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Emergency Appeal
Third progress report on UNRWA’s flash appeal
launched 4 October and emergency appeal
launched 8 November 2000.

This report covers the period 15 – 31 January 2001.

Background

he lack of freedom of movement for people and
goods caused by the present crisis has resulted in
acute socio-economic hardships in Gaza and the

West Bank.  UNSCO reported that between 1 October
2000 and 31 January 2001, the Israeli-Palestinian border
was closed to labour and trade flows for 93 days or 75.6%
of the time.  Internal movement restrictions and internal
closures—partial or severe—have been in place for 100%
of the time in the West Bank and for 89% of the time in
Gaza.  The international border crossings to Jordan (from
the West Bank) and to Egypt (from Gaza) have been
closed for 29% and 50% of the time, respectively.

In a further reflection of the severity of the crisis, UNSCO reports that direct economic
losses arising from movement restrictions are an estimated 50% of GDP for the 4-month
period and 75% of wage income earned by Palestinian workers in Israel.  The GDP loss is
estimated at US$ 907.3 million while the loss of labour income from employment in
Israel is estimated at US$ 243.4 million.  The total loss is estimated at US$ 1.15 billion,
equal to 20 per cent of the projected GDP for the year 2000 (assuming no border
closures).  The loss is about US$ 11 million per working day.

Loss of employment in Israel plus mobility restrictions and border closures have resulted
in an average unemployment rate of 38 per cent (more than 250,000 persons) as compared
to 11 per cent (71,000 persons) in the first nine months of 2000.  Due to the high
dependency ratio in Gaza and the West Bank, UNSCO estimated that unemployment now
directly affects the incomes of about 900,000 people or 29 per cent of the population.

Since the beginning of the crisis, there has been a 50% increase (from 21% to 32%) in the
number of people living below the poverty line, estimated by the World Bank as US$
2.10 per person per day in consumption expenditures.  The number of poor has increased
from 650,000 persons to 1 million persons.

Health

During the second half of January, some 105 refugees with permanent disability resulting
from injuries sustained during recent clashes reported to the Agency’s Health Centres in
Gaza for special care.  Physical rehabilitation, prosthetic devices and cash assistance were
provided, bringing the total number of cases receiving services in Gaza since the current
crisis began to 188.
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Another 13% of all ordered quantities of medical supplies
for Gaza, including drugs (mainly analgesics and
antibiotics) and surgical, first aid and dressing supplies,
was received and distributed to health centres.  As a
result, 95% of quantities ordered for Gaza under the
appeal has been handed over to the health centres.

In the West Bank, a dental surgeon, four medical officers,
four practical nurses, an assistant pharmacist, and three
laboratory technician have been hired to provide
emergency medical assistance to refugees. Some 142
truck loads of accumulated garbage and debris were
removed from 16 refugee camps and disposed of in
garbage landfills.

Food aid and cash assistance

In Gaza, food parcels, comprising 50kg of flour, 5kg of
rice, 5kg of sugar, 1kg of whole milk and two litres of
cooking oil each, were distributed to 73,851 refugee
families.  The total number of emergency food parcels
distributed under the appeal in Gaza has reached 109,841,
representing 64% of the 171,341 refugee families
currently registered with UNRWA in Gaza.  An additional
11,500 rations are being distributed to refugee women
married to non-refugee Gazans, as well as residents of the
El-Mawasi area of Khan Younis and other isolated
pockets within Gaza, which have been under strict siege
by the Israeli Army.

Seven hundred nineteen families in Gaza who are in dire need of cash assistance as a
result of loss of income in the current crisis were provided with selected cash assistance.
On average, each family received US$ 350.  In total, US$ 256,064 was disbursed during
the last two weeks of January.  Since the crisis began, UNRWA has distributed selective
cash assistance to compensate for lost income to 822 families in Gaza for a total of US$
320,264, as follows:

- US$ 67,739 to 98 families who have lost their breadwinner;
- US$ 26,061 to 75 families whose breadwinners sustained serious injuries;
- US$ 218,500 as relocation fees to 610 families who were forced to vacate their

homes as a result of the Israeli shelling of their areas of residence;
- US$ 7,964 to 39 families with pressing emergency-related cash requirements, such as

utility payments, which they could not afford otherwise.

In the West Bank, a total of 27,687 families have now received food parcels and food
cash subsidies, in addition to 1,700 distressed families who received cash assistance on
selective basis to compensate for lost income.

Employment generation

During the second half of January 2001, 709 persons were hired in Gaza, bringing the
total number of persons hired since the current crisis began to 1,804.  These 1,804
temporary employees have been assigned to UNRWA’s departments as follows:

- Procurement and Logistics Department:
5 clerks, 259 food packing and distribution labourers, 2 Assistant Head Storekeepers
(retired staff members with the required experience) and 1 secretary.
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- Administration Department:
6 clerks, 3 monitors to observe labourers hired under
the scheme in their places of work and report back to
Administration, 2 cleaning labourers and 14 guards.

- Relief and Social Services Department:
24 clerks, 43 social workers and 111 instructors in
different trades at community-based centres in the
refugee camps, including women programme centres,
youth activities centres, community rehabilitation
centres and the Rehabilitation Centre for the Visually
Impaired.

- Technical Department:
3 civil engineers, 3 electrical engineers, 5 technical assistants, 3 clerks, 4
blacksmiths, 4 electricians, 4 plumbers, 4 builders and shutterers, 4 plasterers and
tilers, 8 carpenters, 4 painters and 20 labourers.

- Health Department:
16 medical officers, 13 dentists, 1 ophthalmologist, 12 physiotherapists, 14 assistant
pharmacists, 3 X-ray technicians, 34 nurses, 15 lab technicians and 16 clerks.

- Special Environmental Health Department:
6 engineers, 6 surveyors, 3 assistant surveyors, 450 sanitation labourers, 45 sanitation
foremen, 14 sanitation supervisors and inspectors, 4 secretaries and 10 building
labourers.

- Education Department:
336 teachers (185 female and 151 male), 250 school cleaners (115 female and 135
male) and 5 clerks.

- Headquarters, Gaza:
1 clerk, 2 secretaries, 2 drivers, 3 security guards, 5 cleaners and 2 messengers.

In the West Bank, the bids for 24 contractual maintenance works have been received and
are currently under review.  The community approach utilises Memoranda of
Understanding with camp service committees to repair camp pathways and rains,
whereby committees hire labour and purchase materials under UNRWA’s supervision.

Obstacles encountered

The impasse reported in UNRWA’s previous progress report between UNRWA and the
Israeli Authorites on the procedure to be followed to bring humanitarian goods into Gaza,
remains in place.  UNRWA will not agree, in principle, to the “back-to-back” procedure
at Karni Crossing, as called for by the Israeli authorities.  Applying this procedure would
be costly (due to fees collected at the crossing) and time-consuming as the goods must be
transported in an Israeli-licensed vehicle, off-loaded on the Israeli side of the checkpoint,
receive security clearances from the Israeli Authorities, then loaded onto a Palestinian-
licensed vehicle to bring the goods into Gaza.

As a result, the following items of medical supplies and equipment, intended for Gaza, are
now confined to UNRWA’s warehouse in the West Bank Field Office in Jerusalem:

• An in-kind contribution of medical supplies from Saudi Arabia
• 5 percent of the medical supplies ordered under the Emergency Appeal.
• 13 steam sterilisers
• 182 sphygmomanometers
• Physiotherapy equipment, spare parts and instruments
• 4 fetal-heart detectors
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• 6 wheel stretchers
• 1 X-ray machine

Implementation progress to date

A table is attached with financial information detailing the funds allocated under both
emergency appeals.

Updates

• On 22 February 2001, UNRWA will host a meeting in Amman to provide a follow-
up to the Lausanne meeting, as well as to launch UNRWA’s second emergency
appeal (March – May 2001).

• UNRWA will issue bi-weekly updates on the status of UNRWA’s emergency appeal.
The next update of this progress report, covering the period 1 – 15 February 2001,
will be issued towards the end of February 2001.

Annexes

A. Pledges received towards UNRWA’s flash appeal and funds allocated as at 31
January 2001.

B. Pledges received towards UNRWA's emergency appeal and funds allocated as at 31
January 2001.


