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Situation Report 4 – Hurricane “Gustav” 
1 September 2008 

 
This situation report is based on information received from, the UN Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) in the affected 
countries, the Regional Office in Panama and the National Hurricane Centre.  
 

 
 

 SITUATION  
 
1. On August 25th, a tropical depression in the Caribbean strengthened into Tropical Storm “Gustav”, and on 
August 26th rapidly strengthened into category 1 Hurricane. Hurricane “Gustav” made landfall in Haiti. After 
weakening to a tropical storm, “Gustav” shifted course slightly on 28 August morning.   
 
2.  On 30 august 2008, “Gustav” became a hurricane category 4 on on the Saffir-Simpson scale and hit directly 
Cuba’s Island of Youth, on towards Pinar del Rio Province, to the Carahuao area, in the Southern coast of Pinar del 
Rio, and crossed the province during four hours before entering the Gulf of Mexico hours later via the municipality 
of La Palama on the North coast. 
 
3.  At 1200 pm CDT on 1 Septemeber, the center of hurricane Gustav, now a category 2, was located near latitude 
29.6 North/longitude 91.1 West or about 10 miles southeast of Morgan city Louisiana.  This position is also about 
about 65 miles/105 km Southeast of Lafayette Louisiana and about 65 miles/105 km of New Orleans of Louisiana. 
“Gustav” is moving toward the northwest at near 15 mph/24 km/hr and this general motion is expected to continue 
with a decrease in the forward speed during the next two of days.  On the forecast track, the center of Gustav will 
track along the south central Louisiana coast this afternoon, then move into western Louisiana tonight and eastern 
Texas on Tuesday 2 September. Maximum sustained winds have decreased to near 105 mph/ 170 km per hour with 
higher gusts.  Additional weakening is forecast as the center of “Gustav” moves inland over Louisiana. 
 
4. Meanwhile, tropical storm “Hanna” has now been upgraded to a category 1 hurricane.  At 1.30 pm AST, the 
center of hurricane “Hanna” was located near latitude 22.4 North and longitude 72.6 West or very near Mayaguana 
Island in the Southeastern Bahamas. “Hanna” is moving toward the west-southwest near 5 mph/7 km/hr. A slow 
motion toward the West-southwest or Southwest is expected today followed by a turn toward the West and 
Northwest on Tuesday.  On its track, “Hanna” will be moving over the Southeastern and central Bahamas during 
the next two days. The government of the Bahamas has issued a hurricane warning for the central Bahamas, the 
Southeastern Bahamas and the Turks and Caicos islands. 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Tropical storm “Gustav” has today become a category 2 hurricane and has claimed the lives of 94 people in 

Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Jamaica. It has earlier become a category 4 when hitting Cuba earlier.   
• Jamaica reported 12 deaths, while Haiti now reports 76 deaths. 
• Assessments are on going in the various affected countries to decide on assistance if needed. 
• Meanwhile, Tropical storm “Hanna” has now been upgraded to a category 1 hurricane moving towards the 

Bahamas. 
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HAITI 
5.  Tropical storm “Gustav” has already passed over Haiti and the alert has been lifted by the Haitian Government. 
The most affected departments are the South-East, South, Nippes, West, Grand-Anse, Artibonite and Centre. The 
number of affected families rose to 4,875. The number of deaths is now at 76, with 9 disappeared and 35 injured. 
More than 2,100 houses were destroyed and 8,150 were damaged.  According to the Direction de la Protection 
Civile, there are currently some 7,232 people in temporary shelters. However, local authorities in Grande Anse, 
Nippes and West have requested technical assistance to carry out further rapid assessments as well as assistance in 
running the temporary shelters. A significant number of schools are being used as temporary shelters. With schools 
scheduled to start again in the beginning of September, this will result in a significant logistical challenge. 
Preliminary assessments by the FAO indicate that the damages to the agricultural sector are significant but rapid 
assessment missions are still ongoing, notably with NGOs. Access remains difficult. In Marigot, la Valee and 
Bainet, banana plantations are badly damaged. In Fesles and Pavee a Marigot, agricultural fields are flooded. More 
than 2,000 livestock have drowned and more than 10 km of irrigation systems and drainage canals require 
rehabilitation.  In Grand-Anse, preliminary assessments indicate that banana plantations are also the most affected. 
In Nippes, the costal areas was the hardest hit. In the South, despite limited access, preliminary information 
indicate that cassava, beans, peanuts and banana plantations were damaged.  
 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
6.  In the Dominican Republic, the storm left 8 people dead following a mudslide that buried a home in Santo 
Domingo. Two persons were injured. Authorities said that some 6,255 persons were evacuated and more than 
1,239 homes were damaged with 12 destroyed. Already some people are returning to their homes from the 8 
activated shelters, with only 477 remaining in shelters. Some communities are still isolated. 
 
CUBA 
7.  Regarded as the most severe hurricane that has struck Cuba in the past 50 years, “Gustav” hit  the Island of 
Youth with strong winds. It further marched on towards Pinar del Rio Province, entering the Cajio (the area 
between San Cristobal and Los Palacios) with enraged winds and towering waves of 2-5 metres high, which 
penetrated as far as 2 to 7 kilometers inland. “Gustav” then moved to the Carahuao area, in the Southern coast of 
Pinar del Rio, and crossed the province during four hours before entering the Gulf of Mexico hours later via the 
municipality of La Palama on the north coast. The strongest winds felt in Havana were between 120-130 km/h. In 
Los Palacios town, the local weather office registered a squall of 340 kilometers/per hour, never before registered 
in the country.  
 
8.  Some 250,000 people in total were evacuated in Havana province, the Island of Youth,  Southern Matanzas 
province, Pinar del Río province, and Havana capital City, either to shelters or to relatives in safer areas. Some 147 
shelters were activated. Plantations and health facilities were protected. An advanced distribution of basic food 
provided through the ration system was undertaken in all the western provinces. The Ministry of Public Health had 
also dispatched medical surgical teams to areas vulnerable to loss of communications. In all of the western 
provinces including Havana, the beginning of the school year, foreseen for September 1, has been postponed. 
 
9. There has been no official confirmation of casualties. The two most affected territories by “Gustav” are the 
province of Pinar del Rio and the Special Municipality of the Island of Youth. According to local press sources, the 
main damages are concentrated in the agriculture sector, in the electricity and communication systems as well as in 
economic and social installations. Very serious damages were caused in Pinar del Rio and are now being assessed 
by the authorities. A 500-bed hospital was destroyed and the Government deployed an emergency hospital. The 
main damages are concentrated in the western part of the province, in Bahia Honda, Minas de Matahambre, 
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Consolación del Sur, San Cristobal, Los Palacios and Candelaria municipalities. The Paso Real de San Diego town, 
near Los Palacios, was fully devastated with partial or total destruction of numerous homes, social infrastructure as 
well as electricity and telephone services. In the Island of Youth, low-lying areas are now flooded and damages are 
estimated to be severe and numerous. Some of the Island’s roads – including those at Nueva Gerona, the capital 
city- have been washed away or are clogged with trees and power lines. The main telecommunications towers were 
toppled by the hurricane. House roofs, doors, windows and water tanks were blown away while other homes were 
totally destroyed. Heavy damages in the important fishing commerce and food industries have been sustained by 
industrial and public service institutions. Some warehouses collapsed and are completely destroyed. Tobacco 
curing installations were destroyed and some damages were reported in poultry farms, especially in San Cristobal 
municipality. 
 
JAMAICA 
10. The Meteorological Service has discontinued the Tropical Storm Warning.    Some 12 deaths are confirmed. A 
total of seventy two (72) communities have been affected, mainly by flooding. Reports from the Parish Disaster 
Offices indicate that there are 39 shelters opened, housing a total of 777 persons, however the number of people are 
diminishing. Two health facilities are awaiting the restoration of electricity. All health systems are functioning. 
 
11. Damage to the agriculture, mainly to banana and plantain plantations, was sustained mainly in the eastern 
parishes of Portland, St. Thomas and St Mary. Initial estimates suggest that banana cultivation in Portland suffered 
were damaged up to 90%, up to 70% in St. Mary and 80% in St. Thomas. In Portland, damage was concentrated in 
the areas of the Rio Grande and Buff Bay Valleys, in the eastern sections of St Thomas, including Bath Hordely, 
Golden Grove and Agualta Vale, Robins Bay, Pembroke Hall, Russell Hall, Gayle and Woodside in St Mary. St 
Andrew, St Catherine and, to a lesser extent, Clarendon, Westmoreland, Manchester and St.Elizabeth sustained 
damage to greenhouses, vegetables and yam. Preliminary estimates reveal that the damages in the agricultural 
sector amounts to1.7 Billion Jamaican Dollars. Preliminary estimates suggest that damage to the infrastructure 
could be as high as 3 billion Jamaican dollars.Some151 roads are blocked by debris/ breakaways; some 40 roads 
are flooded while the Georgia Bridge in St Mary and the Bog Gorge remains impassable. 
 
CAYMAN ISLANDS 
12. There has been no casualty reported in the Cayman Islands. Only one shelter remains open, while water and 
electricity supplies have been restored and the airport reopened. 
 

 NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE 
 
HAITI 
13.  The already fragile food and nutrition situation in Haiti is likely to be exacerbated by the effects of hurricane 
Gustav. As an initial response, WFP and its partners have distributed rice, beans and oil to 2,000 families in the 
Southeast department. Plan Haiti funded local authorities to provide meals to all those sheltered in the Southeast. In 
the South department, 159 people in shelters are receiving two cooked meals daily for an initial period of four days. 
WFP is also conducting rapid assessments in Leogane, Petit Goâve, Grand Goâve and other accessible areas to 
provide immediate food assistance. Local authorities in the South-Eastern department, the South, Grand-Anse and 
Nippes have requested technical assistance to carry out assessments of the damage caused to the Water and 
Sanitation system. A special request was addressed to UNICEF in order to identify needs and provide technical 
assistance to rehabilitate the water supply system in Tiburon, South Department. CRS and Caritas are supporting 
local authorities in Jacmel to improve sanitation conditions. A private company, Brana, delivered drinking water to 
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those sheltered in Port-au-Prince. No medical aid in the South department is required, while the department of 
Grand-Anse is requesting technical assistance in carrying out rapid assessments. In the West department, no rapid 
assessments in the medical sector have been conducted yet. However, MSF is providing medical assistance to 
children in Martissant and MDM Canada is providing health assistance in Cite-Soleil. On 29 August, IOM 
delivered some 500 hygiene kits to Petit Goâve and 500 kits to Cayes. WFP and UNICEF are cooperating on a 
water, sanitation and food project for 3,000 people in Port-au-Prince and 10,000 people in the South. 
 
14.  The Haitian Red Cross distributed blankets and soap to some 129 sheltered people in Carrefour and Carradeux, 
in the West Department. UNICEF will deliver hygiene and kitchen kits to 500 affected families in the Southeast. 
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (Federation) has approved a Disaster Relief 
and Emergency Fund (DREF) of CHF 25,000 to support the relief efforts in Haiti.   
 
15.  On Monday September 1, the HRC (Humanitarian Resident Coordinator) will meet the Heads of Agencies and 
the donor community to decide on further actions.   The Pan American Disaster Response Unit (PADRU) in 
Panama has deployed one disaster management delegate to Haiti to support early relief activities.  

 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
16.  The UNETE was activated and is monitoring the situation with the Emergency Operations Committees and 
other organizations.  President Fernandez authorized the conduct of a national social assistance programs to give 
support to the affected population. The Dominican Red Cross (DRC) has activated all their coordinating operative 
centres. An inter-agency assessment team, including PAHO, UNICEF and UNDP, visited shelters and will report 
back on findings soon.   
 
JAMAICA 
17.  The Ministry of Health continues to offer health care services to the public. The National Works Agency 
continues its efforts to restore access to communities marooned by blocked roadways. To date, 44% of all roads 
have been cleared. The Jamaica Public Service (JPS) Company has restored power to 92% of its customers, 
however some efforts have been impeded in some instances (Portland, St. Andrew and St. Mary) by inaccessibility, 
flooding and hilly terrain. The National Water Commission is reporting widespread disruption and damage to 65- 
70% of their systems. The company will be assessing the nature and extent of the damage incurred to its systems 
by the storm. The agency has reported that several water systems in the parishes of KSA, St Catherine, Clarendon, 
St. Ann, Trelawny, Manchester, St James, Hanover and Westmoreland are operational and is working closely with 
the JPS to facilitate the start-up of systems that were affected by loss in public electricity supply. 
 
18.  The Parish Emergency Operations Centres have been responding to localized incidents and reports. The 
Jamaica Red Cross continues to provide welfare and relief support in parishes significantly impacted and is 
participating in the assessment process. Two reconnaissance flights were deployed to Northwest St. Andrew to 
obtain an overview of the needs in the communities. The Jamaica Combined Cadet Force were deployed on foot to 
communities to provide a situation overview of the affected communities and to prepare for a follow up action. 
Bedding, food and water is being distributed in shelter and other assistance packages are being prepared for 
isolated communities.  
 
19. OCHA is currently looking at allocating an emergency cash grant to Jamaica and is exploring possible further 
support if requested.  BCPR is in contact with the RC office for early recovery assistance. The Pan American 
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Disaster Response Unit (PADRU) in Panama has deployed one delegate to Jamaica to support early relief 
activities. ISD is sending 6 tons of non-food assistance.  
 
CUBA 
20. In Pinar del Rio province, one of the most affected areas, all pregnant women or chronically sick children at 
risk were put in hospitals to guarantee full attention. Portable generators were operating at hospitals and other 
medical centers, water systems, bakeries and other food centers, in order to guarantee continuous electricity supply. 
Some  577 electrical generators are located in hospitals, policlinics, aqueducts and food processing centers to 
ensure continuous functioning of these services. In Havana city, some 1,715 electrical generation groups are 
guaranteeing basic services. Some 1,200 TV sets were installed in sites with guaranteed electricity to ensure 
the population would have access to information on the hurricane. Some162 Food Preparation Centers are 
operational to support evacuated and relocated populations.  Approximately 1,000 telephone workers including 546 
linemen are actively working on the restoration of electricity service. In addition, 500 electricity lines repairmen 
from other provinces are available to support system rehabilitation in the affected western provinces. 
 
21.  The SMT/DMT is convened for Monday 1 September for feedback on actions taken by the System and an 
assessment of the current situation. The UNETE was convened on Sunday 31 August for the preparation of 
information. The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) as well as UNDSS from Panama 
kept constant communication with the Resident Coordinator/Designated Official offering support if necessary. 
 
22. The IFRC will launch a regional appeal for Jamaica, Cuba and Haiti and has already mobilized CHF 300,000 
from its DERF. The European Commission has launched today an emergency funding decision for EURO 2 
million to provide relief for vulnerable people in Caribbean countries affected by the passage of Hurricane Gustav. 
The funds will be deployed to meet a variety of relief requirements in communities affected by the storm, with 
projects eligible for funding in Haiti, Cuba, Jamaica and the Dominican Republic. PAHO Health Regional 
Response teams are on standby (4 Disaster Specialists, 3 SUMA experts, 2 Epidemiologists). 
 
23.  OCHA regional Office in Panama is closely monitoring the situation and is in close contact with the Resident            
Coordinators  and UNETEs of the affected countries in the region. More information can be found on Reliefweb at 
www.reliefweb.int and REDHUM at www.redhum.org.
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For detailed information please contact: 
 

Contact Details 
Desk Officer (New York) 
 
 
 
GCMS (Geneva) 

Ms. Heidi Kuttab 
 
 
 
Ms. Aoibheann O’Keeffe 
 

Office Tel: +1 917 367-3365 
Office Fax: +1 212 963-36 30 
E-mail: kuttab@un.org  
 
Office Tel: +41 22 917 4329 
E-mail: okeeffe@un.org  

OCHA Regional Office for 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean 

Mr. Douglas Reimer 
Regional Disaster Response Adviser 

Office Tel. +507 317-1748 
Office Fax +507 317-1744 
Mobile: +507 6676-1689 
E-mail:  reimer@un.org  

Press Contact: (NY) Ms. Stephanie Bunker  
 

Office Tel : + 1 917-367-5126  
Office Fax: + 1 212-963-1312  
Email: bunker@un.org     
 

    (GVA)                    Ms. Elizabeth Byrs Office Tel    +  41 22  917 26 53 
Office Fax    + 41 22  917 00 20 
E-mail:  byrs@un.org  


