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This report is produced by OCHA Libya. The next report will be issued on or around 31 March . 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 
• The London Conference was held today, while the African Union met last Friday to discuss the 

Libyan crisis.  
• Since the start of hostilities 389,767 people have left Libya.  There are currently 9,330 people 

stranded at borders in Egypt, Tunisia and Chad.  
• The World Food Programme and the Libyan Red Crescent are distributing food to 7,000 internally 

displaced persons in six locations in the south of Benghazi and the north of Ajdabiya.  
• Health actors continue to respond inside Libya, although many have asked to remain anonymous 

due to security concerns.  

 
Situation Overview 

 
At the London Conference on Libya today leaders debated Libya’s political future and measures to address 
humanitarian concerns in the country. Coalition airstrikes persist as hostilities continue, particularly in 
western Libya.  Additional provision of aid continues inside Libya, responding to needs through a gradual 
ramping up by a limited but slowly growing number of organizations. Security concerns continue to hinder 

widespread access by humanitarian 
and international partners. 
 
Over 389, 767 people have left Libya 
since the start of the fighting into 
neighboring countries (See map). 
Meanwhile there are continued reports 
of displacement of populations inside 
Libya.  WFP and the Libyan Red 
Crescent are distributing food to some 
7,000 (IDPs) in six locations in the 
south of Benghazi and the north of 
Ajdabiya.  
 
Yesterday 2,050 people crossed into 
Egypt at Saloum, over half of whom 
are Libyans; around 3,000 people are 
currently stranded at the border 
crossing, most of whom are Chadian.  
In Tunisia about 6,150 people remain 
stranded, the majority are sub-Saharan 
Africans. There are also 1,000 
Bangladeshis in need of evacuation 
assistance.  IOM has already 
repatriated over 20,000 Bangladeshis 
since the start of the crisis.  
  
Concerns related to the supply-chain of 
food in Libya have been expressed by 
WFP. It is unclear as to whether food 
stocks are being replenished and 

unclear as to whether financial means and logistical mechanisms to replenish stocks will continuously be 
available under opposition and/or Qaddafi government rule. It is essential to ensure that the public food 
distribution system continues to be implemented and stocks replenished, otherwise the number of people in 
need of food assistance may increase dramatically.   
 
On Friday 25 March the African Union also held a conference on Libya, wherein Member States discussed 
the impact of the crisis on neighboring countries, with the recent influx of nationals and or displaced 
populations who have fled Libya in recent weeks.   
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III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

EMERGENCY SHELTER/MIGRATION/POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
Libya: According to the International Medical Corps (IMC), an estimated 60-70 per cent of residents who fled 
Ajdabiya City during last week’s fighting, has returned back. To assist these people, a community distribution 
center has been set up to supply them with water, food and hygiene products, primarily provided by residents 
of the surrounding cities and IMC.  

 
Tunisia: IOM and UNHCR (United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees) estimate 
that as of 28 March, there were around 6,150 
persons stranded at the camps in the vicinity 
of the Libyan-Tunisian border, a decline of 
over one-third in comparison to two days ago.  
 
The majority of those stranded at the camps 
continue to be Sub-Saharan Africans, 
following the evacuation of over 20,000 
Bangladeshis, who previously formed the 
majority of the camps’ residents. IOM reports, 
however, that around 1,000 Bangladeshis 
now present at the Choucha camp are in 
need of evacuation assistance.  

 
Egypt: 
The number of people crossing the Libyan-Egyptian border remains largely unchanged. Over 2,050 people 
crossed the Libyan-Egyptian border into Egypt on 28 March, around 56 percent of whom were Libyans.  
 
IOM estimates that on 28 March, 3,000 people are stranded at the border. The number of women and 
children stranded has remained stable. On 28 March, over 420 women and children were present at the 
border. Almost two-thirds of the children were under five.  
 
Libyan borders with other countries (Niger, Chad and Algeria) 
A new pattern was observed at the Libyan/Algerian. Now, more Libyans and Sub-Saharan Africans are 
crossing the border while more Egyptian and Asian nationals crossed in the beginning of the crisis. The 
number of those crossing this border into Algeria has recently declined; on average 150 people are now 
crossing daily down from 400 people who crossed per day in previous weeks.  
 
Response 
Libya: 
Between 26 and 28 March, nearly 830 African migrants arrived, including 80 women and 12 children, to the 
Italian Island of Linosa from Tripoli and Misrata in Libya. These migrants come mainly from Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Sudan and Somalia. They are now being transferred into Sicily. This is the first group of migrants fleeing 
Libya to arrive to Italy since the start of the crisis.  
  
Tunisia: 
On 27 March, IOM repatriated around 2,445 migrants stranded at camps on the Tunisian side of the Libyan-
Tunisian border, mainly including (1,082) Sudanese, (301) Bangladeshis and (178) Ghanaians. The migrants 
will be distributed in the camps according to nationality, with two different areas allocated for families and for 
single males. This will reduce conflicts between different groups and will improve security and safety 
conditions. As of 28 March, 6,150 people remain stranded at the Libyan/Tunisian border. 

Egypt 
The process of evacuating over 2,000 Chadians, some of whom do not carry travel documents, is ongoing. 
The Chadian Embassy is trying to organise travel documents for these nationals. As of 28 March, 3,000 
people remain stranded at the border. 
 
Libyan borders with other countries:  
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As of 27 March, 148 Sub-Saharan Africans, mainly Senegalese, have been repatriated from Niamey to their 
countries of origin. Over 17,600 people crossed the Libyan/Nigerian border since the beginning of the crisis. 
As of 28 March, around 180 people are stranded at the Libyan/Nigerian border. 
 
Gaps & Constraints:  
Overall, around 9,330 people remain stranded at the Libyan borders. Evacuation of these people continues 
to be challenge, partly due to financial constraints. In a joint press IOM and UNHCR statement issued on 28 
March, it was stated that IOM will from now on assume full responsibility for the humanitarian evacuation 
operation, and UNHCR will support IOM should a new massive flow of people takes place in the coming 
weeks. 
 

 FOOD SECURITY 
Food continues to be distributed to those stranded at transit points in border areas surrounding Libya, while 
WFP steps up activities inside the country. Responding to needs of internally displaced people (IDPs) in 
Libya, WFP and the Libyan Red Crescent are distributing food to some 7,000 internally displaced persons in 
six locations in the south of Benghazi and the north of Ajdabiya. WFP continues to provide logistics and 
telecommunications services to other organisations and to preposition food stocks in Libya and the 
surrounding countries for its emergency response with more than 11,400 MT of food already mobilized.  
 
The World Food Programme (WFP) continues to express concern about the future of the public food 
distribution system in Libya, in particular with respect to the supply chain.   According to available 
information, which is mainly from the east of the country, food is being consumed without being adequately 
replenished. It is not clear if the financial mechanisms needed to replenish and pay for stocks, other public 
goods and services are still in place.  
 
Gaps & Constraints:  
The longer the duration of the crisis, the less food is likely to be available to the general population, as well 
as vulnerable groups, and the number of those in need of food assistance could increase dramatically. It is 
fundamental that the public food distribution system continues to be implemented and the stocks 
replenished. The humanitarian community is committed to supporting the authorities in ensuring the 
maintenance of this system. WFP and humanitarian partners continue to monitor the situation.  
 

HEALTH 
Health actors continue to respond inside Libya, although many have asked to remain anonymous due to 
security concerns IMC sent the first delivery of medical supplies into Western Libya this week while the 
World Health Organization (WHO) continues its activities to evacuate wounded people from Libya. The 
organization has assigned focal points at Saloum in Egypt, and in eastern cities including Benghazi, Tobruk, 
Al Beida and Mesa’ad to coordinate medical evacuations to Tobruk and Egypt. WHO, WFP and UNICEF are 
in the process of mobilizing a shipment of medical supplies to Misrata. As of 28 March, 43 post-operative 
cases have been transferred to Tobruk and Egypt for medical treatment. 

WHO continues conducting First Aid and Mass Casualty training in Tobruk. Some 150 medical staff from key 
hospitals in Eastern Libya have registered for upcoming training sessions. Arrangement for training medical 
students on Basic Life Support, First Aid and Mass Casualty Management in Benghazi is underway. WHO 
has complied a comprehensive list of medical supply needs in Tobruk and Benghazi. The list is ready to be 
shared with health partners.  
 
In Ajdabiya, IMC continues support of the hospital and other health facilities. The organization is delivering a 
shipment hygiene supplies to the hospital, which is slowly resuming functions after regaining electricity. 
Hospital capacity remains limited, though a number of 'delayed' injuries were seen in the past two days. 
Casualties reported not coming sooner in fear of snipers. IMC reports that many of those who had previously 
left the city during the more intense fighting have returned.  
 
IMC has conducted rapid hospital assessments beyond Ajdabiya to Ras Lanuf (260 km west). There they 
found the hospital in tact with water and electricity, as well as doctors, med students and 
paramedics responding to health needs, in particular 6 battle injuries arriving from Sirte. IMC reported that 
lack of communication continues to hinder hospitals functioning.   
 
Provision of psychosocial support continues for people stranded at the Libyan borders with Tunisia and 
Egypt. On the Tunisian side, IOM is collaborating with the Moroccan field hospital for referring mental health 
cases to the hospital. UNICEF continues providing psychosocial support to children and women in the family 
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area at the Saloum border. Also, the Egyptian Ministry of Health, with support from WHO, IOM and IMC, 
continues to run an emergency health clinic to monitor health and provide medical services at the Saloum 
border.  
 
A meeting for health partners working on the crisis in Libya is scheduled for Thursday 31 March at 1PM 
(13h00) at the WHO/EMRO premises in Nasr City at the SHOC room in the 6th floor. 
 
Gaps & Constraints 
While humanitarian organizations continue to provide medical assistance to health facilities inside Libya, 
primarily the eastern part of the country, there are still critical shortages of medical staff and drugs in 
hospitals in Libya. Health actors continue to respond inside Libya, although many have asked to remain 
anonymous due to security concerns. 
 
PROTECTION 
Protection of civilians remains a key issue, as does respect for human rights inside Libya. At the London 
Conference today United Nations Secretary General Ban-Ki Moon reiterated his call on Col. Qaddafi’s forces 
to stop violence against civilians. Also today Amnesty International (AI) called for an end to the "campaign of 
disappearances" against the opposition, wherein Qaddafi forces have imprisoned or abducted a number of 
opposition supporters or figures. AI and other human rights advocates have also called for justice for victims 
of gender-based violence (GBV).  
 
In addition to appeals, practical activities supporting the protection of vulnerable people are ongoing. At 
border areas UNICEF leads child protection, working with partners to support psychosocial support, 
children's activities and establishment of child-friendly spaces.   UNHCR continues to monitor protection 
issues at transit points.  
 
WATER AND SANITATION (WASH) 
Waste management, sanitation and provision of potable water at transit points remain key functions of the 
WASH in the response to the Libya crisis. Inside Libya, the needs are largely unknown for this sector, though 
IMC continues to provide potable water to hospitals in Libya.  
 
UNICEF remains the key implementing agency for WASH at the border areas of Tunisia and Egypt. In 
Tunisia at the Libyan border, septic tanks are regularly emptied and sanitation facilities maintained by 
UNICEF in Ras Ejdir and Choucha.  
 
Along the border with Egypt, local authorities are working with humanitarian partners to provide water and 
sanitation services to approximately 3,000 people stranded there. UNICEF currently provides 78,000 litres of 
water daily, maintaining 80 toilets and funding a local cleaning company there.  
 
Gaps & Constraints 
Solid waste management remains a problem in Ben Guerdane municipality in Tunisia, where UNICEF and 
the Tunisian military are working to find a solution. Secours Islamique-France is also present in the camp, 
working on water management and hygiene.  
 
LOGISTICS  
WFP, as the lead organisation for logistics, is continuing to offer transport and storage services for the 
humanitarian community in Libya. Should additional logistical capacity be necessary to respond to increased 
response to humanitarian needs in and around Libya, WFP is compiling standard operating procedures for 
partners to follow when requesting WFP logistics services for Libya. They will be distributed in the coming 
days.  WFP is holding a logistics cluster meeting at 6PM (18h00) at the 3rd floor, Sofitel Maadi Hotel.  
 
WFP has circulated to humanitarian organisations updated lists of transporters in Libya and a suppliers list 
for Egypt and Tunisia. These resources are available at http://www.logcluster.org/ops/northafrica. WFP has 
completed an assessment of warehouse capacity in Marsa Matruh and Saloum and will share findings with 
the humanitarian community. 
  

IV. Coordination 
The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) met yesterday and will continue to meet on Mondays at 3PM 
(15h00). NGOs wishing to be part of the HCT have been asked to confer amongst one another to determine 
which organizations are ought to participate in the HCT.   
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IOM and UNHCR have merged operations as they both work to respond to needs of displaced populations 
following the Libya crisis. IOM will continue coordinating the provision of assistance to third country nationals 
by collecting data and conducting humanitarian evacuations while UNHCR will continue to provide overall 
coordination, contingency plan development for outflows from Libya, and protection and assistance. Both 
organizations will be cooperating closely as they work to address the immediate needs of those leaving Libya 
as measures are taken to prepare for a response inside the country.  
 
A joint meeting with donor countries, OCHA and UN agencies was held this week in Cairo in an effort to 
improve coordination and to address issues pertaining to food distribution, protection and shelter. OCHA 
Libya continues to ramp up coordination capacity with additional substantive staff and the development of 
several contingency plans.  
 

V. Funding 
The Flash Appeal revision will take place this week. The objective is to ensure that there continues to be an 
updated document reflecting the most urgent operational changes so that donors have an updated document 
to which they can respond.   
 
According to the Financial Tracking Service, the US$160.3 million Regional Flash Appeal for the Libyan 
Crisis is 67 per cent funded as of 29 March, with US$107.9 funded and US$ 424,581 in pledges.  
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform the Financial 
Tracking Service of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@reliefweb.int.  
 

VI. Contact 
 

 
 
 
 

OCHA Libya 
Regional Office for the Middle East, North Africa, and Central Asia (ROMENACA) Villa 10, Road 83, Maadi, 
P.O.Box: 1182, Cairo- Egypt  
 
Head of OCHA Libya (a.i.), Ivo Freijsen 
Email: freijsen@un.org 
Tel: +20 (0)1511441923 
 
Public Information Officer, Juliette Touma 
Email: toumaj@un.org  Tel: + 20(0) 1511445657 
 
Reports Team:  
Mai Yassin 
Email: Yassinm@un.org   Tel: +20(0)1511442369 
Jessica DuPlessis 
Email: duplessisj@un.org, Tel: +20(0)1511445885 
 
New York:  
Ms. Stephanie Bunker 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 
E-mail: bunker@un.org  
 
Geneva: 
Ms. Elisabeth Byrs 
Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
OCHA Geneva 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653 
byrs@un.org 
 
For more information on the response to the Libyan crisis, please visit: 
http://northafrica.humanitarianresponse.info/ 
 
 


