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UNICEF STATEMENT 
UNICEF Joins Sudan in Mourning John Garang 

 
Urges Implementation of Peace 
Agreement for All Sudan’s Children 
NEW YORK, 1 August 2005 – UNICEF today 
joined the people and Government of Sudan in 
mourning the loss of Dr. John Garang, First Vice 
President of the Republic of Sudan, following the 
announcement early Monday of his death in a 
helicopter crash.  
 
"It is a cruel irony that after decades of war, and 
only weeks after Garang was sworn in as First 
Vice President, Sudan should be robbed of one of 
the architects of its historic peace agreement" said 
UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Rima Salah, 
who represented UNICEF at the peace agreement 
signing and spoke with Dr. Garang.  
 
UNICEF urged all parties in Sudan to continue with 
implementation of the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement and to pursue every opportunity for 
peace in Darfur and eastern Sudan, especially for 
children.   
 
UNICEF joined UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
and the Secretary-General's Special Representative 
to Sudan in affirming its full commitment to 
supporting the Government of National Unity, led 
by President Omar Hassan al-Bashir, as well as the 
Government of Southern Sudan, in this difficult 
time.   
 
“Peace offers enormous benefits, especially for 
children,” said UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. 
Veneman. “For the children of Sudan we hope that 
the peace process continues with optimism.” 
 
UNICEF noted the contribution of Garang to the 
establishment in 1989 of “Operation Lifeline 
Sudan,” a major international relief effort based on 
a then-groundbreaking humanitarian access 
agreement that enabled aid to reach war-affected 
civilians, particularly in southern Sudan.  
 
As one of the three signatories to the OLS 
agreement along with President al-Bashir, Garang 
helped set a new precedent for humanitarian 
access during civil war.  Former UNICEF Executive 
Director James Grant brokered the OLS agreement 
on behalf of the United Nations, under whose 
provisions millions of people have been served 
with life-saving relief since April 1989. 
 

[Cover photo: Funeral service for First Vice President Dr John 
Garang, Juba, August 2005© UNICEF/Sudan/2005/Ben Parker] 

HEALTH  
Training of Village Health Committees 

Village health committees (VHC) are critical in 
ensuring community involvement, participation and 
support to health facilities. This includes mobilising 
women and children for routine immunisation and 
support to community health workers (CHWs) and 
traditional birth attendants (TBAs). 
 
During the month, UNICEF supported the Yambio 
county health department (CHD) to implement the 
training of four VHCs. The training will ensure that 
the VHC committee meets regularly to discuss 
performance of their health centre and mobilise the 
community to participate in immunisation. 

Training of Traditional Birth Attendents 

Historical data shows that 60 -80 % of deliveries 
in the region occur at home. The increase in 
deliveries conducted by trained TBAs have 
improved pregnancy outcome. This is particularly 
so as there is acute lack of midwives and ante 
natal care (ANC) services are usually distant. 
 
During the reporting period, UNICEF supported the 
county health department in training of fifteen (15) 
new TBAs.  

Immunisation in Ezo county 

With UNICEF support World Vision International 
trained 14 vaccinators, 36 social mobilisers and 
started routine immunization activities in Ezo 
county (Western Equatoria). During the month, a 
total of 235 children under the age of five were 
vaccinated against the six childhood immunisable 
diseases. This marks the start of routine 
immunisation in the county. 

Health supplies 

UNICEF Yambio continued supporting primary 
health care services in Equatoria region. This 
support has been in form of provision of essential 
drugs (PHCU Kits) containing the essential malaria 
medication. UNICEF kits now include the new 
approved therapy, ACT, for prompt and effective 
treatment.  
 
During July a total of 50 PHCU kits were 
distributed to Kajo-Keji County through the 
international NGO ARC. This support will ensure 
that 200,000 people including IDPs and returnees 
will have access to basic primary health care 
supplies for the next three months. 
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WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION

 
Overview 

By installing new water sources or repairing existing ones, UNICEF provided or restored access to clean 
drinking water to over 60,000 people in July and continued efforts towards better sanitation. In UNICEF 
focus areas, 94% of water points were in good working order. Through the combined efforts of UNICEF, 
counterparts in the SRRC and other partners, the following was accomplished for the period of July 2005: 
 

 New Water 
Points 

Existing Water 
Points 

Operation and 
Maintenance 

Hygiene and sanitation 
promotion 

Region and 
County 

 Functional Non-
functional 

Platform 
Rehab 

Water 
points 
repaired 

Major 
Rehab 

People 
reached 
with 
hygiene / 
life skills 
messages 

Latrines  Water 
quality 
samples 
tested 

Lakes 
Rumbek - 432 30 1 41 - 7,707 9 12 
Mvolo - 64 1 - - - 664 17 11 

Cuiebet - 138 3 - - - 4,361 39 - 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal 
Aweil West - 89 - - - - 4,167 22 - 

Aweil North - 59 - - - - 3,226 25 - 

Aweil East - 77 - - - - 4,261 42 - 

Upper Nile 
Payinjar 4 60 12 1 9 - 530 - 6 

Western Equatoria 
Yambio 4 240 11 - 16 - 8,646 110 - 

Maridi - 120 4 - 12 - - - - 
Ezo - 47 10 - 6 - - - - 

Tambura - 67 15 - 10 - 1,563 39 - 

Nuba Mountains 
Kaduguli 3 25 3 - 7 3 854 13 - 
Rashad 3 74 4 2 7 4 - - - 

4 108 7 TOTAL 14 1492 
(94%) 

93 
(6%) 119 

35,979 316 29 

Est. 
population 

reached (500 
per water 

point) 

7,000  59,500  7,900  

 

Training and capacity building 

In Rumbek county, 10 pump mechanics were trained. Three pump caretakers were trained in Aweil East. In 
Kadugli county of Nuba Mountains, six people were trained on developing hand dug wells, while Yambio 
county, 22 SRRC hygiene promoters were given refresher training. 
 

WES database 

UNICEF supports the maintenance and updating of the WES database, the most comprehensive source of 
information on water points and other related information in southern Sudan. The resource is a shared 
resource with interested agencies which contribute updates to continually enhance its accuracy. 
In July, information on 12 counties was updated. For example in Kajo Keji and Maridi counties, data on 382 
water points was checked and/or revised.
. 
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EDUCATION 
Yabongo Girls’ Secondary School 

Lack of school fees continues to be one of the 
main reasons for girls dropping out of secondary 
school in Equatoria states. This is due to inability 
of guardians to afford paying school fees which is 
45,000 Ugandan Shillings per term - approximately 
US$27. 
 
This month, UNICEF gave US$ 1,000 to Yabongo 
Girls secondary as term two scholarship scheme 
support. With this amount at least 100 girls from 
Maridi, Yambio, Ezo, Tambura and Mundri counties 
will remain in boarding – these are girls that would 
otherwise dropped out due to lack of boarding 
fees. 
 
Of the 100 scholarships given, 40% have been to 
orphans, 34% to girls from poor and large families, 
9% each to girls from large and single parents, 
and 8% to disabled girls. 
 

Enrollment 

Progress on enrolment in Yambio County this year 
has been encouraging. The county has relatively 
large number of pupils and teachers compared to 
last year, 2004.  According to the county 
education department’s data, the total number of 
pupils’ enrolment in formal primary schools is 
34,387. Of these 44% are girls (15,264) and 56% 
are boys. This is a 4.5% increase of in number of 
girls (1,564) this year. The table below shows 
second term enrolment statistics in 98 formal 
primary schools in Yambio County. 

 
 
 
 
 

Yambio County Education Department statistics 

Community Girls’ Schools (CGS) 

Construction of 38 one classroom community girls 
schools have been completed so far this year, 
offering learning opportunities for the first time, to 
1,100 girls in Aweil West and North counties. 45 
other schools are under construction in Aweil 
West/North and Rumbek.    
 
UNICEF supports the CGS project by providing 
scholastic materials such as education kits and 
financial incentives to the teachers. This month, 
15 CGS education kits were delivered to 15 newly 
completed CGS in Yambio county. These 
education kits benefited 525 newly-enrolled girls 
who would have dropped due to lack of school 

materials – being one of the main causes of school 
drop-out. 
 

Distribution of Education Kits 

In its effort to improve quality education in 
southern Sudan UNICEF provides Education Kits 
(EDK) to county education departments in the 
region.  
 
This month, UNICEF distributed 90 education kits 
to Ibba, Maridi and Yei counties. The kits will 
benefit more than 18,000 pupils. More education 
kits are yet to be distributed next month in Central 
and Eastern Equatoria counties as soon as they are 
received from Nairobi. 
 
37 education kits have been distributed to schools 
in Bahr el Ghazal during the month of July. 257 
education kits, estimated to benefit about 51,000 
children have been distributed to schools in Bahr el 
Ghazal since schools reopened.   
 
Education kits contain basic scholastic materials 
such as exercise books, pens/pencils, chalk and 
chalkboards that schools and children almost 
entirely depend on. A total of 750 education kits, 
targeting 150,000 children are planned for the 
Bahr el Ghazal region this year. 300 emergency 
education kits have also been pre-positioned for 
distribution targetting returnee children in the 
region.  
 

Teacher training 

In Aweil West and North, 84 teachers have 
completed a three month phase two (in-service) 
course in Marialbai. The same teachers earlier in 
the year attend the first three months (phase one) 
of the scheduled nine month course aimed at 
enhancing their professional skills and thereby 
improving the quality of education.   
 
Training of the 84 teachers has reduced the 
number of teachers in the two counties who have 
not attended any form of training from 56% to 
36%. There are a total of 423 teachers in Aweil 
West and North. Like the rest of southern Sudan, 
the majority of the teachers in these counties have 
not had any form of professional training. The in-
service course is intended to bridge the huge gap 
in qualified teachers.  An additional 100 teachers 
are planned to be trained in the two counties by 
the end of the year.  
 

Year Boys Girls Total 
2004 17,714 13,700 31,414 
2005 19,133 15,264 34,387 
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Training of headteachers  

90 headteacher’s kits have been delivered to 
schools in Bahr el Ghazal along with the 
headteacher’s training manual. Headteachers who 
receive the kits will be trained to acquire basic 
skills of record keeping. The training of 
headteachers is being undertaken to improve 
management and accountability in schools. 
Members of PTAs in schools whose heads have 
been trained also undergo training to enhance their 
effective participation in managing schools.  

Life Skills 

UNICEF supports the Yambio County Education 
Department to implement the training of 180 Life 
Skill mentors to implement the School Based 
Health and Preventive Education (SHaPE) program 
which focus mainly on HIV/AIDS awareness in 
primary schools and communities. 
 
In July, 12 primary school teachers were trained in 
a six-day training workshop in Li-Rangu payam 
(making a total of 142 trained since May 2005). 
Overall the teachers will be trained on a range of 
health and social issues, including personal 
hygiene and HIV/AIDS - knowledge that they can 
pass on to their students. The training is to 
strengthen their skills on conducting Life Skills 
sessions for more than 20,000 pupils in grades 5 - 
8.  
 

NUTRITION 
 
Nutrition survey results in several locations 
continue to indicate a severe situation. 
Therapeutic feeding interventions are underway in 
almost all of the areas flagged by recent surveys. 
The malnutrition situation in southern Sudan is 
clearly linked to poor harvests, uneven access to 
food aid, as well as the poor state of basic 
services including lack of access to health services 
and clean water and sanitation facilities. The 
arrival of returnees has been an additional stress 
on coping mechanisms. 
 
Malnutrition is also linked to the cultural 
environment (child feeding practices for example) 
as well as insecurity, instability and poverty in 
general. The coverage of primary health care 
services remains inadequate both for current needs 
and populations swelled by returnees.  
 
A number of international NGOs have reported a 
lack of core funding for nutrition from their 
traditional donors this year. These partner 
agencies now have a shortage of funds for salaries 

and operational costs, resulting in reduced 
capacity to implement or scale up interventions. 
 
Four Aweil counties  
According to the 29 July Famine Early Warning 
System (FEWS) alert, critical food security 
conditions persist, especially in the northern parts 
of Bahr el Ghazal (four Aweil counties).  
 
South Bor 
The results of a nutrition survey conducted in June 
2005 in South Bor display an alarming nutritional 
situation with a Global Acute Malnutrition rate of 
39.3%, and Severe Acute Malnutrition rate of 
5.9%.  
 
Response to the nutrition situation 
UNICEF continues to provide therapeutic nutrition 
supplies, drugs, OXFAM kits and other essential 
items for both therapeutic and supplementary 
feeding programmes being managed by nutrition 
agencies such as Concern, ACF-USA, Tearfund, 
Medair, World Vision, Islamic Relief, Mercy Corps 
and MSF-Swiss. The nutrition supplies and other 
items include: F-100, F-75, Resomal, plumpy nut, 
sugar, BP-5, ORS, Vitamin A, and mosquito nets. 
The use of plumpy nut (a pre-packaged nutritional 
food that can be taken home and administered by 
caregivers) has been adopted in southern Sudan 
because of regular population movements as well 
as limited access during the rainy season. 
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CHILD PROTECTION 
Family tracing workshop

A workshop held in Lokichoggio in July is part of a 
series of training sessions for UNICEF’s local 
partners to consider how to integrate family 
tracing into their programming and integrate the 
return of children from armed forces and groups 
into their activities. The topics which were 
discussed included: family tracing and 
reunification, separated children, the NGO role in 
the child demobilisation process and the 
documentation of separated and unaccompanied 
children. The workshop ended with the outline of a 
network of support and information being set up 
among the NGOs present. 

Mine risk education (MRE) 

Five MRE sessions were held with over 800 school 
children around Rumbek town, Mabior Ngap, 
Rumbek Girls school, Pullchom Returnees camp 
and Chuei Gok. Additional MRE training and 
discussions were held with two women’s groups 
on how to advise children about the dangers of 
unexploded ordnance (UXO) and mines.  
 
The MRE team is also trying to integrate MRE into 
regular classes and the Life Skills programme to 
encourage the participation of children in 
addressing landmine risks, not only within the 
classroom but also as members of their 
community. 
 
Coordination meetings were held with NSMAD 
(New Sudan Mine Action Directorate), KCAL and 
other mine action agencies on the upcoming 
Geneva regional mine ban workshop to be held in 
Rumbek and Yei.  

Child protection and participation 

In Yambio the UNICEF-supported case worker 
carried out extensive visits within the county 
including the hospital, court and the police station 
to follow up on both previous abuse cases and 
newly-reported cases as well. The chiefs and other 
community elders are intervening in handling some 
of the cases at the community level. Ten 
Community Participation Days were also facilitated 
by the Future Search youth groups in different 
communities in the county and were attended by a 
total of over 2,110 people (both adults and 
children). There were discussions in the 
community on issues such as: family violence, 
early marriage, sexual abuse, beating, drug abuse 
and HIV/AIDS.  
 
 

Community-based protection workshops 

At the end of July there was a three day 
workshop held in Juba with the new protection 
staff and the agencies and community groups in 
Juba who work in child protection. The workshop 
was centered on building the protective 
environment for children and asked all the 
participants to practically consider how their 
agency or community group can contribute to 
making communities safer places for children. The 
topics considered included the protective 
environment, what factors contribute to breaking 
it down and the specific role that adolescents can 
take in building this environment. At the end a 
matrix was drawn up with each participant 
committing to participating in the child protection 
working group and to three specific actions they 
will take on behalf of children in the coming 
weeks. 
 



FUNDING 
As of end July  2005

Donor Appeal totalProgramme and 
activity

Funds received Shortfall Percent 
funded

Health
$145,495Finland

$2,000,000Netherlands
$883,579Norway
$400,000UK (DFID)
$666,667USAID/OFDA

$27,249EUHPP
$302,704US Fund for UNICEFMaternal and 

Neonatal Tetanus
$1,519,554Canada/CIDAMeasles
$1,604,965UN FoundationMeasles

$606,004Canada/CIDAPolio
$2,076,902CDCPolio

Totals $10,233,119 $18,230,000 $7,996,881 56.1%

Water and 
Environmental 
Sanitation

$1,280,087Australia
$635,540ECHO
$726,550Italy
$636,040Italy
$871,000Netherlands
$399,316Norway

$95,397Slovak Committee
$884,960Switzerland

$1,720,000UK (DFID)
$57,144UK Committee

$666,667USAID/OFDA
$24,655EUHPP

Totals $7,997,354 $10,588,000 $2,590,646 75.5%

Education
$341,243Canada/CIDA
$752,288German Committee

$1,600,000Netherlands
$545,000Norway

$1,600,000UK (DFID)
$247,958Multi-donor thematicGirls' Education

Totals $5,086,488 $10,000,000 $4,913,512 50.9%

Quick Start and 
Community 
Capacity 
Development

$208,621Netherlands CommitteeCommunity 
Centres

$185,000NorwayCommunity 
Centres

$726,550ItalyQuick Start
$2,000,000USAID/OFDAQuick Start

Totals $3,120,171 $10,000,000 $6,879,829 31.2%



Donor Appeal totalProgramme and 
activity

Funds received Shortfall Percent 
funded

Child Protection
$137,255Belgian Committee
$239,401Canada/CIDA
$336,239French Committee
$500,000Netherlands
$545,000Norway
$187,663Sweden
$500,000UK (DFID)

$92,398SwedenMine Risk 
Education

Totals $2,537,957 $8,789,000 $6,251,043 28.9%

Security and Staff 
Safety

$924,700ECHO
$666,667USAID/OFDA

Totals $1,591,367 $5,490,000 $3,898,633 29.0%

Nutrition
$200,000Norway
$200,000Sweden
$450,000UK (DFID)

Totals $850,000 $3,927,000 $3,077,000 21.6%

Policy, Planning, 
Monitoring and 
Evaluation

$185,000NorwayMonitoring and 
Evaluation

Totals $185,000 $2,454,000 $2,269,000 7.5%

Family Shelter 
and Relief

Totals $1,694,000

HIV/AIDS 
Prevention and 
Control

$100,000Norway

Totals $100,000 $1,186,000 $1,086,000 8.4%

Information and 
Communication

$275,000Norway

Totals $275,000 $1,034,000 $759,000 26.6%

$31,976,456

Notes:
New or adjusted contributions this month are highlighted in blue
Excludes carryover funds and funds received outside of the UN Work Plan 2005

For further information, contact:
Ben Parker, Communication Officer
UNICEF Southern Sudan
PO Box 44145, Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254 733 609869, e-mail: bparker@unicef.org

Grand Total $73,392,000 $41,415,544 43.6%


