
D I S A S T E R  R E L I E F

n Hurricane Katrina – Mississippi: IRT deployed six
skilled construction teams to Mississippi as part of its
multi-year commitment to help poor and elderly
victims of the hurricane repair or rebuild their homes.

n Sri Lanka  & Indonesia: IRT continued its assistance to
victims of the tsunami by funding housing projects for
homeless families in Sri Lanka.
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OO n Sunday, October 21, 2007, residents
of Southern California were riveted to
their television sets as news of

uncontained wild fires began to surface. Forty
eight hours later, hundreds of thousands of
residents had been evacuated from their homes
and given refuge in local churches, schools, a
football stadium and the fairgrounds.

As the tragedy unfolded, International Relief
Teams delivered supplies to evacuation centers,
assisted with volunteer staffing and met with
local agencies to assess needs and coordinate
relief efforts. 

In San Diego county alone, seven people
tragically lost their lives, more than 350,000
acres burned and more than 1,200 homes were
destroyed. Many who lost their homes or suffered significant
damage do not have the financial means to rebuild their lives
and will need assistance. 

International Relief Teams has joined with more than a dozen

nonprofit organizations, faith-based groups and government
agencies to form a long term recovery committee that will assist
victims of the wild fires who are most in need. This
collaboration ensures maximum efficiency and use of every
donated dollar.

Year in Review



refugees fleeing
Darfur, bringing
the total
amount of
humanitarian
aid IRT has
provided during
this humani-
tarian crisis to
more than $10
million.

M E D I C A L  T R A I N I N G

n Romania: IRT medical teams initiated the second phase
of Project “Healthy Baby” in Romania with infant
stabilization instructor training (S.T.A.B.L.E.) for
physicians and nurses to improve newborn care and
lower Romania’s alarmingly high neonatal mortality rates.

H E A LT H  P R O M O T I O N  &  D I S E A S E
P R E V E N T I O N

n Honduras: IRT sent $4 million worth of medicines and
medical supplies to alleviate shortages in hospitals
throughout Honduras.

n Lithuania: IRT shipped $46,800 worth of medical
supplies to Lithuania to alleviate hospital shortages.

n South Africa & Uganda: IRT sent 75 metric tons of
fortified dehydrated food to clinics in the Eastern Cape
province of South Africa to support the nutritional needs of
HIV+ patients, including pregnant women and their families.
IRT also initiated TeenSAVE, an innovative psychosocial and
educational support program for adolescents living with
HIV/AIDS in Uganda.

S U R G I C A L  &  C L I N I C A L  O U T R E A C H

n Honduras: IRT surgical volunteers traveled to Sula,
Honduras to perform cataract and ear, nose and throat
surgeries for the poor.

n Bolivia & Guatemala: IRT shipped emergency medicines
and medical supplies worth $2.4 million to aid flood
victims in Bolivia and 75 metric tons of emergency food
to villagers in Guatemala still recovering from crop failures
caused by recent hurricanes.

n Peru: IRT airlifted
more than
$750,000 worth of
specialized disaster
relief supplies and
medicines to aid
earthquake victims
in Peru. IRT also
delivered 754
family tents worth
$47,500 to provide
urgently needed
refuge for homeless
earthquake families
facing the winter
without shelter.

n Liberia, the Congo
and Sierre Leone: IRT shipped almost $5 million of
critically needed medicines and medical supplies to Liberia
and the Congo and sent more than $181,000 worth of
medicines and education materials to Sierre Leone for
humanitarian relief.

n Ivory Coast: IRT shipped $1.5 million worth of medicines
and supplies to the Ivory Coast for humanitarian relief.

n Sudan/Darfur: IRT sent an air shipment of urgently
needed medicines and medical supplies to assist Sudanese
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Year in Review. . . Continued from page 1

2007 AT A GLANCE
During the past year, IRT deployed 38 teams, involving 
171 medical and construction specialists. IRT provided 

more than $10 million in supplies and services 
to thousands of families in need worldwide.

Children play among rubble in Peru.
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IRT Executive
Director Receives
Prestigious Honor

On November 3,
2007, International
Relief Teams' (IRT)
Executive Director,
Barry La Forgia,
was inducted as an
Honorary Member
of Sigma Theta Tau
International Honor
Society of Nursing.

The honor is bestowed on those who
have made significant contributions to
the advancement of nursing inter-
nationally. IRT's medical training
programs in Eastern European
countries, conducted under Barry's
direct supervision, have not only
upgraded nursing skills, but have also
trained nurses as instructors, thus
putting them in leadership positions
with physician instructors. In its clinical
training programs, IRT medical
volunteers have modeled the "team
approach" to providing health care so
that physicians and nurses learn to
work more collaboratively and
interdependently.

"It is a long and difficult process - there are
many cultural, educational, and economic
obstacles to address, but we are making
good progress", stated Barry.

Barry was nominated by the San
Diego Chapter of Sigma Theta Tau,
with letters of support written by IRT
medical volunteers throughout the
United States, as well as by
international partners of IRT in
Latvia, Lithuania and Romania. The
award ceremony was held at the
University of Maryland, School of
Nursing in Baltimore.

Devastating Floods &
Mudslides in Mexico

RRecord rainfall has
triggered mudslides
and severe flooding

in Mexico. The state of
Tabasco is almost totally
flooded. This disaster,
now being labeled as 
the worst in Mexico’s
history, forced more 
than 900,000 to eva-
cuate their homes.

IRT worked with local
relief agencies to finance
the purchase of essential
medicines and supplies
to be distributed by local
relief agencies in the
state of Tabasco.

IRT Responds to 
Disastrous Storm in Bangladesh

TTropical Cyclone Sidr hit the impoverished South Asian country of
Bangladesh on November 15, with winds up to 150 miles an
hour and a five foot tidal surge, killing around 3,500 people,

leaving thousands missing or injured and displacing 2 million. 

The extent of the damage is unimaginable and aid workers fear
inadequate supplies of food, drinking water and medicine could lead to
outbreak of disease among the survivors who are now homeless. In
response, IRT
sent a large
emergency
shipment of
essential
medicines
and supplies
– enough to
sustain the
health of
10,000
people for 3
months.



W e would like to thank all who attended
and supported IRT’s 2007 “Gifts of

Hope” Gala. We would also like to extend our
deepest appreciation to the volunteers who worked
so hard to make this event our most successful
fundraiser ever! We are very grateful to Steve
Hamann for both emceeing the event and for being
our auctioneer, extraordinaire!
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Diamond Sponsors $1,000+
Kim & Marian Crosser

T.B. Penick & Sons
Jeff Roos

Amigos De Vista Lion’s Club
Mark Niblack, M.D.

Strata Research
Leary Childs Mascari Warner Architects

St. Gregory the Great Church

Gold Sponsors $500+
Ed Hanson’s Muffler Service

The Imaculata Church
Brian & Pat Saunders

Nissi & Ajit Varki

Table Hosts
Walt & Linda Butcher

Stephen Bickler, M.D.
Anthony & Jamie Carr

Childs Mascari Warner Architects
Combined Resources International

Tim & Doreen Connole
Corky’s Pest Control

Dr. & Mrs. Larry Cousins
Kim & Marian Crosser

A.C. & Patricia D’Augustine
Sharyn Daly

Steve Dillaway & Robin Nichols 
Peter M. Escalante

Dr. & Mrs. Hal Forney
Lance Hendricks, M.D.

Kaiser Permanente
Charley & Gina Kakos

Lawrence B. Kohler
Dr. Thomas Kozak & Erin Foley

Dr. & Mrs. Chris Lafferty

Dr. & Mrs. Gene Lenard

Joyce Nichols & Marshall Hurst

Jeannie Niles & Jay Rowen

Zachary Niles

Dave & Susie Phife

Rantec Microwave Systems

Dr. & Mrs. Brian Saunders

Larry & Terri Saunders

Marinus & Sheila Schoenmakers

Dr. Frank Scotti & Toni Davies 

St. Martin of Tours

Jackie & Ramsey Su

Dave & Robin Tanner

Ned & Dorinda Vander Pol

Glenn & Susann Wilhite

Rich & Sundi Yousko

“Gifts of Hope” Gala

“A very special thank you to San Diego Bay Flowers 
for their generous donation of flower arrangements for the gala!”

We especially want to thank the following Hosts and Sponsors:
Event Hosts

JJeeaannnniiee NNiilleess RReeaall EEssttaattee IInnvveessttmmeenntt  ••  SStteevvee DDiillllaawwaayy && TThhee LLooaann CCoommppaannyy  ••  SShheeiillaa && RRiinnyy SScchhooeennmmaakkeerrss

IRT’S 1144th ANNUAL

7-Day Dream 
Vacation Drawing

We are pleased to announce that Phyllis Whitfield of San Diego was the 

winner of IRT’s drawing for a “7-Day Dream Vacation for Two”, held on

September 15. Thanks to all of our supporters who participated in the drawing!
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About Our Hosts . . .
Jeannie Niles, Steve Dillaway,

and Sheila & Riny Schoenmakers
IRT was honored to have Jeannie Niles, Steve
Dillaway, and Sheila & Marinus “Riny” Schoenmakers
as Event Hosts for our 2007 annual fundraiser,
“Gifts of Hope” Gala.

Jeannie Niles, a real estate
and investment broker in
the San Diego and Palm
Springs areas, has been a
friend to IRT since its
inception 18 years ago and
her sustained support has
been invaluable. Jeannie is
impressed by the amount
of goodwill IRT volunteers
generate by using their
compassion and skills to
help alleviate suffering worldwide. She also likes the
fact that IRT medical volunteers promote self-
sufficiency and sustainability in emerging nations by
imparting their expertise to local trainers, who can
then carry on the training of others.

One of IRT’s most loyal supporters, Steve Dillaway, JD,
CPA, General Partner of The Loan Company in San
Diego, spearheaded the establishment of IRT’s
Endowment Fund, which is helping to secure the
future of IRT and its vital programs. Steve is particularly
gratified that through IRT he is able to help
“empower” individuals and families that have been
victimized by disaster, poverty or neglect. For Steve,
IRT is a perfect vehicle in which to deliver humanitarian
relief to those in need! 

Sheila and Riny
Schoenmakers have been
supporters of IRT since
1995. Sheila is the President
and owner of North City
Coverall; Riny is Vice
President and co-owner of
Tapestry Solutions. They
feel blessed and are happy
to extend a helping hand to
the less fortunate in this
world. Sheila and Riny feel

the best way to extend that hand is through IRT.

We are indeed fortunate to have such warm,
enthusiastic and caring persons such as Jeannie,
Steve, Sheila and Riny on our team. On behalf of
those who will be helped because of their generosity
and compassion,

Thank You!

End of the year giving
reduces your income tax

liability for 2007

Making a cash or stock donation to International Relief Teams before
December 31, will lower your federal and state income tax liability.
You can avoid capital gains tax on your appreciated stock, while
taking a deduction for the full stock value.

PLANNED GIFTS BENEFIT YOU, YOUR FAMILY,
AND INTERNATIONAL RELIEF TEAMS

Many donors would like to make a significant donation to
International Relief Teams, but still need current or future
income from their asset. There are several planned giving
strategies that can reduce your tax burden, provide resources
for International Relief Teams programs, and increase income 
to donors and their families.

n Gift by Will or Living Trust
One of the easiest ways to make a gift of lasting value to
International Relief Teams is a donation through your will 
or living trust.  You can leave International Relief Teams a
specific dollar amount or a percentage of your estate. Or, 
if other obligations must be satisfied, you may leave
International Relief Teams the balance remaining after 
those obligations are satisfied.

n Charitable Remainder Trust
An increasingly popular planned giving method is the
“charitable remainder trust.” Using this method, the
donor irrevocably transfers assets to a trust that makes
immediate or future payments to the donor or donor’s 
family for a set number of years or for life. At the end 
of the donor or loved one’s life, the trust distributes its 
assets to International Relief Teams. The benefits of these
trusts include:

n Increased income for life (or a set number of years).

n Avoidance of capital gains taxes on the gifted assets.

n Probate avoidance on the gifted assets

n An immediate income tax deduction

n Support for International Relief Teams programs to assist
families in desperate need.

Jeannie Niles &
Steve Dillaway

Sheila & Marinus
“Riny” Schoenmakers

Continued on page 6 
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INTERNATIONAL RELIEF TEAMS
Audited Statement of Activities

For the Years Ended June 30, 2007 and 2006

22000077 22000066

Unrestricted Net Assets
Revenue and public support

Public contributions $     703,650 $    488,365 
Grants 158,739 239,629
Gifts-in-kind 15,983,713 14,049,831
Fundraising - special events 212,774 170,207
Investment income 62,862 48,910
Miscellaneous 0 125
Total unrestricted revenues and public support 17,121,738 14,997,067
Net assets released from restrictions 60,447 666,458
Total revenue and public support 17,182,185 15,663,525

Expenses
Program services:

Disaster response 12,003,050 7,661,024
Clinical and surgical services 132,498 110,502
Public health support 4,055,851 7,317,552
Medical training 532,049 310,279
Public awareness 39,276 46,471
Total program services 16,762,724 15,445,828

Supporting services:
General and administrative 142,401 124,616
Fundraising 190,354 184,337
Total supporting services 332,755 308,953
Total expenses 17,095,479 15,754,781
Increase (decrease) in unrestricted net assets 86,706 (91,256)

Temporarily Restricted Net Assets
Grants received in advance of services provided 12,660 614,700 
Net assets released from restrictions

- satisfied by payments (60,447) (609,393)
Increase (decrease) in temporarily restricted net assets 47,787 5,307

Permanently Restricted Net Assets
Endowment 10,000 10,000
Increase in permanently restricted net assets 10,000 10,000

Increase (decrease) in net assets 48,919 (75,949)
Net assets at begining of year 1,351,376 1,427,325
Net assets at end of year $   1,400,295 $ 1,351,376

Fundraising & Administrative       1.99% $332,755 $308,953
Program services                      98.01% $ 16,762,724 $15,445,828

Total expenditures $17,095,479 $15,754,781

End of Year Giving...
Continued from page 5

n Endowment

Donors who wish to help meet the
long-term funding needs of
International Relief Teams may
make gifts to the International
Relief Teams Endowment Fund.
The principal from this permanent
endowment remains intact.
Interest from the fund produces a
steady and growing source of
income for International Relief
Teams. Gifts to the International
Relief Teams Endowment fund can
be made with cash, stock,
property, insurance policies, or
through wills and bequests.

Call James Pierik, CFP, CHFC at (619)
291-7974 for more details on how your
donation can help International Relief
Teams reach victims of disaster and
poverty, and, at the same time, benefit
you and your family.

FUNDRAISING & ADMINISTRATIVE 1.99%
PROGRAM SERVICES 98.01%
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Volunteers In

CONSTRUCTION TEAMS

MISSISSIPPI  •  Disaster Relief
Skilled construction volunteers (carpenters, roofers, dry wallers, framers) are needed to help rebuild/repair homes for victims

of Hurricane Katrina. First team for 2008 is scheduled for January 20-27. $100 participation fee.

2008 VOLUNTEER TEAM OPPORTUNITIES
Our volunteers change lives…ordinary men and women doing extraordinary things!

The only qualification you need is a willing heart.

Call Tamra at our office 619-284-7979 to volunteer or for more information.

Action - 2007
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4560 Alvarado Canyon Rd., Suite 2G
San Diego, CA 92120

(619) 284-7979 • 284-7938 fax
E-mail: info@irteams.org

www.irteams.org
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International Relief Teams
is an international disaster relief and health
care development organization. Founded in

1988, IRT assists victims of disaster and
profound poverty worldwide.

IRT is classified as a charitable organization
under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code. All
contributions and bequests are deductible to
the extent allowed by the law, and can be
made by mail or on-line on our secure

website at www.irteams.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

INDEED, IT WOULD!

You may ask if your $20 per month donation would really make a difference.

In fact, if everyone who receives this newsletter gave just
$20 per month, we could double the amount of help 
we presently give worldwide.

If you find writing a monthly check a hassle, IRT provides
a free automatic withdrawal service whereby your monthly
donation is sent to us directly from your bank account.

So please join with others in providing the financial
foundation we need to continue helping those who find
themselves victims of disaster and poverty.

*Make your donation on line on our 
secure website at www.irteams.org

Donate Your Vehicle to Benefit
INTERNATIONAL RELIEF TEAMS 

IT’S TAX DEDUCTIBLE!
CARS, BOATS, RVS, AIRPLANES, ETC.
Did you know International Relief
Teams is now able to accept used car
donations in California through the not
for profit corporation, Cars 4 Causes?
They handle all the paper-work, title

change, free pick up and sale of the car.  It’s easy, all you need
to do is pick up the phone and call 1-800 766-2273. We receive
the donation, and you receive the tax deduction! 

Annual Cruise
Drawing

YOU CHOOSE YOUR
DESTINATION!

It’s time for IRT’s annual drawing
for a fabulous 7-day Caribbean
cruise for two to support our
outreach to impoverished children throughout the world.
Entry tickets have already been mailed to you. If you
desire additional tickets, call our office at (619) 284-7979.

*Remember to return your tickets for the 
January 31st drawing!


