
“While leaving
Penton Street
after 12 years
signifies the
end of an 
era we are
delighted to be
moving in with
PCS and to a
new, modern
office space.”
Euan Wilmshurst,
Director, ACTSA

From Monday 13th November 2006 our new
address is:
Action for Southern Africa
231 Vauxhall Bridge Road
London SW1V 1EG

Our new phone number will be:
020 3263 2001 

And our fax will be:
020 7931 9398

ACTSA has moved!
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Mozambique economy grows

Zimbabwean workers arrested
for peaceful protest

We have been
overwhelmed by the
support that ACTSA has
received for our Dignity!
Period. campaign. You,
our members have stood
in solidarity with the
women of Zimbabwe and
we are at last on the road
to success. ACTSA will
continue to work with our
Southern African partners
in solidarity to ensure that
the issues most important
to Southern Africa are on
ACTSA’s agenda and the
agenda of the International
community. Thank you all
for your support.

Kathryn Llewellyn
Head of Campaigns
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Scientists in South Africa have petitioned for President Thabo Mbeki to fire Health Minister
Manto Tshabalala-Msimang over her handling of the HIV pandemic. The scientists, including 
the co-discoverer of HIV Robert Gallo and Nobel prize winner David Baltimore, claimed it was
an embarrassment to the South African government to have a health minister who advocated
“disastrous, pseudo-scientific policies”. Their criticisms coincide with the U.N. special AIDS envoy
Stephen Lewis who condemned the health minister for promoting beetroot, lemons and the
African potato as alternatives to antiretroviral drugs. 

The 81 signatories further commented that they were “deeply concerned at how HIV science
has been undermined by Dr Tshabalala-Msimang” and were shocked at the recent rise in
unproven remedies being marketed in South Africa. Concerns come alongside recent reports
that there are up to 5.5 million South Africans living with HIV and 500,000 of them are not
receiving appropriate treatment. 

A couple of days after the petition Dr Tshabalala-Msimang was demoted and relieved of the
responsibility of trying to reduce HIV infection rates. Instead all HIV/AIDS advocacy work was
delegated to the newly established inter-ministerial committee.

The Zimbabwean Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) arranged to demonstrate for a living wage and
universal access to ARV drugs on the 13th September. The protest was intended to be peaceful
and called on the government to intervene in Zimbabwe’s economy to ensure workers could
afford to live. Currently the average monthly wage is £8 however, with inflation rates over 1200%
workers are finding it increasingly hard to feed themselves and their families. The Zimbabwean
government arranged for road blocks and police intervention to prevent workers from getting 
to the starting point. President of the ZCTU Lovemore Matombo was arrested alongside 14 other
trade union leaders. All leaders were reportedly severely beaten and denied access to medical
treatment and legal representation. Over 400 workers were arrested in total and in some parts
such as Chitungwiza workers were threatened with the armed forces.

South African scientists speak out

A construction boom in
Mozambique has meant that
in the first half of this year
the economy has expanded 
by 10%. This is a dramatic
increase compared to last year
when at the same stage the
increase was just 7.3%. The
figures for the year so far
have shattered national and
international expectations
and are over 2% higher than

the expected annual growth.
State funded building and
business expansion has helped
to boost the construction
industry, whilst good rains
and the promotion of
biotechnology has helped 
to increase yields. The
government’s decision to
abolish entry visas from South
Africa has encouraged growth
in communications and

transport, which in turn has
led to the development of
the Mozambique economy.
Despite these advancements
Mozambique is still one of
the poorest economies in 
the world and has been
warned by the international
community to not expect
similar figures next year 
as harvest outcomes vary
annually.
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● Tutu speaks out against
Zuma
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
has criticised Jacob Zuma
for his continued campaign
to become leader of the
African National Congress,
and eventually president 
of South Africa. Tutu aged
75 justified his criticisms by
saying that he disqualified
himself from leadership
when he slept with a HIV
positive lady 30 years his
junior without using a
condom.  Tutu criticised 
his irresponsible behaviour
and question what sort 
of example Zuma had 
set in “a country that 
is being devastated by 
the horrendous HIV/AIDS
pandemic”. Zuma’s
supporters have retaliated
by demanding Tutu declare
all his sexual encounters
before casting stones.
However, Tutu has
defended his position by
urging Zuma to think of 
the lasting implications of
his actions and has stated
that “the best thing he
could do… is to declare his
decision not to take further
part in the succession race 
of his party”.

● Media censorship
The controversial South
African Film and
Publications amendment
bill has been slammed by
South African media. The
bill which would mean that
whole newspapers would
have to be submitted to
regulators before being
printed has been criticised
for being too similar to
strict apartheid clamps 
on the press. SANEF (South
African National Editors
Forum) have opposed 
the bill.

News in brief

The Roman Catholic Church
has always been vehemently
opposed to condom use; 
Pope John Paul II labelled all
artificial contraceptives as
‘intrinsically evil’ and the use
of birth control has been
condemned for encouraging
immoral promiscuous
behaviour. Biologically women
are at greater risk of getting
infected with HIV, but with
religion prohibiting condom
use wives are now more likely
to be infected with HIV than 
a sex worker. This situation

demands a change in
approach and the Catholic
Church may at last be
following the pleas of the
international community.

Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini
has spoken out in defence 
of wives using condoms with
HIV infected partners. He
advocated condom use 
among HIV infected husbands
by declared it to be the
responsibility of the infected
partner to care for their HIV-
spouse. Furthermore, local

priests have justified ignoring
the official stance by
highlighting the biblical
command ‘thou shall not 
kill’. The recent debate has
encouraged Pope Benedict
XVI to commission a report
discussing the use of
contraception within
marriage. There is now a
renewed hope that the
Catholic Churchs’ official
position could change and
help to save the lives of
women and girls across
Southern Africa.

Is the Catholic Church
finally getting to grips
with the reality in Africa?

Religious organisations could have a similar impact.
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Campaigns

on June 16th in Soweto. 

They now have increased their understanding of the issues, and
made links and friendships that they can use in the years to
come, and have pledged to ensure that this exciting project will
increase youth and student engagement in ACTSA’s campaigns. 

● ACTSA is keen to engage with the student movement in a
number of ways and NUS Women’s Conference passed policy
to support the Dignity! Period. campaign, so get in touch if
you want more information.

As South Africa celebrated Youth month and marked the 30th
Anniversary of the Soweto Uprisings of 16th June 1976,
ACTSA secured funding to take a delegation of leaders from
the National Union of Students on a ten day trip to South
Africa and Swaziland, so they could see first hand the progress
that has been made, and the challenges that are still being
faced. 

As well as visiting Robben Island, touring urban and rural
areas and meeting with their South African counterparts, they
were hosted by the National Youth Commission at the events

Youth engagement campaign

Small steps to dignity
Since the last ACTSA news 
the Dignity! Period. campaign
has gone from strength to
strength. The campaign was
launched last October in
solidarity with Thabitha
Khumalo, the General
Secretary of the Women’s
Advisory Committee for the
Zimbabwean Congress of
Trade Unions (ZCTU), in
response to the current
situation in Zimbabwe. At
present unemployment in
Zimbabwe sits at around 80%
and the average monthly
wage is £8.00. With inflation
at around 1200% and with
sanitary products costing £6
per pack of 10 pads, it is nearly
impossible for even employed
women to afford sanitary
products (even cotton pads).

In February ACTSA flew to
South Africa and with the help
of the local media, including
5FM radio, 1 million sanitary
products were donated from
individuals and pharmaceutical
companies, loaded into lorries
and transported ready for
distribution to Zimbabwe. The

Zimbabwean government
even agreed to withdraw the
40% importation tax on the
products. This was a brilliant
success. However when the
shipment was about to leave,
the government reneged on
this promise on the grounds
that the products were to be
distributed by the ZCTU,
which is a trade union, not a
charity and therefore a tax 
of $10,000 USD was required.
All those involved in the
campaign are strongly
opposed to this tax as the
campaign is purely a
humanitarian issue and not
politically motivated. 

However the duty was paid
and the 40 tonne truck drove
towards Zimbabwe, only to be
held up at the border and a
further $13,000 tax demanded
to cover inflation. Although
we continue to get kind offers
of products from people and
companies, we can no longer
accept these donations as the
cost of transportation and
taxation is too high. To
overcome this issue, ACTSA

has established a partnership
with the one existing
manufacturer in Harare. 
This means that products are
distributed, without incurring
import costs and ACTSA is
supporting small Zimbabwean
business and local people. 
The partnership is proving 
to be successful as we have
recently managed to produce
and distribute over 1.5 million
sanitary products to the
women in Zimbabwe.

Meanwhile here in the UK the
campaign has gained much
media attention. We have
featured in the Times and
Sunday Times, Big Issue, This
Morning, Sky News and a 
two page spread in Grazia
magazine. On the 26th May 
at London’s 20th Century
Theatre, Anna Chancellor and
Niamh Cusack organised A
Night to Remember an eclectic
evening of entertainment
featuring poetry, dance and
drama. The event was a
resounding success and raised
over £10,000 for the Dignity!
Period. campaign.

The Dignity! Period. campaign
continue to fight to regain
the Dignity! Of the women 
in Zimbabwe and we will
continue to inform you of
news on the campaign in 
the next ACTSA News. 

● For regular updates please
contact the ACTSA office. 

Thabitha poses with donated
products.
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At the World Health
Assembly this year a
resolution which will finance
research into neglected areas
and help develop treatments
suitable for children is being
proposed. Everyday 1,800
children are infected by
HIV/AIDS and less than 5%
are getting the treatment
they need. In 2005 700,000
children were diagnosed
with HIV and of those
infected at birth (estimated
as 90%) a quarter will die
before their first birthday,
60% by their second and
most will have died by their
fifth birthdays. So why have
these children been
consistently ignored in
international policy?

There are several factors
which made provision of
paediatric ART (Anti-
retroviral Therapy)
complicated in Southern
Africa, including the
difficulty and high cost of
diagnosis in children under
18 months, limited paediatric
healthcare expertise, lack of
accurate data to forecast
future treatment demands
and the widely held opinion
that all infected children will
die. Additionally the fact
that there are very few HIV+
children in richer countries
has meant pharmaceutical
companies lack financial
incentives to invest in
research, which has meant
the paediatric ARVs already

available cost 5 times more
than adult equivalents. In the
rare cases in Africa where
children are receiving ARVs
they are usually smaller doses
of adult drugs manually cut
up. Breaking down adult doses
is inaccurate and unsafe for
the child. Irregular doses can
also lead to the virus becoming
resistant to the drug. 

Evidence shows that children
respond well to ART so it is
essential all the different
sectors work closely together
and start fighting to ensure
children have access to
medicines and the specialist
healthcare they desperately
need. We must start
remembering our children, 
as they cannot fight for
themselves.     1 LINE LONG

Children – the
forgotten victims

Stop EPA’s
campaign
The EU has committed to
provide ACP countries with
viable non-reciprocal
alternatives to Economic
Partnership Agreements,
but the European
Commission refuses to
honour this commitment
and investigate any
alternatives. 

Putting development first
will require a radical
rewriting of EPAs. There is
to be a review of the
negotiations during the
second half of 2006, which
offers an important
opportunity to assess
whether the negotiations
will result in agreements
that will genuinely deliver
for development. The
European Commission
plans to keep the review
“light”, focusing merely on
whether there is sufficient
time to reach agreement
before the end of 2007.
This is not good enough.

The Commission does not
have exclusive authority to
set the terms and scope of
the review nor to drive its
activity: EU Member States
and the ACP equally have a
role to play in this, and the
UK has a particular
responsibility to take the
lead in pressing the
Commission to ensure a
comprehensive and fully
participatory review. 

ACTSA and its campaign
partners are demanding
that the UK turns its
rhetoric into reality and
leads the way in securing
such a review.

Less than 5 percent of children infected by HIV/AIDS are getting the
treatment they need.
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Staying positive about HIV/AIDS

“I was raised in Meadowlands, a Township
on the outskirts of Soweto in South Africa
where I lived with my family until I had
my first child at the age of 19 years. It
was during the birth of my second child
that I went for voluntary testing for HIV.
When the results came back positive I
was deeply shocked and saddened and I
was dealt a second blow when my
youngest daughter’s tests also came back
positive. After finding the courage to tell
my partner, he physically assaulted me
and threw me out of the house, with our
two children. To make things worse he
went straight out to tell my boss, who
reacted by firing me. My partner passed
away two years later from Meningitis, an
AIDS related illness and I was devastated
at the loss of my youngest daughter in
1996.”

These experiences will sound all too
familiar for many women living in South
Africa. Masi highlighted the example of
Gugu Dlamini, a South African woman
who was stoned and stabbed to death in
1998 after disclosing her positive status 
in her community. In response women in
Durban and across South Africa rallied
together to fight discrimination and
demand equal rights. “The story of 
Gugu Dlamini exemplifies the levels of
despair many women face having been
continuously let down by the system.
However with increased participation of
HIV+ women in the struggle against HIV,
often for the sake of their children, there
is a realisation that it is ordinary women,
like myself, who will win this fight”.
Although the situation is beginning to
improve there are still high instances of
domestic abuse and rape, which has led
to high suicide rates in South African
communities.

In our discussion about children in South
Africa there were three major areas which
Masi felt needed to be addressed. The
first was a lack of access to diagnostic
tests and treatment for children and 
the urgent need to increase funding 
for research.

The second concern was the lack of
support for children over 12 years. “All 
of the care and support programmes for
orphans are aimed at those under 12. 
But where are the orphans of 20 years
ago? Are they the ones in the streets
committing crimes? There is also a real
risk that they could be spreading HIV and
many will be unaware of their status”.

Masi also has concerns over the lack of
‘life-planning’ programmes. “There is no
guidance for parents on how to prepare
their children for after they have passed
away. People are not encouraged to
write wills, because will writing is seen as
something only rich people do. There is a
huge need for professionals and services
to be holistic in their approach, to when
provide for the physical, emotional and
mental needs of the children affected or
infected by HIV/AIDS”.

There is still more to be done, but Masi
has already achieved a lot since disclosing
her status over 14 years ago. She began
campaigning immediately on women’s
legal rights and spoke at numerous

Focus

Masi Cowper, one of the founding members of the Treatment Action
Campaign discusses what the reality is for HIV+ women living in South
Africa.

conferences, including being the first
women to address the South African
parliament and making an address at the
opening plenary of the XI International
AIDS Conference in 1998 in Geneva. Masi
has also received an Honorary Masters
Degree in recognition of her work on
Human Rights and also the prestigious
‘Nelson Mandela Health and Human
Rights Award’.  

During her early period of campaigning
Masi was amongst a group of people 
who launched The Treatment Action
Campaign in 1998, initiated by The
National Association of People Living 
with AIDS/HIV, NAPWA KZN (SA). Their
aim was to raise awareness of the
unnecessary suffering and AIDS-related
deaths of thousands of people across 
the world. TAC has grown rapidly and
when South Africa hosted the Global
conference on AIDS in 2000 over 5000
people, many wearing “HIV Positive” 
T-shirts, gathered at the Durban city 
hall to demand equitable access to
HIV/AIDS treatment. TAC were victorius 
in 2001 after taking the South African
government to court on the issue of
access to drugs preventing mother-to-
child-transmission. The court ruled 
“about one thing there must be no
misunderstanding: a countrywide MTCT
prevention programme is an ineluctable
obligation of the State.” (Judge Botha)

“With a history of winning against the
South African government TAC continues
to be a powerful force in fighting for
people‘s rights, especially women’s”. 
TAC will continue to pressure the
government to increase access to ARVs 
and to ensure promises they have made
are kept.”

“It is ordinary women
who will win this
fight.”
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Although progress is being made there are
still challenges that need to be overcome;
“One of the major challenges women
face in South Africa is a lack of political
empowerment.” TAC is beginning to
address this issue as they understand
economic and political empowerment 
are important to gaining access to
treatments. They recognise “it is going to
take ordinary women, individual women
to stand up … We have got to make the
change ourselves.” (Quotation from
Khwezi, the woman who brought the
rape charge against Zuma, in an interview
with Dawn Cavanagh and Prudence
Mabele, Wednesday 10 May 2006).

A point that was emphasised throughout
our interview was the need for everyone
to unite. “Although the unions may have
dragged their feet at the beginning they
are now fully engaged which further
strengthens TAC’s standing. We must also
ensure businesses become involved in the
fight against HIV. Businesses should be
made aware that access to treatment is
an economic issue – if your work-force is
healthy they will be more productive and
profits will rise. It is also a legal obligation
for companies to provide care and
support for their staff”.

“If people continue to talk, especially
around divisive issues the battle will be
won. We must unite to keep people alive
and enjoy the freedoms of South Africa.

The government must work alongside
NGOs and campaign groups to find the
best solutions and not continually put
obstacles in their way. We must address
the challenges head on and encourage
the government to use TAC to assist them
in determining the best way forward. The
Ministry of Health must also stop giving
incorrect information. Only antiretrovirals
can reverse the disease.”

So what can we do in the UK to ensure
the progress made continues? “We must
continuously pressure the government to
stick to their promise of universal access
to treatment by 2020 and lobby the
government to provide funding for
research into country specific drugs. One
such drug, Caletra, can be taken without
food and does not need to be kept in a
fridge, research must continue into the
suitability of this drug and if it is the best
drug, it must be made cheaper. The
pharmaceutical companies must also be
pressured into giving patent rights to South
Africa. The UK invests in South Africa 
and it is therefore to their advantage to
ensure treatment accessibility is a priority
to sustain individuals economically.”

We ended the interview by discussing
what the international community needs
to do to ensure the fight against the HIV
pandemic is won; “We must become 
a global community and develop an
understanding of what is happening for
the common women. By putting pressure
on the UK government you are helping
women like me. South Africa has one of
the best constitutions, it represents all
South Africans, regardless of gender, 
race, language, we should be enjoying
the freedom that comes with this 
guiding document”.

“TAC will continue 
to … pressure the
government to
increase access to
ARV’s and to ensure
promises they have
made are kept.”

Masi Cowper speaking about her experiences.
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What is life like for ordinary people in
Zimbabwe in the current political climate?
Life here, for an ordinary Zimbabwean is
extremely turbulent, more so as a trade
unionist. As you might appreciate, that
life under an authoritarian rule does not
spare any one, because its effects are felt
every where in the society. 

And how about for you as a trade
unionist?
The role of trade unions as a democratising
agent is the worst enemy of the
government. Trade unions are not
allowed to hold peaceful demonstrations,
protests or strikes. The legal framework
makes it impossible to call for collective
job action. Government directly interferes
with the affairs of trade unions.

What this means that any trade unionist
that expressly or impliedly differ with 
the views of government is regarded 
as an enemy of the state.

Currently the ZCTU is such an enemy in
the eyes of government. The leadership
of ZCTU has been arrested beaten and
tortured for demonstrating and protesting
against poverty and against human rights
abuses. On the 8th of November 2005 
the ZCTU, among others demonstrated
against unavailability of ARVs for HIV/
AIDS patients and were arrested.

How is life for you and your family?
Life for my family has not been easy, as
the Government has on many occasions
sent some of its agents to abuse some
members of my family, emotionally 
and psychologically. My daughter has
received threatening letters from persons
who claim to be secret agents of the
Government. She has been threatened
with death on two occasions. This has

With such a scenario most families are
breaking up, the number of suicides are
on the increase as many can no longer
handle the situation.

Why is Zimbabwe in the situation it is?
There are different explanations to the
causes of the current situation. The most
widely held view is that the ruling party
never imagined a situation when it would
be defeated in any local council and
parliamentary elections. This happened
when the Movement for Democratic
Change (MDC) won 48% of parliamentary
seats in all urban council elections in June
2000. The MDC was just 7 months old at
that time. The ©overnment blamed the
British government for not fulfilling its
obligation to provide finance to acquire
farms originally held by mainly white
farmers.

To try and satisfy the majority of Africans,
the ©overnment argues that it had to
forcibly take over the land. Others who
support the land redistribution did not
agree with the way the government
handled the land redistribution.

In the ensuing debacle the land
productivity was destroyed. Zimbabwe,
being an agro-based economy, saw a
considerable decline in agricultural
products. Since 2000, many who were
considered opposition members or trade
unionists were beaten, tortured or killed
by Government supporters. These people
carried out extra-judicial killings with
impunity.

How will things change? 
How will things change? One simply says
that Zimbabweans are their own liberators.
Everything rests in the hands of a coalition
of democratic forces of civic groups.

been rather a bad time for her and the
rest of the family, because they don’t
know who is watching them and at the
same time who is a true friend. My family
also fears for my life as I have made many
enemies because of my involvement in
the labour movement.

How is the economic situation affecting
the ordinary person?
Zimbabwe is a country with the highest
levels of inflation in the world, at the
end of April 2006 inflation was at 1042%,
PDL was at $42million, unemployment
stands at 85%, poverty is at 95%. With
such statistics one can clearly see that life
for the ordinary person is very difficult,
most people do not know where their
next meal will come from.

Nearly a year ago the Government
started an operation which they termed
Operation Restore order. This Operation
affected most people involved in the
Informal economy. The Informal Sector
employed then 40% of the unemployed.
As these people lost their jobs and their
livelihood things have been rather
difficult. Most can no longer afford 
to send their children to school, let 
alone afford medical expenses.

Basic commodities are now beyond the
reach of the ordinary person, as inflation
continues to rise on a weekly basis.

Views

And the brave struggle on
ACTSA’s Kathryn Llewellyn interviews Lovemore Matombo, the
president of the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions and finds out how
difficult life as a trade unionist is in Zimbabwe.

Lovemore Matombo – president of the ZCTU.
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EU/ACP trade
talks: Is a fair deal
too much to ask?
Jenny Brown, Christian AID’s Senior Advocacy
Officer on the European Union gives ACTSA
News an update on the Stop EPA’s campaign,
at a crucial stage in these trade negotiations.
Little has changed in the year since 
Dr Kituyi’s comment. Substantive
negotiations have opened between the
European Commission and all six African,
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) regions, and
Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs)
still look set to be free trade agreements,
forcing open the markets of 77 former
colonies including some of the worldís
poorest countries.

Thereís a massive divide between the
Commissionís rhetoric, which asserts that
EPAs will be pro-development, and the
reality of its aggressive pro-liberalisation
agenda. It’s pushing for concessions that
go far beyond anything currently under
discussion at the WTO, undercutting ACP
countriesí negotiating positions at the
WTO and risking deepening poverty in
those countries. Its proposals would lead
to free-trade agreements forcing farmers
and producers in poor countries to
compete with businesses, and  heavily
subsidised farmers, in rich European ones.

Theyíre also damaging the prospects 
for trade within and between ACP
countries by forcing the pace of regional
integration. No alternatives to EPAs are
being offered by the Commission despite
its legal obligation to do so – EPAs are
the only show in town. But they’re not
fair!

2006 is crucial. First, because this year 
a review of the negotiations is to 
take place. The Commission wants to
investigate only whether there’s enough
time to reach agreement. For the ACP,
however, itís an opportunity for a
comprehensive assessment of whether
EPAs will achieve their objectives of
poverty eradication and sustainable
development. Secondly, because this year,
despite the Commission’s reluctance,
alternatives to EPAs must be proposed.
Without knowing the alternatives, it’s
impossible for the ACP to negotiate.

The odds are loaded against the ACP. The

risks to them of EPAs in their current 
form are huge. Demands for reciprocal
market-opening and inclusion of
additional issues must be removed, and
viable pro-development alternatives must
be tabled. The Commission is sticking to
its existing position on all these points,
and only the 25 Member States can make
it change. The British Government is,
commendably, ahead of the field in its
public criticisms of EPAs, but it must put
much more pressure on the Commission,
and on other Member States, to follow
the same line. 

Is this too much to ask if we really want
to make poverty history?

For trade unionists, the threats raised 
by these trade agreements go to the
heart of the global struggle for social 
and economic justice. Workers‘ hard 
won rights are at risk as their countries
economies are opened up to EU
competition. Standards and working
conditions look set to be lowered in 
a ìrace to the bottom.

Union leaders in southern Africa have
expressed deep concern at the lack of
trade union participation in the
negotiations and risks posed by an
unequal agreement with the EU. Meeting
in February this year, the Southern
African Trade Union Co-ordinating
Coundil stated that in their region there
is a real fear ‘that trade liberalisation 
will result in a flood of cheap imports,
thereby destroying infant local industries,
creating mass unemployment in the
process.

● This autumn ACTSA will be launching 
a major new briefing on these trade
negotiations and their impact on ordinary
working people, aimed specifically at
trade unions throughout the European
Union encouraging them to put pressure
on their governments to make sure the
EU delivers a fair deal.

“If we really want to Make Poverty History, we also have to make EPAs
history!”
Dr Mukhisa Kituyi, Kenyan Trade Minister, June 2005



Action

Festival fun A gift to ACTSA

ACTSA Brenda Lynton-Escreet, held a stall at the Leamington
Peace Festival and WOMAD this summer. The stalls were popular
pit stops for festival goers as chilled fair trade chocolate was on
offer and a variety of traidcraft objects were avialable to buy. 

Not only must we congratulate Brenda on the success of her
recent stalls but also for her long-term support and involvement
with ACTSA and HIV/AIDS projects in Swaziland. Brenda was
recently highly commended for the prestigious Beacon Prize
2005/6 for her philanthropic achievements.

Keep up
to date

ACTSA is also pleased to welcome a host of new Local Groups
all across the UK. The dedication of all involved in our Local
groups is fantastic and all they achieve is instrumental to
ACTSA’s success. To help keep our members informed about
the brilliant work of the Local Groups, ACTSA has recently
launched a new E-Newsletter about its Local Groups. ACTSA
Local keeps you up to date with what is happening in your
local area and is a fantastic way for volunteer fundraisers and
campaigners to share ideas for future events. We have a full
information pack available to both new and existing group
members, to help inspire creative and exciting fundraising
activities! We are always looking to find new ways to support
your efforts and encourage all supporters to let us know about
any events you are hosting and ways in which we can help. 

● If you would like to order a pack, find out more about
groups in your area, how to go about starting your own
fundraising or sign up for ACTSA Local E-Newsletter, please
email Ruth Dearnley at ruth.dearnley@actsa.org or call 
020 3263 2001. 

Local activism

With energy prices rocketing and providers raising prices for
the third time households are now facing an average bill of
£1000. However, switching energy supplier could save you up
to £300 and takes less than five minutes! 

● Log on to www.switchandgive.com and for every ACTSA
supporter that switches they will donate up to £20 to ACTSA!
So go on save yourself money whilst raising funds for ACTSA!

Switch and give!

ACTSA wants to ensure it 
can continue to fight as 
hard for peace, justice and
solidarity. The legacies ACTSA
supporters have kindly left
to us have boosted our work
significantly. 

● If you would like to find
out more about leaving 
a gift to ACTSA in your 
Will, please contact 
Miattah Walker on
miattah.walker@actsa.org 
or 020 3263 2001.

Running for ACTSA
Congratulations to Alex Demenis, Ben Phillips, Katherine
Rainwood and Heidi Rose who ran the Flora London Marathon
on 23rd April. All the runners did amazingly well and collectively
raised £4638.52! Our heart felt thanks go out to them all for
their fantastic commitment and of course to the generosity to all
who supported them. 

● Contact campaigns@actsa.org for more information.

ACTSA local groups – spreading the word.

A
C

TS
A

For all the current
information about ACTSA’s
campaigning activity, sign
up to our monthly E-
Newsletter. 

● Drop us an email to
actsa@actsa.org and ask 
to be added to our list.
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On May 26th 2006 Anna Chancellor and Niamh Cusack presented ‘A Night to Remember’ – a
divine evening of comedy, music, dance and poetry at London’s unique venue, the 20th Century
theatre. The night was a resounding success and in just a few hours over £10,000 was raised 
for ACTSA’s Dignity! Period. campaign. Guests had a fabulous time which was thanks to the
dedication of the production team, crew and performers who worked so hard to ensure that the
dignity campaign recieved the attention it deserved. Thank you to everyone who contributed.

“One of the nice things about an evening like this 
is the knowledge that even a small amount in a
small little theatre, in a small part of a town like
london can make a great difference”.
Stephen Fry, Host

A night to remember

Calling all Friends!
If you are looking for the most
effective way to support
ACTSA, become a Friend!
Friends of ACTSA is our
monthly, committed giving
scheme, which allows us to
plan our campaigns more
efficiently. If you are not
already a Friend of ACTSA, all
you need to do is take out a
monthly direct debit payment
of £3 or more. In return you
will receive invitations to
special events and other
efforts. You will continue to
receive ACTSA News, but you
will also be the first to hear
about campaign updates.  

● To join the Friends of
ACTSA scheme contact
miattah.walker@actsa.org.
Alternatively you can call 
020 3263 2001.

Donate
for Dignity
ACTSA’s Dignity! Period.
campaign has received a
phenomenal reception,
capturing the hearts and
minds of people all over
the UK and abroad. 

However the plight of
Zimbabwean women
continues. We thank you
for your amazing support
and urge you to continue
doing all you can to help. 

● If you would like to
make a donation, set up 
a monthly direct debit, 
or find out more about
setting up a Dignity! Period.
Local Group please contact
campaigns@actsa.org 
or call 020 3263 2001.

Dates for the Diary

South Africa House, Trafalgar Square, London

● 29th November – ACTSA will be hosting a talk with Stephen Lewis, UN Special Envoy on 
HIV/AIDS Contact campaigns@actsa.org for more details.

● 6th December – Africa: AIDS in Focus A ‘question time’ panel with various panellist including 
ACTSA’s Director Euan Wilmshurst. For more information contact Dave Spurgeon on 
0117 902 5009 or davespurgeon@blueyonder.co.uk

● 8th December – ACTSA’s annual fundraising dinner at South Africa House. See below for
more information.

● 9th December – ACTSA Scotland’s AGM.
● 10th March – ACTSA will be organising a Dignity! Period. rally in Trafalgar Square. We will 

be celebrating the success of the campaign and showing solidarity with the women of 
Zimbabwe.                  1 LINE LONG

Put the date in your diary now to ensure you don’t miss ACTSA’s annual fundraiser! This is
guaranteed to be a fantastic evening! 

● Please call 020 3263 2001 or email campaigns@actsa.org for more information.

ACTSA’s AGM and Zimbabwe conference
President of the ZCTU Lovemore Matombo will speak at ACTSA’s Zimbabwe event on the 4th
November to discuss the current situation in Zimbabwe. There will be opportunities to discuss these
issues and possible solutions. All are welcome to attend this free event at TUC Congress House.

● If you would like to attend please register your interest at campaigns@actsa.org


