
 
 

 

Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah • Crisis 
Situation Report No. 16 
24 March 2011  

This report is produced by OCHA Libya. The next report will be issued on or around 27 March. 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Hostilities continue in several locations including Mistrata, Ajdabiyah and Zintan, where protection of 

civilians and humanitarian needs remain the primary foci for humanitarian actors.   
• According to IOM and the United Nations High Commission for Refugees, 351, 673 people have left 

Libya since the start of the unrest.  
• The Regional Flash Appeal for the Libyan Crisis, which requested US$160.3 million is 67 per cent 

funded with US$ 106 million funded and US$ 624,581 in pledges.  

 
Situation Overview 

 
For over five weeks, fighting in Libyan Arab 
Jamahiryah (Libya) has caused over 350,000 
people to leave the country, an unconfirmed 
number of civilian causalities and rendered the 
affected areas virtually unreachable to both 
aid and aid workers.  Coalition forces continue 
to implement a no-fly zone over Libya, though 
the security situation has yet to stabilize.  
 
Though not a classic humanitarian 
catastrophe, the crisis in Libya continues to 
grow worrisome with respect to protection and 
human rights. The risk for an intensified 
humanitarian situation remains high. Non-
governmental and international organizations, 
primarily in the health sector, are operating in 
some affected areas and report the urgent 
need for additional medical equipment and 
supplies.   
 
Though hostilities continue in the west, 
security conditions between the Egyptian 
border and Benghazi have improved. The 
area has seen the return of humanitarian 
actors and continued activity of both NGOs 
and international organizations. 
Médecins Sans Frontières- Belgium, Internatio 
nal Medical Corps (IMC), and ACTED have resumed some or all activities in the east of Libya. A more 
complete list of actors in this area is being compiled by humanitarian coordination structures.  

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER/MIGRATION/POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
The International Organisation for 
Migration (IOM) and United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) 
estimate that over 350,000 people have 
left Libya as of 23 March. They include 
170,614 to Tunisia; 143,349 to Egypt; 
9,727 to Niger; 9,168 to Algeria; and 2,800 
to Sudan.  

According to IOM and UNHCR, some 
8,840 people remain stranded at the 
Libyans border with Tunisia and Egypt, 
including around 7,340 in Tunisia and 
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1,500 others in Egypt.  IOM and UNHCR estimate that as of 23 March, 351,673 people have left Libya. They 
include 178,263 to Tunisia; 147,293 to Egypt; 11,949 to Niger; 9,168 to Algeria; 2,800 to Sudan; and 2,200 to 
Chad. According to IOM and UNHCR, some 8,840 people remain stranded at the Libyans border with 
Tunisia and Egypt, including around 7,340 in Tunisia and 1,500 others in Egypt.  

Needs:  
Libya: Although it remains a challenge to obtain information about displaced people within Libya, some 
media and humanitarian organizations have reported masses of internally displaced people (IDPs).  
International Medical Corps (IMC) has reported a situation in the small town of Al Butwen where many 
displaced families had newly arrived from Ajdabiya, a city 35 kilometers to the east which has revently seen 
severe fighting. are currently residing.  According to IMC, Al Butwen is composed of up of about 500 houses, 
a school and a health clinic. When passing through this week, IMC estimated at least 17,000 additional 
people were living in Al Butwen, residing in host families (with several families in a single home), in tents and 
in the school.  

Tunisia: UNHCR estimates that approximately 7,300 people remain stranded at camps in the vicinity of the 
Libyan-Tunisian border. While the camp’s population has dramatically decreased due to recent acceleration 
of evacuation operations, the majority of those people stranded are Sudanese (over 3,000) Bangladeshis 
(over 800) and Nigerians (over 490). These people remain in need of evacuation assistance. The pace of 
newly-arrived families remains steady, with 350 families remain at the camps. 

Egypt: Around 57 per cent of 2,177 people crossed the Saloum border on 23 March were Libyans. IOM 
estimates that as of 23 March, approximately 1,500 people remained at the Libyan border with Egypt.  

Niger: To date, 11,949 people left Libya at the Libya/Niger border. 
 
Algeria: IOM reports that people fleeing Libya towards Algeria has significantly diminished in comparison to 
the past weeks. On 22 March, only about 30 new entries were documented.  
 
Response:  
 
Tunisia: Organizations continue to work on restructuring and organizing the camps at the Tunisian-Libyan 
border. Families are progressively being re-located in the UAE (United Arab Emirates) camp, which recently 
doubled its capacity to shelter 2,000 people. The IFRC camp is under construction. Another camp “Attawan” 
will increase its capacity to 2,000. World Food Programme (WFP) is maintaining a capacity of up to 25,000 
hot meals per day in case of a renewed influx of people from Libya. In addition, Muslim Hands, continues to 
provide an average of 1,200 hot meals per day to migrants at the airport.  
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Tunisian Ministry of Health continue monitoring health 
situation of migrants stranded at camps in the vicinity of the border. An epidemiological surveillance system 
at the border of Ras Ejdir remains in place, with a number of health points, including two field hospitals, 
remain operating. Since 24 March, more than 24,730 consultations have been carried out at all camps, with 
the proportion of people seeking consultations for respiratory pathologies remains high.  WHO provided 
single-dose treatments of scabies and malaria test kits to clinics located at the border. Measles vaccination is 
being administered to all children from age 9 months to 14 years. WFP has erected two of the five mobile 
storage units that are being prepositioned in Tunisia for the crisis. 
 
Egypt: The Egyptian Red Crescent and WFP continues to provide fortified date bars to complement the food 
being distributed at the Saloum crossing point. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
Libyan Red Crescent have agreed to transport 500 Chadian nationals from Benghazi into Salum port in 
Egypt. UNHCR requested the reinforcement of staff in Chad to prepare for these returnees. 
 
The ICRC, based at present in Benghazi reports that 1,500 Syrians are stranded in Benghazi and require 
transportation support to leave the city. The Salum Port Authority has preliminarily agreed to offer WFP 
1,000 square meters for the erection of 12 rub-halls inside the port area, for the usage as emergency hubs, 
related Libya crises, in addition to three offices for humanitarian workers.  
 
Niger: NSTR 
 
Algeria: NSTR 
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Gaps & Constraints:  
There continues to be a need for long-haul flights to evacuate thousands of people stranded at the Libyan 
borders with neighbouring countries. Further assessment on the situation of any IDPs in Libya also need to 
be addressed.  
 

 FOOD SECURITY 
Needs:  
According to WFP, food security is a problematic in Libya. Assessments mainly from the eastern parts of the 
country suggest that food is being consumed without stocks being adequately replenished through 
commerce or farming. The duration of the conflict will likely increase food insecurity and the number of those 
in need of food assistance could increase dramatically. Local authorities have reported that the community in 
Alexandria transported one truck of food to Libya for humanitarian aid. On 21 March Arab Medical Union 
transported tow trucks containing medical and food supplies to Libya. Today Libyan Appeal Team reported to 
OCHA that it transported seven trucks (an estimated 210 tons) of food to Benghazi. The food will be 
distributed by Libyan Humanitarian Relief Society as part of a donation from Egyptian community.         
 Response:  
WFP continues to preposition food stocks in and around Libya, with a total of 10,000 tons of mixed food 
items, such as fortified date bars, wheat flour, oil and pulses, already mobilized. WFP is pre-positing 1182 
tons of wheat flour in Zarzis, Tunisian, to respond to needs in Libya. The agency has also signed a formal 
agreement with the Libyan Red Crescent to assist 105,000 people in and around Benghazi, where they 
currently have access.  
Gaps & Constraints:  
Better assessments on food security are needed urgently in Libya.  
 

 HEALTH 
Needs: 
Both in the transit areas and camps along in Tunisia and Egypt at the Libyan border and in Libya health 
needs remain. Although humanitarian actors continue to respond to needs in established hospitals and 
clinics, additional supplies, personnel and medical structures are reported to be needed. IMC reports 
additional need in the western part of Libya where fighting is currently most severe.  
Response:  
WHO is establishing a training center in Tobruk Medical Center for training on mass casualty management. 
A training for three members from key hospitals in Western Libya will take place on 25 March. WHO has 
established a medical supply management system in Misrata and Tobruk as well as the Libyan side of the 
Libyan-Egyptian border. WHO is coordinating with health partners the delivery of critical medical supplies to 
Libya. Supplies include five trauma kits, five surgical consumables and five health kits. 
MSF is transporting two trucks of medical supplies to Benghazi. Action Medeor, a German medical aid 
organization, has delivered a medical kit containing antibiotics and other supplies to the hospital in Misrata. 
Reports in the media have suggested that additional medical supplies are in need in Misrata and nearby 
cities.  
Gaps & Constraints:   
Medical equipment and drugs continue to be urgently needed, which is exacerbated by the increasing 
number of patients as well as shortages of medical staff. Psychosocial support is needed in the transit camps 
and border regions where people who have fled the fighting reside.  

 PROTECTION 
Needs:  
The UNHCR has developed and continuously updates a list of vulnerable individuals to refer them to 
organizations and entities that are able to respond to their individual needs. Mobilization at the camp level 
has taken place at the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Crescent camp and Choucha transit camp at the 
Tunisian/Libyan border.  
Response:  
In Choucha camp, where some victims of trafficking have been found, IOM has agreed to deploy a trafficking 
expert.  
Gaps & Constraints:   
Additional assessments are needed in the areas of protection and human rights, though the security situation 
continues to hinder further investigation 
 
Water and Sanitation 
Humanitarian actors continue to work in the camps and transit centres in border towns outside of Libya to 
assist the displaced populations residing there. Waste management has been a focal area in an effort to 
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maintain sufficient hygiene levels in the camps. In Chucha camp humanitarian partners have constructed 65 
sanitation facilities including 240 latrines while UNICEF works with local authorities on the disposal of solid 
waste.  The WHO continues to support garbage collection and disposal whilst  running a campaign 
promoting good hygiene practices.  In this camp UNICEF reports surpassing their targeted needs for potable 
water for camp residents.  
 
Gaps & Constraints 
At Chucha camp in Tunisia UNICEF reports additional needs to meet projected targets for latrines and 
showers  for single migrants, most of whom are  Third Country Nationals (TCNs).  They report a further need 
for quick lime for disinfection and more frequent emptying of latrines.  

IV. Coordination 
United Nations agencies and non-governmental organizations continue to respond to needs of displaced 
people in camps and transit centres in Tunisia, Egypt, Algeria and Niger. OCHA currently has four 
humanitarian affairs officers in Tunisia responding to needs of displaced populations along the border and 
two in Egypt; one in Salloum at the border with Libya and another at the regional office in Cairo.  To respond 
to the great need for assessments, OCHA is bringing in an Assessment Coordinator in the coming days.  
 
Inside Libya access to information on humanitarian needs continues to hinder the response, rendering 
assessments and delivery aid difficult in most affected areas and impossible in others. On 24 March at the 
Humanitarian Forum an Information Working Group was proposed to improve communication and 
information flow amongst humanitarian actors. Within Libya the lack of press freedom, restrictive 
environment for foreign and international journalists and those speaking to the media, as well as unreliable 
telecommunications networks compound the challenges for humanitarian actors to receive information on 
humanitarian needs.  These issues also pose a problem for communication with beneficiaries about 
humanitarian assistance and for the communication of reliable information on the crisis and overall situation.  
A meeting of the Humanitarian Country Team is scheduled for 25 March in Cairo wherein the development of 
further coordination structures and contingency plans will be discussed.  
 

V. Funding 
According to the Financial Tracking Service, the US$160.3 million Regional Flash Appeal for the Libyan 
Crisis is 67 per cent funded as of 24 March, with US$ 106 million funded and US$ 624, 581 in pledges.  
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform the Financial 
Tracking Service of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 

VI. Contact 
 

 
 

Head of OCHA Libya (a.i.), Ivo Freijsen 
Email: freijsen@un.org 
Tel: +20 (0)1511441923 
 
Public Information Officer, Juliette Touma 
Email: toumaj@un.org  Tel: + 20(0) 1511445657 
 
Reports Team:  
Mai Yassin 
Email: Yassin@un.org   Tel: +20(0)1511442369 
Jessica DuPlessis 
Email: duplessisj@un.org, Tel: +20(0)1511445885 
 
Regional Office for the Middle East, North Africa, and Central Asia (ROMENACA) Villa 10, Road 
83, Maadi, P.O.Box: 1182, Cairo- Egypt  
 
For more information on the response to the Libyan crisis, please visit: 
http://northafrica.humanitarianresponse.info/  
 
Crisis Mappers: http://libyacrisismap.net/main 
 
 


