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The compilation of Detailed Damage Assessment (DDA) data is currently ongoing and the results are 
expected to be available early next week. The most updated information from the Fiji Government suggests 
that there 509 houses were destroyed and 1,152 houses damaged in the Northern and the Eastern divisions.   
 
The Government and the FRCS relief teams have continued distribution of food and basic non-food relief 
items, including clothes, blankets, tarpaulins, water, cooking sets, hygiene sets and first aid kits. Over 6,800 
people have already been assisted with the provision of non food items (NFIs) by the FRCS. According to the 
FRCS, needs in terms NFIs will be met by ongoing distributions.  
 
Although the DDA results will confirm the final damage costs in each sector, currently available information 
already suggests the estimated rehabilitation costs in each sector as follows:  

• Education: FJ$1.54 million (US$800,305) 
• Agriculture and livestock: FJ$53.4 million (US$27.7 million) 
• Road repair: FJ$9.1 million (US$4.7 million) 
• Rural water supply system: FJ$500,000 (US$260,000) 
• Health: FJ$1.41 million (US$732,700) 
• Electricity : FJ$310,000 (US$161,100) 
• Telecom: FJ$800,000 (US$415,743)  
 

In total, estimated rehabilitation costs so far amount to FJ$67 million (US$34.8 million), out of which the vast 
majority (nearly 80 percent) is required for agricultural rehabilitation. The total amount is assumed to increase 
once the DDA is finalized.  
 
Last week the French Marine Surveillance Aircraft “Garnia” conducted an areal survey of all air and sea ports 
in the Eastern Division to assess the accessibility to these areas by boat and by air. France has also 
dispatched a French aircraft, “Casa”, which arrived in Suva on 1 April . The plane was carrying relief items, 
including 570 tarpaulins and 269 blankets. In addition, a French frigate, “Vendémiaire”, from Noumea is due 
to arrive in Suva on 3 April to transport relief and rehabilitation items to the Eastern and the Northern divisions. 
The ship is loaded with relief items and a helicopter which can support the transport of relief items from the 
ship to the affected areas. The frigate will remain in Fiji for 5 days to provide transportation support to the Fiji 
Government.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• According to the Fiji Government, the total rehabilitation cost following Tropical Cyclone (TC) 

Tomas is estimated to be FJ$67 million (US$34.8 million). The vast majority of this amount is being 
requested for agricultural rehabilitation. The figure may increase, since the compilation of Detailed 
Damage Assessment (DDA) is ongoing.  

• The result of the DDA conducted by the Fiji Government will be available early next week while the 
updated result of the Fiji Red Cross Society (FRCS) assessment will be ready by the end of this 
week. These two assessment reports will provide a better picture on recovery needs as well as 
residual humanitarian needs.  

• The Fiji Government reiterates that priority areas at this stage are: rehabilitation of education 
facilities, rehabilitation of damaged and destroyed houses, as well as additional food rations.  

 

II. Situation Overview 



The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 
principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
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Early Recovery 

• The Fiji Government indicates that agriculture and shelter rehabilitation are the two main sectors to 
be focused on during the recovery phase. The DDA will ascertain the type of assistance required from 
the international community during the recovery phase.  

 
Education 

• According to the National Disaster Management Office (NDMO), the education sector rehabilitation 
cost is FJ$1.54 million (US$800,305), the vast majority of which will be used for repair of damaged 
school buildings.  The rest will be used for replenishment of damaged school materials and 
resources. [The figure might increase as the DDA compilation continues. The Ministry of Education 
assessment report already suggests a higher amount (FJ$ 4 million/US$2.07 million).]  

• A total of 72 out of 304 schools were affected by TC Tomas. This implies that more than 20 percent of 
all schools have been affected (i.e. physical damage to the school buildings, teachers’ quarters and 
attached facilities.)  

• In the Northern Division, the need for school tents is fully met, while the Eastern Division requires 
additional school tents. UNICEF will provide an additional 24 tents to cover this need. 

• Out of 200 tents provided by the New Zealand Red Cross, 100 tents have been already delivered by 
the Fiji Red Cross Society to schools in affected areas. These tents are mainly substitutes for 
destroyed dormitory buildings, with others used as temporary classrooms.  

 
Food, Nutrition and Agriculture 

• The first nutrition coordination meeting was held on 1 April in conjunction with a health sector meeting 
in order to strategize and prioritize activities. It is important that ongoing food distribution is analyzed 
from nutritional aspects. In this regard, the nutrition team is providing technical support as required.  

• The Government has committed to distribute food for one month and a final decision whether to 
extend food distributions is pending.  

 
Health 

• The Health cluster will compile strategies, prioritized activities and proposals from nutrition, WASH, 
and health sector groups by 7 April. The final document will be submitted to donors. 

• Health teams are currently conducting health activities, including health awareness campaigns, 
fumigation, disinfection, water treatment and waste management, to prevent the spread of disease in 
the affected areas. 

• A disease surveillance system has been activated to monitor communicable diseases, closely 
followed up by regular communication with concerned partners. Particular attention will be paid to 
potential high risk areas. 

 
Logistics 

• A French ship, which arrived on 3 April in Suva, will support the Fiji Government to transport relief 
and rehabilitation items to the Northern and Eastern divisions. The ship will be available for five days. 

 
Protection 

• Assessment teams identified two potential protection concerns: 1) Psychological impact of the 
cyclone, especially in areas which were severely hit and where people are reportedly traumatized; 2) 
the housing situation of displaced people. Displaced families have to stay in a limited numbers of 
available shelters together, leading to lack of privacy and potentially to protection problems.  

 
Shelter 

• The Government is providing tents only to those whose houses were fully destroyed. Those whose 
houses were partially damaged will be provided with tarpaulins to cover damaged parts of their 
houses. 

• The Japanese Government has provided 100 family tents and 500 blankets, which arrived in Fiji on 
30 March. They were handed over to the NDMO for transportation to affected areas by the French 
frigate.  

• The NDMO estimates that emergency shelter needs in terms of tents and tarpaulins are met with this 
additional provision of tents from Japan, in addition to tents already provided by Australia, New 
Zealand and the New Zealand Red Cross.  

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 



The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 
principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
 

3

• The key priority with regard to the shelter is long term shelter rehabilitation of the 1,667 houses that 
were totally destroyed or partly damaged. A coordination mechanism for long term shelter issue is 
urgently required.  

 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 

• WASH systems in the urban areas are 100 percent recovered. WASH partners agree that the 
emergency phase of the response is largely complete. However, partners also agree that there are 
distinct areas of high vulnerability to water borne diseases. These areas should be targeted with 
further interventions to prevent disease outbreaks. UNICEF, in close collaboration with the Ministry of 
Health, will take the lead in organizing a detailed assessment in these specific communities to 
formulate a holistic WASH response plan and proposal for funding. 

• During a health coordination meeting, partners agreed that the need for sanitation facilities, especially 
for displaced people, should be further assessed. The WASH coordination group will follow up this 
issue. 

 

• A WASH coordination meeting was held on 1 April and the WASH strategy was discussed.  
• A health coordination meeting was held on 1 April, which was followed by a health/nutrition technical 

working group meeting to prioritize activities. 
• A first education coordination meeting was held on 1 April.  
• A Pacific Humanitarian Team (PHT) coordination meeting will be held early next week when the 

Detail Damage Assessment (DDA) information is available. 
 

• The European Union (EU) has committed FJ$2 million (US$1.03 million) for rehabilitation of the 
education sector.  

• Vodafone New Zealand Foundation donated NZ$10,000 (US$7,070). 
• The commercial sector in Fiji raised substantive amount of donations.  

 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 

 
OCHA Pacific: Mr. Peter Muller, Regional Disaster Response Adviser 
Email: peter.muller@undp.org Tel: +679-331 6761, Mobile: +679 999 1664 
 
OCHA Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific: Ms. Yindee Lertcharoenchok, Humanitarian Affairs Analyst 
(Disaster Response), Email: lertcharoenchok@un.org Tel: +66 (0) 2288 2437 
 
OCHA New York: Ms. Pia Hussein CRD Asia-Pacific Section 
Email: husseinp@un.org, Tel: +1 917 602 0212. 
 
For more information, Pacific Disaster Net (http://www.pacificdisaster.net/) has created a wiki-page for TC 
Tomas at http://pdn.appspot.com/CycloneTomas/  
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


