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1. North-South population movements 
 
Over the past week 4,732 people are reported to have arrived in southern Sudan according to IOM figures, 
bringing the cumulative total of returnees from the North since October 2010 close to 260,000. 
 
Almost 3,000 returnees previously stranded at the way station in Kosti in northern Sudan arrived in Upper Nile 
during the week. Returnees destined for Kodok and Kaka arrived on 12 March whereas barges destined for 
Malakal were delayed north of Malakal to avoid arriving during the armed clashes that took place there. Once the 
conflict in Malakal subsided, the barges continued their journey, arriving in Malakal on 13 March.  
 
Following a meeting at the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs on 9 March, policy issues linked to respective roles 
and responsibilities for support to the returns process as well as financial arrangements are being addressed. A 
Joint Committee has been established to undertake necessary planning and promote a better organised return 
movement. 
 
Kosti way station 
A convoy of 11 barges (four passenger barges and seven barges loaded with luggage) with 2,717 returnees 
onboard bound for Juba left the Kosti way station on 16 March and is expected to arrive in Juba within 10-15 
days.  
 
ADRA reported that 502 people remain at the way station as of 17 March. According to information received by 
UNHCR from SSRRC, the returnees on barges are provided with three meals a day and drinking water (two liters 
per person per day). There is a medical team onboard as well as showers and latrines. Escort teams have 
emergency communication devices (satellite) and provide a daily update to the SSRRC. 
 
Returnees overview (Statistical update for 16 March 2011) 
According to information from IOM, ADRA, SSRRC, the Resident Coordinator’s Support Office (RCSO) and WFP, 
the number of returnees in southern Sudan, Southern Kordofan and the Abyei area since October 2010 is as 
follows: 
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Highlights 
• Ongoing military operations in Jonglei and Upper Nile states are leading to new displacement, while 

humanitarian access remains limited 
• Tribal tensions persist in southern Sudan with reports of renewed fighting in Western Equatoria 
• The transportation of returnees previously stranded at Kosti in northern Sudan is underway with 

almost 3,000 arriving in Upper Nile over the last week 
• More than 70,000 people newly displaced in Darfur are in the process of being verified. These are 

people displaced as a result of the new wave of fighting in North Darfur that began in December 2010 
• 150 Darfuris arrive in North Darfur from Libya, with many more said to be on the way 
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Southerners in Khartoum State 
An OCHA/UNHCR assessment last week found that up to 22,425 people could be living out in the open in 16 
Khartoum IDP sites. They had moved out of their homes with the hope of benefiting from organised returns to 
southern Sudan. They lack access to clean water, sanitation and health services. UN agencies and NGO partners 
are carrying out assessments to address these needs. 
 
UNHCR reported on 17 March that IDP community leaders interviewed in Jabarona and Wed Al Bashir sites 
raised their concerns about the approaching rainy season in the South that may hinder their return plans. Most of 
the roads in the South will be blocked during the prolonged rainy season leaving them stranded for several 
months in Khartoum, especially those who are from Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Western Bahr el Ghazal, Warrap 
and Unity States. Most of those living out in the open in Khartoum are originally from these states. 
 
Returnees to the North 
Over 4,000 northern Sudanese have returned to the North from southern Sudan’s Upper Nile State and are now 
in White Nile State. They are based in Al Hudieb, Al Jabalien locality and Al Dub Karya, Al Salaam locality. UN 
Agencies and NGO partners are currently responding to the needs of these two communities. 
 
 
2. Southern Sudan 
 
Renewed fighting in Upper Nile 
On 12 March, the latest clash in a wave of fighting between the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and 
armed militia groups in northern Jonglei and Upper Nile broke out in Malakia, north of Malakal Town in Upper 
Nile. Fighting erupted between the two groups early morning on 12 March, lasting a few hours. The exact 
numbers of casualties remain unconfirmed but initial reports by state authorities indicate around 50 were killed 
and some 38 wounded (including about 11 civilians). There were also reports of a number of civilians killed, but 
this is yet to be confirmed. During the clashes, more than 100 children at the SOS orphanage in Malakal were 
caught in the middle of fighting when the armed group occupied the building for a number of hours. The children 
were later released without harm and are currently hosted in a local hotel. Humanitarian actors provided health 
services, food and blankets, mosquito nets and bed mats to the children on 14 March. WHO is also transferring 
3.2 metric tons of drugs and emergency trauma kits to Malakal Hospital to replenish medical supplies depleted 
from the response to the fighting.  
 
The clash on 12 March is suspected to be related to an earlier clash in Upper Nile that occurred in Owachi County 
on 6 March. The numbers of those killed and wounded in the earlier clashes remain unconfirmed. Two inter-
agency assessments were conducted in Lelo Payam and Obel Boma in Dolep Hill Payam on 10 March where 
about 3,750 people were reportedly displaced in the two locations. Some 30 people were also reported as 
missing and two killed. Humanitarian partners have been unable to provide assistance to those affected due to 
the recent insecurity in the area. 
 
Humanitarian access restricted in northern Jonglei 
Due to the ongoing military operations in northern Jonglei reports of displacements in Canal/Khorflus and Ayod 
are starting to emerge. Verification is ongoing in Ayod and a security assessment is underway in Canal. Health 
partners in Jonglei have expressed concern about the insecurity in northern Jonglei and the impact of restricted 
access on kala-azar treatment. Due to the ongoing military operations, the SPLA has declared a large part of 
Jonglei, which includes parts of Fangak, Pigi and Ayod counties off limits and humanitarian assessment missions 
are subject to SPLA clearance. Kala-azar, a tropical disease which is transmitted by sand flies, is geographically 
concentrated in northern Jonglei with more than half of all cases concentrated in Old Fangak alone, one of the 
areas where access is currently restricted. The Health cluster has reported that there are approximately 200 new 
kala-azar patients admitted to health facilities per week in the no-go area. Without treatment, nine out of ten 
patients will die. Furthermore, the risk of transmission of kala-azar is expected to increase with the onset of the 
rainy season. In a statement on 14 March the UN Humanitarian Coordinator called for unhindered access to 
assess and respond to the humanitarian situation in Jonglei and Upper Nile State. 
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Inter-tribal tension persists in Western Equatoria  
Tensions remain high between the Jur Nyamousa and Dinka Atwot tribes in Western Equatoria following reports 
of renewed fighting in Bahre Grindi Payam in Mvolo County on 9-10 March. In a meeting with UNMIS, the 
Governor of Western Equatoria reported four civilians were killed and an unknown number of houses were 
destroyed in the fighting, which reportedly burnt down the Payam headquarters and displaced local officials and 
the civilian population. There are also unconfirmed reports of personal items, including food, destroyed. However, 
the status or location of the local population and the impact of the clashes remains unclear. OCHA is working with 
UNMIS and UN Security to assess the security situation on the ground to enable humanitarian assessments. An 
inter-agency assessment was recently conducted in an adjacent area in response to fighting in early February 
between the two tribes. The mission found over 7,500 displaced people with urgent food, water, health care and 
non-food items (NFI) needs which humanitarian partners are responding to.   
 
Emergency assistance to returnees continues 
Vaccination services as well as partial nutrition screening is ongoing in most locations for the 2,983 returnees that 
arrived in Upper Nile from the Kosti way station. Transit food rations are also being provided for 15 days. Further 
needs of returnees such as food, non-food items, access to water, sanitation and health services will be met in 
final destinations.  
 
In Unity, mine risk education and awareness is planned in areas of high return and shelter assistance is planned 
for vulnerable returnee households. In Warrap, funding for water and sanitation services has been secured by 
partners for final destination sites in Kwajok, including borehole and latrine construction. The lack of agricultural 
land allocation in Northern Bahr el Ghazal has delayed the distribution of seeds and tools to returnees in the 
state. The protection and food security and livelihoods cluster will undertake an assessment in the coming weeks 
to identify the impact this is having on returnees within the state. 
 
 
3. Abyei area 
 
The majority of Abyei town residents who fled to nearby villages following fighting earlier in the area are still out of 
Abyei town but are coming during the day and returning to those villages in the evenings, according to OCHA. Of 
the approximately 15,000 people who left Abyei town recently, it is estimated that some 20 per cent (about 3,000 
people) have now returned to their homes. About 5,000 people uprooted from the northern villages of Maker 
Abior, Todach, Noong and Tajalei remain displaced. However, people are able to continue replenishing their food 
stocks while visiting their homes during daytime, which helps avert a humanitarian emergency. 
 
A joint mission to Wunruok village was conducted on 13 March. According to the Wunruok village chief, 
approximately 500 families have been displaced from Abyei town, Nyen Kuat, Thy Thei and Rum Ajak Deng Kuei.  
A large number of the displaced from the aforementioned areas are returnees, however, the village chief was 
unable to quantify the number. The IDPs most urgent needs are water, food, blankets and to less extent shelter. 
On 11 March, UNICEF/WES tankered in water to Wunruok. 
 
An initial inter-agency assessment, conducted in Mangar-lou Payam in Aweil East County, Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal on 8 March to verify numbers and identify needs of IDPs from Abyei, found about 251 households 
displaced and living within the host community in Mathiang and Akong villages. The majority of IDPs were 
reported to lack NFIs and had been separated from family members while fleeing. Needs identified include food, 
clean water and sanitation, and NFIs. Aid agencies will provide assistance, including a monthly ration of food, 
jerry cans and NFI kits to those with needs identified.  
 
Pre-positioning of humanitarian supplies 
The current situation in Abyei has highlighted the need for pre-positioning. Most of relief items are stored in Agok, 
Wunrok, Wau, Kadugli, and to a lesser extent in El Obeid. Organisations have been asked to re-assess whether 
some items should be pre-positioned in Abyei itself.  
Food: 1,000 metric tons of food for Abyei stored between Abyei, Wunrok and Wau. Additional food stock is 
available for emergency response in Abyei through WFP main hubs both in the north and in close-by WFP 
warehouses in the south. 
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Health: Most medical supplies are pre-positioned in Kadugli due to limited storage capacity within Abyei (cold-
chain). If needed, additional drugs can be provided from the south or Khartoum. Additional stocks with partners on 
the ground, i.e. GOAL and MSF-CH. 
NFIs and Emergency Shelter: Main stocks in El Obeid due to lack of storage facilities in Abyei, while some 
stocks are kept in Agok with GOAL and Save the Children Sweden. There are efforts by UNHCR and UNICEF to 
preposition some stock in Abyei itself, but it is dependent upon the ability to install the UNHCR rub hall at the new 
inter-agency compound adjacent to the UNMIS compound. 
Nutrition: Rolling stocks are in place with nutrition partners operating in Abyei (MSF-CH and GOAL), additional 
resources in Kadugli and Khartoum. 
WASH: main stocks in Kadugli and Agok, some stocks with INGO partners in Abyei. 
Livelihood Support: 100 per cent of animal drug kits and 80 percent of animal vaccines are in Abyei along with 
30 percent of tools. Additional tools and seeds are in Kadugli awaiting onward transport. Seeds mainly stored in 
Agok. Pipeline stocks are continuously monitored with efforts to pre-position some stocks in Abyei. 
 
 
4. Darfur 
 
New arrivals in Zamzam and other IDP camps/locations 
The Humanitarian Coordinator, Mr Georg Charpentier, said in a statement issued on 17 March that since fighting 
broke out between Government forces and armed groups in parts of Darfur in December 2010, more than 70,000 
people who newly arrived in about 10 different IDP camps or settlements are in the process of being verified. 
Some of these people are newly displaced while other people were already displaced and living in other camps. 
The majority arrived at Zamzam IDP camp, and this rapid influx has placed considerable strain on existing basic 
services and available resources in the camp. 
 
IOM has compled the initial verification of 44,129 new arrivals in Zamzam camp as of 15 March while another 
17,000 people are still to be verified, bringing the estimated total number of new IDPs in the camp since January 
to 61,129 people. The new arrivals in the wadi (river bed) area are due to relocate to more appropriate areas soon 
as no services can be provided in this area with the upcoming flood season commencing at the end of May.  
 
Health services have increased for the new arrivals with a day clinic run by PAI and a mobile clinic run by Relief 
International around the camp. Another mobile clinic is being planned. WFP-LCU continues to distribute NFIs, 
with an estimated 12,210 people already covered and an estimated 9,000 people to be covered this week.  
 
Food distributions are planned for an additional 5,000 new arrivals before the end of this week. WFP and other 
agencies are still confirming the additional numbers of the people that have arrived in Zamzam in the last few 
days (approximately 30,000 people). The verification process is underway, according to the WFP. 
 
UNICEF and WES have stepped up their efforts for WASH services in the west and south areas of the camp. 
They have provided five temporary water storage facilities (bladders) with a total capacity of 35,000 litres. The 
bladders are being replenished five times per day with a total estimated daily water output of 175,000 litres.  
 
Additionally, UNICEF reported that drilling for boreholes started on 9 March and WES reported on 15 March that 
drilling for six boreholes is now complete and water testing, test pumping and installation will follow. Meanwhile, 
about 130 communal latrines have been constructed. Overall, 1,500 latrines will be constructed. More than 2,000 
families have received two bars of soap each and the distribution will continue to cover all new arrivals.  
 
There are problems of land availability for the new arrivals. Some of the new IDPs have settled on private land 
and have agreed with the land owners to pay a fee to rent the land. Some IDPs have complained of high rental 
costs and said they cannot afford them. The Humanitarian Coordinator called upon State Authorities to resolve 
urgently this land issue.   
 
Displacement in Shangil Tobaya, Deriege and other locations 
Although the majority of the newly displaced persons have arrived in Zam Zam camp, some 15,000 have arrived 
in other IDP camps/locations such as Shangil Tobaya, Deriege, Abu Zerega and Mershing. Humanitarian 
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organizations are making every effort to assess and address needs in these places in an attempt to avoid further 
movements of these people to the already over-crowded Zamzam camp.  
 
Estimated number of new IDPs arriving in camps since January 2011 (as of 16 March)  
The figures below are estimates and not final as verification is still underway 
 
Name of 
camp/settlement 

Number of 
new IDPs 

Places of origin Verified/not verified 

Zamzam camp 61,129 Shangil Tobaya, Shearia, Dar el Salaam, 
Tukumare, Thabit, Abu Zerega, Tabeldiat, 
Wadi Mura, Lamena, Nurteg 

44,129 people initially 
verified by IOM 
17,000 people not verified 

Dar Elsalam 1,000 N/A Not verified 
Abu Zerega 2,200 Dar el Salaam, Kukumare, Tabit, Shangil 

Tobaya, Wadi Abu Hamra and Khor Abu 
Deimaik 

Not verified 

Shangil Tobaya 4,000 N/A Not verified 
Deriege camp 4,000 Shearia, Shangil Tobaya Not verified 
Mershing 1,700 N/A Verified by NCA 
Al Malam 700 NA Verified by NCA 
Manawashi 600 NA Verified by NCA 
Bileil Camp 500 Shearia, Shangil Tobaya Verified by WFP-SPCR 
Total 75,829  Largely not verified 

 
Meningitis cases  
According to WHO, between 1 January and 25 February 85 suspected cases of meningitis, with two deaths (case 
fatality rate of 2.3 per cent), were reported from seven states, including Khartoum, Gezira, Sennar, Gedaref, 
Northern, West and South Darfur.  Seventy-seven laboratory samples were collected, none of them is positive for 
Nisseria meningitides but a few were positive for Streptococcus pneumonea and Haemophilus influenzae. So far 
none of the epidemiological sectors has reached alert or epidemic threshold, WHO reported. 
 
Returnees from Libya 
During the first week of March, UNHCR took part in a joint UN-Government mission to verify reports that some 
Sudanese and other foreign nationals fled Libya to North Darfur, and to assess consequent needs in Malha area 
north-east of El Fasher, which is an important reception point for people coming through Chad and intending to 
proceed to Khartoum or El Fasher.  
 
The mission learned that three truck loads carrying about 150 Darfuri Sudanese, who fled Darfur due to conflict in 
2003-2004, had arrived in Mellit/Malha on 26 and 28 February following 30-40 day journeys. They had their 
personal belongings and informed UNHCR that there were 40 more trucks already en-route and an estimated 
15,000 people making their way to Darfur. The Malha local authorities set up a task force to handle this influx, and 
a transit centre for reception, medical screening and basic medical services. To date the 40 trucks have not 
arrived; however, given the duration of the journey they could well be on the way, according to UNHCR. 
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