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Myanmar• Earthquake in Shan State 
Situation Report No. 2 
25 March 2011  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Myanmar 
Country Office. It covers the period from 24 to 25 March 2011. The next report will be issued on 26 March 2011. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• An earthquake of magnitude 7.0 on the Richter scale and 10 km depth struck the Eastern State of 

Shan in Myanmar at 20:29:30 hrs Myanmar Standard Time (01:55:12 PM UTC) on 24 March 2011. 
Six aftershocks have been reported from affected areas. The risk of landslides remains high. 

• The latest official number of casualties has risen to 73 deaths and 125 injuries in Tarlay Sub-
Township and Tacheleik Township. 224 houses, 11 monasteries, 11 official buildings were damaged 
in Tarlay.  

• One rural hospital in Tarlay was damaged. Tarlay Bridge connecting Tachileik and Kengtung also 
sustains some damages and is currently impassable. 

• The Deputy Minister of Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement has visited Tachileik and 
neighbouring areas today to inspect the situation. Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement Minister, 
together with his team, is scheduled to visit the affected areas tomorrow (26 March) morning. 

• UN and NGOs are mobilizing efforts and started assessments and response. 
• Based on some preliminary findings of initial rapid assessment conducted by World Vision 

International, an estimated number of potentially affected people in Tachileik is 95,000, including 
over 9,000 in Tarlay and 6,500 in Mong Lin.  

• Basic needs identified include food, water, temporary shelter, and basic first aid supplies. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
On 24 March 2011, an earthquake of magnitude 6.8 on the Richter Scale and 10 km depth struck the 
southern parts of Shan State in the East of the Union of Myanmar (population: 3,870,921)—
approximately 300 miles southeast of Mandalay seismological observatory. It was recorded at 20:29:30 hrs 
Myanmar Standard Time (01:55:12 PM UTC). The earthquake was reportedly felt for at least three minutes. 
The epicentre is estimated to be located in the southern part of Shan State at the following coordinates: 
20.705°N, 99.949°E which is close to the borders between Myanmar, Thailand (South) and Laos (East). Six 
aftershocks have been reported from affected areas. The risk of landslides remains high. 
 
Tremors have been felt in the northern parts of Thailand and even in Bangkok (772 km / 479 miles South). 
Tall buildings shuddered in Bankgok during tremor. Witnesses have reported tremors felt in Hanoi. The 
OCHA Office in Yangon, Myanmar reported tremors during 30 seconds at around 20:25 hrs local time in 
Yangon. No tsunami alert has been issued as the epicentre is deep inland. 
 
According to initial information from partners, Tarlay Sub-Township, Tachileik Township and Mong Lin 
Township are among the most affected areas, with significant infrastructure damage. Tachileik Township is 
located near the border with Thailand and Laos—47 km from the epicentre, 1,292 km North East of Yangon 
and 940 km East of the capital city of Naw Pyi Taw. 
 
The latest official number of casualties has risen to 73 deaths and 125 injuries in Tarlay Sub-Township and 
Tacheleik Township. 224 houses, 11 monasteries, 11 official buildings were damaged in Tarlay.  
 
UNICEF reports the damage of one rural hospital in Tarlay. Tarlay Bridge connecting Tachileik and Kangtung 
has sustained damage and is currently impassable. There have been reports of sporadic disruption of basic 
facilities, including electricity, water supply, telecommunications in the affected areas.  
 
While further assessments are ongoing, preliminary findings of the joint UNICEF-MRCS rapid assessment 
reveal 400 houses affected, 42 confirmed deaths, 240 injuries (53 of whom have been referred to hospitals), 
in the three villages the team has visited so far. Local well-wishers from well-to-do families are assisting the 
affected people. Reportedly, the supply of drugs and medicines are sufficiently available. 
 
Access to the southern border areas of Shan State is normally restricted due to security reasons. Travel to 
the affected areas for expatriates requires a Travel Authorisation. The road connecting Taunggyi (the capital 
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city of Shan State) and Tachileik is reportedly not in a good condition for commuting. However, an alternative 
route from Taunggyi to Tachileik has been identified by UNDOC.  
 
Flights are available daily with domestic airlines from Yangon to Tachileik and Kentung. Myanmar Airways 
operates regular flights to Kengtung on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays leaving at 7:00 hrs. 
Air Mandalay operates daily flight to Tachileik leaving Yangon at 11:30 in the morning and reaching Tachileik 
at 14:35 via Mandalay. 
 
Geographically, a larger part of Myanmar lies in the southern part of the Himalaya and the eastern margin of 
the Indian Ocean, hence exposed to bigger earthquakes. Myanmar is earthquake-prone as it lies in one of 
the two main earthquake belts of the world, known as the Alpide Belt that starts from the northern 
Mediterranean in the west, and then extends eastwards through Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, the Himalayas, 
and Myanmar to finally Indonesia.” (Hazard Profile of Myanmar, July 2009, Jointly prepared by the Union of 
Myanmar, MES, MGS, MIMU and ADPC) 
 
According to the Myanmar Action Plan for Disaster Risk Reduction (MAPDRR) 2009-2015 (August 2009), at 
least 18 large earthquakes have happened along the central lowland where the Sagaing fault is passing 
through. Another large seismogenic fault called ‘Kyaukkyan Fault’, approximately 500 km long is in the 
western part of the Shan Plateau. The largest measured earthquake in Myanmar is 8.0 Richter Scale, which 
occurred on the northern segment of this fault on 23 May 1912. 
 
This is the third earthquake since the beginning of the year in Myanmar. On 4 February 2011, an earthquake 
of magnitude 6.4 and depth 88.8 km struck Sagaing Division at 2 PM UTC. The second one of magnitude 5.4 
and depth 34.9 km,occurred on 10 March 2011 with the epicentre in Yunnan Province, China, No damages 
or casualties were reported in Myanmar as a result of these two previous earthquakes. 
 

 
Damaged sub-township hospital in Tarlay 
 

 
Damage to the road in Tarlay 

 
Damage to the road in Tarlay  

Damaged buildings in Tarlay 
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Damaged buildings in Tarlay 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
The National Disaster Preparedness Central Committee (NDPCC) has deployed search & rescue and relief 
teams to the affected areas. Local authorities are providing basic relief assistance to affected households.  
 
The Deputy Minister of Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement has visited Tachileik and 
neighbouring areas today to inspect the situation. Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement Minister, together 
with his team, will visit the affected areas tomorrow (26 March) morning. 
 
The RC/HC a.i. Mr Ramesh Shrestha has contacted the Government and offered support. 
 
International agencies are on stand-by for emergency deployment to support the Government’s emergency 
response if requested.  
 
UNICEF has deployed one Kengtong-based field staff to conduct a joint multi-sector rapid assessment, 
together with MRCS. The agency also plans to send two Inter-Agency Emergency Health Kits (sufficient to 
serve 20,000 patients for 3 months) and first-aid kits to Tachileik Township with the first available flight on 26 
March 2011. Water purifications items are also mobilized if required. 
 
World Vision International has deployed an emergency team from its existing presence in Tachileik and 
Kengtung to conduct an initial rapid assessment and response in 20 villages in Tarlay and Mong Lin 
Townships. The State Peace and Development Council has requested WVI to provide assistance of food 
and water to 250 households. WVI maintains a close coordination with the government counterparts, 
including Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement; Department of Health; and Ministry of Home 
Affairs in Nay Pyi Taw, to ensure a coordinated response.  
 
As of 25 March, WVI has distributed 1,500 litres of water to affected households in Tarlay. Food assistance 
has also been distributed to 1,350 people. Preliminary findings from its rapid assessment show significant 
damages in Tachileik and Tarlay while less damage is observed in Kentung. Due to the damage to the 
hospital in Tarlay, 48 patients have been transferred to Tachiliek Hospital. Based on some preliminary 
findings of initial rapid assessment, an estimated number of potentially affected people in Tachileik is 95,000, 
including over 9,000 in Tarlay and 6,500 in Mong Lin. Basic needs are identified to include food, water, 
temporary shelter, and basic first aid supplies. 
 
Save the Children is deploying a team on Sunday to conduct an assessment, joining/supporting WVI’s 
efforts. 
 
Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) has a stock of 1,000 packages of family kits that can be mobilized from 
its field offices in Shan State.  The organization has mobilized 20 volunteers to collect the information of 
damage and provide basic assistances during the initial stage. Deputy Head of Disaster Management 
Division, MRCS, will join the rapid assessment team on Sunday (27 March). MRCS has established 
temporary camps for affected people, but people are returning to their homes. 
 
WHO has deployed a staff member, who is presently working in Shan State, to the affected areas to provide 
assistance for the local health authorities. 
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WFP has a stock of high energy biscuits that can be mobilized. 
 
UNHCR has a stock of plastic sheets, blankets, mosquito nets, kitchen sets and jerry cans ready for 
distribution. 
 
UNDP has expressed its readiness to deploy its staff members, if required, to assist with rubble removal, 
clearing of pathways, small infrastructure projects etc. using local resources through Cash-for-Work 
programme. 
 
UNODC has confirmed its readiness to mobilize emergency medical supplies from clinics located in Tachileik 
and to also mobilize three heavy trucks and five pick-ups for transportation of supplies. Medical supplies are 
available for immediate use (or distribution through established aid channels) at its two clinics in Tachilek 
town. The two clinics are capable of handling a total of 120 patients a day for basic medical care if needed. 
 
Malteser International has deployed its Wa-based logistician, who is expected to reach Tarly later today, to 
conduct initial assessment. On 27 March, one medical doctor and the Wa programme coordinator will reach 
Tarlay for further assessment activities. Based on the initial assessment findings, the organisation will launch 
the necessary emergency response activities. 
 
Metta Development Foundation has advanced MMK 5,000,000 (equivalent to approximately USD 5,680) for 
Karuna Myanmar Social Services in Yangon for emergency relief activities. 
 
Myanmar Heart Development Association has deployed an emergency team to Tachileik from its field office 
in Heho to conduct an initial rapid assessment. 
 

IV. Coordination 
 
The RC/HC a.i. called a meeting with the representatives from UN agencies and NGOs at 11:00 am on 25 
March to discuss the situation and mobilize stand-by assistance, based on the information available at the 
time of the meeting.  
 
The RC/HC a.i will be meeting key partners and donors on 26 March in Yangon. 
 
Planning maps of the affected areas are available at the MIMU Resource Center (Room 814, Chatrium 
Hotel) and online at www.themimu.info 
 
A wide range of names and spellings of geographic locations are in use in this part of Myanmar. In 
clarifications are needed to ensure a common set of standardized names are used, kindly contact the MIMU. 
 

V. Funding 
 
N/A 
 

VI. Contacts 
 
Correction - in the field please contact: 
 
UNICEF 
Dr. Aung Soe U [Resident Programme Officer Kyaingtong] 095407605 
Dr. Thet Wai Hlaing [RPO Mawlamyine on mission to Tachileik from tomorrow] 098650295 
 
World Vision International 
Aung Naing, National Level Response Manager, Contact : 09 731 45027 
 
Myat Htet Aung Min, Tachileik Response Manager,  Contact :09 507 0780 
or 09 855 2597 
 
Cyrilo, Kyaing Tong Response Manager, Contact : 09 85 91720 
 
MRCS 
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U Maung Maung Khin, Head, Disaster Management Division: 098553276 
Daw Aye Aye Thant, Deputy Head, Disaster Management Division: 095127012 
  
On the situation report and for overall coordination support please contact: 
 
Myanmar: Vincent Hubin, Head of Office a.i. 
hubin@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 808 or +95 (0) 9861 0846 
 
Myanmar: Eva Vognild, Information Management Officer 
vognild@un.org, +95 (0) 502 2803 
 
Myanmar: Natthinee Rodraksa, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
rodraksa@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 816 or +95 (0) 9860 2848 
 
New York: Alf Blikberg, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
blikberg@un.org, +1-917-367-0215 Room 06060-A 
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