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This bulletin is being issued for information only, and reflects the current situation and details 
available at this time. The National Societies in the affected regions, with the support of the 
International Federation, have determined that external assistance is not required at that point, and is 
therefore not seeking funding or other assistance from donors. However as the situation evolves, 
international assistance may be requested.   
 
Summary: 
Heavy rains hit Central Europe causing 
the level of rivers to rise. Flood warnings 
have been issued across the region. The 
floods in the Czech Republic has killed 
11 people. Major flooding also occurred 
in Austria and Poland; Slovakia and 
Hungary declared second degree alerts; 
in Germany rescue workers are engaged 
in reinforcing dykes. The local Red Cross 
branches of the Czech, Austrian and 
German Red Cross Societies are 
coordinating their work with the fire 
brigades during the evacuation of 
people. The Austrian Red Cross 
mobilized its team to help people clean 
their houses, while the Czech Red Cross 
is providing the people affected with 
blankets, food and other basic items. 
The Czech Red Cross has indicated that 
it may ask financial support from the 
International Federation. 
 
The flood wave is approaching the southern part of Central Europe, there is already some flooding at the 
border between Slovenia and Croatia, and significant flooding in Serbia. 
 
More rain is expected during the weekend. 
 
 

<click here for detailed contact information> 
 

The Situation 
 

Heavy rains hit Central Europe causing level of rivers to rise. Flood warnings have been issued across the 
region. 
 
In the Czech Republic at least 11 people died in the flooding in the eastern part of the country, near the border 
with Poland and Slovakia. The most affected town is Novy Jicin, in North Moravia, 260 km east of Prague, 
where the damage is estimated at hundreds of millions of Czech crowns (tens of thousands of euros). Rescuers 

 

Flooded houses in Moravia, Czech Republic. Photo: Czech Red 
Cross 
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evacuated hundreds of people throughout the region from houses and buildings threatened by high water. A 
number of roads and railway lines, including a major track that connects the capital Prague with the eastern part 
of the Czech Republic and Poland, have been closed as rivers flooded their banks. The wells have also been 
damaged in the flooded areas. Hundreds of households are without electricity, gas and running water. 
 
The country's security council and the government met on 25 June to assess the situation. The government 
deployed up to 1,000 soldiers to help. According to the police, the number of fatalities might rise as the police 
and fire brigades are scanning the flood-hit municipalities. A helicopter is also monitoring the area. 
 
In Austria, the river Danube has risen this week after some of the heaviest rainfalls in 50 years. The rainfalls 
caused major flooding in the northern, central and eastern parts of the country. Out of the nine provinces in 
Austria, four have been affected (Lower Austria, Upper Austria, Styria and Burgenland). Some villages along 
rivers flowing towards the Danube were cut off and cellars and roads were under water, mainly in the region 
west of Vienna. Around 13,000 police, firefighters and soldiers continue to drain buildings and soaked streets 
throughout the affected regions. In some places, such as  the town of Steyr in Upper Austria province, cleanup 
efforts are under way after the water began receding. 
 
While the water levels of a number of rivers dropped overnight, the authorities warned that thunderstorms and 
sporadic showers could cause more problems. 
 
Bratislava declared a second degree alert in western Slovakia, where the level of the Danube is expected to 
rise. 
 
Hungary put first or second degree alerts in place for the upper section of the Danube. Two counties have been 
significantly affected by the floods, Vas and Győr-Moson-Sopron counties in the north-western part of the 
country. 
 
The Polish National Security Centre said rivers topped warning levels in 43 places and alarm levels in another 
20. In southern Poland, heavy rains flooded rail tracks, forcing the closure of the station in Czechowice-
Dziedzice, a town south of the coal mining center of Katowice. The nearby major national road was also 
temporarily closed after the Wisla river overflowed. Firefighters are pumping water from hundreds of flooded 
basements of private houses, offices and hospitals in the south and also in the city of Olsztyn, in the north. 
 
Some 3,000 rescue workers have been deployed to the affected areas in southern Germany in recent days to 
reinforce dykes and distribute sandbags along the Elbe river. 
 
The flood wave is approaching the southern part of Central Europe; there is already some flooding at the border 
between Slovenia and Croatia, and significant flooding in the central part of Serbia. It is expected that the 
Danube will reach its peak in Serbia between 28 June and 1 July. 

 
According to the meteorologists’ forecast more rain is expected during the weekend. 

 

Red Cross and Red Crescent action 
 
The local Red Cross branches of the German and Austrian Red Cross Societies, located in the affected areas, 
coordinate their work with fire-brigades during the evacuation of people. The fire brigade has been saving 
houses and properties by making mobile dams and using sandbags. The Austrian Red Cross has mobilized its 
‘team Österreich’ and alerted approximately 50 members of the team to help citizens clean their houses as the 
water level is decreasing. The Austrian Red Cross has also activated its national funds for disaster relief and 
started local fund-raising, as usually done in such cases. On 26 June the initiative ‘Austrian Red Cross Flood 
Aid’ was launched through which people can donate money to the affected people, whose needs cannot be 
addressed by other sources (governmental funds or insurances). According to the forecasts further storms are 
expected in the eastern part of Austria, which might lead to more deployments of the ‘team Österreich’. There is 
no need for psychosocial support teams at this time since there have not been major evacuations in the 
country.  
 
The Czech Red Cross branches cooperate on the spot with the regional authorities as well as with the fire 
brigades. They provide necessary care and tools for cleaning. The Czech Red Cross headquarters also 
dispatched the psychosocial team of the central Czech Red Cross rescue unit to the districts Nový Jičín and 
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Hranicko, and the team started its work on 26 June. The worst situation is in Jeseník nad Odrou where four 
people have died. The Czech Red Cross is providing blankets, food and other basic items to the people who 
were evacuated and lost their homes.  

 
 

How we work 
All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO's) in Disaster 
Relief and is committed to the Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response 
(Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. 
 
The International Federation’s activities are 
aligned with its Global Agenda, which sets out four 
broad goals to meet the Federation's mission to 
"improve the lives of vulnerable people by 
mobilizing the power of humanity". 

Global Agenda Goals: 
 Reduce the numbers of deaths, injuries and impact 

from disasters. 
 Reduce the number of deaths, illnesses and impact 

from diseases and public health emergencies. 
 Increase local community, civil society and Red 

Cross Red Crescent capacity to address the most 
urgent situations of vulnerability. 

 Reduce intolerance, discrimination and social 
exclusion and promote respect for diversity and 
human dignity. 

Contact information  
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  
 In the Europe Zone Office: Slobodanka Curic, Disaster Management Coordinator, Budapest, phone: 

+36 1  8884 510, fax: +36 1 336 1516, email: slobodanka.curic@ifrc.org  
 In Geneva: Pablo Medina, Operations Coordinator, phone: +41 22 730 4381, fax: +41 22 733 0395, 

email: pablo.medina@ifrc.org 
 

<click here to return to the title page> 
 


