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Cyclone Giri, reaching a category four status on the Saffir-Simpson scale, made landfall in Rakhine State on 
22 October, close to the town of Kyaukpyu. The Townships of Kyaukpyu, Myebon, Minbya and Pauktaw were 
the most severely affected by the storm, which caused severe damage to houses and infrastructure including 
roads and bridges in coastal areas. Further damage is also reported in areas further inland, including in 
Magway Region. 
 
The Prime Minister of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar visited affected areas in Myebon and Kyaukpyu 
Townships on 04 November 2010. Ahead of the cyclone reaching coastal areas, the Government of the 
Republic of the Union of Myanmar in collaboration with the Red Cross issued warnings to the population and 
organized the evacuation of people in coastal areas to safe locations. The Government also immediately 
mobilized its National Disaster Preparedness Coordination Committee (NDPCC). The Ministry of Social 
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement has been in continuous contact with the international humanitarian 
community and has welcomed support. 
 
The Government has confirmed that at least 45 people are dead or missing to date, while 101,923 (increased 
from 70,975) people remain homeless and at least 20,380 houses (increased from 15,000) were completely 
destroyed, with a revised total of at least 260,000 people affected (52,000 households). Approximately 17,500 
acres of agricultural lands and nearly 50,000 acres of aquaculture ponds were also destroyed. Transportation 
remains extremely challenging, as roads and bridges collapsed and were washed away. A number of 
international and national NGOs, the Red Cross movement, as well as UN agencies continue to conduct 
assessments in parallel to the distributions to confirm the extent of needs in various sectors, in cooperation 
with the local authorities.  
 
The cluster system is being re-activated and sector meetings continue to take place regularly, in order to 
ensure a coordinated response. In addition to previously-mentioned clusters, the Nutrition Cluster has now 
also been activated, with UNICEF as lead agency. Inter-sectoral coordination efforts have also increased, and 
regular meetings of sector leads are now taking place at the Yangon level. In addition, sector focal points are 
being designated at the field level, in Sittwe. The various sector groups are also submitting proposals to the 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), with support from OCHA. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• The Prime Minister of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar visited affected areas in Myebon and 
Kyaukpyu Townships on 04 November 2010. 

• The Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator and the Humanitarian Country Team in Myanmar 
have activated the cluster system for the response to Cyclone GIRI. 

• According to latest figures shared by local authorities, 101,923 people remain homeless after the 
cyclone. 

• Of a total 480,221 acres cropped in the monsoon season by about 86,000 farming households, 
51% of the total standing crops have been completely (100% losses) or partially (up to 70% losses)  
destroyed, resulting in a loss in production estimated at 187,564 MT of paddy. Fisheries faced 
severe losses of fishing gears, boats and aquaculture ponds affecting more than 7,500 households. 

 

II. Situation Overview 
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In Myebon, it is reported that two small camps remain in the Myebon town area, with a total population of 
approximately 700 people. Relief assistance is being provided by local authorities as well as relief agencies. 
The population is reported to be reducing regularly, as families are returning to their homes. In Kyaukpyu, two 
temporary reception facilities continue to accommodate approximately 700 people, while local authorities and 
international and national organisations continue to provide support. 
 
Education 
 
Reconstruction of semi-permanent and permanent schools along with teacher trainings will be a priority in the 
education sector over coming months. 
 
The Education sectoral assessment in Myebon and Minbya townshpis started on 04 November with the 
participation of UNICEF, KMSS and Mingalar Myanmar under the leadership of Ministry of Education (MoE). 
A total of 333 affected schools in the four most affected townships will be assessed over the coming weeks. 
 
The education sector is preparing a CERF proposal. The cluster is focusing on minimising the interruption of 
children’s education by resuming schooling and provision of temporary learning spaces (Government schools 
and non-Government schools) including school kits and WASH facilities. The project also includes a small-
scale Early Childhood Development (ECD) intervention. Participating partners in the proposed project are 
MoE, UNICEF, and Save the Children (SC). 
 
Food 
 
WFP, together with its cooperating partners, plans to provide emergency food assistance to 200,000 people 
in Kyaukpyu, Myebon, Minbya and Pauktaw for three months. In total, 9,870 MT of food will be distributed 
from November 2010 to January 2011. 
 
To date, 1,400 mt of food has been dispatched. Distributions are ongoing in the affected areas and thus far, 
over 70,000 beneficiaries received food assistance.  
 
Action Contre La Faim (ACF) has distributed 27 MT of food to 450 households (HH), while 550 HH are 
currently receiving a basket of pulses, oil and salt. Food was purchased locally by MSF-H and Malteser 
International and distributed in collaboration with ACF. After this first phase, ACF will distribute the nutrition 
rations for 3,000 HH in Minbya. 50 MT of food are currently en route from Yangon. 
 
Save the Children has completed the distribution of over 100 MT to 50,000 people in Myebon, Pauktaw and 
Kyaukpyu Townships. 
 
Health 
 
One UNFPA-Myanmar Medical Association (MMA) static clinic has provided reproductive health services to 
over 300 clients in Myebon town. Mobile clinics have provided reproductive health services to 81 clients and 
general services to 69 clients from Tha Yet Chaung village, Kyauk Nga Nwar village and Shout Chon village 
in Myebon Township. The UNFPA-MMA project also distributed 144 condoms, 179 Clean Delivery Kits, 282 
Delivery Kits, 75 Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS), 75 water bottles.  
 
UNFPA is planning to distribute emergency reproductive health kits to four severely affected township 
hospitals, Myebon, Kyauk Phyu, Minbya and Pauktaw. 
 
Nutrition 
 
Rapid assessments by UNICEF and partners indicated that the acute malnutrition in young children is a major 
concern, due to the low level of food stocks, rising number of diarrhea cases, compounded with safe water 
depletion and damage to most rural health facilities. The sector members will focus on vulnerable groups 
including 30,000 under-five children and 12,000 pregnant/lactating women.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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It is estimated that 600 severely acute malnourished children will be in need of assistance and treatment with 
RUTF (Ready to use Therapeutic Food); an estimated 2,200 moderately malnourished under-fives will be in 
need of supplementary feeding.  
 
ACF has mobilized supplementary food rations from Sittwe and started distribution to 3,000 households for 
two weeks in Myebon and Minbya Townships. 
 
UNICEF, ACF and SC are planning to conduct a joint nutrition assessment in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Health. 
 
Livelihoods 
 
Of a total 480,221 acres cropped in the monsoon season by about 86,000 farming households, 51%  of the 
total standing crops have been completely (100% losses) or partially (up to 70% losses)  destroyed, resulting 
in a loss in production estimated to 187,564 MT of paddy. Fisheries faced severe losses of fishing gears, 
boats and aquaculture ponds (736 boats, 1,211 assorted fishing gears and 43,750 acres of aquaculture 
ponds destroyed) affecting more than 7,500 fishing households.  
 
Pertaining to livestock, 191 animals (85 buffalos and 106 cattle) were lost, whereas the estimate for small 
livestock and poultry, which contributes significantly to the livelihood of the inhabitants of the area, is likely to 
be more significant and requires further assessment.  
 
UNDP is implementing immediate income generating activities (IIGA) in Minbya Township starting from next 
week. UNDP has sent additional staff from Buthidaung, Maungdaw, Mrauk Oo, Kyauktaw and Paletwa 
township offices who are currently conducting assessments in Myebon and Pauktaw Townships to streamline 
the provision of immediate financial relief to cyclone victims. The assessments are expected to be completed 
next week. UNDP will set up a hub and coordination office in Kyaukpyu. Senior staff and team will conduct 
detailed assessments of the worst-affected villages in the area. UNDP Minbya Township office trained 44 
local youths in late October to enhance their potential and knowledge in response to disasters. 
 
ActionAid Myanmar fellows have started providing the most vulnerable communities with livelihoods support 
in 15 villages in Myebon Township, five villages in Kyaukpyu Township and four villages in Ramree  
Township. 
 
Logistics 
 
WFP has deployed four logistics staff who will facilitate the logistics coordination from Sittwe and other bases. 
WFP has set up one office in Kyaukpyu and will set up a second office in Myebon.  
 
Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFI) 
 
The situation remains difficult in the affected areas with severe damage to households requiring the urgent 
mobilisation of emergency shelter kits (ESK) to support the vulnerable homeless population. Distribution is 
very challenging due to natural geography, poor and damaged infrastructure. 
 
Currently, 6,800 NFI kits (including emergency shelter kits) have been distributed to beneficiaries in the 
affected area. An additional 9,300 kits are in the pipeline. 
  
ACF has distributed NFI kits to 1,000 families in Myebon and is currently developing a response plan for an 
additional 5,000 families in Myebon and Minbya. 
 
MSF-H will aim to supply kits to 15,000 households (75,000 people) in Myebon and south Minbya townships. 
 
CARE has made available its stockpiles in Maungdaw to UNHCR. CARE will provide shelter kits shipped from 
Yangon to 3,575 HHs in Myebon. 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
 
An estimated 200,000 people are in need of water, hygiene and sanitation support over the coming months. 
Of these, 40,000 people are in most urgent need of fresh water, based on the initial findings of the rapid 
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assessments. The worst affected communities, located along the hard-to-reach coastal areas, have difficult 
access to water as most ponds and wells have been contaminated, and most boats have been lost. 
 
As the rainy season is drawing to a close, water needs may remain acute in these areas over the coming dry-
season. Hygiene remains a concern across the four severely affected townships, as the sanitary facilities that 
existed have been demolished. 
 
MRCS/IFRC is now operating a water treatment plant at Kyaukpyu Basic High school to distribute fresh water. 
A five unit communal latrine was built for the people who stay in a local school. The water treatment plant in 
Myebon is under installation and expected to start operating soon. 
 
CARE-Myanmar plans to assist 6,000 people in 2 village tracts with installation of 10,000 L bladder to 2 Rural 
Health Centers, and with the renovation of 20 ponds and construction of 1,000 fly proof latrines. NCV is 
distributing 500 family kits, 500 tarpaulin sheets and 7,000 Waterguards supplied by UNICEF. 
 

 
Inter-agency coordination meetings between local and international NGOs and UN agencies have been held 
regularly in Yangon and in Sittwe. Bilateral meetings between local authorities and humanitarian partners take 
place regularly in Sittwe. 
 
The RC/HC has appealed to the international community to provide additional funding for relief efforts. 
 
OCHA will deploy one international staff to strengthen coordination at Sittwe. 
 
The MIMU continues to collect information on which organisations are conducting assessments in which 
areas, as well as 3W (Who-What-Where) information on the response. Please send any updates to 
vognild@un.org and ei.ei.thein@undp.org. Township planning maps for Rakhine State can be found at 
www.themimu.info/html/maps/rakhine.html. 
 

 
The Australian Government has provided AUD 200,000 to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (through the Australian Red Cross) for immediate Cyclone GIRI relief. 
 
An application will be submitted to the CERF Secretariat over the coming days. 
 
Donors are encouraged to contribute to the response efforts of humanitarian partners, as well as to report to 
the Financial Tracking Service, which records all humanitarian contributions to Myanmar. For more 
information, please visit: http://fts.unocha.org/ 
 

 
Please contact: 
Myanmar: Thierry Delbreuve, Head of Office 
delbreuve@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 801 or +95 (0) 95 11 26 52 
 
Myanmar: Norwin Schafferer, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Schafferer@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 808 or +95 (0) 98 61 08 48 
 
New York: Alf Blikberg, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
blikberg@un.org, +1-917-367-0215 Room 06060-A 
 
 
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 
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