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(A) Highlights

(a) Recent fighting in DR Congo reportedly caused the displacement of thousands of
people and affected humanitarian operations.

(b) A nutritional survey carried out in areas of Ethiopia identified further deterioration in
food security and in health and nutrition indicators, showing worrying levels of
malnutrition among children under five.

(c) Some 24,700 malnourished children under five in Niger's Zinder and Maradi regions are
in need of urgent medical and nutritional assistance.

(d) WFP provided food to 2,000 newly arrived Rwandan asylum seekers in Burundi.
(e) WFP has expanded its emergency operation in Eritrea to cover 840,000 people, due to

rain shortfalls for the fifth consecutive year, causing crop failure and dry pastures.
(f) Fighting in DR Congo reportedly caused the displacement of thousands of people and

affected humanitarian operations.
(g) WFP starts providing emergency food aid to 150,000 drought victims in Cambodia.

(B) Middle East,Central Asia and Eastern Europe: (1) Russian Federation (Caucasus)

(1) Russian Federation (Caucasus)

(a) During the first half of April no large scale attacks took place in Chechnya or
neighbouring republics, although the constant small scale clashes, bombings and
kidnappings indicate a very unpredictable environment in which the humanitarian
community is operating in the North Caucasus.

(b) During the first fortnight of April, in the framework of general food distribution (GFD),
WFP together with partners commenced the 4th cycle distribution and delivered about
360 tons of food commodities to 31,000 IDPs in Ingushetia and some 615 tons to
52,700 beneficiaries in Grozny city, Grozny Rural, Achkhoy-Martan and Sunzha districts
of Chechnya. The school feeding programme (SF) in Chechnya continued assisting
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over 115,300 schoolchildren in 398 pre-primary and primary/secondary schools (1 to 6
grade) in 10 districts of the republic; the food commodities for the SF implementation in
April and May were distributed during March.

(c) In April, some 3,700 Food-For-Work (FFW) participants (representing 18,500
beneficiaries) are involved in the implementation of the projects aimed at infrastructure
rehabilitation in Chechnya, through repairs of schools, kindergartens, hospitals, etc.
WFP released 13 tons of food to support the Dining Hall, where daily hot meals are
provided for 1,600 most of the vulnerable population of Grozny city. The Tuberculosis
programme in Ingushetia and Chechnya was continued by providing food for about 470
in- and outpatients as an incentive for completing their course of treatment; some 7 tons
of food commodities were released by WFP for this project.

(d) Resourced up to date donations reach about 66 percent of the original funding required
for the EMOP 10128.1, which will be extended up until the end of 2005 with a slight
budget increase. Within the next six months, WFP expects pipeline breaks in rice,
buckwheat, sugar, oil, salt, and high energy biscuits, starting in April 2005, which if not
covered may affect all WFP programmes.

(C) East & Central Africa: (1) Burundi (2) Congo, DR (3) Eritrea (4) Ethiopia (5) Kenya (6)
Rwanda (7) Somalia (8) Sudan (9) Tanzania

(1) Burundi

(a) The Government of Burundi has requested UN support to provide humanitarian aid to
Rwandan asylum seekers and the UN has agreed on humanitarian grounds. In this
regard, WFP provided food for the asylum seekers and is a member of the UN working
group dealing with the matter. The Government has provided two sites in Ngozi and
Cankuzo provinces for temporary accommodation and UNHCR is in the process of
moving 2,000 asylum seekers there. An inter-agency needs assessment mission will
take place in Ngozi on 21 April.

(b) Armed banditry in Bujumbura persists. During the weekend, a hotel in Bujumbura Mairie
was attacked and all patrons were robbed of their belongings. Similar cases of violent
armed robbery continue to be reported throughout the country. On a positive note, the
police have arrested a known gang leader and are taking some measures to crack
down on crime.

(c) During the week under review, WFP distributed 515 tons of food aid to 95,780
beneficiaries. The distributions were relatively low due to the decision to slow down
targeted distributions until a number of beneficiary lists are revised through a targeting
review process.

(d) The UN Humanitarian Aircraft in Burundi that is managed by WFP has started flying to
Gihofi, Rutana province. The airfield was out of bounds since 1999. The humanitarian
community has welcomed the resumption of flights to Gihofi as it is the only airstrip in
the south of the country.

(e) Current pipeline projections suggest that, except for cereals, food requirements will be
met without problems until the end of July, following which time shortfalls are expected
for most commodities. A shortfall in cereals is anticipated in June. Continuous pipeline
monitoring and regular deliveries from regional stocks and purchases are required to
avoid stock ruptures.

(2) Congo, DR

(a) Fighting between national army troops and Union Patriotique des Congolais (UPC)
militiamen on 15 April, which lasted 7 hours and occurred in a gold-rich territory near
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Drodro, in the northeastern district of Ituri, reportedly resulted in the death of two
militiamen and one civilian, and displaced thousands of people. On 18 April, most of the
displaced civilians were hesitant to return home, with many fearing looting and rape by
the forces involved in the fighting. In an effort to avoid further militia attacks, heavily
armed government troops reportedly patrolled in the embattled localities at 12 km north
of Bunia.

(b) During the past week, aid workers in Ituri district were forbidden to access to Djugu
territories without a UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUC) escort.
In South Kivu province, humanitarian workers were advised to avoid the Nizi-Bukavu
axis due to fighting between Forces armées de la République Démocratique du Congo
(FARDC) troops and gunmen known as Rasta. Shooting, rape and looting were also
reported in Goma (North Kivu province) and its surroundings. Several NGOs, including
WFP cooperating partners, complained about the recent increase of tiny militia groups
in eastern DRC, which have complicated the negotiations on access to targeted
beneficiaries.

(c) Updated reports from Cooperazione e Sviluppo (CESVI), WFP’s cooperating partner in
Beni, North Kivu province, indicated that out of the 50,000 encamped IDPs, almost 610
had returned to their areas of origin in Ituri district. Meanwhile, the caseload of ex-child
soldiers has been increasing in transit/orientation centres in South-Kivu as a result of
the reunification exercise led by the national army.

(d) During the past week, WFP released some 115 tons of food from its warehouse in
Goma. Eligible beneficiaries were vulnerable groups, pupils through school feeding
projects and demobilized child soldiers.

(e) Delays in the arrival to Kikwit (Bandundu province) of a WFP barge loaded with food
supplies from Kinshasa, entailed the reduction of food distribution to eligible
beneficiaries. During the past week, only 1,270 beneficiaries, of whom were 240
nursing and pregnant women, received their one-month food allocations in Kikwit.

(3) Eritrea

(a) The spring Azmera rains have begun, but are again erratic, light and localized. Herders
are migrating earlier and for longer distances with their animals in search of pasture,
and many Eritreans must queue for hours at fewer and fewer water points. Even around
the capital, water shortages are acute, with water truck deliveries taking place only once
or twice a week.

(b) Eritreans are selling livestock, producing and selling charcoal and skipping meals, while
the Government is unable to pay for food imports because of the damage to the
economy from the 1998-2000 war with neighbouring Ethiopia, the stalemated peace
process and persistent drought.

(c) Eritrea's three most fertile regions, Anseba, Debub and Gash Barka are at their driest
since 1998. About half the children under five are estimated to be underweight, along
with 42 percent of pregnant/nursing mothers, one of the highest rates in Africa.

(d) The WFP Office in the central region of Debub reported that herdsmen were returning
from the eastern escarpments to their places of origin because animal fodder is
becoming scarce due to insufficient rainfall in the summer pasturelands. Light Azmera
rains have softened the soil, but land tilling can only be undertaken with great difficulty
because oxen are weak from a continuous lack of fodder.

(e) With rain shortfalls for the fifth consecutive year, causing crop failure and drying of
pastures, the WFP has expanded its emergency operation in Eritrea. The USD 75
million, five-month extension of EMOP 10261.01 targets 840,000 drought-affected
people, 240,000 more than the original nine-month project, which ended on 31 March.
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(f) WFP commitment coverage for EMOP 10261.01 remains unchanged at USD 41.3
million or approximately 116,830 tons of food commodities. This amount covers 72
percent of this operation’s total food commodity requirements. Commitment coverage
for the PRRO 10192 remains at USD 42.4 million, representing 83 percent of the
operation’s requirements.

(4) Ethiopia

(a) A further deterioration of the food security, health and nutrition situation in areas of
humanitarian concern in the country has been revealed by recently released nutritional
survey data of recent months. The data show worrying levels of malnutrition among
children under five in many locations.

(b) Some of the areas of concern had been identified previously, such as some lowland
districts of Sidama and Gama Gofa zones in Southern Nations, Nationalities and
Peoples Region (SNNPR); lowland districts of East Hararghe zone in Oromiya Region;
and vulnerable populations among the pastoralists and agro-pastoralists of Afar and
Somali Regions. However the geographical extent of areas that are now considered at
particular risk has spread to encompass further lowland districts of SNNPR, including
several districts in Wolayita zone; more districts in eastern parts of Oromiya region; an
increasing number of districts in Tigray Region; and vulnerable parts of the highlands of
Amhara Region.

(c) Meanwhile, serious water shortages in some areas are expected to ease, now that the
Belg (short season) rain has resumed in much of the country. However, some negative
impact on Belg season crops is expected from a dry spell that lasted for three to four
weeks, depending on the area, since the beginning of the third dekad of March. There
are signs in southern parts of Somali Region that the Gu (main season) rains may be
setting in.

(d) To establish an increased emergency food aid requirement due to the deteriorating
conditions, and to review emergency non-food needs, multi-agency teams have been
sent to the field by the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission (DPPC).
Results will be compiled in a Flash Update of the 2005 Humanitarian Appeal, to be
released by the Government of Ethiopia and humanitarian partners in early May.

(e) Action taken to respond to the growing food insecurity and malnutrition includes donor
support to NGO Community Therapeutic Care programmes in two districts in SNNPR;
ICRC, NGO or NGO/UNICEF nutritional interventions in three locations in Somali
Region, including assistance to recently displaced populations; increasing the number
of emergency beneficiaries in certain districts of urgent need ahead of the current
assessment; and expansion of blanket distribution of additional WFP/DPPC
supplementary food to vulnerable groups in hard-hit districts.

(f) Transfers are expanding under the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP), which is
now becoming operational in an increasing number of districts. The PSNP is expected
to reach over 4 million chronically food insecure people in 2005. A further 3.2 million
people are targeted under the emergency programme in April, and require 60,000 tons
of food aid. WFP supports both programmes.

(g) Distributions of targeted supplementary food to malnourished children under five and
pregnant and nursing mothers continue under the joint UNICEF/WFP Enhanced
Outreach Strategy/Child Survival Initiative, implemented in coordination with regional
Bureaux of Health and DPPC. A total of about 7,825 tons of blended food and oil have
been distributed so far in 2005 under this programme, in SNNPR (6,875 tons) and in
Tigray Region (950 tons). The programme is currently expanding to other regions.

(5) Kenya

Emergency Report 2005-17

4



(a) The security situation in Mandera and Marsabit districts in northeastern Kenya has
been tense for the last couple of weeks, following clashes between rival clans and
banditry attacks, which have left several people dead. This to some extent delayed
deliveries of WFP food, as transporters were reluctant to transport food to the affected
areas. However, WFP managed to finally deliver all the food to the districts.

(b) In response to the Government of Kenya’s request for further relief food assistance due
to ongoing drought in Kenya, WFP prepared a budget revision for the drought EMOP
for an additional 76,000 tons of food to cover requirements until the end of August.
EMOP beneficiary numbers have been reduced in most districts with Kajiado district
being the exception where there has been a significant increase in beneficiary numbers
as a result of continued drought and increased food insecurity. Up to 1.6 million people,
including 420,000 school-children, are expected to receive WFP emergency food
rations in Kenya until August. Food-For-Work activities are being initiated as an exit
strategy from the emergency operation in districts where recovery is well underway.
The activities will focus primarily on soil conservation (erosion control) and water
catchments/conservation.

(c) In order to ensure that the Community Based Target and Distribution (CBTD) system is
well implemented, WFP and the Office of the President have held a series of workshops
with 84 participants in the EMOP districts. The objective is to create a common
understanding among the stakeholders and stress the importance of adhering to the
CBTD system.

(d) The drought EMOP still has a shortfall of approximately 60,000 tons of food until
August.

(6) Rwanda

(a) Good rains were experienced last week in most areas of Rwanda. The parts of
Nyarubuye, Rusumo, Rukira, which often face rain shortages, are now receiving good
precipitation. However, some pockets are still experiencing dry spells with concomitant
food shortages, due to the poor season last year with no household level stocks.
Although Food-For-Work (FFW) activities could help mitigate the situation, WFP has
had to either close or suspend most of them, due to pipeline shortages.

(b) During the past week, some 160 Burundian refugees arrived in Gikonko Transit Camp
in Butare. Another 135 Burundian new arrivals were also reported and transferred to
Nyamure camp; in addition, 315 Congolese arrived at Nkamira camp in Gisenyi while
there were no changes in other camps. The number of refugees increased by 630 from
last week. The total number of Congolese and Burundian refugees currently in Rwanda
stands at about 45,640 and 6,340 respectively. Some 47 tons of WFP provided food
were distributed in Gikonko camp for 2,580 beneficiaries. No food was distributed in
other camps.

(c) Besides the Burundian and Congolese refugees, also a total of 364 Rwandese
returnees from Congo were received, in Nkamira Transit Centre. A three-month ration
was provided before their transfer to the places of origin.

(d) Part of the recently confirmed contribution for the Great Lakes PRRO 10062.1 is
earmarked for the purchase of pulses to alleviate the shortfall in the country. Another
anticipated donor contribution is expected to cover 2,355 tons of pulses.

(7) Somalia

(a) The fourth round of tsunami response food distributions started on 16 April when three
teams of food monitors left for Iskushuban, Bander Beyla and Jeriban districts to
receive trucks with food aid. Due heavy rainfall all over the northeast, trucks are having
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difficulty arriving on time in Jeriban district.

(b) A Kenyan school organized a walk for the tsunami and collected around 3,000 US
dollar to assist a school in Somalia through WFP.

(8) Sudan

(a) DARFUR:

(b) The security situation remains fragile and unpredictable in the Darfurs.

(c) Dispatches from the three Darfur state capitals to Cooperating Partners (CPs) between
1 and 17 April totaled some 18,855 tons to an estimated 992,310 beneficiaries (based
on dispatches).

(d) Continued conflicts in areas surrounding Ed Daein have resulted in an influx of new
arrivals to Ed Daein. WFP is in discussions with new CPs, ALISEI and the United
Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR) on expanding their coverage to the food aid
sector.

(e) Tearfund began implementing a blanket supplementary and therapeutic feeding
programme for 10,525 beneficiaries using 38 tons of WFP food in Ed Daein, following
results of their nutrition survey that put the Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate at 25.2
percent.

(f) Food distributions are taking place in Dar Zaghawa, in the Muzbat area, North Darfur,
for the first time by CP German Agro Action. A WFP monitoring mission traveled to the
area on the 16 April for distribution and food basket monitoring.

(g) On 10 April, WFP and German Agro Action (GAA) completed an assessment in the
Hamrahs region. The report on Kadod, Korma and Sarafaya will be released together
with the report on the Hamrahs Damrahs region.

(h) Food distributions started in Malha during the week. However, distributions were
delayed for three days when a WFP convoy of 16 trucks was stopped at a checkpoint in
Mado, due to alleged discrepancies in the number of trucks indicated in the notification
form.

(i) Maintenance work in Khartoum International Airport continues to place major
constraints on WFP-Humanitarian Air Services (HAS) operational capacity.

(j) WHO will conduct a second crude mortality survey in the Darfurs in early May.
Fieldwork is expected to take 5 to 6 weeks, with data entry requiring 1 to 2 weeks. The
final report should be released by end June. The survey will be comparable to the June
2004 survey, retrospective with a 6-month recall period.

(k) WFP will cut non-cereal rations by half from May onwards in order to guarantee at least
half portions of non-cereals in August and September distributions. Without immediate
additional contributions, the operation in Darfur faces a complete pipeline break in
non-cereals in August and instant break in sugar. Contributions are urgently required to
ensure full rations of the complete food baskets to the beneficiaries, particularly during
the rainy months.

(l) As of 11 April, Darfur EMOP 10339.1 requires an additional USD 192.1 million, or 41
percent of the USD 467.1 million total requirements for 2005. To date, the EMOP has
received USD 275 million, equivalent to 59 percent of the overall requirements.

(m) The Special Operation for logistics support in Darfur faces a shortfall of USD 25 million.
The procurement of 100 long-haul trucks is on hold until funds are made available.

(n) WFP-HAS, which provides services to the entire humanitarian community in Sudan,
faces a shortfall of USD 17 million. With monthly operating costs of USD 2 million, funds
are immediately required to ensure that existing contracts are extended for the coming
months.
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(o) SOUTH, EAST AND TRANSITIONAL AREAS (SETA):

(p) The security situation remains fragile in Nhialdiu, Dhorkan and Jikang areas in Unity
State as a result of fighting between two ethnic groups. WFP will participate in a joint
mission to assess the situation.

(q) WFP is leading an inter-agency cross line mission in priority areas in the Upper Nile
commencing with the Tonga/Zeraf corridor followed by the Sobat and Kodok corridors.
Preparations are currently underway with other agencies taking into account
humanitarian needs for various sector interventions. The cross line mission is expected
to start on 26 April for three weeks, subject to clearances by the Government of Sudan
(GoS) and Sudan Peoples Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A).

(r) WFP and OCHA are preparing to send an assessment mission to Nhialdiu, Unity State.
This follows a meeting with the State Minister of Social Welfare who reported that those
displaced are in urgent need of food, water and medical services. Fighting in areas
surrounding Nhialdiu, Unity State since late March has resulted in the displacement of
an estimated 6,000 – 10,000 people into Nhialdiu.

(s) The fieldwork for the rapid needs assessment in five main areas in the Northern Sector
is now complete. Team leaders are now working on final data analysis for areas
covered.

(t) WFP will complete the registration and verification exercise by the end of April in all
locations. Preliminary results indicate that total beneficiaries registered to date are
estimated at 295,810 beneficiaries in sixteen locations.

(u) As of 14 April, WFP has dispatched over 2,445 tons of commodities to various
locations, representing 6 percent of the dispatch plan. The dispatch plan includes
requirements from April–June, as well as buffer stocks for certain locations. Dispatches
to locations continue to be affected by the limited commercial transport capacity out of
Port Sudan to logistics hubs in El Obeid and Kosti. WFP has started prioritising
dispatches to locations, which require food assistance most urgently, taking into
account requirements for pre-positioning in areas, which will be cut off during the rainy
season.

(v) Cross line deliveries to the Nuba Mountains continued for the second week in April. A
total of 68 tons of commodities were delivered to Rashad, Kauda and Kawalib. An
additional 93 tons of commodities were delivered to areas in Lagawa up to Tima. A total
of about 220 tons of food has been delivered to these areas since 1 April. WFP
continues to monitor road deliveries, which go through cross lines to Aweil and Gogrial
in Bahr El Ghazal. As of 14 April, a total of some 240 tons of mixed commodities was
delivered to Aweil and received by CARE. Deliveries to Gogrial will start once the
rubhall is assembled.

(w) In Bahr El Ghazal, WFP distributed 115 tons of food to 6,900 IDPs and 22 tons mixed
food commodities to 1,340 returnees in Aweil town. In Malekalel (Aweil South), some
8,375 returnees were provided with about 145 tons of food commodities. In Malual,
WFP registered a total of some 4,645 returnees (2,196 households) who came from
South Darfur, Meiram, El Obeid, Muglad and surrounding villages in the southern sector
during a registration and verification exercise.

(x) The Emergency Operation faces an 80 percent shortfall against its operational
requirements. To date, this EMOP, valued at USD 302 million, has so far received
about USD 60.2 million, representing approximately 20 percent, only of the total
operational requirements

(9) Tanzania

(a) A total of about 2,065 refugees repatriated to Burundi in March, indicating a decline
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compared with the last three months.

(b) About 400,120 beneficiaries received some 1,650 tons of food through general
distribution, supplementary and therapeutic feeding in refugee camps in western
Tanzania. In addition, over 10,105 Tanzanians in the host communities surrounding the
camps were supported with WFP host community activities.

(c) WFP is currently distributing rations of 410g maize grain (or 350g maize meal), 80g
pulses and 10g of vegetable oil. The current ration levels apply from 14 March – 15
June 2005. While maize and pulses are being distributed at 100 percent of the normal
level, no CSB or salt is being distributed. Refugees are receiving approximately 1,617
Kcal /day (87 percent of the normal ration level of 1,857 Kcal).

(d) The current ration is less than needed for healthy survival, with potential effects of
deteriorated health, inadequate nutrition, increased domestic violence and an increase
in the number of refugees resorting to crime or illegal employment outside the camps in
order to supplement their diets. Food shortages may also push refugees to return
involuntarily to their home countries, where conditions are still unsafe.

(e) Cash contributions are urgently needed for local purchase of pulses to take advantage
of anticipated low prices and high quality during the harvest season in May/June. By
contributing now, donors can maximize the quantity of pulses that can be purchased
with their funds. WFP also urgently needs cash or in-kind contributions for vegetable oil.

(f) The PRRO has a shortfall of almost 35,350 tons up to January 2006. This figure is
based on 100 percent rations (1,857 Kcal), not on the recently proposed 2,100 Kcal
ration level, which has not yet been approved by WFP’s Executive Board.

(D) West Africa: (1) Regional (2) Burkina Faso (3) Chad (4) Cote d'Ivoire (5) Ghana (6)
Guinea (7) Liberia (8) Mali (9) Niger

(1) Regional

(a) The food pipelines for the regional West Africa Coastal PRRO 10064.3 and Cote
d’Ivoire Regional PRRO 10372.0 continue to face shortfalls. Further donor support is
urgently needed in order to enable complete food distributions.

(b) In Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, WFP continues to take steps to ensure that the
activities supporting refugees continue despite the pipeline shortfalls. Reductions in
general rations for refugees, IDPs and returnees are continuing in Liberia and Guinea.
Starting next month, WFP will also be forced to distribute reduced rations to refugees in
Sierra Leone. Sensitization campaigns are now underway in the refugee camps in an
effort to ensure that this reduction will happen smoothly.

(2) Burkina Faso

(a) WFP is continuing support to returnees through PRRO 10372, particularly by expanding
Food-For-Work activities.

(3) Chad

(a) The security situation is relatively calm in and around refugee camps. A reported attack
on the Chadian Consul in El Geneina (Sudan) did not have any negative impact on
WFP operations in eastern Chad.

(b) A total of 109 refugees were transferred from Birak area to Kounoungou camp during
the past two weeks. Works are proceeding in the new camp site of Gaga, which should
be ready to receive first transfers by 1 May. Census is currently ongoing for refugees to
be transferred from Bredjing, Farchana and border sites. Oxfam has confirmed that
water levels (12 litres per second) are adequate to meet the needs of some 20,000
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refugees.

(c) Following recent reports of rising malnutrition as well as Kwashiorkor cases in Touloum
and Iridimi camps, Médecins Sans Frontières Luxembourg (running the therapeutic
feeding centres) has confirmed that the situation is now stable and under control. The
agency staff indicated that all Kwashiorkor cases came from a newly opened zone in
Touloum, which has poor water provision and sanitation problems. MSF-L implemented
an exhaustive screening of some 8,000 children in both camps and noted that global
acute malnutrition rates are currently at 12-14 percent, as compared to 20 percent last
October. WFP plans to support 199,000 refugees in April. WFP general distributions
currently are ongoing in the camps at full rations, equivalent to 2,069 Kcal/person/day.

(d) Some problems were faced during the distributions in Touloum and Iridimi, mainly as a
result of duplicated ration cards. A meeting was held between UNHCR and refugee
committees to resolve the issue, and distributions were resumed in Iridimi.

(e) Under the Blanket Supplementary Feeding (BSF), WFP provided some 25 tons of food
rations to a total of 5,670 beneficiaries in Oure Cassoni. Distributions are ongoing in
Touloum, Iridimi and Djabal camps. Effective 28 April, BSF distributions for the local
population are set to commence in the Bredjing and Treguine areas.

(f) Food basket monitoring was carried out by Premiere Urgence and Action Contre la
Faim partners in Am Nabak, Kounoungou, Touloum, Bredjing and Treguine. Post
distribution monitoring will also be conducted in the same camps. WFP Food-For-Work
activities (FFW) for host communities are ongoing in the targeted zones of intervention.

(g) A convoy of about 50 trucks carrying over 1,200 tons of food through the Libyan
corridor is expected to arrive in Bahai over the weekend. Some 1,500 tons of food have
so far been pre-positioned in Chad, sufficient to cover July and August needs for
southern and central camps. The first convoy of 400 tons of cereals will depart for
Sudan on Sunday.

(h) For the period from 1 to 15 April, WFP Humanitarian Air Services served a total of 630
passengers. A total of 3.6 tons of medical supplies and light cargo were also uplifted.

(i) A high-level mission led by the Canadian Permanent Representative to WFP and FAO
in Rome visited eastern Chad between 13 and 16 April.

(4) Cote d'Ivoire

(a) From 14 to 20 April, over 120 tons of food were distributed to over 12,000 people. This
included more than 4,000 children, who are being fed through the School Feeding
programme.

(b) WFP conducted a mission to reassess the number of beneficiaries and needs of IDPs
in Prikro and the surrounding villages. WFP has found that the IDPs in Duekoue town
are not ready to return to their villages, nor to their fields, for fear of further ethnic
conflicts. For this reason, WFP is concerned that the food situation may worsen for the
coming months.

(c) Selection of beneficiaries for the 2005 agriculture project, through seeds protection
activities, has been finalized, and 6,000 households have been identified in Man and
Guiglo areas for rice cultivation (1,000 will be covered by WFP and 5,000 by FAO).
Thanks to the good harvest, the figure is less than the 14,000 originally planned.

(d) On 24 April, WFP will start nutrition training sessions which will focus on how to detect
malnutrition and provide supplementary feeding. The training is being provided to WFP
staff and 34 cooperating partners involved in nutrition interventions.

(5) Ghana
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(a) Through PRRO 10372, WFP is distributing to more than 7,300 Liberian refugees living
at the Buduburam Refugee Settlement.

(6) Guinea

(a) The voluntary repatriation of Liberians refugees is continuing, and during the reporting
period, about 1,845 Liberian refugees were repatriated from the Kola, Kouankan,
Kountaya and Laine camps. Since the beginning of the repatriation campaign in
November 2004, over 7,000 Liberians have returned home.

(b) From 4 to 17 April, more than 108,000 beneficiaries received 800 tons of WFP provided
food. The beneficiaries included nearly 60,000 children, who are being fed through the
school feeding programme.

(c) WFP conducted sensitization and information missions with implementing partners
(Catholic Relief Services, Action Contre la Faim and UNHCR) in Nonah and Kola
refugee camps to inform refugees about the continuation of the reduced food ration as
well as about changes in the food basket. Due to the lack of resources, WFP is obliged
to make constant changes to the commodity mix, particularly with regard to cereals

(7) Liberia

(a) From 11 to 17 April, some 1,300 tons of food were distributed to more than 150,000
vulnerable beneficiaries throughout Liberia. This included the distribution of (reduced)
general rations to more than 52,000 beneficiaries, as well as more than 19,000
beneficiaries who received food through the UN resettlement programme. Since the
repatriation and resettlement started in late 2004, some 123,000 IDPs and Liberian
returnees have been assisted to return to their home counties; WFP has supported the
resettlement effort with 4,000 tons of food through wet feeding in transit way-stations as
well as the through the distribution of dry rations packages.

(b) WFP and Catholic Relief Services jointly conducted a monitoring visit to the institutional
feeding programmes in Grand Bassa County. The monitoring mission recommended,
among other things, the re-training of the staff involved in the handling of WFP food
commodities and the strengthening of the management of some of the centres.

(8) Mali

(a) WFP continues to contribute to the integration of returnees from Cote d’Ivoire into their
communities of origin, by helping to minimize the burden on receiving families, most
notably through ongoing Food-For-Work activities.

(9) Niger

(a) According to the outcomes of a survey that WFP undertook with Helen Keller
International last January, approximately 350,000 children under five years of age in
Niger could be suffering from malnutrition. Results from the targeted group of 1800
children aged between 6 and 59 months in Zinder and Maradi give a global rate for
wasting of 13.4 percent, of which 2.7 percent of cases in Zinder and 2.2 percent in
Maradi are severe.

(b) An extrapolation of these results indicates that as many as 135,700 children under five
across the two regions are suffering from malnutrition, with 24,700 of them severe
cases in need of urgent medical and nutritional assistance. These figures are in line
with the skyrocketing admission numbers observed in recent months at a therapeutic
feeding centre run by Médecins sans Frontières in the Maradi region.

(c) The alarming numbers underline the critical need for intervention to tackle what has
become an endemic issue in Niger. The uncertain conditions in Niger following last

Emergency Report 2005-17

10



year’s drought and locust invasion are already forcing an abnormally high number of
people to abandon the countryside and head to urban centres in search of work. Others
have moved their livestock into agricultural areas where the animals may destroy crops
and precipitate conflict. The market price for livestock is plummeting as people look to
sell animals to buy food, which is itself rising steeply in price. Excessive felling of trees
to make charcoal has also been in evidence – another means of raising cash during
difficult times. Unless immediate action is taken, these statistics will only get worse over
the next few months, as the next harvest is not due until the end of the rainy season in
September/October.

(d) WFP’s Emergency Operation (EMOP) in Niger to combat the impact of the drought and
locust invasion, which runs until the end of August, currently has a shortfall of USD 2.5
million.

(E) Southern Africa: (1) Regional (2) Angola (3) Lesotho (4) Malawi (5) Namibia (6)
Swaziland (7) Zimbabwe

(1) Regional

(a) On Sunday 17 April, Mount Karthala volcano on Grande Comoro, the main island of the
Union of the Comoros, erupted with clouds of ash and smoke, affecting several villages
in the Dimani and Pidjani regions on the eastern part of the island. Local authorities
reported that an estimated 10,000 villagers had fled from their homes seeking refuge.
On 20 April when seismic activity had reduced, the majority of the population who fled
from their villages were reported to have returned, with some exceptions. A lack of
potable water was identified as a potential problem. It is feared that eruptions of ash
and other debris from the volcano might have negatively affected the chemical
composition of the water. Local food production appears to be unaffected and an official
request for food aid has not been formally submitted. WFP is closely monitoring the
situation and is in contact with government authorities and other UN agencies.

(b) The prospects for the maize crop in 2005 are generally poor and continue to
deteriorate. In central and southern Malawi, much of Mozambique, southern and central
Zambia, and eastern and southern Zimbabwe, prolonged dry spells from late January to
March occurred during the critical time for crop development. In much of Malawi,
Zambia and Zimbabwe, observers speak of crop prospects being “worse than 2002”
and “the worst since 1992”. While results from the FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply
Assessment Missions and the Vulnerability Assessment Committee assessments are
expected from May to July 2005, preliminary indications suggest significant food
requirements.

(c) The regional Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 10310, Assistance to
Populations in Southern Africa Vulnerable to Food Insecurity and the Impact of
HIV/AIDS, which includes Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, Zambia and
Zimbabwe, has received only USD 54 million against the USD 216,000 million required
for 2005. Food needs for the six countries from April to June 2005 are 80,337 tons.
Opening stocks in April amounted to about 27,410 tons and the PRRO is now operating
on a hand-to-mouth basis and is extremely reliant on new donor contributions. In 2005,
WFP plans to feed up to 3.5 million food insecure people.

(2) Angola

(a) WFP continues to support the Government of Angola and UN efforts to halt the spread
of the Marburg virus in Uige Province. Apart from operating air services for health
personnel and much needed equipment and materials into the province, WFP is also
examining the practicality of offering food assistance to families directly affected by the
virus. The Marburg virus, an Ebola-like hemorrhagic fever, is highly contagious.
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(3) Lesotho

(a) From 13 to 19 April, a total of 1,800 tons of food were distributed to 144,000 people
enrolled in various projects, supporting mother and child health care and home-based
HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis care patients, vulnerable group feeding, orphans and other
vulnerable children, and food-for-work beneficiaries.

(4) Malawi

(a) From 14 to 20 April, WFP dispatched over 8,400 tons of food to vulnerable people in
various programmes. Preparations are underway for the FAO/WFP Crop and Food
Supply Assessment Mission scheduled to take place from 25 April until 13 May.

(5) Namibia

(a) Distributions under both WFP’s Emergency Operations in Namibia are ongoing.
However, a lack of sufficient transportation continues to negatively affect distributions.
Confirmation is awaited regarding final beneficiary figures.

(6) Swaziland

(a) According to a recent FAO report, planting and growth of main season crops have been
severely constrained by low and poorly distributed rainfall since the beginning of the
agricultural season in October last year. Short, but heavy rains in December 2004 to
January 2005 had a limited effect and hailstorms in January caused additional damage
to maize crops. The food situation in the country is precarious following a drought that
resulted in a 30 percent reduction in the 2004 cereal harvest.

(7) Zimbabwe

(a) Harvesting of maize crops is in progress and most communities are reporting a meagre
production. Crops in many parts of the country were affected by an extended dry spell
in the middle of the planting season.

(b) Critical shortages of basic commodities, such as maize meal, continue to affect the
country. When available on the parallel market, the price of maize is double to that of
the Grain Marketing Board, the sole grain trader in Zimbabwe. In addition, the fuel crisis
is deepening with queues of vehicles circling service stations. The shortage is most
acute in Bulawayo City.

(c) WFP facilitated a meeting of the Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment Committee and
donors in order to discuss the methodology and progress of planning for fieldwork of the
forthcoming household and vulnerability study. The assessment is scheduled to begin
in May and final reports are expected in June.

(F) Asia: (1) Bangladesh (2) Cambodia (3) Indonesia (4) Korea (DPR) (5) Maldives (6)
Myanmar (7) Sri Lanka

(1) Bangladesh

(a) According to the meteorology department, the prevailing heat wave is likely to continue
until the arrival of a northwester along with rainfall. Farmers are expecting to start the
harvesting shortly.

(b) Under Emergency Operation (EMOP) 10380, Assistance to Flood Affected People in
Bangladesh, WFP has completed the distribution of approximately 2,285 tons of
blended food and has assisted over 418,000 mother and children under the joint
UNICEF and WFP Supplementary Feeding programme.
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(c) The School Feeding programme is planned to continue until July, when the EMOP will
end. Over 600,000 children receive high-energy biscuits under the programme.

(d) Food-For-Assets/Food-For-Work is ongoing in four districts. Over 995 tons of food have
been distributed in March under these activities.

(e) Last week, WFP sought a waiver from the government to implement the Rural
Livelihoods Support programme through NGOs. The government was reluctant to
agree, and has requested to implement the proposed livelihood programme (distribution
of cereals) through government channels rather than through NGOs. WFP has
requested the government to issue necessary government instructions to all concerned
offices to complete all preparatory works, including selection of beneficiaries and
arrangements for distribution of cereals on an urgent basis.

(f) A commitment of some 3,140 tons of wheat was confirmed this week, bringing the
resourcing levels of the EMOP to almost 47 percent.

(2) Cambodia

(a) Drought in Cambodia destroyed an estimated 300,000 tons of rice in the December
harvest, or between 10 and 15 percent of the total crop.

(b) In the three months leading up to the harvest, called the “hungry season,” WFP had
distributed some 1,000 tons of rice to 50,000 people in the five provinces of Prey Veng,
Takeo, Kampong Speu, Kandal and Mondolkiri. Recent data from the Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries reveal that half of the 24 provinces in Cambodia will
also fall short of the requirements for domestic rice consumption in 2005. Six out of
these provinces will face serious rice shortages of six months or longer.

(c) In view of the protracted nature of the drought, WFP, working with NGOs and the
National Committee on Disaster Management (NCDM), is required to extend the
emergency food distribution to nine provinces. WFP will distribute about 1,500 tons of
rice over the next three months to affected families, mainly subsistence farmers,
landless people and vulnerable groups including women who are the head of their
households. WFP has already started distributions of emergency rice rations to more
than 150,000 vulnerable people, and is also monitoring the needs in other provinces.

(3) Indonesia

(a) NORTH SUMATRA EARTHQUAKE:

(b) In Nias the security situation has not changed during the last week. The main security
threats remain the possibility of looting of food items and premeditated theft of food and
non-food items. Markets are starting to recover, as traders return and road and sea
access improve.

(c) As the emergency phase subsides, blanket distributions are now being adjusted to
more targeted distribution for approximately 117,000 beneficiaries, who were directly
affected by the earthquake (houses and/or livelihoods destroyed). In areas with access
constraints, blanket distribution will continue. WFP has been able to establish
distribution systems in isolated villages with local networks, and using helicopters to
deliver food.

(d) UNHAS is currently reviewing its schedule to accommodate the increasing demand for
the route between Meulaboh and Calang.

(e) WFP has been requested to facilitate the delivery of 20 Bailey bridges for Nias. An
official request has been submitted by the Governor of North Sumatra to the Ministry of
People’s Welfare in Jakarta, requesting that WFP liaise with the Netherlands and British
Embassies. The Netherlands currently has 100 Bailey bridges en route to Indonesia for
Aceh.
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(f) TSUNAMI RESPONSE:

(g) Market surveys conducted 20 April in Meulaboh town found that the price of fresh fish
continues to be higher in relation to the seasonal norm as supplies are low, implying
that many fishermen still remain inactive.

(h) To coordinate the implementation of the Indonesian Government's Master Plan for
Rehabilitation and Reconstruction, the Executive Agency for the Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction of Aceh and Nias was formally inaugurated on 19 April. The Governor of
Aceh has been announced the Vice Chairman. The Agency will manage nearly USD 5
billion in reconstruction funds over the next 5 years, award tenders to the private sector
and liaise with donor countries and agencies.

(i) On 17 April, WFP assessed the road between Banda Aceh and Lamno on the west
coast and concluded that the road could be used as a logistics corridor as an alternative
to air delivery. The road is also safe for day travel

(j) During the period from 1 to 18 April, a total of 1,024 tons of food has been distributed in
Aceh Barat for 72,600 beneficiaries, representing 40 percent of the total planned
beneficiaries.

(k) In Aceh Jaya, 13,100 beneficiaries were assisted with general food distribution, which
represents 81 percent of the total planned number of beneficiaries. Action Contre la
Faim has conducted direct distribution to all seven distribution points (DPs) in Jaya
sub-district, Aceh Jaya, except Bak Paoh, where food was handed over to the village
leader, based on TNI reports that it is insecure for international staff.

(l) WFP in Meulaboh is conducting assessments in Aceh Barat, aiming to expand school
feeding activities to some 50 schools covering 7,700 school children and teachers/staff.
Al Amin started its first food distribution to 9,285 students and their teachers in 5
sub-districts in Aceh Besar. Distribution will continue next week for the remaining
31,826 beneficiaries. Muhammadiya is conducting socialization workshops for focal
points from 73 schools during the period from 20 to 23 April. The school feeding
programme is slated to start in Banda Aceh next week. A training of the headmasters of
46 elementary schools in Aceh Utara for the school feeding programme was held on 20
April 2005.

(m) OTHER ACTIVITIES:

(n) In West Timor, there has been a severe crop failure in NTT-province as reported by the
provincial government. The loss of food production from the main crops is estimated to
be 10 percent of annual production of the province. The local government is collecting
the final data so as to quantify the actual loss while mobilizing its internal resource to
assist the affected farmers.

(o) CARE distributed 1.25 ton of WFP provided rice to 760 families with malnourished
children in West-Timor. An additional 156 tons were distributed through
Food-For-Work/Food-For-Training schemes, to benefit a total of 15,550 persons
engaged under a reforestation scheme.

(p) Church World Service (CWS) distributed about 210 tons of rice and 95 tons of
vegetable oil to 39,840 beneficiaries in Central Sulawesi, who participated to
Food-For-Work/Food-For-Training/Food-For-Peace activities in the area. WFP staff
visited the project areas to conduct monitoring/evaluation, as well as to assess the
needs to continue WFP assistance in the conflict-affected areas. CWS will conduct a
field assessment before submitting its new proposal to WFP for continuation of the
Food-For-Work project in Poso District.

(q) A total of 67 community development projects (CDP) have been completed since the
start of the CDP program in December 2002, and 77 projects are on-going. The focus is
mainly on rehabilitation of water and sanitation, community centers as well as public
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libraries.

(r) The design of the Food Insecurity Atlas has been completed and printing is in progress.
The provincial and central Government are keen to use the Atlas as a tool to formulate
strategies on food security. Some provinces have allocated budget for doing further
work on atlas at the sub-district level.

(s) An advanced WFP nutrition workshop took place in Jakarta from 28 March to 1 April,
followed by another session in Surabaya on 4-8 April. Participants/speakers included
government counterpart officials, NGO partners, and WFP staff.

(4) Korea (DPR)

(a) Unless new donations of cereals are urgently made, WFP will be forced to suspend
assistance to elderly people, primary school-children (take-home ration) and the
poorest urban households from mid-June. By late July rations to pregnant and nursing
women (PNWs), and children in nurseries and kindergartens will also have to be cut.
Production in WFP-supported factories producing fortified food for children and PNWs
will be maintained until end-August, and assistance to orphanages and hospitals until
end-September.

(5) Maldives

(a) Over 40,295 beneficiaries have been identified for the Vulnerable Group Feeding
Programme during the April distribution cycle. WFP has received a letter from the
Government of Maldives requesting it to extend the current Vulnerable Group Feeding
Programme (VGF) for approximately 40,000 beneficiaries to the end of the year. The
food would be intended for IDPs, vulnerable households and host communities. An
assessment mission to review this extension will take place at the beginning of May.

(b) A national Lessons Learnt Workshop coordinated by OCHA is scheduled to take place
in Male mid-May with the participation of Government authorities at the central and atoll
level, UN agencies, bilateral donors, the International Federation of the Red Cross and
national/international NGOs. The purpose of the workshop is to review all aspects of the
national and international response to the Tsunami from an in-country perspective in
order to draw lessons for the future and better prepare national authorities for improved
response coordination in disasters.

(6) Myanmar

(a) In the Tsunami-affected delta area, after the initial relief food distribution in Laputta and
in Ngapudaw reaching 3,000 beneficiaries, rehabilitation activities focusing on
construction of water ponds, access roads, bridges, houses, and dykes through
Food-For-Work (FFW) have started reaching 7,000 beneficiaries. In Tanintharyi, close
to Thai border area, current caseload covers 5,000 beneficiaries through relief food
distribution and FFW.

(b) WFP visited Northern Rakhine State (NRS) to meet the Regional Commander in order
to speed up rice delivery before the onslaught of the monsoon rains. WFP conducted
training of field Monitors and prepared for forthcoming AVG beneficiary selection. WFP
also organized a painting/drawing competition among primary schoolchildren (240
children from 12 schools). During the last two weeks, a total of over 55 tons of rice, 15
tons of pulses and about 70 litres of oil have been distributed to 1,335 beneficiaries in
NRS.

(c) For the new phase of the Emergency Operation (EMOP) in Shan State, WFP organized
a consultation meeting on new programmatic approaches with Cooperating Partners
(CPs) at Yangon. WFP and all CPs agreed that the new phase would focus on
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improved targeting and also in identifying longer term strategies for alternative
livelihoods for the ex-poppy farming households. WFP started making initial
arrangements for setting up new field and sub-offices and meetings with local
authorities in the new expansion areas. During the fortnight, WFP has been able to
distribute more than 540 tons of rice to approximately 48,000 beneficiaries in Northern
Shan State.

(7) Sri Lanka

(a) The conflict between the Tamil factions continues in the East with a number of people
killed or injured over the past week. The Joint Mechanism for Tsunami aid distribution
between the Government and the LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam) is still to be
finalized. Norwegian Special Envoy, Erik Solheim, and USA Assistant Secretary of
State, Christina Rocca, are both in the country this week to help on this issue.

(b) WFP and UNICEF are working together to submit a food security/nutrition strategy
paper as part of the joint UN transition strategy document.

(c) WFP provided corn-soya blend distribution has been expedited in the affected districts.
Obstacles were earlier experienced with its distribution and a number of issues have
been addressed such as re-packing and printing and distributing guidelines on its use in
the local language.

(d) Two WFP missions (Assessment, and Monitoring and Evaluation) are expected in the
country from beginning of May to streamline the operation; this includes conducting a
follow-up needs assessment, developing selection criteria for the Vulnerable Group
Feeding and formulating a strategy for EMOP termination.

(G) Latin America and Caribbean: (1) Regional (2) Bolivia (3) Colombia (4) Cuba (5)
Ecuador (6) Guatemala (7) Haiti (8) Nicaragua

(1) Regional

(a) WFP’s Executive Director is currently visiting Central America. The overall objective of
the ED visit to the sub-region is to obtain government and private sector support for
partnering with WFP in its future role in Central America, i.e. transitioning from the
provision of traditional food aid to the provision of technical assistance, supporting
capacity building to eradicate hunger and malnutrition and responding better to
recurrent emergencies.

(2) Bolivia

(a) On 14 April, the Prefecture building in Cochabamba was attacked by a group of
landless peasants in revenge against police actions to force them out of Parque Tunari
where they settled illegally.

(b) WFP’s food distributions in the Municipality of Charagua, El Chaco Region, were
delayed due to bad road conditions. During this past week, 10 out of 14 communities of
this municipality were assisted with 43 tons of food.

(3) Colombia

(a) New displacements have been reported in the Province of Cauca, where at least 3,000
people have been forced to flee from the Municipality of Toribio and nearby areas, due
to strong clashes between illegal armed groups and the Colombian army. According to
local authorities, the violence in Toribio and nearby areas is the result of a military
offensive in which at least 15 rebels were killed. WFP is prepared to initiate the
provision of emergency food aid in this region if requested by the Colombian
government.
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(b) Landslides, floods and rains in the Provinces of Boyacá, Antioquia, Risaralda, Huila and
Cordoba resulted in at least 11 deaths, 10 disappeared, several injured and 300
affected families from slum areas of the city of Monteria. WFP develops several food
aid activities in the provinces of Antioquia and Cordoba.

(c) The top UN human rights official said that UNHCHR is seriously concerned by the
havoc wreaked on the civilian population by Colombia's ongoing civil war. In a report to
the UN Human Rights Commission, Louise Arbour cited a lengthy list of abuses
committed by illegal armed groups, including torture, rape, and summary executions.
The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights says civilians are caught in the middle of
decades-old conflict between illegally armed groups and are abused by both sides. The
Commissioner criticizes rebel groups for having completely ignored the
recommendations concerning respect for human rights.

(d) A total of 210 tons of WFP provided food were delivered last week in the context of the
PRRO 10158, Assistance to People Displaced by Violence. The food was distributed in
the provinces of Antioquia, Cundinamarca, Meta, Santander and Bogota, reaching
almost 16,820 people. The commodities were distributed in Food for Crisis, Community
kitchens and Food-For- Work/Food-For-Training and PreSchool – School Feeding
activities.

(4) Cuba

(a) The rainy season in Cuba should be starting, but there have been no signs of rains yet.
Few scattered rains were present in the country, but with very weak results. The
weather is very dry, with average maximum temperatures above normal. The
production of vegetables in the rural and urban agroponics is very scarce. The level of
water in dams continues to fall. Water distribution coninues to be done by tank trucks
and the railway. There is a strict control of water supply to the population.

(b) WFP is currently designing an Emergency Operation (EMOP) to provide assistance to
drought affected populations in the provinces of Santiago, Las Tunas, Holguin, Granma,
Guantanamo and Camagüey. The EMOP will target the most vulnerable groups in the
provinces, in particular pregnant and nursing women, children under 5, and elderly
people.

(5) Ecuador

(a) After a day of rioting on 20 April congress sacked President Lucio Gutiérrez as the
armed forces withdrew all support. The Vice-President - Alfredo Palacios - was sworn in
by the parliament to take over the presidency and government of Ecuador. President
Gutierrez was given political asylum in Brazil. UN Security phase 2 was declared as a
temporary measure during the transition. Whilst it is not yet clear for the moment if
supporters of the two factions will disperse peacefully, it is expected that the situation
will soon return to normal. The UN system remains on alert.

(6) Guatemala

(a) More than 300 families living in poverty at Palo Blanco community, located in Jutiapa
province, received 29 metric tons of food, clothes, shoes and toys following the alert of
hunger and diseases. The assistance was provided by the Evangelical Church Life
Hope. The Presidential Commissioner of the National Anti-Hunger Front and the Office
of the First Lady supported efforts to deliver the assistance to the isolated community.
The Mayor confirmed that rehabilitation works of the access road would start
immediately.

(b) The social security institute has just received a spending authorization to replenish
stocks of medicines up to nearly USD 28.5 million. However, the Ministry of Health’s
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request for nearly USD 8 million was not approved. National hospitals are about to
collapse and some are performing emergency operaqtions only. Pressure is on the
Congress to approve funds.

(c) Protests against the Central America Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) are reaching the
US Congress through representatives of the Guatemalan Unions and Catholic Church
who traveled to Washington to raise their concern. The yellow alert on forest fires in the
country continues.

(d) Under the PRRO 10212, a total of 77.5 tons of maize, beans, corn-soya blend and
vegetable oil were distributed to community-based centres in the province of Zacapa for
the nutritional recovery of children under five years of age and pregnant and lactating
women suffering from acute malnutrition, as well as to communities in the provinces of
Huehuetenango undertaking asset creation activities to mitigate the effects of shocks.
This food distribution will benefit a total of 850 families (4,250 beneficiaries).

(7) Haiti

(a) The entire country continues in UN security phase III. The increase in violence,
witnessed since mid-March following the MINUSTAH operations in Petit-Goave and
Terre Rouge, has fuelled further security concerns following incidents targeting both
transitional institutions and MINUSTAH. On Sunday 10 April, the alleged gang leader
Grenn Sonnen was killed.

(b) Shootings and incidents continue in many areas of Port-au-Prince. The security
situation around the port terminals of Port-au-Prince remains volatile, however without
interfering with the delivery of WFP goods from the port during this period.

(c) On Tuesday 12 April, the AD-Hoc Group of ECOSOC arrived in Port-au-Prince,
followed a day after by a mission of the Security Council. The visits by these two
important UN-bodies are aimed at assessing the security situation, the political situation
as well as the economic and social aspects. The ECOSOC mission visited a national
school in Port-au-Prince, benefiting from the WFP school feeding programme. At the
joint ECOSOC/Security Council press conference marking the end of the visit to Haiti,
Allan Rock, Chairman of the ECOSOC mission to Haiti and Permanent Representative
of Canada, concluded that the ECOSOC's long term plan for Haiti will include three
priorities: education, environment and infrastructure.

(d) During the past week, a total of 765 tons of food were delivered to health centres and
schools (EMOP and CP) in the West, North and North-East departments and
Port-au-Prince and to the various implementing partners of PRRO activities in the
North-West and Central Plateau.

(e) The Government’s National Campaign for De-worming in the North and North East
Departments, supported by WFP, continues with the training of the departmental staff of
the Ministries of Health and Education on the administration of the de-worming tablets.
During this week 51 inspectors received the training.

(f) From 11 to 15 April, The Micronutrient Initiative (MI) provided technical assistance to
WFP in the area of food fortification. The main objective of this third mission from MI
was to meet with partners (government and international organizations), private sector
and if possible civil society, to discuss the main conclusions and recommendations from
the fortification and salt missions (held respectively in February and March 2005) and
draft with them an implementation plan. The mission had a chance to present its main
findings in a meeting officially opened by the Minister of Commerce and attended by
representatives from the 3 different ministries (Health, Commerce and Industry,
Agriculture) and UNICEF. The main recommendations from the meeting were that there
is a need to advocate for food fortification and that the key priority is to rehabilitate salt
production so that sufficient salt of good quality can be produced to achieve Universal
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Salt Iodization in the country.

(8) Nicaragua

(a) During the past week, students continued their protests against the illegal increase in
bus fare prices. The traffic was obstructed in several areas of the capital and more
cases of vandalism were reported. On 19 April, violent clashes between students, bus
drivers and the police paralyzed the capital.

(b) The price of the basic food commodities, beans and oil, continue to rise. During the last
two weeks the price of beans increased by 25 percent.

(c) Food distributions to vulnerable groups and school children under PRRO 10212.0
continue. An estimated 10,365 pregnant and nursing women, about 11,160 children
under 2 and 53,805 schoolchildren in the Central and Northern Atlantic Regions will
benefit. Food-For-Work activities will resume this month.

(d) PRRO 10212.0 will face shortfalls through September of rice (254 MT), beans (409
MT), vegetable oil (220 MT), maize (614 MT) and Corn Soya Blend (131 MT). If no
commodities are announced in the coming months or those that are announced arrive
late, PRRO will face serious pipeline breaks during the second half of year 2005.

Note: All tonnage figures in this report refer to metric tons

WFP Weekly Emergency Report

From David Kaatrud, Chief of the Analysis, Assessment and Preparedness Service of the
United Nations World Food Programme (ODA); also available online at www.wfp.org [1] or go
directly to the WFP Newsroom [2] .

Also available by e-mail from Carlo Scaramella, Chief of the Emergency Preparedness and
Response Branch (ODAP).

Carlo.Scaramella@wfp.org

For information on resources, donors are requested to contact Valerie Sequeira:

Valerie.Sequeira@wfp.org

tel: +39 06 6513 2009

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68, Parco dei Medici, 00148 Rome - Italy

Media queries should be directed to Brenda Barton at:

Brenda.Barton@wfp.org

tel: +39 06 6513 2602

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68, Parco dei Medici, 00148 Rome - Italy
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