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UNMIK Spokesperson Sven Lindholm 
KPS Spokesperson Veton Elshani 
KFOR Deputy Spokesperson Maj. Herve Cozette 
OSCE Spokesperson Elli Flen 
EU Pillar Spokesperson Mechthild Henneke 
 
UNMIK Spokesperson Sven Lindholm 
 
Good morning ladies and gentlemen, the SRSG Joachim Ruecker will be arriving back to 
Kosovo this afternoon. There will be a press point at the airport at 3:45 
 
The SRSG has signed an amendment to regulation 2001/9 which will discontinue the 
functions of the 3 international members of the Senior Public Appointments Committee 
as of June 30.  
 
KPS Spokesperson Veton Elshani 
 
Greetings from KPS, we do not have anything special to say today.  
 
KFOR Deputy Spokesperson Maj. Herve Cozette 
 
Good everyone, no announcements today.   
 
OSCE Spokesperson Elli Flen 
 
Good morning everyone, today I would like to present an OSCE report on the 
establishment of Municipal Executive Structures after the 2007 elections. As you know, 
with the new applicable legislation, Kosovo municipalities have now elected mayors and 
a politically appointed board of directors. This report assesses how these new structures 
have been established and what are their challenges in the future. I have brought copies of 
the report with me, it’s available in three languages and there is a press release, too. 
Please grab copies outside. I am sure you will find some interesting information on the 
situation in different municipalities in the report. I would also like to note that the 



Council of Europe Election Observation Mission in Kosovo has published their final 
report over the 2007 elections. Thank you! 
 
EU Pillar Spokesperson Mechthild Henneke 
 
I have no announcement.  
 
UNMIK Spokesperson Sven Lindholm 
Any questions?  
 
RTK: Please correct me if I am wrong, but as far as I know, every humanitarian aid that 
comes into the country, it is a must in the documents to be written the country of 
destination, which is Kosovo/UNMIK, as far as I know. This is something that was 
missing yesterday on the documents of the Russian humanitarian aid that entered the 
country. Can you explain about why it was missing or whether it is a must or not to have 
the country of destination? Thank you.  
 
Mechthild: This is a very detailed question. I have to get back to Customs to ask what 
was put in the documents, and then get back to you.  
 
RTK: But is it a must to have the country of destination? 
 
Mechthild: I have to consult Customs; I am not an expert in all technical questions 
referring imports.  
 
RFE: A question for Mr. Elshani and the KFOR representative: Mr. Elshani, do you have 
any concerns in relation to the holding of Serbian Parliamentarian and Local Elections to 
be held in Kosovo and what are the plans of authorities, perhaps to increase security 
measures or something similar during this period? 
 
Veton: I wouldn’t call it a concern, however whatever event is to be organized in 
Kosovo, it makes us aware to be more careful, not to have any problems of course. But I 
wouldn’t call it a concern. So far we did not provide any security for elections, however 
if these elections are to be held , we will undertake measures not to have any disorders as 
if with any other day which may be considered to some extent normal.  
 
Maj. Cozette: As far as KFOR is concerned, there are no specific planes for elections, 
we are still ready to react and act for ensuring security throughout Kosovo, at any time.  
 
RTK: Question for Sven: at what stage are the discussions between UNMIK Office in 
Belgrade and Serbian authorities for the issues that UNMIK is being challenged here in 
Kosovo, and also regarding to the letter that Zëri has published before, of Mr. Guehenno, 
that he already initiated the talks between Serbia and UNMIK.  
 
Sven: Well first of all, let me clarify one point: this is not the UNMIK Office in 
Belgrade. The UN Office in Belgrade is independent of UNMIK politically, they report 



directly to UN Headquarters in New York on political matters. However, all matters 
related to UNMIK’s mandate are made in consultation with the SRSG here. Now as to 
your question, as far as I am aware no meetings have begun, I have not heard anything 
more, and of course as I said before, whatever these talks will be, they will be of 
technical nature. But when meetings do happen, we of course keep everyone apprised of 
the situation.  
 
BBC: On this regard Sven, are the discussions between UNMIK and Serbian 
Government or between UN Office in Belgrade and Serbian Government? And are you 
bypassing the Government of Kosovo in these discussions? Thank you.  
 
Sven: The UN Office in Belgrade has been asked by UNHQ to explore with the 
Government of Serbia on how to deal with the continued undermining of UNMIK’s 
mandate. Now, UNMIK as a mission itself will not be directly involved in these talks and 
as I said this is not undermining or bypassing anything. As soon as we hear information 
about the talks, we will make sure that the Government of Kosovo is informed on the 
situation, on what happens.  
 
Zëri: Sven, have you been informed about these developments, these negotiations 
between UN Office in Belgrade and DPKO?  
 
Sven: We have been informed that the UN Office in Belgrade has been asked by 
Headquarters to explore.  
 
BBC: Sven, why does UN have to talk with Serbia after Kosovo’s declaration of 
independence? 
 
Sven: The SRSG has said many times that dialogue is very important. There are still 
many issues of concern, both in Kosovo here and of course with the Government up in 
Serbia. So the UN Office in Belgrade of course, they do have normal conversations with 
authorities in Belgrade and in this case of course any time that is going to be something 
related to UNMIK, this will be done in consultation with  the SRSG.  
 
Blic: Sven, until a few days ago the SRSG swore that UNMIK has come to an end and 
that it is going to transfer its authorities to EULEX. Yesterday after the Security Council 
session, there was no recommendation or conclusion, the SRSG said that UNMIK stays 
in Kosovo, the UN Mission stays in the same composition. What has all of a sudden 
changed that Mr. Ruecker from favoring departure of UNMIK, is in favor of UNMIK’s 
staying, and until when is UNMIK to stay in Kosovo?  
  
Sven: UNMIK will stay as it is until the Security Council decides otherwise. What we do 
realize of course is that with the political situation on the ground that UNMIK itself has 
to react, so of course we will reconfigure the mission as the situation itself changes.  
 



Blic: In relation to that, what is your stance following the Security Council session 
concerning the elections to be held on 11 May since there is no conclusion related to that 
from the SC.  
 
Sven: Our stance on elections has not changed, but if you want to ask Mr. Ruecker 
directly, I would say please go out to the airport this afternoon and ask him.  
 
AP: Sven, why, can you just expand on this undermining of UNMIK, why isn’t UNMIK 
capable of giving an end to this undermining of the UN mission here? Does the UN in 
New York feel that Belgrade has to do, can you explain what do they have to do directly 
with this whole undermining of the UN mission here?    
 
Sven: First of all, our Office in Belgrade is in Belgrade, while we are here of course in 
Kosovo, and in some sense it is easier for the Office up there to have the discussions, but 
this is of course a request that has come from New York, for the Belgrade Office to be 
involved. 
 
AP: You just said that your Office in Belgrade is not yours it is a UN HQ Office, it is not 
an UNMIK Office.  
 
Sven: No, our as a UN Office not as UNMIK Office.  
 
AP: So can you explain why does New York have to go to Belgrade for something that 
UN here should be able to do? 
 
Sven: Well many of the challenges to our mandate of course are coming directly from 
Belgrade and it is more easy for talks and discussions to happen in Belgrade than here 
and the UN Office in Belgrade will possibly be able to better have these discussions, but 
of course this is as I say this is a request coming from New York.  
 
RTK: Once again referring to the letter: we have seen that UN in New York has asked 
UN in Belgrade to reach an agreement in three weeks with the Serbian Government, what 
are the red lines that cannot be crossed, I mean cannot be passed if the agreement can be 
reached? And secondly, you are saying that UN Office in Belgrade is not UNMIK Office, 
but why in New York they always say that for this issue you have to refer to UNMIK in 
Kosovo, in Pristina? Thank you.  
 
Sven: First of all I’m not going to comment on the letter because this of course came 
directly from the head of DPKO. Please ask New York about this issue itself. Sorry can 
you repeat your second question? 
 
RTK: You are saying that UN office in Belgrade is UN office and not UNMIK but in 
New York they are saying that you have to ask UNMIK in Kosovo because they know 
everything about that, I mean they are related and you have common things to do 
together. 
 



Sven: Of course, as I said earlier there is a relation, although the Belgrade office reports 
directly to New York. Anything they do related to UNMIK’s mandate they do in 
coordination with the SRSG and the mission down here. 
 
Blic: Sven, the time of 120 days for the transition of authority has passed. How much 
should we expected that UNMIK will remain in the Serb populated areas in the north and 
that EULEX and UNMIK in the Albanian populated areas, does in such a manner 
UNMIK lead something what could be concerned the division of Kosovo on Serbian 
populated and Albanian populated parts?  
 
Sven: The word we use here at UNMIK is reconfiguration and not transition. Now the 
UN has always cooperated with EU and its representatives in a context of planning in 
other ways and we will continue to that. Of course for now 1244 is still in force and 
UNMIK is still here. We will jus have to wait and see what happens. 
 
Kosova Sot: Sven could you please explain the difference between transition and 
reconfiguration and you said that there are many challenges that they are coming from 
Belgrade for UNMIK mission, is there any challenge that is coming from the 
Government of Republic of Kosova? 
 
Sven: Well I can only speak about the reconfiguration. This is something that the mission 
has done constantly from the start since we have been here until probably the day we 
leave, whenever that is. It is simply involving our work and tasks according to the 
situation itself on the ground. And the second question was about challenges coming 
from here? No, none specifically that I can think of. The Government of Kosovo is doing 
its tasks and of course and much of the work has been done in coordination or 
cooperation with UNMIK. 
 
RTK: Sven, did you get the report from Council of Europe according the elections held 
in November in Kosova? The report came from observation team of the Council of 
Europe. And another question for Ms. Henneke according yesterday’s humanitarian aid 
that entered. Are you aware that UNMIK Customs found two expired dates on those 
foods there? One was two years since the day it was produced and the other one was five 
years, the day of the production was 2005. Are you aware of this and if yes are you 
dealing with this issue? Because other humanitarian aid are planning to come tomorrow 
as far as I know. 
 
Sven: I personally haven’t read it but I hope Elli will give me this copy so that I can read 
it myself. 
 
Elli: The report was made by Council of Europe so you need to go to them to get it. I 
mean they have issued it so it’s a report basically on our work so it’s not our report. So 
Council of Europe is the correct address to find the report.  
 
RTK: They are not giving to the media yet. 
 



Elli: Are you sure? It should be on their web page. 
 
RTK: I was last week in Strasbourg and I asked for that report and they said that they did 
send it to UNMIK as well. I mean the Deputy of Giovanni De Stasi which was the head 
of observation team said that they did send the report in Kosovo and they have it, so if I 
want something from the report I should ask the people in Kosovo. 
 
Elli: And now I’m a bit upset with them because it’s their report and they should provide 
you with it. I have received one I think in the beginning of this week so maybe it was not 
ready yet when you were there. I don’t know but if you can’t find it I will help you with a 
copy of course. But Council of Europe, start with their web page it should be there. 
 
Sven: If Council of Europe says that is their report, please go to the Council of Europe, 
this is not an UNMIK or OSCE report or whatsoever. 
 
Mechthild: Regarding the expiry date you should go to the Food Inspectors. They are 
independent from Customs it’s a Government agency that checks validity of food so it’s 
nothing to do with Customs. 
 
Blic: What I’m going to say has nothing to do with transfer of authority. For Ms. 
Henneke a concrete question if you have an answer its good if not you can give us an 
answer within seven days. What are the debts of Kosovo towards World Bank and 
towards countries abroad? Have you during the past nine years established the 
International debts of Kosovo? 
 
Mechthild: This is for me not understandable. What debts towards World Bank? Kosovo 
is not a borrower from World Bank. It has received a several grants, it has borrowed no 
money from World Bank. Are you referring the debts towards ex-Yugoslavia or Serbia? 
Then that’s nothing I deal with. 
 
Blic: The officials from Belgrade say that the total International debt of Serbia based on 
Kosovo is one billion and eight hundred million euros annually, one hundred million 
euros of debt are being paid. Do you have an overview of the debt of the Kosovo 
Economy towards the international countries or not? 
  
Mechthild: I have to say that I’m a bit too small for such a discussion. I know that this 
was part of Ahtisaari discussions that were conducted some time ago as you remember 
and Pillar IV is not dealing at all with International debts of Kosovo. 
 
AP: Question for KFOR. Have any ICO or EULEX officials been in contact with KFOR, 
requested from KFOR to provide security for either the buildings or their staff in northern 
Kosovo, specifically in northern Mitrovica? 
 
Maj. Cozette: Not as far as I know for the time being there was no official request. 
 
AP:  No request. And if such a request comes will KFOR provide security? 



 
Maj. Cozette: We have to look into it. 
 
AP: You will need a list of buildings? Would you require a list of buildings or the sight 
of where the mission would be? 
 
Maj. Cozette: We have to discuss for the time being we are in the same mission. 
 
Elli: Remember to grab a report when you go out. 
 
Sven: Thank you and have a nice day! 
 


