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OCHA UNICEF 

 

SOUTHERN AFRICA REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY UPDATE 
MARCH 2011 

 

Lesotho 
• Following the joint rapid assessment led by DMA, the World Bank is assisting the country to undertake Post Disaster Needs Assessment to further understand the 

impact of heavy rains on different sectors. 
• Poor crop production is anticipated this year. 

Madagascar 
• Tropical Storm BINGIZA passed over the southern of Madagascar before exited through the South-East costs in mid-February. Damage has rather touched 

infrastructures than crops.  

• After a stable price of rice in January, the rise has resumed. 

Malawi 
• Average maize price/Kg remains the same from January and February 

• Nsanje and Chikhwawa Districts to continue to receive WFP food assistance for three months until the end of the lean season.  

• Prolonged dry spells has affected parts of the Southern and Central Regions, threatening prospects of bumper yield should it continue 

Mozambique 
• Government downgraded the alert status from orange to red following an overall decrease in the hydrometric levels in all river basins.  

• Floods and storms affected a total of 12,952 families and 33,841 ha of planted area. About 22,200 ha are considered lost.   

• The Emergency Food Security and Nutrition Assessment (EFSA)  was postponed to mid March 2011 

Namibia 
• Concern in northern Namibia; flooding has started to occur in the Oshana region. 

• The flood wave in the upper Zambezi River is stabilizing below 6.50m at Katima Mulilo. 

• National household food security situation remains satisfactory with the exception of Caprivi and Kavango regions 

South Africa • The expected production of maize is 11,044 million tons, which is 13.8% less than the 12,815 million tons in the previous season. 

Swaziland 
• Fuel prices (both petrol and diesel)  increased by SZL 0.80 per litre   

• Maize is stagnating due to the prolonged dry spells from January 2011 

Zambia 
• The food security situation in the country has remained fairly stable owing to the surplus production during the 2010/11 consumption season 

• Continued opening of the Kariba Spillway gates has affected most of crop lands in lower Zambezi basin  

Zimbabwe 
• Production prospects in Masvingo, Manicaland, Matebeleland South and southern parts of Midland Province have been severely impacted on by the long dry spell 

from end of January 2011.  

• The cost of the food basket has increased by 17% from September 2010 to January 2011 making it increasingly inaccessible to the poor. 
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OCHA UNICEF 
Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: LESOTHO 

Updated – March 2011 

Highlights • Following the joint rapid assessment led by DMA, the World Bank is assisting the country to undertake Post Disaster Needs Assessment to further understand the impact of 
heavy rains on different sectors. Poor crop production is anticipated this year. 

• The UN Emergency and Response Task Force chaired by WFP and co-chaired by UNDP met with NGOs to respond to the impact of heavy rains.   

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

• As of February, actual cumulative 
rainfall from September 2010 is 
above normal across the country.  

• This year, crop production is 
expected to be poor following the 
heavy rains received between 
December and February. Field 
operations, especially weeding was 
low especially in the northern region 
due to persistent rains and water-
logging.  

• Crop conditions range from fair to 
bad in most places, mostly at 
vegetative and flowering stages.  

• The Bureau of Statistics will conduct 
the crop forecasting exercise in the 
first two weeks of April; DMA will 
lead the annual vulnerability 
assessment in May/June (updating of 
the VAC baseline will be done 
starting 28th March); DMA with 
support of World Bank and the UN 
will also conduct the Post Disaster 
Needs Assessment following the 
heavy rains. Data collection is 
expected to start in April. These 
assessments are expected to inform 
on the agriculture and food security 
situation. 

• According to the NEWU 
balance sheet, planned imports 
for the 2010/11 season 
amounted to 230.170 MT. This 
leaves the country with 
uncovered shortfall of about 
79,286MT 

• Central Bank February report 
shows that in December 2010, 
inflation remained at 3.1% for the 
3rd month in a row. Food 
inflation, which constitutes the 
biggest share of the food basket 
increased slightly from 3.8% in 
November to 3.9% in December. 
Inflation in 2011 is expected to 
remain low due to the expected 
low inflation in South Africa. 
 

• Based on the mid February 
projections by the VAC, about 
250,000 people will need food 
support in the next 12 months as 
a result of the heavy rains. 

 

• The Government-led rapid 
assessment indicated that the 
cases of diarrhoea are high due to 
contamination of water and poor 
sanitation.  

• The World Vision study on the 
impact of heavy rains shows that 
water systems that served over 
1000 households and pipes 
constructed by World Vision in 
Mapoteng catchment area were 
washed away and this has posed a 
big challenge for clean drinking 
water.  

• Accessibility to some health 
facilities especially the mountain 
regions is cut, making it difficult 
for patients to receive their 
regular supply of drugs such as for 
ART and TB treatment. 
 

• The 2009/10 Lesotho Agricultural 
Census data analysis is ongoing (led 
by the Bureau of Statistics) and the 
preliminary report expected early 
this year. 

• Most of the NGOs are either re-
scheduling resources for planned 
interventions to go towards a 
response to the heavy rains or have 
sought extra resources from their 
headquarters. So far Red Cross has 
received support for non-food items 
such as tents, kitchen sets, and 
blankets for affected households, 
and the UN has also contributed 
about US$50,000 for NFIs. 

• The 2011 budget speech shows that 
a slight increase in SACU revenue 
to M2,752.6 million next year 
compared to M2,161.9 million this 
year is expected. In 2012/13 and 
2013/14 the SACU Revenue is 
expected to be M4,287.0 million and 
M4,480.1 million, respectively.  

• Four assessment are planned 
between April and May 2011; 
Updating of the VAC baselines, 
annual VAC assessment, crop 
forecasting and post-disaster needs 
assessment. 
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OCHA UNICEF 

Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: MADAGASCAR 

Updated – March 2011 

Highlights • Tropical Storm BINGIZA passed over the southern of Madagascar before exited through the South-East costs in mid-February. Damage has rather touched infrastructures 
than crops.  

• After a stable price of rice in January, the rise has resumed. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

• Maize harvest already started in 
some districts of the south. 
Production is expected to be 
good after the sufficient rainfall 
received since November 2010. 

• After Bingiza, the rapid 
assessment conducted in the 
south-eastern region reported less 
damage than expected. 

•  Nonetheless, the districts of 
Vohipeno, Farafangàna and 
Vangaindrano in the Southeast are 
the most affected. Damage to the 
agricultural sector is considered 
important in those three districts. 

• In the South, the passage of MTS 
BINGIZA caused heavy damages 
on the national roads linking the 
three regions of South to other 
regions. The movement of goods 
has been severely disrupted. The 
staple food mainly imported from 
other regions went scarce and 
their prices increased. In addition, 
delivery of food aid was also 
affected by the very poor road 
conditions. 

• At national level, availability of rice 
in local markets is still 
compromised due to the lack of 
supply and to the low purchasing 
power of households. However, 
Madagascar exports more than 
400 000 MT of rice each year 
(89,890 MT during the first 
quarter of 2010). Therefore, the 
government decided to forbid rice 
export since early march. 

• Compared to end-January, the 
increase was 8% for local rice and 
4% for imported rice. The paddy 
price is slightly down (-1%). 

• The increase has picked up since 
late January mainly due to the 
depletion of off season rice crops 
in some producing areas and to 
difficulties of access caused by the 
cyclone BINGIZA in others. 

• The price of imported rice is kept 
at a very high because of local 
market distortion (the state has 
imported and sells 16,952 MT of 
rice) and of fluctuation in 
international price. 

• Sudden rise in sugar price was also 
noticed and prices of other staple 
products are continuing to 
increase. Moreover, price of 
kerosene has also increased by 6% 
(1.04$ per litre). 

• According to the Comprehensive 
Food Security and Nutrition 
Vulnerability Assessment, the 
region of Vatovavy Fitovinany in the 
southeast had the highest 
prevalence of acute malnutrition 
(8.8%) followed by Atsimo 
Andrefana in the south west 
(8.1%). Sava (1.9%) in the north 
east followed by Menabe (2.6%) in 
the west had the lowest 
prevalence. 

• It is important to note the survey 
was carried out after the harvest 
and before the lean season. 
Therefore the results present the 
“best” case scenario. Acute 
malnutrition levels are likely to 
worsen as the lean season 
progress reaching a peak in 
March/April in most of the 
regions. 

• Underweight prevalence ranges 
from 17.6% in Diana to 41.6% in 
Vakinakaratra. As the prevalence 
of stunting varies from 70.9% in 
Vakinakaratra to 27.7% in Diana.  
For the prevalence of severe 
stunting, the levels are as high as 
34.4% seen in Vakinakaratra. 

• Some localized floods remain in 
the south-east of Madagascar. 
Data provided by the BNGRC 
states around 14 deaths, 64 
wounded and 11 missing persons. 
20 basic health centers and 1 
district hospital were damaged 
among which 2 are completely 
destroyed. Around 49 schools are 
damaged mostly in the north-
eastern region. 

• For the whole country. All 
displaced populations have 
returned home; except some 
hundreds people in the district of 
Ambovombe in the South. 

• The BNGRC, NGOs and UN 
agencies are distributing pre-
positioned food and Non Food 
Items. More sectoral assessments 
(Health, Food Security, Education 
and Wash) are on-going to 
improve cluster sectoral response.  
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OCHA UNICEF 

Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: MALAWI 

Updated – March 2011 

Highlights • Average maize price/Kg remains the same from January and February 

• Nsanje and Chikhwawa Districts to continue to receive WFP food assistance for three months until the end of the lean season.  

• Prolonged dry spells has affected parts of the Southern and Central Regions, threatening prospects of bumper yield should it continue 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

• Favourable rains in central and 
southern regions benefit the 
2010/11 main season’s maize crop 

• Long dry spells were reported in 
the Southern and Northern 
regions, threatening prospects of 
bumper yield should rain continue 
to be erratic. The impact is 
reported worse in the southern 
region particularly along shire 
valley from Mangochi to Nsanje 
where most crops reached a 
permanent wilting point. 
 
 

• Maize is still readily available in 
local markets. 

• The national food reserve Agency 
(NFRA) is selling off 30,000Mt of 5 
year old maize stock. The maize is 
being sold at US$145.89/tonne. 
The maize has been certified as fit 
for human consumption by the 
Zimbabwe and South Africa 
laboratories. 
 

• Maize is accessible in most local 
markets except for some 
households in Nsanje and 
Chikhwawa districts that did not 
harvest food in the last season and 
do not have income to procure 
from the market. 

• Food assistance will continue for 
these households up to April. 

• This is in response to the Updated 
MVAC report for October 2010 
published in December 2010 
which stated that at least 500,000 
Malawi citizens need assistance. 
 

• Global Malnutrition rate is still 
low in the country ranging from 
1.0% to 2.6% and Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) ranged from 
0.4% to 1.2% in a survey that was 
conducted in the southern region 
in July 2010.  

• It is anticipated that malnutrition 
has increased to slightly higher 
levels but not causing worries. 
Since July, there have been no 
nutrition surveys conducted to 
quantify the levels of malnutrition. 

• Reports from nutrition centers 
have indicated increasing cases of 
malaria and diarrhoea during this 
rainy season  

• Despite the increase in fuel prices 
and transport costs recently, 
there are no reports on increase 
in food prices. 

•  
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OCHA UNICEF 
 

Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: MOZAMBIQUE 

Updated – March 2011  

Highlights • Government downgraded the alert status from orange to red following an overall decrease in the hydrometric levels in all river basins.  

• Floods and storms affected a total of 12,952 families and 33,841 ha of planted area. About 22,200 ha are considered lost.   

• The Emergency Food Security and Nutrition Assessment (EFSA)  was postponed to mid March 2011 
 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

Rainfall:   In February moderate to 
heavy rainfall was observed in northern 
and central provinces, ranging from 250 
up to 400 mm in Cabo Delgado and 
from 50 to 250 mm in other areas.  A 
decrease in overall rainfall has been 
registered. All rivers are now below 
alert level.  
Agriculture:  Heavy rains and floods 
affected 33,841 ha of planted area, 
mainly in Gaza, Maputo, Sofala and 
Zambezia. About 22,200 ha are 
considered lost.   
In non affected areas, crops appear to 
be in good condition.  
In February red locust presence in 
Sofala and other parts of central region 
already caused crop losses in 30 ha 
(DCAP/Ministry of Agriculture). 

• WFP Mozambique started 
2011 procured 4,333 MT of 
local products, of which 
3,767 MT is maize and 
566MT of pigeon peas.  

• Between 2009-2011 WFP 
purchased a total of 33,664 
MT of commodities for 
WFP programmes in 
Mozambique, from which 
P4P accounts for 16% of 
the total food procured 
locally (5,275 MT)  

• In February Government 
announced the likelihood 
of food price increases in 
March, specifically in oil 
and bread due to a rise in 
international prices. 

• Wheat flour for pastry 
increased from 1.143 to 
1.243,00 MT/ bag of 50 kg.    

• MISAU, SETSAN, UN 
agencies and World Bank 
prepared a proposal for the 
coordination, 
implementation and funding 
of the National Plan for 
Reduction of Chronic 
Malnutrition and for the 
achievement of MDG 4 and 
5.  

• An Urban Vulnerability 
Analysis for Food Security 
and Nutrition (Urban VA)  
was conducted in 
December 2010 and 
January 2011.   

• Red alert downgraded to 
orange. Floods and storms 
affected a total of 12,952 
families, due to Maputo, 
Limpopo and Zambezi 
rivers flooding (southern 
and center regions) and 
heavy rains in northern 
Cabo Delgado.  

• Preliminary results of 
Urban VA study indicate 
that difficulties to acquire 
food were considered the 
main shock of households, 
due to the increase of food 
prices and reduced access 
to money. 

•  The results indicated that 
households consumed less 
food and the use of savings 
and some sales of assets 
are used as coping 
mechanisms. 
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OCHA UNICEF 
 

Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: NAMIBIA 

Updated – March 2011 

Highlights • Concern in northern Namibia; flooding has started to occur in the Oshana region. 

• The flood wave in the upper Zambezi River is stabilizing below 6.50m at Katima Mulilo. 

•     National household food security situation remains satisfactory with the exception of Caprivi and Kavango regions 

 

Agriculture Situation  Food Availability   Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization 

Comments 

• The 2010/11 cropping season 
received a normal start of the 
rain in Caprivi and Kavango 
regions, and a slight delay by one 
month in the north central 
regional. 

• Poor grazing threatens livestock 
conditions in Ohangwena and 
Oshikoto regions, but the rains 
received in January should see 
conditions improving. 

• Generally household food 
security situation remains 
satisfactory till the next Harvest. 

• Household food stock from last 
harvest said to last till next 
harvest with the exception of 
Caprivi and Kavango regions, 
where household are now reliant 
on purchases from markets or 
government food aid. 

• Strategic Food Reserves in 
Namibia for white maize are at 
4395 MT in Katima Mulilo and 
Rundu.  Most domestic shortfall 
are covered by imports. 

• The Central Bureau of Statistics 
(CBS) released the latest 
Namibia consumer Price Index, 
showing that the annual inflation 
rate in February unexpectedly 
dropped from 3.5% the previous 
month to 3.1%. 

• The annual rate of food price 
inflation in Namibia dropped 
further to 1.1% during the 
second month of 2011. 

• The local miller will increase its 
prices of wheat flour and maize 
meal by 12.5% to 15%. The 
increases are in response to 
higher cost of the raw materials 
and threat on fuel increase. 

• The 2006 Demographic Health 
Survey (DHS) found that 29% of 
Namibia’s children were stunted, 
17% were underweight and 7.5% 
were acutely malnourished. 

• Approximately 77% of acutely 
malnourished children found in 
the north-eastern part of the 
country.   
 

• According to Meteorological 
Services of Namibia for Jan to 
Mar 2011 rainfall is forecasted to 
be 40% above normal. 

• A crop assessment mission was 
completed last week and the 
report will be out by end of 
March. 
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OCHA UNICEF 
 

Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: SOUTH AFRICA 

Updated – March 2011 

Highlights • The expected production of maize is 11,044 million tons, which is 13.8% less than the 12,815 million tons in the previous season. 
 

 

Agricultural  Situat ion Food Avai labi l i ty  Food Access/Prices  Nutrit ion,  Health and 
Food Ut i l izat ion Comments 

• The weather conditions in the 
eastern parts of the country have 
been less than favourable in the 
month of February. 

• The expected production of 
wheat is 1,465 million tons, 
which is 25,2% less than the 
previous seasons’ crop of 1,958 
million tons. 

 

• Projected closing stock of maize 
for 2010/11 marketing season is 
1,718 million tonnes.  Enough to 
cover both local demand and 
export. 
 

• The headline CPI (for all urban 
areas) annual inflation rate in 
January 2011 was 3,7%.  This 
rate was 0,2% higher than the 
corresponding annual rate of 
3,5% in December 2010.  On 
average, prices increased by 
0,4% between December 2010 
and January 2011. 

• The food and non-alcoholic 
beverages index increased by 
2,2% between December 2010 
and January 2011. 

 

• The infant mortality rate was 
49/1000 live births in 2009 (State 
of the World’s Children report, 
2009). The main cause of under-
five mortality is AIDS, 
representing 35% of all deaths in 
that age group. 

• UNICEF has supported Vitamin 
A campaign.  Food stables 
fortification with vitamin A & B, 
iron and Zinc. Vitamin A 
supplementation is provided in 
health facilities through doses 
targeting 90% of 6-11 months, 
80% of 12-59 months and 90% 
postpartum women. 8,600 
individuals living with HIV/AIDS 
are targeted with nutritional 
supplements. 

• According to the latest 
Food Price Monitor by 
the National Agricultural 
Marketing Council 
(NAMC) - in 
January2011, rural 
consumers paid R17,55 
more than urban 
consumers for the same 
food basket, a 9% 
increase from the R16,12 
price difference reported 
for October 2010 in the 
November 2010 Food 
Price Monitor. 
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OCHA UNICEF 

Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: SWAZILAND 

Updated – March 2011 

Highlights • Fuel prices (both petrol and diesel)  increased by SZL 0.80 per litre   

• Maize is stagnating due to the prolonged dry spells from January 2011 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

• According to the Swaziland 
Meteorological Services all the 
Agro-ecological zones received 
much below average rainfall due 
to cyclonic weather activities 
over the Indian Ocean and a 
quasi-stationery upper level high 
pressure over the area. 

• The yield estimates derived from 
the Water Balance Model ran in 
Agrometshell, depict an increase 
in yields compared to last season. 

• Maize crop is stagnating at 
Flowering to Grain-filling stages in 
most parts of the Lowveld and 
some parts of the Middleveld and 
Lubombo Plateau. This is due to 
the persistent dry spells that have 
been prevalent since the last 
dekad of January 2011. 

• Food assistance will be distributed 
to 20 constituencies in the 
country.  So far 2,750MT of maize 
meal targeting the elderly, child 
headed households and people on 
living with chronic illnesses have 
been delivered by the Disaster 
Management Agency (NDMA) 
 

• This month there was an increase 
in the price of maize according to 
National Maize Cooperation. A 
50kg bag increased from SZL100.00 
to SZL 120.00 and the price of a 
ton is SZL 1950.00  

• In the month of March there has 
been an increase in the prices of 
fuel. The price of petrol and diesel 
increased by SZL0.80 per litre, the 
price for paraffin increased by SZL 
0.60. This increase has resulted in a 
hike in tariffs for public transport.  

• Across the country, the price of 
cooking oil has increased by an 
average of SZL2.00 compared to 
last month.  

• The inflation rate increased by 
0.46% between December and 
January 

• The ministry of health has 
launched a measles campaign 
whereby all children under the 
age of 5 years will be 
immunised. 

• Through the Immediate disease 
surveillance and notification 
systems which monitors 
outbreaks and trigger rapid 
responses; there are 6 
suspected cases of polio in the 
country, 152 suspected measles 
cases and 8 human rabies cases. 

• The Emergency preparedness 
and response unit within the 
ministry of Health has come out 
to warn the nation against 
diseases associated with heavy 
rains such cholera. As part of 
the government plans for 
preparedness, a roadmap for 
mitigation has been put in place.  
 

• The preliminary results of the 
2010 Multi Cluster Index Survey 
was presented to stakeholders. 

• WFP Swaziland has engaged a 
consultant to assist the VAC 
incorporate gender and HIV into 
the annual vulnerability 
assessments; this will translate 
into the review of data collection 
tool, and analysis framework. The 
revised tool will be used in the 
2011 assessment. 

• The 2009/10 Swaziland 
Household Income and 
Expenditure Survey was launched 
this month. The report revealed 
that poverty headcount declined 
from 69% to 63% 
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OCHA UNICEF 
 

Southern Africa Regional Food Security Situation Update: ZAMBIA 

Updated – February 2011 

Highlights • The food security situation in the country has remained fairly stable owing to the surplus production the country had during the 2010/11 consumption season 

• Continued opening of the Kariba Spillway gates has affected most of crop lands in lower Zambezi basin  
• Data collection for the Crop Forecasting Survey for 2010/11 agriculture season is underway 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

• Early planted maize crop has 
reached flowering stage in most 
parts of the country except for 
some parts of Kazungula, 
Sesheke, Shang;ombo and Monze 
districts which had a late of 
rainfall (December 2010) 

• There is a higher likelihood of 
increased crop failure in 
Luangwa district and some 
extreme southern parts 
Sesheke, Kazungula, Choma and 
Mazabuka districts. This is 
attributed to the prolonged dry 
spells which these areas 
experienced during most part of 
February 2011  

 

• Food security situation has 
remained stable despite having 
gotten into the lean period. 

• Overall staple food availability 
on markets is still relatively good 
in most parts of the country and 
this is attributed to the bumper 
harvest the recorded last 
agricultural season. 

• As of 14th February 2011, the 
Food Reserve Agency had 
approximately 857,000 MT of 
maize in stock. 
 

• Food security conditions are 
expected to remain stable due 
to the continued availability of 
surplus grain on the local 
market.  

• Prices of maize have been 
increasing despite the increase 
being gradual. This  

• Maize prices remain close to the 
five-year average and lower than 
in the previous lean season, 
ensuring greater food access for 
food insecure households than is 
typical for this time of the year.    

• According to the 2007 Zambia 
Demographic Health Survey 45% 
of children under 5 are stunted, 
15% are underweight and 5% are  
wasted and Jesuit Centre for 
Theological Reflection has 
attributed high levels of 
malnutrition in Zambia to 
inadequate dietary intake. 

• A VAC led hazard monitoring 
exercise is currently underway 
in 20 districts where flooding 
reports have been received. 
These include Luangwa, Kafue, 
Chavuma, Zambezi, Chibombo, 
Mumbwa, Kazungula, Itezhi-
tezhi, Namwala, Sinazongwe, 
Mazabuka and all districts of 
Western Province. 
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OCHA UNICEF  

Southern Africa Regional Food Security Update: ZIMBABWE 

Updated – March 2011 

Highlights • Production prospects in Masvingo, Manicaland, Matebeleland South and southern parts of Midland Province have been severely impacted on by the long dry spell from end of 
January 2011.  

• The cost of the food basket has increase d by 17% from September 2010 to January 2011 making it increasingly inaccessible to the poor. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices Nutrition, Health and Food 
Utilization Comments 

• The long dry spell (from end of 
January to present) in some areas 
has severely affected crop 
production prospects.  

• Most affected are Masvingo, 
Manicaland and Matebeleland 
South Province.  Provincial 
authorities in Masvingo indicated 
two weeks ago that 30% of maize 
crop had permanently wilted and 
70% was at temporal wilting point.  

• Provinces in the northern half of 
the country (Mashonaland) are 
fairing better as periodic showers 
have been received after the 
February break.  

• The 2011 1st Round Crop and 
Livestock Assessment report was 
released last week. Maize 
hectarage (2,096,034ha) is 16% up 
from that of 2009/10 
(1,803,542ha). Sorghum is down 
by 21%, tobacco +48% and cotton 
+45%. 

• The 2nd round crop and livestock 
assessment has started and will 
provide clear insights into 
production prospects for the 

• The majority (up to 97%) of 
monitored rural communities are 
relying on markets to access 
cereals.  

• Generally cereal availability on 
rural markets has dropped as 
most source areas have dried up 
and as the dry spell drives grain 
holders to withhold it for 
speculative reasons.    

• Maize meal is readily available in 
urban areas. Availability in rural 
areas is low due to higher prices 
and preference for maize grain. 

• Food aid under the Seasonal 
Targeted Assistance (STA) by 
WFP and other pipelines will be 
terminated end of this month. 
This will leave households in 
communities affected by the dry 
spell vulnerable.  

• The dry spell has also meant that 
the green harvest normally 
associated with February and 
March will be missed in affected 
communities.    

• Average rural maize grain prices have 
stabilised at US$0.33/kg for January and 
February’11. This is 32% up from the 
average price of US$0.25/kg in September 
’10.  

• Average grain prices for the five major 
cities (Harare, Bulawayo, Gweru, Mutare 
Masvingo) also averaged US$0.33/kg by 
end February up from US$0,29/kg mid 
February. The price rise was only 
recorded in Masvingo. 

• Casual labour opportunities have suffered 
due to the dry spell in most parts of the 
country that impacted on on-farm 
activities.   

• The cost of the food basket for an urban 
poor HH of six increased by 17% from 
US$129.56 in Sept ’10 to US$151.80 in 
January ’11. The food basket, at about 
30% of the total basket, is beyond the 
reach of the poor.  

• Fuel costs have gone up marginally over 
the last month. This could be one driver 
of the increase in basic food commodities 
such as cooking oil. 

• Fears of major cholera 
outbreaks following the 
heavy rains up to January 
2011 seem toned down 
with the dry spells being 
experienced in most parts 
of the country.  

• The government and 
stakeholders are presently 
conducting consultations on 
the Food and Nutrition 
Security Policy 
Development framework. 

• The Government finalised data 
collection for the 2011 First 
Crop and Livestock Assessment 
at end of January and results are 
expected soon.  

•  The ZIMVAC Urban 
Vulnerability Assessment is due 
to start mid-March with final 
report expected by 30 April ’11. 

• The ZIMVAC rural livelihoods 
assessment is due end of 
Apr/May ‘11.  

• Following the severe impact of 
the dry spell in some parts of the 
country, the Government has 
reportedly set aside US$3.5 
million for the Grain Marketing 
Board to purchase grain and 
distribute it to grain deficit areas 
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cropping year.  

• The tobacco selling season 
opened mid-February amid 
reports that average prices for the 
first three weeks have been lower 
that those for the same period last 
year. 
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