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Cyclone Giri, a category four cyclonic storm, made landfall in Rakhine State on 22 October, close to the town 
of Kyaukpyu. The Townships of Kyaukpyu, Myebon, Minbya and Pauktaw were the most severely affected by 
the storm, which caused severe damage to houses and infrastructure including roads and bridges in coastal 
areas. 
 
The Government has reported that at least 45 people are dead or missing to date, while 101,923 people 
remain homeless and at least 20,380 houses were completely destroyed, with a total of at least 260,000 
people (52,000 households) affected. Approximately 17,500 acres of agricultural lands and nearly 50,000 
acres of aquaculture ponds were also destroyed. Transportation to the area remains challenging, as roads 
and bridges collapsed and were washed away. A large part of the affected areas can only be reached by 
boat. 
 
Ahead of the cyclone reaching coastal areas, the Government of Myanmar and the Red Cross issued 
warnings to the population and organized the evacuation of some 50,000 people from coastal areas to safer 
locations to mitigate the impact of the disaster. The National Disaster Preparedness Coordination Committee 
(NDPCC), including the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, maintained contact with the 
international humanitarian community and has welcomed support.  
 
Assistance is being delivered by all humanitarian partners, including the national and local authorities, local 
and international NGOs, the Myanmar Red Cross Society as well as the United Nations. Findings available so 
far indicate that there are substantial needs in various sectors which are yet to be addressed.  
 
There were reports of rains and strong winds in Rakhine State as a result of a depression over the weekend 
of 10-12 December. The rains and strong winds have reportedly caused some minor damage to the 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• The UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator, together with UNHCR, WFP country 
representatives and the OCHA head of office visited the cyclone affected areas on 13-15 
December. The UN delegation travelled to Sittwe, Myebon, Pauktaw townships and visited severely 
affected villages to obtain first-hand information from international/local partners and communities 
on state of progress as well as remaining gaps and needs in key sectors such as food, shelter and 
livelihoods.  

• A total of 6,487mt of mixed food commodities will be distributed to nearly 200,000 beneficiaries in 
the four affected townships by the Food Cluster in December 2010 and January 2011. 

• Direct shipments of relief items from Yangon to Myebon can now take place thanks to joint 
construction efforts of a jetty in early December by the Logistics Cluster and local authorities.  

• A food security and livelihood joint assessment will take place in the third week of December, 
covering 680 households in 55 villages in the four affected townships. The assessment report will 
be issued by mid-January 2011. Other assessments in the Education, Shelter and WASH sectors 
are also planned over the coming weeks. 

• The 9 Clusters established to support the emergency relief response to cyclone Giri will be de-
activated towards the end of January 2011.  

• To date, US$ 20.5 million has been allocated for the Cyclone Giri response, including US$ 6 million 
from the CERF. The overall funding needs for all sectors for both emergency and early recovery 
phases remain provisionally at U$ 57 million, which will be further revised/adjusted in the course of 
January 2011 following the completion of more comprehensive sectoral assessments. 
 

II. Situation Overview 
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emergency shelters previously provided to the Cyclone Giri-affected communities. Humanitarian partners, 
who are already active in the field, are mobilizing their efforts together to respond to additional needs. 
 
Communications have improved as the Logistics Cluster has set up an Internet connection in Sittwe, Myebon 
and Kyaupyu. Direct shipments of relief items from Yangon to Myebon is now available following the 
completion of a joint jetty construction in early December. 
 
Comprehensive sectoral assessments are being carried out by different clusters including Education, Shelter 
and WASH during December 2010 and January 2011. Their findings will inform early and longer-term 
recovery strategies by the respective sectors.  
 
The UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator, together with UNHCR, WFP country representatives and the 
OCHA head of office visited the cyclone affected areas on 13-15 December. The UN delegation travelled to 
Sittwe, Myebon, Pauktaw townships and visited affected villages to obtain first-hand information from 
international/local partners and communities on state of progress as well as remaining gaps and needs in key 
sectors. Substantial delivery of emergency relief has already been made, covering the most basic and urgent 
needs of the affected populations in terms of food, emergency health and temporary shelters. During a Donor 
Briefing on 20 December, the RC/HC appealed to the international community to give due consideration to 
both relief and recovery needs with particular attention to livelihood activities and the provision of more 
permanent shelter structures to replace some 20,000 destroyed houses.  

 
The RC/HC endorsed the recommendation of various cluster leads to de-activate the Cluster coordination 
mechanism for the emergency response to cyclone Giri by the end of January 2011. Clusters will then be 
incorporated into the respective regular programmes of agencies as well as existing thematic working groups 
with support from the cluster lead agencies. OCHA will phase out its presence in Sittwe by the end of January 
2011. It was proposed that the coordination role for recovery activities be taken over by UNDP. 
 
The RC/HC has organized a series of Donor Briefings to advocate for sustained funding support and to 
encourage the inclusion of early recovery activities in funding decisions. To date, US$ 20.5 million has been 
allocated for the Cyclone Giri response, including US$ 6 million from the Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF). The overall funding needs for all sectors for both emergency and early recovery phases remain 
approximately at U$ 57 million, which will be further reviewed in the course of January 2011 following the 
completion of the comprehensive sectoral assessments. 
 
Additional support is needed in all sectors in particular for early recovery activities to ensure normalization of 
the situation in all affected areas. The largest needs in terms of funding are in the livelihood and shelter 
sectors.  
 
As a series of comprehensive sectoral assessments are about to start, the need for additional funding will be 
further reviewed and communicated to the donors and the extended humanitarian community. 
 

 
Education 
 
An Education sectoral assessment led by the Ministry of Education (MoE) has been finalized with the 
participation of UNICEF, Save the Children, KMSS, Mingalar Myanmar, Loka Ahlinn, Rakhine Thahara 
Association (RTA) and Noble Compassionate Volunteer Group (NCV). The assessment confirmed that the 
scope of the damage was similar to what was initially assessed, excepted for the number of totally 
collapsed/heavily damaged schools, which was found 67% higher than the original assessment. Detailed data 
can be found on the MIMU website. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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Totally 
collapsed

Damaged Total % damaged 
schools

# temp 
learning 
spaces 
needed

Boys Girls Total Totally 
collapsed/
heavily 
damaged

Damaged Total % 
damaged 
schools

Myebon 145 20,756 97 48 145 100% 99 11,177 10,326 21,503 100 45 145 100%

Minbya 186 23,036 3 53 56 30% 3 5,373 5,114 10,487 45 10 55 30%

Pauktaw 147 18,194 14 51 65 44% 23 6,972 6,451 13,423 43 34 77 52%

Kyaukpyu 195 28,316 6 67 73 37% 25 8,695 24,203 32,898 12 73 85 44%

Total 673 90,302 120 219 339 53% 150 32,217 46,094 78,311 200 162 362 56%

Affected schools
Initial Rapid Assessment

Affected schools (primary-high)Township # of 
schools 
(primary-
high)

# of 
students

Education Sectoral Assessment
# affected children (G1-

11)

 
 
To date, UNICEF supported the provision of 100 temporary learning spaces by Parents and Teachers 
Association (PTA) in the four affected townships (Minbya, Pauktaw, Kyaukphyu, Myebon). Among them, 41 
have been completed (benefitting 2,870 children), 46 are on-going, 10 will start on 16 December, and 3 will 
start on 22 December. Temporary latrines for these schools are being constructed by NGO partners from the 
WASH Cluster. 
 
Save the Children plans to provide 15 temporary learning spaces in Myebon. Identification of locations is 
currently on-going. 
 
School kits were provided for 7,000 children by UNICEF. A total of 283 teachers were trained on psychosocial 
support in two townships (110 in Minbya and 173 in Pauktaw).  
 
No organization is in a position at this stage to commit to the reconstruction of semi-permanent schools due to 
funding shortage. The Ministry of Education has granted a contract to a private company to rebuild some 95 
schools in Myebon. 
 
Food 
 
To date, WFP and its partners have distributed 3,000mt of mixed food commodities to the affected 
populations. WFP and eight partners (MSF-Holland, Save the Children, ADRA, NAG, NCV, ACF, Malteser, 
Loka Ahlinn) will distribute 6,487mt of mixed food commodities to nearly 200,000 beneficiaries in the four 
affected townships in December and January.  
 
WFP, together with FAO, is finalizing the preparation for the food security and livelihood joint assessment. 
Data collection will take place during the third week of December. Data will be analyzed during the first week 
of January 2011 and the final report will be issued by mid-January. The assessment will be conducted by 48 
enumerators divided into 16 teams, covering 680 households in 55 villages in the four affected townships. 
Very conservative estimates by WFP indicate that at least an additional U$ 4 million will be required to cover 
food requirements for the period February – May 2011. These figures will be revised upon release of the 
findings of the food security and livelihood joint assessment in mid-January.  
 
Livelihoods 
 
A food security and livelihood joint assessment by the Food and Livelihood Clusters will start on 21 
December. The report is expected by mid-January 2011. 
  
The results of the joint assessment will inform the Recovery Strategies/Action Plan of the Livelihood Cluster, 
which is expected to be completed by end of January 2011. A small technical group of the Recovery 
Strategy/Action Plan has been formed, consisting of representatives from FAO, ACF, Save the Children, 
UNDP, WFP and Solidarites International.  
 
As of 13 December, the Cluster has reported various types of livelihood interventions by different partners, 
including the renovation of embankments by IRC; cash grants and Cash-for-Work by Oxfam GB; and 
provision of livelihood assistance by Mercy Corps.  
 
FAO is involved in the procurement process for its intervention to restore the fishermen’s livelihood and small 
livestock in Myebon, thanks to CERF funding.  
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UNDP has recently completed Cash-for-Work projects in 50 villages in Myebon (representing 5,348 labour 
days) and 40 villages in Minbya (involving 5,639 person days). Some of the CFW activities focused on 
embankment repair, debris cleaning, ponds cleaning/renovation and establishing mangrove nurseries in 
Myebon and Minbya. This was covered by an emergency fund from UNDP’s Bureau for Prevention and Crisis 
Recovery (BCPR). 
    
Health 
 
Disease surveillance data from the Central Epidemiology Unit (CEU), covering the period from 2-9 December, 
shows that a total of 956 outpatients and 73 inpatients have been registered in Myebon and Kyaukphyu 
Townships. Common occurring complications include simple diarrhea (81), dysentery (74), minor injuries (40), 
acute respiratory infections (39), malaria (34), conjunctivitis (20), fever (5), severe diarrhea (1) and other 
diseases (735). Ninety percent of all cases occurred in Myebon Township. 
 
In collaboration with Ministry of Health, UNICEF is implementing the ‘Expanded Programme of Immunization 
Plus’ (EPI Plus), which focuses on an integrated delivery of high-impact interventions for maternal and child 
health, including antenatal care, supplementation of iron, folic acid, Vitamin A and B1, as well as the 
distribution of Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets and Clean Delivery Kits. UNICEF has already facilitated EPI Plus 
training for basic health staff in Myebon, Pauktaw and Kyaukphyu, and training will be conducted in Minbya by 
the end of December. With the support of state health officials, basic health staff will carry out EPI Plus 
activities in more remote rural villages during the second half of December. 
 
Two IOM medical teams are with support from Denmark conducting mobile clinics in East and Middle 
Phayonkar Island in Pauktaw Township, covering the 15 most affected villages through mobile services. 
During the period from 29 November to 17 December, a total of 1,037 patient consultations took place. Seven 
IOM mobile medical teams are operating in 69 villages in Kyaukphyu and 48 villages in Pauktaw Township by 
mid December 2010 with the support of CERF, DFID and SDC. IOM health activities include basic health 
care, control of communicable diseases, health education and promotion, coordination and collaboration with 
basic health staff, distribution of WaterGuard and Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets as well as reconstruction of 
health facilities and provision of equipment to prioritized health facilities.  
 
A UNFPA-MMA medical team is operating a fixed clinic in Myebon Town and covering 32 villages through 
mobile services. A UNFPA-MSI medical mobile team has visited 19 villages in Kyaukphyu. Until now, the 
teams have provided essential life-saving sexual and reproductive health services and general health care to 
a total of 6,748 beneficiaries. Furthermore, 893 Clean Delivery Kits and 918 Dignity Kits have been distributed 
to pregnant women and vulnerable women. 
 
MSF-H continues to provide health care to the cyclone-affected population in Myebon and Minbya through 
mobile medical clinics. Disease surveillance will also be continued, also because the malaria season is now 
setting in. Until now, MSF-H has not recorded any alarming data in the villages covered in both townships. 
 
Measurements of mid-upper-arm circumference (MUAC) have been undertaken as a part of the activities of 
MSF-H medical teams and the results show that among 1,373 children assessed nine were classified with 
severe acute malnutrition (red indicator), 74 with moderate acute malnutrition (orange indicator), 320 
classified as ‘at-risk’ (yellow indicator), and 970 children were classified as normal (green indicator). 
 
From the first week of December, IRC covers 68 villages in 14 village tracts in Myebon. A total of 40 villages 
(approximately 38,000 population) are covered by IRC through its two mobile clinics. In addition, 28 villages 
(approximately 15,000 population) are covered by the Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association 
(MMCWA) and Myanmar Health Assistant Association (MHAA), who provides sanitation and hygiene 
promotion, and distribution of Hygiene Kits and Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets. Disease surveillance data from 
the Central Epidemiology Unit (CEU), covering the period from 2-9 December, shows that a total of 956 
outpatients and 73 inpatients have been registered in Myebon and Kyaukphyu Townships. Common occurring 
complications include simple diarrhea (81), dysentery (74), minor injuries (40), acute respiratory infections 
(39), malaria (34), conjunctivitis (20), fever (5), severe diarrhea (1) and other diseases (735). Ninety percent 
of all cases occurred in Myebon Township. 
 
In collaboration with Ministry of Health, UNICEF is implementing the ‘Expanded Programme of Immunization 
Plus’ (EPI Plus), which focuses on an integrated delivery of high-impact interventions for maternal and child 
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health, including antenatal care, supplementation of iron, folic acid, Vitamin A and B1, as well as the 
distribution of Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets and Clean Delivery Kits. UNICEF has already facilitated EPI Plus 
training for basic health staff in Myebon, Pauktaw and Kyaukphyu, and training will be conducted in Minbya by 
the end of December. With the support of state health officials, basic health staff will carry out EPI Plus 
activities in more remote rural villages during the second half of December. 
 
Two IOM medical teams are with support from Denmark conducting mobile clinics in East and Middle 
Phayonkar Island in Pauktaw Township, covering the 15 most affected villages through mobile services. 
During the period from 29 November to 17 December, a total of 1,037 patient consultations took place. Seven 
IOM mobile medical teams are operating in 69 villages in Kyaukphyu and 48 villages in Pauktaw Township by 
mid December 2010 with the support of CERF, DFID and SDC. IOM health activities include basic health 
care, control of communicable diseases, health education and promotion, coordination and collaboration with 
basic health staff, distribution of WaterGuard and Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets as well as reconstruction of 
health facilities and provision of equipment to prioritized health facilities.  
 
A UNFPA-MMA medical team is operating a fixed clinic in Myebon Town and covering 32 villages through 
mobile services. A UNFPA-MSI medical mobile team has visited 19 villages in Kyaukphyu. Until now, the 
teams have provided essential life-saving sexual and reproductive health services and general health care to 
a total of 6,748 beneficiaries. Furthermore, 893 Clean Delivery Kits and 918 Dignity Kits have been distributed 
to pregnant women and vulnerable women. 
 
MSF-H continues to provide health care to the cyclone-affected population in Myebon and Minbya through 
mobile medical clinics. Disease surveillance will also be continued, also because the malaria season is now 
setting in. Until now, MSF-H has not recorded any alarming data in the villages covered in both townships. 
 
Measurements of mid-upper-arm circumference (MUAC) have been undertaken as a part of the activities of 
MSF-H medical teams and the results show that among 1,373 children assessed nine were classified with 
severe acute malnutrition (red indicator), 74 with moderate acute malnutrition (orange indicator), 320 
classified as ‘at-risk’ (yellow indicator), and 970 children were classified as normal (green indicator). 
 
From the first week of December, IRC covers 68 villages in 14 village tracts in Myebon. A total of 40 villages 
(approximately 38,000 people) are covered by IRC through its two mobile clinics. In addition, 28 villages 
(approximately 15,000 people) are covered by the Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association 
(MMCWA) and Myanmar Health Assistant Association (MHAA), who provides sanitation and hygiene 
promotion, and distribution of Hygiene Kits and Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets. 
 
Nutrition 
 
The results of the joint nutrition assessments in Myebon, Minbya, Pauktaw and Kyaukpyu by ACF, Save the 
Children and UNICEF/MOH revealed 7% to over 10% of Global Acute Malnutrition by MUAC among under-
five children, which, together with other risk factors, could be classified as serious state (WHO et al, 2000/a) 
suggesting a need for supplementary and therapeutic feeding. This indicates that 450 severely malnourished 
children are in need of therapeutic feeding; 4,500 moderately malnourished children in need of supplementary 
feeding and 12,000 children at risk of malnutrition.  
 
An infant feeding assessment by Save the Children in Myebon, Pauktaw and Kyaukpyu revealed a low rate of 
exclusive breast feeding at around 11%; 84.9% of children having water; 12.3% having milk powder in their 
first 6 months of age; 36.4% of lactating mothers reporting difficulties in breast feeding after Giri; and 40% 
childhood diarrhoea cases. This indicates 12,000 pregnant/lactating women in need of thorough infant feeding 
counselling and supportive measures to prevent malnutrition mainly from waterborne diseases. 
 
UNICEF and Ministry of Health (MoH) provided Community Management of Acute Malnutrition 
(Supplementary and Therapeutic Feeding) training to 48 basic health staff (BHS) and 3 medical officers from 
partner organisations in Myebon and started intervention in the end of November. 
 
The distribution of supplementary blended food rations by ACF has covered 1,838 households in Myebon. 
The second phase of distribution will cover 3,500 under-two children and is expected to start during the third 
week of December. 
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Micronutrient supplementation through BHS-MoH has started in the first week of December in Myebon and 
Pauktaw and incorporated in the EPI plus programme 
 
Infant Feeding in Emergency (IFE) education tools were distributed by Save the Children, UNICEF, IRC and 
other partners in the affected townships. Save the Children is planning the IFE project in 30 villages in 
Myebon, establishing community posts with breast-feeding counsellors through the CERF funding. 
 
Nutrition monitoring has started in the mobile clinics operated by the Nutrition cluster partners (IRC in 40 
villages in Myebon and MSF-Holland in Myebon and Minbya), covering 1,373 children to date. 
 
 
Emergency Shelter and NFIs 

       
As of 15 December 2010, the emergency shelter kits distribution has reached 45% of the 52,000 affected 
households. The distribution of relief items remains challenging due to the natural geography of the affected 
areas hindered by poor and damaged infrastructure. The additional relief items for some 22,000 households 
are planned to be distributed over the coming months.  
 
There were reports of heavy rains and strong winds in Rakhine State over the weekend of 10-12 December. 
The strong winds reportedly caused some damages to the tarpaulins and the poor, self-reconstructed shelter 
structure by the affected population. 
 
Assessments to identify overall shelter needs by the Technical Working Group of the Cluster are on-going. 
The comprehensive assessment is expected to be finalised on 4 January 2011 by Solidarité, NCV and UN-
Habitat. 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
 
The WASH Cluster is finalising an assessment format for its comprehensive assessment, which will start in 
the coming weeks.  Sampling will be based on a simple stratification of the population numbers and distance 
from the coast line.  
 
WASH Cluster Coordinator visited four villages in Myebon Township from 29 November to 3 December 2010. 
The Coordinator had meetings with WASH agencies, key stakeholders, including government officials, from 
Myebon and Sittwe Townships. Overall observation indicates that the most critical need lies where ponds 
have been flooded with sea water and no other water source is available or known.  
 
UNDP offices in Kyaukpyu, Minbya and Myebon are carrying out the well repair and cleaning activities in 12 
villages in Myebon.  
 
UNICEF is planning to construct five gravity flow water systems, three pipe water systems and 10 shallow 
tubewells for 1,100 households in Myebon. The organization is also working on the procurement of 8,000 
aluminum pots and 5,000 plastic buckets (45L) for 4,000 households in Myebon. 
 
DRC, in partnership with SVS, is conducting NFI distribution in Daingbon village tract in Myebon Township, 
covering 2,374 households. 
 
Logistics 
 
The joint WFP/UNICEF jetty construction, with technical assistance from Bridge Asia Japan, and support from 
local authorities in Myebon has been completed on 9 December with unloading of boats commencing on 10 
December. This will provide direct logistic hub access from warehouse to vessels for loading and unloading 
and allow direct shipments from Yangon to Myebon. 
 
Several organizations raised concerns regarding increased cost of transporting relief items to the affected 
areas. As a result, the Logistics Cluster has consolidated information on transportation rates (from Yangon to 
the affected areas) from different agencies. The consolidated list has been distributed among Logistics 
Cluster members. 
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Storage capacity has been augmented to 14,000 cubic metre and space is available to the humanitarian 
community in Sittwe, Myebon and Kyaupyu. Merlin and Network Action Group (NAG) are currently utilizing 
space in Myebon with requests from other agencies for temporary storage in all three hubs.  
 
Internet connectivity remains operational in Sittwe, Myebon and Kyaupyu. A common laptop is available for 
use by agencies in the WFP offices. Time limits and notification is required to ensure availability.  
 
Updated logistics map of the Giri-affected areas and meeting minutes are available at 
www.logcluster.org/ops/mmr10a/. 
 
 

 
Inter-agency coordination meetings between local and international NGOs and UN agencies have been held 
regularly in Yangon and Sittwe. Bilateral meetings between local authorities and humanitarian partners take 
place regularly in Sittwe. 
 
Donor Briefings chaired by the RC/HC are held in Yangon on a regular basis. 
 
OCHA will continue supporting overall coordination meetings in Sittwe and Myebon until end of January 2011. 
 
The MIMU has developed a webpage dedicated to the response to Cyclone Giri: http://www.themimu.info/ 
HTML/Maps/Giri_index.html. Assessment data and 3W (Who-What-Where) information on the cyclone 
response are being compiled by the MIMU. Please send any updates to vognild@un.org  and 
ei.ei.thein@undp.org. 
 
 

 
To date, US$ 20.5 million has been allocated for the Cyclone Giri response, including US$ 6 million from the 
CERF. The overall funding needs for all sectors for both emergency and early recovery phases remain 
approximately at U$ 57 million, which will be further reviewed in the course of January 2011 following the 
completion of the comprehensive sectoral assessments. 
 
Donors are encouraged to contribute to the cyclone response efforts of humanitarian partners, as well as to 
report to the Financial Tracking Service, which records all humanitarian contributions to Myanmar. For more 
information, please visit: http://fts.unocha.org/. 
 

 
Please contact: 
Myanmar: Thierry Delbreuve, Head of Office 
delbreuve@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 801 or +95 (0) 95 11 26 52 
 
Myanmar: Natthinee Rodraksa, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
rodraksa@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 811 or +95 (0) 98 60 28 48 
 
New York: Alf Blikberg, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
blikberg@un.org, +1-917-367-0215 Room 06060-A 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


