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AT A GLANCE 
 

 The total number of food insecure people in the Horn of Africa 

is still hovering around 9.951 million people. The majority of 

those in need of humanitarian assistance are in Somalia (2.51 

million – down slightly from June estimates)2.  

 

 Meteorologically, the drought situation in the Horn of Africa 

has eased. However, due to the delayed February to April rains 

combined with warmer than normal ocean temperatures from 

the previous presence of La Niña, drier than normal conditions 

will persist across much of the Horn through September, with 

the exception of the southern and western sections which are 

experiencing a reprieve3. 

 

 Despite eased conditions, millions of people could return to 

emergency levels of hunger and malnutrition. The delay in 

rainfall, combined with the inability of many households to 

recover from 2011 drought conditions, has triggered a 

deterioration in food security in many parts of the Horn; 

especially in Somalia where major food assistance is unable to 

reach much of the population in a crisis and/or emergency 

situation due to ongoing conflict4. Famine is still not anticipated even though the situation remains serious.  

 

 Dadaab refugee camp in Northern Kenya is facing a funding shortfall which could affect 200,000 people fleeing 

drought conditions and civil unrest. CARE International and other NGOs emphasize that any gaps in aid could 

affect security in the region.  

 

 

LATEST SITUATION 

 

 The famine early warning systems combined with reports from the humanitarian agencies indicate immediate 

action is needed to prevent a reverse in progress made since 2011. Food relief will most likely be needed through 

September 2012 as stated by the UN World Food Programme (WFP) and the Famine Early Warning Network 

(FEWSNET) in their joint Food Security Outlook.  

 The delayed rains are negatively impacting crop production, animal pasture regeneration and water 

replenishment. Areas most affected are the Belg producing regions of Ethiopia, rainfed crop areas of southern 

Somalia and north and southeastern Kenya. Conditions in these areas are deteriorating.  

 Current Integrated Food Security Phases of 3 and 4 are in effect in the above mentioned areas (1 is normal and 5 

is famine).  

                                                 
1
 Does not include South Sudan as it is considered in the Greater Horn  

2
 OCHA Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit 

3
 UN Office for coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

4
 Food Security and Nutrition Working Group for Central and Easter Africa) 
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 Major donors committed more than US$4 billion to address short and long-term drought needs following a two-

day conference in June in Nairobi, Kenya, hosted by the Inter Governmental Authority on Development.  

 The United Nations is reporting that the number of Somalis who have fled their country due to drought and 

conflict is now more than 1 million. Most are in Kenya and Ethiopia. The U.N. registered 30,000 new arrivals in 

the first six months of 2012. 

 

International Appeal 

 2012 funding calls for $2.79 billion but remains funded at $1.13 billion (40%). Somalia and Kenya currently 

have the most funding resources (51% and 49% respectively). Aid agencies and Inter-governmental 

organizations are calling on Governments to prioritize infrastructure investment in areas facing food insecurity.  

 

 

COUNTRY BY COUNTRY SITUATION 

 

Djibouti 

 The food situation in Djibouti has deteriorated considerably. WFP and its partners are reporting 77 percent of 

surveyed households are food insecure (results from May Emergency Food Security Assessment).  

 Drought, high food prices and livestock losses are contributing to the situation. 

 Below average rains from March to May mean crisis and emergency levels of food insecurity could persist 

through September.  

 Livelihood protection deficits persist in all pastoral zones, especially in the northwest according to the latest 

FEWSNET report. Urban populations are also being affected.  

 

Ethiopia 

 At present, an estimated 3.4 million people are food-insecure in Ethiopia due to drought conditions. Relief food 

is currently being dispatched in affected areas by the Government, UN World Food Programme and various 

NGOs. Areas most affected are the Afar, Amhara, Gambella, Oromia, Tigray, SNNP and Somali regions.  

 According to the National Meteorological Agency (NMA), normal rainfall occurred in areas which experience 

seasonal rains. However, pockets areas of Gambella and Amhara were below normal.  

 Rising food prices are also affecting the above mentioned areas due to the poor results of the early rain season 

(Belg) which caused a large loss in the recent harvest. General food stocks, especially in the drought affected 

areas, are running low. In the extreme southern regions, the sweet potato crop experienced an 80-100 percent 

failure during the early part of 2012.  

 The need for food assistance will persist up to September 2012. Poor households in the southern and north-

eastern regions of the country are experiencing poor crop and livestock production due to late onset rains 

(OCHA).  

 Currently, UNHCR is reporting that 150,923 drought affected Somali refugees are being hosted at five camps in 

Dollo Ado. A new camp opened in Boramino (population 17,735).  A sixth camp is also expected to open soon 

in the area to alleviate overcrowding from the other camps.  

 

Kenya 

 3.75 million people are food insecure in Kenya. UN Food and Agriculture Organizations (FAO) is calling for the 

majority of humanitarian assistance to be focused on small-scale farmers and pastoralists (75 percent of food in 

Kenya is produced by small-scale farmers).  

 As per FEWSNET, the March to May long rains were delayed by up to five weeks in some areas, and rainfall in 

some areas has been less than 20 percent of average. Early livestock migrations which limit households’ access 

to milk are occurring in the Northeastern, Eastern, and Southeastern Pastoral livelihood zones. 

 Since July, southeastern and coastal marginal agricultural lowlands have experienced declining food access due 

to the diminishing availability of milk and casual labor opportunities, the below normal long rains harvest from 

the ongoing season, and above average food prices 
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 The drier than normal conditions in drought prone areas that were predicted are especially affecting the 

northeastern regions and limiting pasture replenishment, water resources and the overall livestock condition. 

Pastoralists will be most affected and food security levels are expected to remain at crisis levels. (specifically in 

the Mandera Triangle).   

 Kakuma refugee camp in the North is experiencing another influx of people due to fighting in South Sudan and 

those fleeing drought. Approximately 96,000 refugees remain in the camps, many of them drought affected. 

Kenya hosts 585,000 refugees, most of whom are from Somalia fleeing drought and conflict.   

 

Somalia 

 2.51 million people are in a food security crisis in Somalia with most residing in the southern regions where 

humanitarian access remains very limited. Malnutrition levels in the south of the country remain critical. 1.3 

million people remain in a stressed food security situation and risk falling into a crisis unless further aid can be 

deployed.  

 The situation is deteriorating in the agro-pastoral parts of southern Somalia which are currently in their lean 

season and have suffered from poor seasonal rains.  

 Areas most affected are Bay, Bakool, Gedo, Juba and Shabelle. Pastoralists along the Indian Ocean coastline are 

also facing emergency levels of food insecurity.  

 A return to famine conditions is not expected however, FEWSNET maintains its appeal that aid must be 

sustained to prevent a further crisis.  

 Conditions are expected to improve in the Lower Shabelle region and Urban Mogadishu during the second half 

of the year.  

 People leaving Bay, Bakool and other affected regions continue to gather near the border with Ethiopia. Many 

are fleeing conflict. More than 3,000 new registrations were received at the Dollow Ado camp in Ethiopia during 

May and June.  

 

South Sudan 

 3 million people in the country remain at risk for food insecurity. IPC 4 (emergency) levels of food security are 

occurring along the north-south border of Sudan. FEWSNET reports large food gaps will continue until 

September like in much of the Horn region. Abyei and South Kordofan are the areas which are most affected.  

 Conflict amid rising tensions with Sudan has caused more than 200,000 people to be displaced. Inter-tribal 

conflict is also created displacement with many fleeing to refugee camps in Ethiopia. There has also been a 

blockade of trade to the south since May. Even with alternative routes being worked out through Eastern Africa, 

high food prices and limited availability of food are hurting poorer households (which rely almost solely on food 

purchasing during the lean season) the most.  

 15,000 returnees stranded in Kosti were repatriated by airlift to their home regions.  

 The conflict will also aggravate crop production in the south and north. Unity, Jonglei and Warrap states will be 

the most affected. Traditional movement of cattle herders to the North are also being interrupted by the conflict.  

 

 

WORLD BANK RESPONSE 

AT A GLANCE 

 

A total of 31 projects have been identified under the Horn of Africa drought response and resilience package5. 

The total package for Africa region now stands at $1.80 billion. The current break down is rapid response: 

$0.25 billion, medium term: $0.39 billion and long term: $1.16 billion.  

 

 

 

 

                                                 
5
 This progress and monitoring update does not include 4 projects for Djibouti  
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WORLD BANK RESPONSE 

KEY ACTIONS 

 

Regional:  

 HoA Emergency Health & Nutrition Project has successfully disbursed its funding (US$30 million).   

 Although core service delivery continues in Dadaab, security concerns have delayed the planned scale-up of 

some activities.  In Ethiopia, floods delayed the final phase of construction and subsequent opening of a new 

sub-camp in Dollo Ado.  

 The GFDRR financed Horn of Africa drought resilience programme for IGAD is under preparation and expected 

to be operational soon.   

 

Ethiopia:  

 Training on Post Disaster Needs Assessment, with over 70 federal and regional government staff, was conducted 

on June 18-22, 2012.  This training included a ‘hands-on’ learning experience and field trip to drought affected 

Boset Wereda.  This capacity building exercise enhanced the government’s capacity to identify and form a 

national experts’ team which can undertake quick drought and other disaster related assessments.  In the view of 

on-going drought, such expertise will be very beneficial in assessing disaster situation and planning for 

resilience.  

 Crisis Response Window funds have been disbursed under the risk financing component of Productive Safety Net 

Program II. The WB has disbursed 320 million to PSNP, of which 107 million was earmarked for specific short 

and medium term responses related to the 2011 drought.  

 

Kenya:  

 Kenya Agricultural Productivity and Agribusiness Project: Drought related activities are being scaled up in the 

identified districts.   

 Kenya Cash Transfer for Orphans & Vulnerable Children: project is now likely to be active till December 2013, 

helping the distressed population throughout extended drought situation.  

 Health Sector Support Project is ongoing.  

 

Somalia:  

 The Drought Management & Livelihood Protection Project continues to disperse funds via agencies who are 

able to gain access to vulnerable areas despite ongoing security concerns in the region.  

 Under the project, about 97,000 were supported with cash-for-work activities for the rehabilitation of productive 

infrastructures. About 210,000 farmers in crisis were supported with maize seeds, urea, sorghum seeds and 

fertilizer.  

 

Uganda:  

 An Integrated Rainfall Variability Impact, Needs Assessment and Strategy is now complete. The findings of the 

assessments, and preliminary recommendations on Drought Risk Management Strategy were discussed during a 

major stakeholder workshop in April.  The document was approved by the government and is in the process of 

being published. 
 
 
 
 
 
WB Horn of Africa Drought Response Contacts 

Doekle Wielinga, AFR DRM Coordinator, AFTN2, WB Washington DC, AfricaDRM@worldbank.org  

Africa DRM Website 
Sources: OCHA Sitreps, Relief Web, FEWSNET, UN agencies, press releases from various media sources, WB Staff 
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