15%
of financing activity

€1.2 billion

Middle East and North Africa 
Promoting job creation, urban and rural development, 

and regional economic integration with Europe.

Financing tools: Primarily loans; grants benefit 
populations enduring great hardship, such as Palestinians 

or Syrian refugees living in Jordan or Lebanon.

13%
of financing activity

€1 billion

Sub-Saharan Africa

The highest-priority region. Promoting basic services 
access, sustainable cities, infrastructure, family farms, 

natural resource preservation, and job-creating business 
start-ups and expansion.

Financing tools: Grants for poor countries, budget 
support, debt relief and development contracts, loans, 

credit guarantees, and private equity.    

36.5%
of financing activity

€2.95 billion

1% of financing activity covers multiple regions.
Figures represent financing committed by the AFD Group.

79% of France’s state-allocated 
aid funding

7 July
First French law covering 
development and international 
solidarity permitted AFD to 
create multi-donor trust funds 
and to delegate resources to 
other trust funds.

July
First financing 
operation in Peru: 
a loan to the public 
bank Mi Vivienda 
in support of green 
and social housing.

15 July
The European Commission, along with aid agencies 
from France, Germany and the Netherlands, launched 
the multi-donor Békou Trust Fund to help the Central 
African Republic with post-crisis stabilization and 
reconstruction. Targeted initiatives include rebuilding 
healthcare facilities, rehabilitating urban infrastructure 
in Bangui, and providing support for women.

Spring
An AFD funding 
mechanism for NGOs 
began financing 
relief e�orts for 
Syrian refugees in 
Jordan and Lebanon.



Using a variety of financing 
tools in diverse sectors 
of intervention

French Overseas 
Provinces

Assisting economic growth through local 
government funding and consulting, private 

sector support, housing and urban development, 
and regional economic integration.

Financing tools: Loans, credit guarantees, 
small-business loans (through Bpifrance).

19%
of financing activity

€1.55 billion

Asia
Promoting green and inclusive growth 

and sharing French expertise.

Financing tools: Primarily loans (excluding use 
of French aid monies) to large emerging countries.

15.5%
of financing activity

€1.2 billion

Non-sovereign loans

Sovereign loans

Credit guarantees and private equity
Delegated funds from other donors

Loans

Credit guarantees and private equity
Small-business financing (Bpifrance)

Grants and subsidies  
(project grants, debt relief 
and development contracts, 
budget support, NGO support)

2,321

2,897

758
310

245

1,004
26

516

IN FOREIGN
 COUNTRIES

IN THE FRENCH 
OVERSEAS PROVINCES

Financial tools deployed
(€ million)

(27%)€2.244 bn
Infrastructure and 
urban development

(21%)€1.669 bn
Energy

(22%)€1.742 bn
Business, industry and trade 
(banking, microloans, small-business support)

(7%)€527 mm
Other

(budget support, etc.)

(9%)€767 mm
Health and education

(8%)€633 mm
Water and sanitation

(4%)€315 mm
Biodiversity and 
natural resources

(2%)€181 mm
Agriculture and 
food security

Sectors
financed

AFD aims for environmentally-friendly 
development in all sectors.

Autumn
Battled the Ebola outbreak with a €4 million 
grant to Guinea for a specialist center within 
the Pasteur Institut; funded the deployment 
of France’s Red Cross services. Provided 
additional funding for Côte d’Ivoire’s National 
Response Plan and for several NGOs.

17 September
First issuance of 
“Climate Bonds.” Raised 
€1 million to finance 
projects that alleviate 
climate disruption.

23 September
Participated in the 
UN Climate Summit 
in New York, at the 
invitation of UN 
Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon.

1-12 December
AFD representatives 
attended the 20th 
session of the 
Conference of the 
Parties to the 
UNFCCC in Lima.



Tel: +33 1 53 44 31 31 - Fax: +33 1 44 87 99 39
5, rue Roland Barthes - 75598 Paris Cedex 12
France
www.afd.fr

Agence Française de Développement

As a public financial institution, AFD has implemented French develop-
ment policy for more than 70 years. 

In recent years, globalization has flourished and extreme poverty has 
diminished. Since the adoption of the United Nations Millennium Develop-
ment Goals, childhood education has spread and infant mortality has 
decreased, among other achievements.

However, inequality has greatly increased amid widespread underemploy-
ment, joblessness and global resources depletion. 

To confront these challenges in an increasingly interdependent world, AFD 
promotes new economic-growth and development models that have 
proven more resilient, less polluting, and better able to meet economic and 
social aspirations. AFD’s actions aim to:

• Transform economic growth into social progress for all
• Place environmental concerns at the heart of growth models
• Develop rural and urban areas in environmentally and socially sound ways

AFD can draw upon the expertise and the commitment of its 1787 
employees and agents around the world. Through them, the Agency 
finances and assists public and private development actions, both in the 
French Overseas Provinces and in more than 90 developing and emerging 
countries. The Agency also helps shape public policies that, in turn, define 
future development paths.

Partnerships and innovation remain central to AFD’s work, which revolves 
around:

• Financing projects and programmes
• Sharing expertise and savoir-faire
• Creating knowledge and participating in international debate
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