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UNMIK Spokesperson Alexander Ivanko: 
 
This morning the SRSG promulgated three regulations on elections: 
 
- REGULATION NO.  2007/25 
AMENDING UNMIK REGULATION NO. 2004/9 ON THE CENTRAL ELECTION 
COMMISSION  
 
- REGULATION NO.  2007/26 
AMENDING UNMIK REGULATION NO. 2004/12 ON ELECTIONS FOR THE 
ASSEMBLY OF KOSOVO  
 
- REGULATION NO. 2007/27  
ON MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN KOSOVO 
 
As you know, the SRSG Joachim Ruecker has said publicly that he will announce the date of the 
elections no later than early September. The SRSG will be meeting the Unity Team on Friday 
afternoon, and I expect that after that he will announce the date of elections. 
 
Today, Sven will brief you in detail on what the promulgated regulations actually mean for the 
citizens of Kosovo.  
 
*   *   * 
 
UNMIK would like to commend the outstanding work done by the Kosovo Protection Corps that 
has been kept busy fulfilling its primary role as a Government Crisis Response Agency over the 
past two months. 
 



In August KPC conducted some 106 interventions mainly in tackling wild fires across Kosovo.  
Every Protection Zone and every major unit of KPC was deployed in support of municipalities, 
other emergency services and cross border agencies in Albania and FYR of Macedonia.  447 
members of KPC and 61 vehicles were deployed this month. 
 
KPC has established an excellent relationship with the Government Situation Centre.  Operating 
procedures are now in place between the Situation Centre and the KPC Operations Room.  Three 
KPC Liaison Officers are embedded 24/7 in the Government Situation Centre. Of course, KFOR 
was also their to help when needed.  
 
This Monday, Gen Selimi offered KPC support to fight the wild fires in Greece. 
 
KPS Spokesperson Captain Veton Elshani: 
 
We don’t have any announcement for today. 
 
KFOR Chief PIO Col. Michael Knop 
 
I am leaving Kosovo on Friday and I had an interesting six months with you, colleagues 
from the media, it was interesting for me to work with you and we had a lot of occasions 
to do so, thank you very much for your cooperation and for your help to understand what 
is going on in the media environment in Kosovo and I wish you all the best for the future 
and due to this I would like to introduce my successor, it is Captain Bertrand Bruno who 
will take over on Friday and off course I will thank all my colleagues from the 
international community and from KPS and I wish you all the best for a good future and I 
simply say goodbye. 
   
OSCE Spokesperson Sven Lindholm: 
 
Election Regulations 
  
The UNMIK Regulations governing the next Elections in Kosovo have now been signed 
by the SRSG. These Regulations – on the Central Election Commission, on elections for 
the Assembly of Kosovo  and on Municipal Elections in Kosovo – take into account both 
the provisions in the Comprehensive Proposal for Status Settlement and the 
recommendations of the Transitional Working Group on Elections. 
  
First, the Central Election Commission. A new CEC will be formed made of twelve 
(12) members: a Chairperson - Deputy SRSG for Institution Building (Head of OSCE 
Mission); a Deputy Chairperson - nominated by the President of Kosovo from among 
judges of the Supreme or District Courts of Kosovo; six (6) members nominated by the 
six (6) largest political entities in the Assembly of Kosovo; one (1) member nominated 
by consensus by the political entities representing the Kosovo Serb Community; and 
three (3) members nominated by the political entities representing Other Communities. 
A new CEC will be formed in the coming weeks. 
  



Second, the Assembly of Kosovo. What remains the same – Kosovo is a single, multi-
member electoral district (same ballot used throughout Kosovo). One hundred (100) 
seats are directly elected. Twenty (20) seats are reserved for political entities 
representing smaller communities. It is still a proportional representation electoral 
system but what is new is the open list. People will now be able to cast their votes for 
political entities and up to ten (10) candidates on a single Political Entity’s candidate list. 
Also a 5% threshold for political entities representing Kosovo Albanian Community will 
be applied – in other words, a political entity must receive at least 5% of the Kosovo-
wide vote to have representation in the Assembly. The threshold does not apply for set 
aside seats or for political entities representing non-Albanian Communities.  
  
In counting votes, a political entity receives one vote which will count towards seat 
allocation, regardless of the number of candidates marked on the ballot. However, 
candidate lists will be reordered according to the votes received by each candidate. This 
gives the voter more of an opportunity to express their opinion to political entities in the 
ballot box. Seats will be allocated based on the proportion of votes received by a 
political entity. 
  
Third, there will be two levels of Municipal Elections: Municipal Assembly and Mayor. 
Each Municipality is a single, multi-member electoral district. Elections conducted in the 
30 existing municipalities in Kosovo. The electoral system is same as for Kosovo 
Assembly (Proportional representation, open lists, voter may vote for up to ten (10) 
candidates from the same political entity candidate list). No threshold will apply for 
Municipal Elections. Seats will be allocated proportionally to the vote.  
  
Mayoral Elections will be direct elections, using a two-round system – if no candidate 
receives more than 50% of the vote, a run-off will happen. In both cases, candidates 
must be eligible voters in the municipality where they run. The first term of office for 
members of MA and for Mayors is two (2) years. Thereafter the term is four (4) years. 
  
Voter eligibility - Voter eligibility criteria remains the same as in previous elections for 
in-Kosovo voting. Voters residing out of Kosovo do not have to “apply” for a ballot to 
vote if they successfully demonstrated to the CEC that they were eligible to vote in 
previous elections.  
  
The Ballot [mock ballots were displayed] 
There will be one ballot for the Assembly of Kosovo and 30 ballots (one for each 
municipality) for Municipal Assembly elections. Each ballot will list the certified 
political entities for that election. Voters will choose, or tick, the political entity of their 
choice. Voters can then choose up to ten (10) individual candidates from that political 
entity list. Each voter will receive a booklet at the polling station listing all candidates by 
political entity. Once a voter has chosen a political entity, they can then look at the 
booklet for who they would like to give individual votes and then tick that number on the 
ballot. 
  



There will be 30 mayoral ballots, one for each municipality. Each candidate running will 
be listed and the voter simply ticks the desired candidate. 
  
Every effort will be made to ensure that voters are informed of this important change in 
voting – the open list – and how to use the ballot. 
 
EU Pillar Spokesperson Mechtild Henneke: 
 
I have nothing to add.  
 
 
Questions: 
 
Question to Sven: Minor political entities have complained regarding the threshold. Will 
OSCE and UNMIK take them into consideration?  
 
Sven: The questions are a little confused. But the first question, the threshold only 
applies in the Assembly for Kosovo elections and to Kosovo Albanian entities. This was 
agreed on in the Transition Working Group on Elections. It does not apply to other 
entities representing other communities. And I wasn't sure about the second question, if 
you can ask again.  
 
Follow up: Should political entities be voted for and can it be on a separate basis or can 
individuals come from other political entities as well?  
 
Sven: The vote will go for one political entity and for the candidates for within that 
political entity in the list, and as you can see on the ballot, an individual can vote for an 
entity, one political entity and whenever numbers are checked here, it only applies for 
candidates which are from this entity. So, it can not be from two different entities.  
 
Stojan Jovanovic, BETA: I have two questions, one for Mr. Sven and one for Mr. 
Elshani, we didn't know whether he can tell us something, and for Mr. Sven, in the 
Central Electoral Commission, how many places have been reserved for Serbs in this 
part which nominates the parties, is this prearranged or it will depend on the number of 
parties who will apply to participate in the Elections?  
 
Veton: Between 17th and 18th of this month we had some people who had looted the bell 
in the Church in Bardhosh/Devet Jogovic village. On 24th of this month of August a 
suspect, or three persons were brought in, they are minors, born 1999, 1992, and on 25th 
of August some other people who are members of this group brought this bell to a man in 
Bertnica and left it there. Police was informed about it, so this bell is already given back 
to the church and three persons will be present today in Court. This has been done 
because of personal interests, for material profit.  
 
Sven: The Regulation states, there are six Commissioners, who will be appointed by the 
six largest political entities at the Assembly, one which is appointed coming from a 



consensus of the political entities representing Kosovo Serbs, and than three representing 
the other communities. So, at least one, yes.  
 
Question from Kosova Sot newspaper: I would like to ask a question in regarding the 
economy, question goes to UNMIK and Police, for six months mobile operator has been 
nominated and what are the latest developments in this regard and another question for 
UNMIK, since UNMIK had two members in the tender prcoessw, what is the current 
situation in this regard? 
 
Mechthild: The process of electing the second mobile regulator was headed by the 
Telephone Regulatory Authority TRA/ART and you should (not readable) where they 
stand with a second operator.  
 
Follow up: You had two international members in this Committee. 
 
Mechthild: (not readable) whether Commissioners are being informed about what is 
going on but I am not being informed so far with a latest update, but why don’t you go to 
TRA and ask them first? 
 
Veton (follows up): We conduct investigations in reference to charges filed against 
different suspects, and such charges we receive from Prosecutors. Regarding such 
investigations into the mobile operator, we can’t confirm anything.  
 
Radio Blue Sky: Question for Sven, you have clarified how the procedures for voting, 
however, do you intend to start an information campaign to inform voters how can they 
use their votes and ballots since ordinary people might have difficulties in understanding 
such procedures which seem quite complicated to them since majority of them are not 
probably educated, so is it you intention to start such campaigns to inform people? 
 
Sven: Every effort will be made to ensure that voters are informed how to use the new 
ballots. Voter education information will be done through the CEC and they are ready 
and will be prepared to do it, now either themselves directly or with other staff and off 
course we'll de what we can ourselves.  
 
Durim Hasaj from KTV: Question for you Veton, what about the investigation into seven 
prisoners from Dubrava prison who escaped since in the interview given in Express, one 
of them stated that they are still within Kosovo territory, so what are the latest 
investigations in regard to this issue? 
 
Veton: Apart from what you know, we don’t have any news in regard to this, we are 
working 24 hours per day in order to return back those prisoners, however, nothing new 
in regard to such investigations apart from what I have stated earlier, what we have is 
very good cooperation with Regional Police, we are receiving information form citizens 
which could be initially verified since we have good cooperation with citizens.   
 



Question to Sven: Sven, if you could provide us just one more explanation, can voters 
vote only for the candidate, not for the political entity? And what about independent 
candidates, does the threshold apply for them?  
 
Sven: Of course a person can vote for individual candidates but the vote will still go for 
that party because this is how it works with proportional representation, as for 
independent candidates,  yes they will be there if they are certified, it will be on one of 
the many ballots.  
 
Journalist: I am interested to know, what percentage will be needed for independent 
candidates to gain access to the Kosovo Assembly, to win a seat there?  
 
Hugh Fulton (OSCE Elections Unit): For the Kosovo Assembly, there is a 5% threshold, 
if he or she is not applying for the Kosovo Assembly, for example for Major or 
Municipal Assembly, there is no threshold, and again Sven commented on the threshold 
if you are going for a regular seat, or set aside seats. Thank you.  
 
Sven: Hold on, please wait, before you ask more questions about independent 
candidates, why we don't wait and see if there any independent candidates who are going 
to apply for certification for the Central Elections, OK?  
 
Kosova Live Agency: Question for Mr. Ivanko., the Former President of the Central 
Banking Authority one week ago accused UNMIK and some Government members that 
they are preparing a military coup against the Central Bank Authority, what are the 
reasons that UNMIK for almost one year hasn’t appointed the Head of this Board yet? 
 
Mechthild: Can you repeat the last part of your question? 
 
Kosova Live: What are the reasons that UNMIK for almost one year hasn’t appointed the 
Head of this Board and they are mentioned some political reasons why the decision 
wasn’t made for the Head of the Central Banking Authority.  
 
Mechthild: Referred to Ajri Begu not being renewed and why does he make these 
allegation of a political background, is that correct? 
 
Kosova Live: The purpose of my question is that why UNMIK so far for almost a year, 
since Ajri Begu mandate expired, why UNMIK has failed to nominate, to find a 
replacement for him or to re-nominate a new candidate instead of Ajri Begu as Head of 
this Board since there is a gap there, and in the meantime he has accused UNMIK and 
Government allegedly of the (not readable) within that Institution? 
 
Mechthild: I see what you are aiming at but I think the Government, the PISG and the 
SRSG are working together to solve this issue, to have a President for the CBAK but so 
far you are right, there is nobody who is going to be nominated tomorrow, they are still 
sorting this out. But they are determined to do it fast.  


