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HIGHLIGHTS 
 8,489 refugees fled to Uganda from South Sudan between the 30th of 

November and the 6th of December. The arrival rate remains high, peaking at 
2,082 on the 6th of December. 

 The refugee population of Bidibidi settlement is 252,617, which is beyond its 
reasonable carrying capacity. 

 A new settlement site in Moyo District is under development to begin receiving 
refugees by Friday this week. 

 A public awareness campaign about the importance of returning to education 
was conducted in Bidibidi settlement, which included a meeting with 14 
community leaders in zone 1 to formulate radio messages for girls who have 
dropped out of school, to encourage them go back to school next year. 

 The majority of South Sudanese refugees arrive in Uganda through informal 
border points. A number also reach the country having travelled through the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).  

 Refugees’ reported reasons for fleeing South Sudan include extreme violence 
and indiscriminate killings; ethnically motivated killings; extortion and 
detention; rape and sexual abuse of women and girls; forced recruitment of 
boys and men; demand for information and false accusation of civilians, 
including women and minors; attacks on homes, often at night; looting and 
burning of villages, property and livestock; hunger and lack of access to food, 
medication and basic services; inflation and the soaring cost of living. 
 

 

KEY FIGURES 

Daily arrival figures from July 
2016 are based on manual 
emergency registration or 
head-counts/wrist-banding. 
Confirmed figures will be 
available as the new arrivals 
undergo biometric registration. 
Figures prior to July are from 
the Government’s Refugee 
Information Management 
System (RIMS). 
 
 

7,705 
Number of new arrivals between 

the 30th of November and 6th 

December 2016  

 

2,235 
Daily average of new arrivals since 

7th July 2016 

 

 

 

414,127 
Number of new arrivals in 2016 

604,294 
Total number of South Sudanese 

refugees in Uganda 

 

 

PRIORITIES 

 Explore new sources of water to 
ensure a predictable and 
sustainable supply to the refugee 
population. 

 Expedite opening and 
rehabilitation of access roads to 
ensure provision of basic services 
to refugees  

 Strengthen engagement of newly- 
arrived organizations, local 
authorities and members of the 
host community regarding 
interventions in Bidibidi. 
 

 

 

Improvised activities for refugee children at Palorinya relocation point waiting to be 
relocated to Bidibidi settlement, Dec 2016. UNHCR/K. Kabbara 
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UPDATE ON SITUATION  

 786 new arrivals were reported at Elegu Collection Point between 29 November and 5 December 2016, an increase 
from 570 the previous week. 32 refugees were reported in Lamwo district, a decrease from 57 the previous week. 
1,349 refugees were reported in Moyo district, up from 1,209 new arrivals in the previous week. 

 Refugees interviewed at Elegu Collection Point reported continuous fighting between armed forces in different parts 
of South Sudan, particularly Yei and Juba. They also alleged incidents of abduction of civilians, rape and lootings in 
Onduruba, Lanya, Yei, Juba, Kit and Kulipapa. Refugees arriving from Yei reported that there are no functional social 
services in the area. 

 Refugees arriving in Lamwo district reported that armed groups had blocked the border of South Sudan near Lamwo 
district, leaving many people attempting to reach Uganda stranded in South Sudan. 

 

 Protection   

 Persons with Specific Needs (PSN): In Adjumani, 312 (103 male and 209 female) particularly vulnerable refugees have 
been identified in Pagirinya and Agojo settlements, with comprehensive assessments conducted to enable them to 
receive social support. They will be supported according to their needs based on these assessments. 

 Sexual and Gender-based Violence (SGBV): In Adjumani, three cases of sexual and gender-based violence were 
followed up in (two in Elema and one in Baratuku). In all cases, the survivors were found to be in good health, with 
their emotional wellbeing having greatly improved due to peace in the home. Two new cases of SGBV were identified 
in Elema, both female. SGBV training was delivered to over 200 participants in Adjumani, with the objective of 
mainstreaming SGBV interventions into police work. A number of action points were agreed upon for prevention and 
reporting of SGBV incidents, and will be used in SGBV response and prevention. In Bidibidi, a community dialogue and 
awareness was conducted in Zone 3, village 11, which 223 people attended. 

 Child Protection: In Adjumani, 95 best interest assessments were conducted for unaccompanied and separated 
children and other children at risk in the settlements of the district, who were found to be in need of education, 
shelter, food and family tracing and reunification. Regular follow up is being carried out to provide necessary support 
to the children. A child protection committee of four members (two male and two female) was formed for newly 
arrived South Sudanese refugees in Olua.  

 Education  

 Primary: In Bidibidi, 20,656 children are enrolled in primary school across the settlement. The ratio of students per 
classroom is 183:1. 

 Secondary: In Bidibidi, 4,956 children are enrolled in secondary school across the settlement. The ratio of students 
per classroom is 138:1. 

 Early Childhood Development: In Bidibidi, 2,066 children are enrolled in Early Childhood Development centres. 
 In Adjumani, verification of primary school pupils taking cross-border examinations was finalised. 140 South Sudanese 

refugee children will attend their final examination at Meliaderi Primary School of Adjumani from 12-16 December. 
The Uganda National Examination Board has submitted the list of students to the Ministry of Education and General 
Instructions of South Sudan, and the students are being supported to prepare for their exams.  

 Health  

 In Adjumani, all new arrivals underwent medical screening at Elegu Collection Point and were found to be in relatively 
good health. No cases were referred.  

 In Bidibidi, provision of healthcare and nutrition services continued in all zones through health centres, outpatient 
services and mobile outreach services. Film van health promotion activities are continuing in the settlement. 

 After delivery of vaccines to the district supplementary immunization activities resumed in Bidibidi. 



EMERGENCY UPDATE ON THE SOUTH SUDAN REFUGEE SITUATION - UGANDA 
 

 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) – www.unhcr.org 

3 

 Food Security and Nutrition  

 In Adjumani, 123 children were assessed for malnutrition at the Elegu Collection Point. Of these, fifteen were 
moderately malnourished and four were severely malnourished. Of 26 women assessed for malnutrition, four were 
moderately malnourished, and one was severely malnourished. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  

 Water: In Adjumani, the 

availability of safe water is 

17 litres per person per day 

(l/p/d) across the 

settlements. The water 

supply increased in 

Pagirinya and Agojo with 

drilling of thee new 

boreholes in Pagirinya, two 

in Agojo and two in Maaji 

III. However, water is still 

being trucked into Agojo 

settlement as the yield 

from boreholes there is not 

sufficient.  

 Sanitation and Hygiene: In 
Adjumani, the ratio of hygiene promoters is 1:342 in Pagirinya, while it is 1:317 in Agojo, compared to the UNHCR 
standard of 1:500 persons. The ratio of hygiene promoters is 1:568 across all settlements in Adjumani. 127 households 
sensitized on maintaining a safe water chain in Maaji III refugee settlement. 

 In Bidibidi, latrine coverage per person stands at 1:63 in Zone 1, 1:54 in Zone 2, 1:50 in Zone 3, 1:52 in Zone 4 and 
1:53 in Zone 5. 

 Community Empowerment and Self-Reliance  

 In Bidibidi, farming training was completed in Zone 1. All 80 participants were also provided with farming tools and 
seeds prior commencing the training.  

 Shelter, Infrastructure and Distribution    

 Sheter: In Bidibidi, demarcation of plots of construction of shelters for particularly vulnerable refugees remains a 
priority in order to ensure there access to all services, including those specific to their needs.  

 Infrastructure: In Bidibidi, opening of access roads continues in order to ensure access to basic services for the entire 
refugee population. 

 Distribution: Distribution of essential relief items continued in Bidibidi settlement. There was regular distribution of 
dignity kits containing sanitary pads, underwear and soap to female new arrivals of reproductive age. 
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OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

 Health: In Adjumani, there is a need for mobilisation of additional resources to upgrade laboratory facilities at health 

centers, with a lack of laboratory structures and work surfaces limiting laboratory services to Rapid Diagnostics Tests.  

 Water: With the increase in refugee population in Bidibidi settlement, water trucking operations are inadequate due 

to insufficient water sources and long distances for trucking. The rehabilitation of access roads must be expedited to 

ensure water supply, especially after heavy rains. 

 Sanitation and Hygiene: In Bidibidi, latrine coverage is still been hampered by lack of materials for construction 
such as latrine slabs and plastic sheeting. Increasing latrine coverage in all zones is required including at the 
household level. Latrine maintenance should also be expedited.  

 Child Protection: In Bidibidi, provision of family tracing services remains a challenge as result of lack of staff. 

 Distribution: Certain items, including mosquito nets and kitchens sets, need to be regularly replenished in order to 

avoid running out of stock.  

 Security: A police presence is required during distribution to maintain security in case of missing items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts: 

Government of Uganda (OPM) Coordination Contacts: 

David Apollo Kazungu, Commissioner for Refugees, dakazungu@gmail.com, Tel.: +256 (0) 776 411 448 

Douglas Asiimwe, Principal Refugees Protection Officer, asiimwedw@yahoo.com, Tel.: +256 (0) 772 969 054 

John Alinaitwe, Senior Settlement Officer, comdt2k@yahoo.co.uk, Tel.: +256 (0) 772 425 718 

Titus Jogo, Refugee Desk Officer, Adjumani, Tel: +256 (0) 392 725 718 

Solomon Osakana, Refugee Desk Officer Arua, Tel: +256 (0)772 854 919 

Robert Baryamwesiga, Settlement Commandant Bidibidi, Yumbe, Tel: +256 (0)774 983 650 

Armitage Basikania, Settlement Commandant, Rhino Camp, Arua, Tel: +256 (0)774 173 966 

 

UNHCR Coordination Contacts: 

Nasir Fernandes, Senior Emergency Coordinator, fernandn@unhcr.org, Tel.: +26 (0) 776 730 013 

Jens Hesemann, Senior Field Coordinator, hesemann@unhcr.org, Tel: +256 (0) 772 701 011 

 

Media and Reporting Contact: 

Charlie Yaxley, Associate External Relations Officer, yaxley@unhcr.org, Tel: +256 (0)776 720 045 

 

Data and Information Management Contact: 

Abdelrahman Jaber, Associate Information Management Officer, jaber@unhcr.org, Tel: +256 (0)772 701 057 

Shahzad Asghar, Information Management Officer, asghar@unhcr.org 

Links: 

South Sudan Regional portal  - UN Refugee Chief: World must act to end South Sudan suffering 

mailto:yaxley@unhcr.org
mailto:asghar@unhcr.org
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=229
http://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2016/8/57c5a5ce4/un-refugee-chief-world-must-act-end-south-sudan-suffering.html

