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Thank you for this opportunity to supplement the briefing from my DPKO colleague.  
The background is that the humanitarian situation in Darfur has been steadily deteriorating again 
this year, in the context of the resumption of armed conflict involving the State armed forces and 
rebel groups, as well as increased tribal clashes. The level of restrictions imposed on 
humanitarian operations, and of harassment, threats and violence directed at humanitarian 
personnel, is once again becoming unacceptable.  All this renders the civilians we are trying to 
help even more vulnerable. 
 
 The recent politically-driven violence in Kalma, one of the largest IDP camps in Darfur 
which sheltered some 82,000 people before the violence, is a case in point.  In addition to those 
killed and injured during the violence between different groups of IDPs, thousands had their 
lives disrupted and were forced to flee to areas they considered to be safe, within the camp or 
areas outside the camp, including Nyala town.  Many humanitarian services inside the camp 
were interrupted, with the destruction of a number of shelters in two sectors of the camp, and the 
burning of a health clinic operated by an NGO and a school.  Subsequent firing at night in some 
sectors of the camp, and further burning of shelters, appeared to have the aim of frightening more 
IDPs away from the camp.   

This situation was further aggravated when local authorities denied NGOs and UN 
agencies access to the camp for 15 days after 1 August, amid suggestions that they wanted to get 
rid of the camp altogether.  This prevented any proper assessment of the humanitarian situation, 
and any adequate response to the needs of the affected population.  A planned food distribution 
on 8 August had to be cancelled, rationing of water became necessary due to lack of fuel for 
generators and water pumps, and medical supplies became increasingly scarce. 
 
 Following intense dialogue with authorities both at the Khartoum and state levels, 
including a joint visit to the camp by the State Minister of Humanitarian Affairs, Mutrif Siddig, 
DSRSG RC/HC Georg Charpentier and JSR Ibrahim Gambari on 10 August, six international 
NGOs and UN agencies were allowed to deliver medicines and fuel to run water pumps in 
Kalma camp on 16 August. The following day, however, National Security personnel at a 
checkpoint on the road from Nyala to Kalma again denied access.  On 18 August, humanitarian 
personnel were allowed to resume operations in the camp again and access has so far remained 
possible since.  Humanitarian organisations and state authorities have also been able to conduct a 
more in-depth assessment in Kalma and Bileil camps and surrounding villages. They found that, 
out of the 82,000 IDPs in the camp before the crisis, between 50,000 and 60,000 IDPs remained, 
while some 15,000 seemed to have fled to Nyala town and another 10,000 to surrounding areas. 
On 18 August humanitarian partners and local authorities began to draw up an action plan to 
respond to the gaps identified in each sector and to assist the IDPs wherever they might now be. 
 

The current situation in Kalma is reported to be relatively calm, largely thanks to 
UNAMID’s day and night patrols in the camp, which have significantly improved the security 
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situation. This underscores the vital importance of UNAMID’s mandate on the protection of the 
civilian population and of the close cooperation between the humanitarian community and the 
mission. The water situation has improved thanks to the provision of fuel for the water pumps.  
Ten schools have reopened and food distributions for Kalma and Bileil residents are expected to 
resume soon, and health clinics recommenced full operations.  However the situation remains 
tense and fragile, and there is still government talk of moving the IDPs out of Kalma and 
dismantling the camp.     

 
 Meanwhile, access restrictions, in the form of denial in practice of permission for 
humanitarian actors to travel, still prevail in Eastern Jebel Marra, where approximately 100,000 
people have been affected by fighting between the Government of Sudan and SLA-Abdul Wahid 
since February.  These restrictions must be lifted as soon as possible. 
 

In this environment, it is important that we insist on strict adherence to basic 
humanitarian principles by all parties to the conflict. All concerned need to understand that 
humanitarian action is carried out by independent and neutral actors to alleviate human suffering, 
that assistance is provided impartially, based on humanitarian needs alone, and that the 
humanitarian community in Darfur is committed to upholding these principles in every aspect of 
its work.  It is the responsibility and duty of all concerned to facilitate and help humanitarian 
operations, not obstruct or complicate them. 
 
 It is also vital that displaced populations are not threatened with violence or otherwise 
forcibly moved. Any movement away from their current locations, including Kalma camp, must 
be voluntary, and based on free and informed decisions. Any effort by government authorities, 
other armed groups or indeed humanitarian actors to resettle or return IDP populations must be 
on this basis, and must also ensure that conditions in areas of resettlement or return are 
appropriate and viable in terms of security and access to basic services.  Any resettlement or 
return should only take place following joint verification that these conditions have been met.  
 
 I also remind both the government and rebel movements of the imperative need to 
maintain the neutral, humanitarian and strictly civilian character of current sites of displacement 
to ensure conflict-affected populations are able to seek shelter and other aid without fear of 
violence.  Camps should not contain weapons, or be used for purposes of violence of any kind. 
 
 Mr. President, you may also have seen reports that on 14 August state authorities in West 
Darfur suggested orally to five humanitarian workers of three different organisations that their 
security could no longer be guaranteed, without specifying the nature or the source of the threat, 
and that they should therefore leave.  Nothing was received in writing either by way of official 
decisions, or justifications for such action.  These apparent proposed expulsions were taken up 
with the government by the organisations themselves, and where appropriate by the 
DSRSG/RC/HC.  In three of the cases we have been told that those concerned are now able to 
resume their work, while agreement has been reached amicably on the future of the other two.  If 
the affected staff are indeed allowed to return to their post, this would be welcome, but the 
incident hardly helps to reassure the humanitarian community that their presence is welcomed 
and respected, particularly when, only a few weeks ago, two IOM members of staff were 
effectively expelled without consultation or justification.  Meanwhile, Sudanese security staff 
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continue to intimidate humanitarian staff by trying to tell them what they can – and cannot – do, 
and threatening expulsion otherwise.  This is unacceptable.   
 

Mr. President, unfortunately the trend of abductions of humanitarian workers has also 
continued this year, with one NGO relief worker still in captivity in South Darfur.  None of the 
perpetrators has so far been brought to justice. This impunity further contributes to an 
atmosphere of fear within the humanitarian community and risks crippling the aid effort.  The 
Government of Sudan must take concrete and unambiguous measures to deter, investigate and 
prosecute those responsible for such actions.  
 
 In conclusion, let me highlight the importance of using the existing joint mechanisms to 
resolve potential issues of concern or disagreement.  It is encouraging that the sixth meeting of 
the strengthened High Level Committee, held on 19 August, agreed to address such challenges in 
a constructive manner, and to reactivate joint assessment and verification mechanisms at state 
and federal levels.  However, if I may be permitted an old British proverb, fine words butter no 
parsnips.  And unfortunately we have been through all these cycles before, as anyone looking at 
my past briefings to the Council would quickly realise.  It is critical that the good will on display 
be translated quickly into concrete and continued progress to eliminate the constraints imposed 
on humanitarian operations, and that intimidatory actions cease.  In particular, humanitarian 
access must be not only fully restored but also durably sustained in order to safeguard the well-
being of the civilian population of Darfur.  I ask members of this Council to use their 
engagement and influence to bring about change in these critical areas.   


