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CROSS BORDER & REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Conflict in the Kivus a humanitarian threat 
to the region 
Armed conflict in the Kivus (eastern DRC) intensified in 
October leading to further displacement of civilians. As 
of 30 October, some 13,000 refugees - mainly from 
Rutshuru district in north Kivu - had crossed the border 
into Uganda, including 5,000 in the last week of Octo-
ber.  
UNHCR is currently making preparations to relocate the 
refugees from the reception centre at Nyakabande, 
Uganda, 15 km from the border, to Nakivale, an estab-
lished camp about 300 km away. The Nyakabande re-
ception centre was, as of the end of October, hosting 
approximately 12,000 refugees, many of whom have 
been displaced several times during the past two years. 
UNHCR estimates that the conflict has displaced up to 
370,000 people since December 2006 many of whom 
are scattered in sites around Goma, DRC. 
A joint assessment team comprising officials from the 
Uganda government, WFP, MSF-France and UNHCR 
travelled to Kisoro in Uganda on the 21st October to 
verify the influxes and plan for the distribution of relief 
aid to the refugees. Although the refugees in Uganda 
are reportedly in good health, WHO has reported cases 
of cholera in the IDP camps around Goma.  
Sexual violence remains widespread in eastern DRC. In 
October, UNFPA reported 10 cases of sexual violence 
in IDP camps around Goma. In addition, cases of child 
recruitment are also of concern. According to a 2007 
Report of the Secretary-General on Children and 
Armed Conflict in the DRC, as of end of May, 154 chil-
dren had been separated from the ‘mixed brigades’ but 
child protection workers knew of at least 200 more still 
in General Nkunda’s ranks.  
There have also been cross-border population move-
ments into Rwanda during September and October at 
the Nkamira transit centre in north-west of the country 
that borders north Kivu. As of early October, an esti-
mated of 789 Congolese refugees mainly women and 
children were hosted in the transit centre.  
 

Record Turnout to Stand Up, Speak Out 
Event 

43.7 million people 
worldwide - 7.5 million of 
them in Africa, - stood 
up and spoke out 
against poverty during a 
24-hour period on 16 
and 17 October, earning 
a Guinness World Re-

cord for global events. The “Stand Up, Speak Out 
against Poverty and for the Millennium Development 
Goals” campaign on the International Day for the Eradi-
cation of Poverty mobilized 43,716,440 people in more 
than 6,000 events in 110 countries, breaking last year’s 
Guinness world record of 23.5 million.  Asia had the 
greatest number of participants, some 27.6 million, fol-
lowed by Africa and the Arab region. 
The initiative was led by the United Nations Millennium 
Campaign in partnership with the Global Call to Action 
against Poverty and a range of non-governmental or-
ganizations, faith-based groups and civil society. United 
Nations country teams around the world supported the 
campaign, which was aimed at enhancing the under-
standing and the realization of the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals, in particular to halve the number of people 
in extreme poverty by 2015. 
 

New coverage for OCHA Regional Office for 
Central and East Africa 
Established in 1996, OCHA Regional Office for Central 
and East Africa (RO-CEA) has until recently been cover-
ing Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Central 
African Republic, Chad, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Republic of Congo-Brazzaville, Rwanda, Soma-
lia, Sudan, Tanzania, and Uganda. 
In September, the coverage of RO-CEA was expanded 
to include Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Sao Tome & 
Principe and Gabon. (...Cont page 3) 
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Stand out Speak out Campaign marked in Kenya 
Photo © Julius Mwelu/IRIN 
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Sudan
Over half a million people have been affected during the 2007 floods - commonly described as the worst in living
memory in Sudan. Flood response continues in all ten States that were flood affected.  No significant floods have been
reported in October and assistance is now reaching those that were previously inaccessible due to flood situation.
Response is now transitioning to focus on food security and disease risk reduction (OCHA Sudan).

Response
-US$ 14million (43% of the flood response appeal) has been received by 31 October
-WFP has targeted 45, 700 flood affected with air drops, which will continue throughout November
-Other ongoing assistance includes NFI’s, material for rebuilding homes and water infrastructure.

Uganda
In its 24 October Progress Update to the Uganda Floods Flash Appeal, the humanitarian community increased its figure
for the total number of people directly affected by the flooding to 323,000, all of whom remain at risk for food insecurity
and disease.
Humanitarian response continues in affected areas of eastern and northern Uganda, particularly in the heavily-affected
sub-regions of Teso, Bugisu and Sebei, as well as in affected parts of Lira, Pader and Kitgum Districts of northern
Uganda (OCHA Uganda).
Response
-Key non-food assistance being distributed throughout flood-affected Uganda.
-Current funding of the US$ 41 million Flash Appeal launched on 21 September is US$ 13.8 million, or 33% of
requirements.
-Disease monitoring remains heightened in the affected zones; no outbreaks of epidemic disease reported.
-Limited presence of humanitarian agencies in the most affected areas, particularly in the Bugisu sub-region.

Rwanda
As a result of torrential rains in Rubavu and Nyabihu districts (Western Province) in early September, assessments
carried by WFP, DMU and Disaster Management Task Force confirmed 20 deaths, 706 houses totally destroyed, 4,000
people displaced and 2,500 ha of crop land destroyed. With a further 8,000 people still at risk in affected areas. Rains
have subsided. Land on higher ground being sought for re-settlement to avoid future recurrence. (WFP Kigali).
Response
-492 MT of food equivalent to US$ 370,000 already provided by WFP.
-Humanitarian partners are putting together a funding proposal to cover outstanding needs including shelter construction

Kenya
A joint GoK-Inter Agency mission conducted on 24-27 September in Budalangi and Rachuonyo Districts, confirmed that
the number of affected people was higher than previously stated- up to 28,000 from the previously reported 18,000.
Water levels receding in October although most areas in Budalangi are still water logged; few families returned home,
4,864 displaced persons still living in ten IDP camps; 20,000 still affected; 2,000 remain inaccessible. Situation likely to
worsen with onset of short rains expected in November and December (UNICEF KCO, OCHA Kenya).
Response
-Food provided by GoK in Budalangi and Busia districts.
-Humanitarian partners providing medical assistance and distributing NFIs including temporary shelter materials to both
primary and secondary school candidates expected to sit their end year examination in November.
-Co-ordination by National Disaster Operation Centre (NOC) and District/Division officials activated, but this requires
further strengthening.

Ethiopia
In mid-October 239,586 people had been affected by flooding with 73,746 displaced in six regions (Amhara, Gambella,
Afar, SNNPR, Tigray, and Somali).  Regional government and NGOs offering assistance to displaced persons.   There is
a possibility that fresh flooding could occur along Wabishebele river due to current deyr (short) rains (OCHA Ethiopia).
Response
- Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF) granted US$1.6 million to support response activities in flood affected areas.
- 300MTs of food delivered to affected people in Mustahil, Kelafo and Ferfer (Somali region) in addition to NFIs
distributed by UNICEF and MSF-Switzerland.
-Humanitarian partners, together with the district AWD and Flood Control committees coordinating activities in Gambella
and Somali regions, although this requires further strengthening.

Burundi
Rains in mid-October affected provinces Cibitoke, Bururi, and Bujumbura Mairie, 539 houses destroyed with an
estimated 2,695 persons were affected in Bujumbura Mairie alone. 120 houses in Cibitoke. Burundi Red Cross
and WHO are currently evaluating the situation for the other affected regions (OCHA Burundi).

ROC
Heavy rains in late October have affected the area around Goma Tse Tse, 25 km southwest of Brazzaville in the
Pool region. Flooding has also affected a stretch of the railway linking Brazzaville to the Atlantic port of Pointe-
Noire thereby cutting off a key supply route. Transport Minister indicated that the government is seeking
alternative routing to facilitate transfer of  foodstuffs into Brazzaville by road. (IRIN, 5 November).
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DRC
On 25-26 October, flooding in Kinshasa caused 32 deaths, 100 injuries, 1,500 displaced, several houses, bridges
and road sections collapsed. Transport by rail temporarily suspended (IRIN, 31 October).

Response
-According to Burundi Red Cross NFIs are yet to be provided due to insufficient funds. A basic emergency kit will
however be provided by Red Cross to the most vulnerable pending the mobilisation of resources form Red Cross
regional office.

Response
-Government has set up a crisis unit to discuss necessary response for affected people. The national transport
office suspended train links between Eastern suburbs and Central Kinshasa where bridge have been weakened
by the floods.

KM0 400
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PoolPool

The geographic extent of the affected
areas shown on this map is inclusive of
ongoing response, need and flooded
areas.

Flood affected
areas
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COUNTRY UPDATES 

Central African Republic (CAR) 

Following reports of increased violence in Ouham Pre-
fecture, in the northwest of CAR, a joint assessment 
was carried out on 23 September by the UN and part-
ners. The areas visited included the Paoua-Ndim-axes 
Ngaoundaye, Ngaoundaye-Bocaranga and Bocaranga-
Paoua. The assessment established that from mid to 
late August, a unit of armed elements had moved into 
the area where they had carried out shootings and loot-
ings.  The assessment team was told by villagers that 
the attacks led to the death of three people and several 
others were injured.  The latest attacks have led to the 
flight of approximately 12,000 people into the bushes 
where they have no access to basic services. 
 

DRC 

Military dissidents loyal to renegade general Laurent 
Nkunda resumed fighting with FARDC (national army)  
in the eastern province of north Kivu in the week of 25 
September, just two weeks after a cease-fire was nego-
tiated. President Kabila visited north Kivu from 19 to 22 
September and urged rebel leader Nkunda’s troops to 
either disarm or to enter into “brassage” (formal army 
reintegration process).  

President Kabila also discussed with aid agencies how 
to improve access for humanitarian workers and protect 
civilians from armed groups, as well as the needs of 
those affected by the crises in the east. Conflict has 
caused populations to flee towards displacements 
camps in north Kivu. According to UNHCR, the number 
of people forced to flee violence this year in north Kivu 
province has exceeded 300,000 - the highest level in 

three years. In the month of September alone, 90,000 
people fled their homes. Since 19 September, UNHCR 
and the DRC government have been distributing aid at 
Bulengo, a displacement site 15km west of Goma. The 
relief assistance consisting of food and non-food items 
has so far benefited 7,860 IDPs 
 

Eritrea  

The Government has indicated that it is expecting a 
bumper harvest following above average Kiremti rains 
(June-September) and is urging farmers to harvest in 
time to avoid potential destruction of crops by the short 
rains. The Ministry of Agriculture's latest locust survey 
(19-22 September) suggests the threat of infestation is 
diminishing in the Western lowlands as rains recede and 
vegetation dries out.  
 

Chad 

On 16 of October, the Government of Chad declared a 
State of Emergency for a 12 day period as the result of 
escalated inter-ethnic conflict in three Regions 
(Ouaddai, Wadi Fira and Borkou-Ennedi-Tibesti) in 
Eastern and Northern Chad. 
On a positive note the Chadian government and four of 
the main rebel groups – Union of Forces for Democracy 
and Development (UFDD), Rally of Forces for Change 
(RFC), Chadian National Concord (CNT) and UFDD-
Fundamental (UFDD-F) -  signed a peace accord in 
Libya on 26 October in the presence of Chadian Presi-
dent Idriss Debyand President Omar El Bashir of Sudan. 
Meanwhile, six members of the French NGO, L’Arche 
de Zoé (Zoé’s Ark), were arrested on 25 October at the 
Abeche airport as they were preparing to take 103 chil-
dren out of the country to host families in France 
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Indicators Cameroon Equatorial Guinea Gabon Sao Tome & Principe 
Population 16 322 000 504 000 1 384 000 157 000 
Humanitarian concerns 
(current or previous) 

•Conflicts in Chad and CAR 
causing refugee and asylum 
seeker influx into the country 

•Poverty and neglect espe-
cially in the Far North Province 
leading to high maternal and 
child mortality rates 

•Generalised poverty 

•Lack of basic services 

•Human rights abuses 

•Limited democratic space 

•Country is characterised 
by numerous strikes by 
workers 

•Generalised poverty 

•Rapid urbanisation with no 
refuse disposal system 

•5% of the population is un-
dernourished; 

•12% of children under five 
are underweight and 21% are 
stunted 

•Generalised poverty 

•Deteriorating educa-
tion and health care 
facilities 

•Mother and child 
healthcare activities 
under developed 

GDP per Capita $2,174 $20,510 $6,623 US$1.231 

Population below  
poverty line 

40.2% N/A 30% 54% 

Life expectancy 45.7 years 43 years 57 years 58.5 years 

Infant mortality rate 93 deaths/1,000 live births 123 deaths/1,000 live births 60 deaths/1,000 live births 75 deaths/1,000 live 
births 

HIV Prevalence 5.4% 3.2% 7.9 % N/A 
Access to clean water 66% urban 45%, rural 42% urban 95%, rural 47% 79% 
Literacy rate 79%) 87% 71 % N/A 
Doctors/People ratio 0.19/1000 0.30/1000 0.29/1,000 0.49/1000 

Displaced people N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Refugees 30,000 (mainly from CAR) N/A 12,700 (80% from RoC) N/A 

Human development index 0.506 (HDI 2006 Rank 144 out 
of 177) 

0.653 (HDI 2006 rank 120 
out 177) 

0.633 (HDI 2006 Rank 124 out 
of 177) 

0.607 (HDI 2006 Rank 
127) 

Sources: UNDP, UNICEF, World Bank, UNAIDS, WHO, UNHCR, IRIN, IDMC 

Below are some of the humanitarian and development indicators of the additional countries: 
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tional Federal Government (TFG) Ali 
Mohamed Gedi resigned. The UN 
envoy to Somalia described the resig-
nation as a peaceful resolution to the 
existing rift between the Prime Minis-
ter and TFG President Abdullahi Yu-
suf.  Professor Salim Aliyow, the for-
mer minister of education and deputy 
to the TFG President was appointed 
in acting capacity, a day later. 
 

Sudan 

On 18 October, the Federal Ministry 
of Health (FMoH) in Sudan, re-
quested WHO support to investigate 
and control a suspected haemor-
rhagic fever outbreak in White Nile 
and Sinnar States.  As of 2 Novem-
ber, 125 cases including 60 deaths 
have been reported from more than 
10 localities of White Nile, Sinnar and 
Gezira states. Young adult males 
have been predominately affected. 
More than 25 human samples tested 
have been found positive for Rift Val-
ley Fever.  
Efforts are ongoing to intensify sur-
veillance, case management, health 
education and vector control in the 
affected areas. WHO is working with 
the FMoH on an outbreak response 
plan of action to identify the priority 
technical and operational support 
needed. (WHO Sudan, as of 2nd No-
vember-) 

Sao Tome & Principe 

During the month of October, mem-
bers of the elite police force unit, 
known as “Ninjas”, occupied police 
headquarters twice over a two week 
period. The Ninjas demanded money 
in damages for injuries they claim to 
have sustained during training in An-
gola. After successful negotiations 
with Government - mediated by the 
Speaker of Parliament - the Ninjas 
declared an end to their mutinies on 
20 October. 
 

approved the allocation of food for 
an estimated 600,000 beneficiaries 
in the five zones that are under mili-
tary operation in the Somali region. 
The Government has further agreed 
to the establishment of two new joint 
UN support offices in Kebridehar 
and Degehabur towns to strengthen 
the response capacity in the Somali 
region. 
 

Somalia 

Conflict between Ethiopian / Soma-
lia TFG troops escalated in Moga-
dishu between the 27 and 29 Octo-
ber. More people fled from the city in 
three days than in the last four 
months combined. UNHCR reported 
that up to 88,000 Somalis have fled 
during the violence including 17,000 
within the city and 46,000 in the Af-
gooye area, which already hosts at 
least 100,000 IDPs.  
The humanitarian situation in the 
country has worsened as effective 
delivery of humanitarian aid is hin-
dered by increased insecurity. More 
than 250 blockades on roads lead-
ing into south and central Somalia 
restrict movement. Security for hu-
manitarian workers remains alarm-
ing.  
The WFP head of office was ar-
rested and detained by the authori-
ties between 17 and 23 October and 
a local media manager was assassi-
nated on 19 October. WFP was 
forced to temporarily suspend distri-
bution of aid to affected populations 
following this incident. 
Unless humanitarian access is im-
proved there is a risk of a further 
decline in the food security situation, 
which would add to present key 
needs such as water, shelter, sani-
tation, medical care and threat of 
AWD outbreak. Global acute malnu-
trition rates in Somalia are currently 
at 17% (FSAU).On October 29, the 
Prime Minister of Somalia's Transi-

Despite claims by the statement 
released by  NGO that the children 
were orphans from Darfur, a joint 
UNHCR, UNICEF and ICRC on 1 
November said most of the children 
had families which included at least 
one close relative. According to the 
agencies, there are 21 girls and 82 
boys in the group, ranging between 
one and ten years of age.  

Kenya 

As the country prepares for the gen-
eral elections – which have been 
scheduled for the 27 December - 
cases of electoral violence continue 
to be reported in many parts of the 
country. Generalised insecurity by 
vigilante groups being used to intimi-
date political opponents remain a 
serious concern. Violence against 
women aspirants is on the increase, 
with the objective of deterring 
women from seeking election. As at 
end of October, six women activists 
had been seriously injured during 
violent incidents targeting women 
aspirants.  
 

 Ethiopia 

 

Following the recommendations by 
the UN assessment mission con-
ducted between 30 August and 5 
September, Government agencies 
in conjunction with the UN have pre-
pared a joint Government-UN re-
sponse plan for the Somali region, 
of south eastern Ethiopia. Four ma-
jor trade routes - including Dolo, 
Warder, Elbarde and Hartishek/
Togwajale – previously disrupted by 
counter insurgency activities in the 
areas – have since been re-opened, 
paving the way for the transfer of 
food commodities and access to 
basic services. 
The Ethiopian government has also 
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President Idriss Deby visits the 103 children 
whom Zoe's Arc attempted to fly to Europe. 
Abeche October 26, 2007.  

OCHA House Gigiri Crescent 
Off UN Avenue 
P.O. Box 30218-00100 
Nairobi, Kenya 

Phone: +254-20-7622166 
Fax: +254-20-7622632/7622895 

E-mail:: roceainfo@un.org 
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Disclaimer: The information in this document is consolidated from reports and field information 
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partners, NGOs, news agencies, and others. The articles provided are subject to availability of 
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