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OVERVIEW & KEY DEVELOPMENTS 
 
• The Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC), Sr. General Than Shwe 

visited Nargis affected areas on 27 December 2008 including Kungyangon and Dedaye 
Townships to inspect early recovery and reconstructing activities by humanitarian partners and 
the Government.  Feedback from local authorities confirmed that he was satisfied with the efforts 
of humanitarian agencies.  The Head of State emphasized the need for community development 
programmes to ensure that these areas were built better than pre-Nargis situation. 

• In September 2008, the Tripartite Core Group (TCG) undertook a review of the situation of the 
cyclone Nargis affected population.  The findings of the first Periodic Review were launched on 19 
December 2008.  The Periodic Review findings are a useful tool for monitoring the ongoing relief 
efforts, identifying the needs of the affected population and facilitating strategic decision making to 
continue support for the affected population. 

• A workshop for providing safe water supply in the coming dry season, organized by UNICEF and 
the Department of Health (DOH), was held in Dedaye on 12 December, 2008.  The Township 
Peace and Development Council (TPDC) chairman, Township Medical Officer (TMO), Township 
officials, DOH staff, the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Cluster Lead, WASH experts 
from UNICEF, CARE Myanmar, MRCS, and VPDC members, Oxfam, ICRC, CBO and 
OCHA/MIMU attended the workshop.  Coverage of gap areas in the supply of safe water was 
discussed and organisations committed themselves to cover the whole township.  

• Under the guidance and instruction of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Social Welfare and 
Resettlement, and Yangon and Ayeyarwaddy Division Peace and Development Council, a 
township level safe water supply and environmental sanitation committee was formed on 7 
January, 2009 in Dedaye Township.  The township TPDC Chairman will lead the committee and 
the TMO will participate as Secretary of the Committee. Executive Officer from Township 
Development Department, Township Education Officer (TEO), representative from local bodies 
and NGO/INGOs will also participate. 

• During the transitional period from relief to early recovery, livelihood and reconstruction, many 
organisations are down-sizing their capacities and re-targeting their beneficiaries as well as 
operational areas.  OCHA/MIMU will continue to provide updated 3W matrixes to assist 
organizations in their planning processes.  

• In the agricultural sector, it has been noted that rice production from the last season was had 
improved, although the price of the rice on the market remained very low, thus affecting 
profitability for farmers.  Rice mill owners also do not have enough purchasing power to buy rice 
from farmers and this may result in farmers being unable to plant the next season. Nonetheless, 
some investors, farmers, rice mill owners and local community leaders are forming a company to 
provide loans to farmers (50,000kyat/acre) with an interest rate less than 2%. 

• Some organisations are expanding their programmes.  Terre des Hommes (TDH), an Italian 
INGO, has recently opened an office in Twantay.  Aide Medicale Internationale (AMI), French 
INGO is also planning to start their humanitarian assistance program in Kawhmu and 
Kungyangon townships.  

• In Kawhmu Township, three rural health sub centre in Sa Tai Molt, Nyaung Pin Thar and Tha Min 
Chun villages have not been reconstructed.  Similarly, five sub centres have also not been 
reconstructed in Twantay.  In Kungyangon, only one health sub centre is yet to be repaired...   

• In Dedaye, the Agricultural Cluster is now having separate cluster meetings, starting from 
December 2008.  The separation is due to an increasing number of players in agriculture and the 
overlapping issues that urgently need to be discussed.   
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• In Dedaye, organisations have noted that some kinds of the paddy (rice) seed distributed to 
Nargis affected farmers were not compatible with the soil. This affected the harvest.  Therefore 
there is a drive to support farmers with species of paddy seed that is tolerant to salinity and 
matches with the local environment condition.  

• The Dedaye TMO requested partners to donate medicines that can be used for treating water 
borne infectious diseases. In the coming dry season, communities are prone to communicable 
water borne infectious disease and the TMO needs to prepare by storing the essential medicines 
and related medical measures.  Organisations like AMARA, Myanmar Medical Association & 
United Nation Population Fund (MMA-UNFPA) and 71-79 IM1 students have already started to 
respond positively.   

• In Kungyangon, sea snakes are common but the bi-valent anti snake venom, which can be used 
for sea snake bites, is not available in this township. 

 

SECTORAL UPDATE 
 
AGRICULTURE 
• Since farmers could not make profit from planting rice, partners are planning to provide alternative 

assistance to farmers, such as seeds and fertilizer for cultivation of sunflowers, beans and peas. 
• Oxfam plans to provide a workshop on "Repair and Maintenance of Agriculture Tools" in Dedaye. 

The training will start at the end of January, and will last for two months. Oxfam will provide 
accommodation and meals to 11 trainees, one from each Village Tract covered by Oxfam.  After 
attending the training, trainees can act as professional mechanics in their area and will be the 
focal point for maintenance of agricultural and livelihood related machines and tools. 

• CESVI will organize an agricultural training in Dedaye between 23rd and 28th January, 2009. 40 to 
60 participants (community facilitators/farmers from selective villages, staff from CESVI and 
Nargis Rehabilitation Group (NRG) will attend the training, facilitated by Agricultural Business 
Consultancy Group.  

• Mingalar Myanmar is distributing 47 fishing boats in A Sel Ka lay, Kyone Maw and Hle Seik 
Villages, Dedaye, during the 1st week of January, 2009.  They will also distribute green peas for 
summer crop cultivation.   

 
EDUCATION 
• In Yangon hub area, less than 50% of schools damaged during the cyclone Nargis were 

reconstructed and many schools are operating with temporary learning spaces donated by 
UNICEF, Save the Children and other donors. 68 schools still require reconstruction in Kawhmu. 
67 buildings from 55 schools in Twanty and many other school buildings need serious attention 
and repair in other townships. Construction Companies who have received contracts to work on 
these schools cannot initiate their activities start until budgets from the appropriate authorities are 
received.   

• In Dedaye, AMARA is providing a private school for more than 100 high school students to 
continue their education. AMARA also plan to build a primary school in Mya Sein Kan, A Kel 
Chaung Wa, A Kel Ywa Ma, Kwin Pone, Kun Dine, and Zee Phyu Kone villages. 

• Capacity Building Initiative (CBI), plan to provide capacity building workshops such as team 
building, leadership skills, project lifecycle management, reporting, financial management etc ) to 
staff from CBOs as well as local and international NGOs, in Dedaye in collaboration with Interfaith 
Youth Coalition on AIDS/HIV (IYCA) and Oxfam.  

 
EARLY RECOVERY 
• AFXB is building 140 new houses in Dedaye at a cost of 450000kyat/house .The opening 

ceremony of 140 houses was held on 29 December, 2008. 
• In January, 2009, IYCA will start a recovery programme to construct 66 low cost houses and a 

platform for a water tank in Htaung Mu Chaung area of Dedaye.  They will also donate two boats 
as ferry for school children and as floating ambulance to carry patients.  

• Care Myanmar is planning to build Cyclone resistant shelters in Kungyangon Township.  They will 
renovate local monasteries and construct large buildings to be used as community shelters in 
times of emergency.  

 
HEALTH 
• Gastroenteritis (GE) and diarrhoea cases become more common during this reporting period.  

Recently, there have been cases of worsening diarrhoea due to improper use of water purification 
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tablets as anti diarrhoea medicine.  Partners need to conduct health education to the public more 
extensively. 

• Medical teams from IOM started their work in Dedaye this week. 
• CESVI and Relief International health teams phased out of Dedaye in of December 2008. 

Currently only two mobile health teams from Marie Stope International (MSI) and IOM remain in 
Dedaye.  

• Mercy Malaysia announced that they will reduce the number of rural health care centres and sub 
centre construction in Dedaye due to budget constraints.  

• MSI organized an Emergency Obstetric Care forum in Nay Yaung Kar station hospital on 16 
December 2008.  About 120 participants from the community and Basic Health Staff attended this 
forum and discussed Ante - Natal care and Emergency Obstetric care.  The TMO and partners 
from OCHA, CESVI, IYCA and local authorities participated.  MSI donated equipment to be used 
in Nay Yaung Kar hospital theatre as well as reference books amounting to 10,100,000 kyat. 

 
WASH 
• In Kawhmu, UNICEF plan to excavate 182 new tube wells in 20 villages where the community 

may face water scarcity in coming dry season. UNICEF and Care Myanmar also have been 
repairing and cleaning ponds and wells in Kawhmu and Kungyangon. UNICEF WASH teams are 
partnering with Myanmar Health Assistant Association in Kawhmu to make new ponds to save 
water in the coming rainy season. 

• In Kya Kut Kone Gyi Village in Kungyangon, Save the Children conducted water quality tests in 
two ponds. Result from both ponds indicates an increase in the number of Coliform bacteria, i.e. 
contamination with faeces resulting in the water not being suitable for drinking. 
Action: OCHA shared this information with partners and requested MRCS to support household 
level water treatment in this village. OCHA will also discuss the issue with the TMO to alert basic 
health staff to prevent future water borne diseases.  

• In Kaw Hmu, Care Myanmar constructed 2000 latrines and Save the Children constructed 607 
latrines. UNICEF distributed 9300 pan and pipe sets for latrine construction in Kawhmu through 
the Township Health Department. 

• In Dedaye, Oxfam distributed 320 glaze pots in 11 Village Tracts, plan to fence ponds in 11 
Village Tracts and conduct hygiene promotion activities in 14 villages in January 2009.  

• CESVI is constructing school latrines in 5 schools and at the Township Education Office.  
• A WASH workshop for World Environmental Sanitation Week was held on 7 January 2009 at the 

Dedaye Township Hospital. The TPDC chairman, TMO, Executive Officer  from the township 
Development Department,, staff from the DOH, WASH experts and engineers from DOH, partners 
from local and INGOs attended the workshop. Participants discussed and shared experiences on 
water and sanitation issue for Dedaye.  
 

CROSS-CUTTING 
• In December 2008, Handicap International (HI) started their program for taking care of disabled 

persons.  They opened a new clinic and offices in Pyapon.  They also received patients outside of 
Pyapon District. 

• Some organisations organized and participated in an ex-students ceremony and fundraising fair 
from State High School No (2) in Dedaye on 27 and 28 December 2008.  Partners displayed and 
maintained a stall for HIV/AIDS awareness raising. 

• In December 2008 and January 2009, HelpAge International built 53 houses and repaired 159 
houses in Kan Seik village tract, Dedaye Township.  They plan to build 87 houses and repair 155 
houses in Thauk Kyar village tract in January and February 2009.  They will also repair about 300 
houses in Thone Htat for elderly people in February and March 2009. 

 
DISASTER RISK REDUCTION (DRR) 
• Mingalar Myanmar conducted a workshop on Disaster Risk Reduction Management (DRRM) in 

two villages in Dedaye in December 2008. They also plan to provide these workshops in other 
villages in Dedaye. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Event  Frequency and Time  Venue  

Dedaye Health & WASH TMO meeting Weekly, Every Monday at 1000hrs TMO Office, Dedaye Township 

Kawhmu General Coordination meeting Fortnightly, Monday (Alt) at 1100hrs Care Myanmar Office, Kawhmu 
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Kawhmu TMO meeting Fortnightly, Monday (Alt) at 1400hrs TMO office, Kawhmu 

Kungyangon TCC meeting Fortnightly, Tuesdays at 1000hrs TCC Office, Kungyangon 
Township 

Kungyangon General Coordination 
meeting 

Fortnightly, Tuesday (Alt) at 1400hrs Rotating venue in NGO office 

Twantay TCC meeting Fortnightly, Wednesday (Alt) at 
1000hrs 

TPDC Office, Twantay Township 

Twantay General Coordination meeting Fortnightly, Wednesday (Alt) at 
1000hrs 

Rotating venue in NGO office 

Dedaye Agricultural cluster meeting Fortnightly,  Friday at 1400hrs Rotating venue in NGO office 

Dedaye General Coordination meeting Weekly, Friday at 1630hrs Rotating venue in NGO office  

 
Workshops / Trainings and Events: 
 

Dates   Name / Type of training / workshop   Organisers / Facilitators   

January - March,09 Capacity Building Trainings from CBI CBI, Oxfam, IYCA 

14 January, 09 GPS training, Chatrium Hotel, Yangon MIMU 

23-28 January,09 Agricultural and livestock training to 
community facilitators, CESVI office, Dedaye 

CESVI and Agricultural Business 
Consultancy Group 

Jan – March, 09 "Repair and Maintenance of Agriculture 
Tools" in Dedaye, Oxfam office 

Oxfam 

03 Nov 08 – Apr 09 Auxiliary Mid Wife training - Kawhmu Ministry of Health 

last week of January 
2008 

 Emergency First AID training to partners in 
Dedaye 

MRCS 

January 2008 Volunteer health workers training in Dedaye Relief International 

 

OCHA Yangon HUB CONTACTS 
 
Address: Office # 816, Chatrium Hotel, 40 Natmauk Road, Tamwe Township, Yangon  
Tel:  +95 1 544500 ext 8816  
Mobile:  +95 98602835 +95 8610845 
Email:   ochayangon@gmail.com 
Area coverage: All townships in Yangon Division and Dedaye in Ayeyarwady Division 
 
OCHA Yangon Hub Office Officer-in-Charge: 
Mr Edmore Tondhlana 
tondhlana@un.org 

OCHA Yangon Hub Office Reporting: 
Dr. Saw Thu Rain Hla (John) 
hla1@un.org 

OCHA Yangon Hub Field Coordination Officer 
Ms Suziena Htun 
htun@un.org 

Yangon Hub Office Information Management: 
Mr. Nyan Win 
nyan.win951@gmail.com 

 OCHA Yangon Field Coordination: 
Mr. Antonio Massella 
Tel: 0095 1 544500 ext 8808 
Mob: 0095 95179912 
Email: massella@un.org 

 
Myanmar Cyclone Nargis OCHA Hub Update is issued on 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month. All issues are 
available in Myanmar and English languages in OCHA offices in the Delta and Yangon and on Myanmar 

Information Management Unit (MIMU) web site: http://myanmar.humanitarianinfo.org. 


