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R e g i o n a l  H u m a n i t a r i a n  U p d a t e

U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  O f f i c e  f o r  t h e  C o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  H u m a n i t a r i a n  A f f a i r s  -  U N O C H A

Regional - H1N1 (“Swine Flu”)

As of 01 August 2009, 23:00 hours, Cairo time, 1778 

laboratory-confirmed cases of Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 

were reported to WHO by 20 Member States of the WHO 

Eastern Mediterranean Region1. A total of 299 of these 

reported cases were locally transmitted. There are six 

related deaths reported from Egypt (1), Saudi Arabia (4) 

and Lebanon (1). On 31 July, Pakistan became the latest 

country in the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region to 

report a case of Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 infection for the 

first time. For the latest updates please visit www.emro.

who.int/csr/h1n1 

At the beginning of the month, HRH King Abdullah bin Abdul 

Aziz, Ruler of Saudi Arabia, and the Ministry of Health held 

an international consultative workshop on preventative 

measures against infectious disease for Hajj and Umra, with 

a special emphasis on H1N1 influenza. A technical group, 

created to keep a watch on the development of the H1N1, 

arrived at several conclusions and recommendations, 

including the restriction of the elderly, children under 12 

and the chronically sick from performing this year’s Haj 

pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia. This decision still needs to be 

ratified by the individual governments. For a full list of the 

panel’s recommendations and further updates, please visit 

www.emro.who.int. 

A conference on Inter-sectoral Collaboration on Avian 

Influenza in Larnaca, Cyprus, was held from 20-22 July. 

The meeting was concerned with establishing effective 
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collaboration with relevant sectors of society in order to 

prevent the spread of avian influenza. The conference, 

organised by the World Organisation for Animal Health 

(OIE), gathered approximately 25 representatives from 

the Ministries of Agriculture from the Middle East and 

North Africa. A full report on the conference will be issued 

shortly.

Regional – Food Prices

In a report issued on 4 July, WFP outlined the price changes 

over the last quarter of the most commonly consumed 

staples and the potential impact on a food basket. In the 

occupied Palestinian territory, staple food prices have 

decreased, while they remained stable in Tajikistan. In 

Iraq, prices have continued to increase. For the full report, 

please visit www.wfp.org. 

Regional – Arab Human Development Report

The Arab Human Development Report 2009, “Challenges to 

Human Security in the Arab Countries”, was published on 

22 July. The report posits that one of the major obstacles 

to human development in the region is “the fragility of the 

region’s political, social, economic and environmental 

structures, in its lack of people-centred development 

policies and in its vulnerability to outside intervention. 

Together, these characteristic undermine human security.” 

For the full report, please visit www.undp.org 

Doctors in the region are on alert for swine flu. Source|IRIN

1Afghanistan, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Oman, Pakistan, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Soma-
lia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen  
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Regional – Reproductive Health IAWG
The first meeting of the Regional Inter-Agency Working 

Group (IAWG) on Reproductive Health in Crisis for 

Middle East and North Africa was held in Cairo on 27-28 

July. Fifteen participants from the Cairo Family Planning 

and Development Association, International Medical 

Corps, IOM, UNFPA, UNHCR and WHO, representing 8 

countries, took part in the meeting. The aim of the group 

is to build a regional network of agencies to support 

country level coordinated Sexual and Reproductive 

Health preparedness and response interventions in 

crisis with particular focus on women, young girls and 

adolescents. The establishment of a regional IAWG 

Forum for the Middle East/North Africa region was one 

major recommendation of the 11th Annual Meeting of the 

global IAWG on Reproductive Health in Crisis, held in 

Cairo in November 2008.

Regional - Central Emergency Relief Fund 
(CERF)
US$1.5 million were allocated by the CERF, through 

the Underfunded Emergencies Window, to support 

the provision of live-saving activities to some 90,000 

Saharawi Refugees in Tindouf camp, Algeria. Although 

projedcts through which the United Nations World Food 

Programme (WFP) provides the refugee population with 

food assistance are relatively well funded, poor funding 

for complementary programmes in the shelter sector 

is jeopardizing the refugees’ well-being. The United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has 

also appealed for some US$11.6 million to help Saharawi 

refugees in Algeria, but only 23 percent (US$2.66 million) 

has been received to date. In July, UNDP Pakistan also 

received a CERF grant of over US$0.5 million towards 

safety and security projects.   

Pakistan

Both government-assisted formal returns and  x
spontaneous returns of Internally Displaced Persons 

(IDPs) have begun; as of end July 2009, over 600,000 

registered IDPs had returned to Swat and Buner 

districts of Pakistan and 5 IDP camps had closed. 

However, more than 1.5 million people remain 

displaced, the vast majority of whom are residing 

with host families. Both IDPs and the communities 

hosting them remain in critical need of humanitarian 

assistance. 

During his mission to Pakistan from 7-11 July, the  x
Emergency Relief Coordinator, John Holmes, noted 

the great generosity of the host communities that 

had taken in the displaced people in the face of this 

enormous crisis. Mr. Holmes highlighted the need to 

support these communities in their efforts to care 

for the needs of the displaced and, while reiterating 

that the UN supports the desirability of returns as 

soon as possible, underscored that returns must be 

genuinely voluntary, and that conditions must be 

right, including security and the restoration of basic 

services.  As part of the 3-day mission, Mr. Holmes 

visited Peshawar, Mardan, Buner and Swabi, where 

he met with government officials and visited IDPs in 

camps and host communities. 

As of 2 August 2009, the revised Pakistan Humanitarian  x
Response Plan (PHRP) has received US$237 million, 

44% of the total requirement to response to the needs 

of displaced persons and the communities hosting 

them. 

Families continue to return to Swat, northern Pakistan, in order to attend to their 
crops. Photo | IRIN
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Central Asia and concrete steps to address them, as 

well as on ways to improve regional cooperation and 

the role of disaster management institutions. During 

the Conference a “road map” was developed, which 

included a number of proposed programmes for the 

coming years. The Conference brought together 

representatives from the Central Asian countries, 

leading experts and representatives from the Economic 

Cooperation Organization (ECO) as well as international 

organizations such as International Commission for 

High Dams (IGOLD), UN Agencies, Academy of Sciences 

international and local NGO’s active in this field.

Kuwait

On 13 July, the United Nations Relief Works Agency  x
(UNRWA) announced the receipt of US$34 million 

from the government of Kuwait in support of refugees 

in Gaza still recovering from the December-January 

military campaign and continued blockade. The Emir 

of Kuwait, His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-

Sabah, had originally announced the pledge during the 

Arab Economic Summit in January. The Commissioner-

General of UNRWA, Ms Karen Abu Zayed, expressed 

the organisation’s gratitude to the Emir, Government 

and people of Kuwait for the donation, and noted that 

emergency relief will need to continue until the blockade 

on Gaza is lifted. 

Yemen

The situation in Yemen remains fragile. In Sa’ada,  x
clashes continue across the governorate (see map 

overleaf) and in early July clashes escalated in 

districts surrounding Malaheet town (Al Dhaher district), 

displacing families to Malaheet. According to an update 

from the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) 

released on 22 July, in “June and July the number of 

IDPs increased by several thousand as the intermittent 

fighting continued”, and the consensus among United 

Nations agencies is that an estimated 100,000 people 

have been severely affected as a result of the Sa’ada 

Central Asia - regional trends 

On 24 July, UNDP organized a meeting to discuss  x
the current status of the “compound crisis” in Central 

Asia, caused by a combination of economic, energy, 

water and food security shocks. The meeting was 

chaired by Kori Udovicki, UNDP Regional Director for 

Europe and CIS, and brought together senior advisors 

from development and humanitarian agencies. The 

aim of the meeting was to agree on a framework 

for action, including a strengthening of linkages 

between development and humanitarian interventions.  

 

The humanitarian impact of the financial crisis on 

Central Asian countries was discussed, and it was 

noted that, with the exception of Uzbekistan and 

Turkmenistan, the region has been badly affected by 

it. Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan in particular saw a sharp 

decline in remittances and a drop in domestic production 

and demand for goods and services. Fuelling food 

insecurity in both countries are continued high prices 

for food products despite a decrease in prices globally. 

In Kyrgyzstan the situation is somewhat mitigated due 

to sizable bilateral and multilateral financial support as 

well as a promising harvest. 

With regard to water and energy supply, the situation  x
has improved compared to last year as a result of heavy 

precipitation, record water-inflow, increased production 

capacity and a drop in hydroelectricity demand. In 

Tajikistan’s Nurak dam, water levels have reached the 

desired levels. However, due to the size of Kyrgyzstan’s 

Toktogul dam, it may take more than one year to bring the 

water-levels up to the required volumes. The significant 

financial support to the country may, however, allow the 

government to purchase electricity from abroad. 

Tajikistan

A Conference on Seismic Risk Reduction was held  x
in Dushanbe on 9 -11 July that aimed at discussing 

current challenges in the seismic risk reduction in 
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conflict. Though access to affected areas has improved, 

it remains limited. For the full report, please visit http://

www.internal-displacement.org 

At a press briefing on 28 July, a UNHCR spokesperson  x
highlighted that the ongoing fighting in Mogadishu and 

central Somalia has pushed around 30,000 Somali 

citizens to risk their lives crossing the Gulf of Aden to 

seek asylum in Yemen in the first six months of 2009 

alone, equal to the total for the whole of 2007.  Southern 

parts of Yemen are marked by increasingly violent 

confrontations between the law enforcement agents 

and the southern separatists, claiming tens of lives 

from both sides. This, combined with the ongoing influx 

of Somali refugees, is putting an additional burden on 

the already fragile economic and social situation. 

Humanitarian agencies are receiving reports of severe  x
drought and water scarcity which are leading to a 

deteriorating agriculture campaign and migration of 

families from rural areas. WFP and FAO travelled with 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation on 3-4 August 

for a preliminary qualitative assessment of the impact of 

the drought. The outcome of this mission will determine 

whether a joint crops assessment will be carried out 
later in the year. 

On 2 August, the Yemen humanitarian country team  x
held a one day workshop in which they reviewed the 

overall conditions in the country, identified priority 

challenges, and agreed to scale up the humanitarian 

response and establish an appropriate coordination 

structure accordingly. It was also agreed that the 

existing development strategy will be reviewed to 

include new medium and long term challenges.
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Syria 

Drought, Iraqi Refugees and H1N1 flu are the most  x
urgent humanitarian issues facing Syria. 

On 13 July, the UN country team and governmental  x
counterparts held a debriefing for embassies and 

other international organizations, during which they 

presented the results of the joint needs assessment on 

the impact of the drought that was dispatched in May 

2009. Syria UNCT and Qatar Red Crescent completed 

the preparation of the Syria Drought Response Plan, 

focusing on food, agricultural inputs/drought resilience, 

supplemented with set of projects in water/sanitation, 

education and health. The Plan aims to meet the urgent 

needs of the affected population and prepare a suitable 

environment for the voluntary return of migrants from the 

affected area, and is currently under inter-agency review.

WFP finalized a joint needs assessment for Iraqi Refugees  x
and organized a subsequent workshop on 8-9 July, in 

which UN agencies, SARC, embassies governmental 

counterparts participated. The aim was to redesign WFP’s 

response to the Iraqi refugee crisis. On the same issue, 

UNHCR organized a debriefing meeting for donors. The 

map below shows the drought trends in 2008.

Source: Earth observatory - NASA
Acquired: April 30, 2008
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/
NaturalHazards/view.php?id=20010

Drought in the Fertile Crescent - April2008

Upcoming Events

19 August:  World Humanitarian Day 

29- 30 September:  CERF Training Workshop, Cairo


