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HIGHTLIGHTS:   
 COLOMBIA: More than 2 million people have been affected by rains.  Some 21 countries donated USD$10.5 million to assist 

flood victims.  
 PANAMÁ: Health authorities have adopted the epidemiologic ring in the flood areas. More than 13,000 people affected by 

the rains.  
 CHILE: Wildfires have destroyed 6,500 hectares of forest in the Central Region.  
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FLOODS – HEAVY RAINS 
COLOMBIA: The current rainy season is the 

worst in Colombia’s history. The government 

estimates that USD$5 billion will be needed to 

repair damages. Some 21 countries have 

already donated US$10.5 million to assist the 

affected population, which stands at 2.1 million 

people affected and more than 303,000 houses 

damaged. The Red Cross has launched an 

international appeal for US$1.2 million to assist 

71,500 people.  The floods have also damaged 

10,000 hectares of banana and plantain crops. 
Source: Government of Colombia.   

 

PANAMA: More than 13,500 people have been 

affected by floods and landslides in various 

communities in Panama.  Health authorities 

have adopted an epidemiologic ring in 

communities affected by the flood; fumigation, 

drainage of septic tanks and latrines, and 

placing of lime is underway to minimize the 

proliferation of vectors and bacteria in affected 

areas.  
Source: Government of Panama. 

 

WILDFIRE 
CHILE: More than 6,500 hectares of forest and 

bushes have been destroyed by wildfires in the 

central area of Chile. Local authorities continue 

to monitor weather conditions and employ 

prevention and response plans for early 

interventions in case of new fires.  
Source: National Office for Emergency. 

 

 

At least 23 wildfires devastated thousands of hectares in several 
areas in the Central Region of Chile, forcing local authorities to 
declare a Red Alert to allocate extra resources. EFE©. 
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EPIDEMICS 
HAITI:  The death toll due to the cholera 

outbreak stands at 2,535 with over 100,000 

people affected and 58,190 hospitalized cases. 

Artibonite, located in the northeast area of the 

country, is the most affected department. 

Cholera was eradicated in Haiti until the recent 

outbreak in mid-October.  
Source: OCHA. 

 

DROUGHT AND FOOD INSECURITY 
BOLIVIA: Scientists predict that the current 

drought brought about by a rise of temperature 

in the highlands of Bolivia and Peru, could cause 

desertification and water shortages, which could 

affect more than two million inhabitants around 

the cities of La Paz and El Alto(1). The United 

Nations has allocated USD$2 million from its 

Central Emergency Response Fund to halt 

drought effects in the country (2).  

Source: (1) National Scientifics Foundation (United States). 

(2) United Nations. 

 

EARLY WARNING  
LAC: Approximately 98 natural disasters 

occurred in Latin America and Caribbean during 

2010, causing 225,684 deaths and economic 

losses of USD$50 billion.  The main causes of 

the disasters were weather-related, earthquakes 

and disease. The biggest crises were in Haiti and 

Chile, with earthquakes that damaged a large 

part their economies. In Haiti, the poorest 

country in the region, the January earthquake 

caused 220,000 deaths and losses at USD$7.754 

million, generating massive migration to the 

countryside in search of food.  In Chile, although 

the death toll from February’s earthquake was 

much lower, its economic losses were about 

USD$30 billion, which represents 17 percent of 

the country’s GDP.  Weather-related disasters 

such as drought, rains or hurricanes were 

responsible for 1,380 deaths and losses of 

USD$9.8 billion. Cholera in Haiti led to 2,535 

deaths and generated economic losses of USD$ 

565 million.  Chile, Haiti and Mexico are the 

countries that suffered the worst economic 

losses due to natural disasters during 2010.  

Losses in Mexico were caused by the intense 

hurricane season. 
Source: ECLAC. 


