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The clashes between Yemeni’s Security Forces and armed elements in Al-Hauta village of Mayfa’a district (Shabwah Governorate), 
have resulted in a large number of displaced people. The last reports have declared that 90% of the total population of Al-Hauta 
(approximately 7,180 individuals according to the 2004 census) has fled to neighboring villages. Although the fighting seems to have 
calmed down, there is still uncertainty about the real situation in the areas where clashes took place. The local authorities and the 
Governor have declared the area as safe for the civilians to return back. Little information is currently available about the scale and 
nature of the damage occurred in the affected areas and a more concrete assessment needs to be carried out when the security situation 
allows.  For the time being, the humanitarian community is closely monitoring the situation and looking for best practices to support 
the most vulnerable population. More solid information about the returnees and the response plan will be developed in the next 48 
hours.  
 

 
Still, the main needs for the displaced persons are food, water and NFIs. Beside the food parcels, which the Government of Yemen has 
distributed to around 400 people, the ICRC has managed to deliver drinking water to some of the affected population.  In addition, 
WHO has dispatched two emergency kits to the hospital in Azzan  
 
Most of the IDPs are currently staying with hosting families, which while minimizing the need for urgent interventions, can place a 
heavy burden on the hosting families and exhaust their resources. 
 
WFP, UNICEF and UNHCR have already pre-positioned some stock in Mayfa’a, such as blankets, kitchen sets, hygiene and school 
kits, as well as high protein biscuits for the affected population, with the possibility of mobilizing additional stock from Aden or 
Sana’a. UNICEF is also exploring the possibility of arranging for filling in any gap left in the water needs. The actual decision about 
how to proceed with the interventions will be taken after closely monitoring the flow of returnees and the assessment of the damage 
that occurred in the affected areas.   
 

 
For the time being operational coordination is taking place to identify the nature and criteria for proper response. As part of this 
coordination, a UN mission has met with the Governor of Shabwah to coordinate the potential interventions. This operational 
coordination was well-backed by the heads of UN agencies who met in Sana’a on the 25th of September, to follow up on the crisis. As 
next steps, the UN mission will carefully investigate the possibility to conduct a field visit to the affected areas to learn more about the 
needs and the optimal response. The UN team also has visited Azzan and Raydah Joul villages and host families with more than 45 
persons staying in one house. 
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I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• As result of the last week’s clashes, which erupted between Yemeni’s Security Forces and armed elements in Al-
Hauta village of Mayfa’a district (Shabwah Governorate), a large number of civilians are still displaced. 

• All aspects of living and services in the affected area have been interrupted. In the adjacent villages, the local people 
and public institutions have welcomed part of the displaced civilians, resulting in increasing the vulnerability of 
hosting communities and depleting their limited resources.. 

• The Government of Yemen has cleared IDPs to return to Al-Hauta as of Saturday 25th of September. Until the time of 
drafting this report only small numbers of IDPs have gone back to their home villages. 

• Beside from their previous interventions, ICRC has managed to deliver drinking water to some of the affected 
localities.  UN Agencies are consulting with local authorities and IDP communities to identify vulnerable families to 
be assisted and have prepositioned assistance for 300 families in Mayfa’a 

II. Situation Overview 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

IV. Coordination and Preparedness’ 

VI. Contact 
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