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INTRODUCTION 
On 1st January 2002, there were 4.2 million people of concern to UNHCR in Africa out 
of about 20 million world-wide. The Africa figure included 3.3 million refugees, 
500,000 internally displaced or recently returned displaced people and 267,000 
former refugees who recently returned home. In comparison, in January 2001, the 
global number of people of concern to UNHCR was 22 million, of whom 5.3 million 
were in Africa. Of these, some 3.6 million were refugees.  
 
During 2001, more than 210,000 new refugees sought asylum in various countries in 
Africa. During the same period, 266,788 refugees returned home, mainly to Sierra 
Leone, Somalia, Eritrea, Rwanda and Ethiopia. This return figure represents 57.6 
percent of world-wide refugee returns in 2001.  
 
Among the 10 largest UNHCR-assisted return movements in the world, 6 were to 
African countries  
(Statistics as at 1st January 2002)
 
These were:  
 
Sierra Leone  92,300 
FYR Macedonia 90,000 
Somalia  50,200 
Eritrea   32,700 
Burundi  27,600 
 

 
 
 
Afghanistan  26,000 
Yugoslavia  22,100 
Rwanda  21,500 
East Timor  18,200 
Angola   13,000 

 
 
Ten largest refugee groups in Africa (Statistics as at 1 st January 2002) 
 
Burundi   553,900 
Sudan   489,300 
Angola   470,500 
Somalia  440,200 
DR Congo  391,800 
 

 
 
Eritrea   333,100 
Liberia   244,600 
Sierra Leone  179,000 
Rwanda  105,700 
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Ethiopia   58,900 
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I. West and Central Africa 
 
At the beginning of 2002, there were 890,000 people of concern to UNHCR in 19 
countries of West and Central Africa. Half of these were refugees, mainly from Liberia 
(226,747), Sierra Leone (165,769), Sudan (48,903) and Chad (39,289). Roughly a quarter 
were returnees to Sierra Leone from neighbouring countries (162,319). Despite significant 
return movements to Sierra Leone, Guinea still had the largest refugee population in the 
region (178,444).  
 
Refugee Population in main refugee-hosting countries of West and Central Africa  
(Statistics as at 1 st January 2002, by country of asylum, including refugees not assisted by UNHCR)

Guinea     178,444 
Ivory Coast    126,239 
Liberia       54,760 
Central African Republic    49,239 
Cameroon      41,186 

Senegal     20,707 
Gabon         15,581 
Chad 12,950 
Togo 12,257 
Ghana 11,792 

 
SIERRA LEONE emerged from 10-years of civil war this year, raising hopes for the return 
of hundreds of thousands of people uprooted by the conflict. The end of hostilities officially 
announced last January paved the way for a disarming of the RUF rebel force. Much of the 
area previously controlled by RUF was now open to return. The victory of moderate 
political forces in parliamentary and presidential election last May  appeared to further 
stabilise the situation in the war-ravaged country. Ahead of the May poll, UNHCR reached 
an agreement with the government authorities to allow late registration for returning refugees 
to enable them to vote. 
 
 
Refugees from Sierra Leone:  
Sierra Leonean refugees in West and Central Africa (Breakdown by country of asylum)  
(Statistics as at April 2002, including refugees not assisted by UNHCR) 
 
Guinea     83,130 
Liberia     37,724 
Gambia      7,630 
Ghana      1,998 

Nigeria      2,041 
Mali       1,436 
Guinea Bissau         318 
Senegal         219 

Côte d’Ivoire     2,116     Other countries             38 
 
By April of 2002 and estimated 162,000 refugees had gone back to Sierra :Leone, mainly 
from Guinea and Liberia. 90,000 of them went with UNHCR’s help by boat, by road and 
by air. Those who walked back received aid upon arrival. The remaining 70,000, went back 
spontaneously.  
 
Opening of overland routes into Sierra Leone through Kambia (Guinea) enabled UNHCR 
to increase the pace of repatriation to 1,500 refugees per week. In February this year, 
UNHCR also began facilitating the return of Sierra Leonean refugees from Liberia, helping 
another 10,000 Sierra Leonean refugees get home. By May 2002, some 51,000 returnees 
were back in their areas of origin, whereas approximately 25,000 were still in transit. By the 
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end of the year, UNHCR will facilitate the return of 40,000 additional Sierra Leonean 
refugees from Guinea and 15,000 from Liberia. 
 
 
 
LIBERIA: While peace took hold in Sierra Leone, neighbouring Liberia remained in turmoil, 
jeopardising the stability of the entire region. Intensifying fighting between government forces 
and rebels in northern and eastern districts of Liberia uprooted 50,000 people within and 
drove thousands more into neighbouring Sierra Leone, Guinea, Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana. 
During the first quarter of 2002, over 14,000 Liberian refugees fled to eastern Sierra 
Leone. Another 4,800 entered Guinea, 3,500 fled to Côte d’Ivoire and 1,800 turned up in 
Ghana. UNHCR rushed to move those arriving in Sierra Leone and Guinea away from 
volatile border areas.  
 
 
Refugees from Liberia:  
Liberian refugees in West and Central Africa (Breakdown by country of asylum)  
(Statistics as at April 2002, including refugees not assisted by UNHCR) 
 
Côte d’Ivoire   126,391 
Guinea     87,025 
Sierra Leone    24,512 
Ghana     10,725 
Nigeria      1,505 

Mali          381 
Senegal         227 
Gambia         130 
Guinea Bissau           28  
Other countries          67 

 
UNHCR has opened a total of eight offices in Sierra Leone to assist with the re-integration 
of returnees and also to deal with the influx of new Liberian refugees. The six main offices 
are in Bo, Kenema, Kailahun, Zimmi and Koidu, in the east of Sierra Leone, and Kambia in 
the west. UNHCR also has satellite offices in Lungi and Daru. In Sierra Leone, UNHCR 
manages a refugee camp for Liberians, three transit centres near Freetown, four temporary 
settlements and two host community projects. 
 
REGIONAL: As of mid-April 2002, there were an estimated 165,769 Sierra Leonean 
refugees and 226,747 Liberian refugees in various countries of West and Central Africa.  
 
Budgetary constraints and the termination of some programmes led to the closure of , eight 
UNHCR country offices in 2001. The closed offices were in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 
Chad, Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Niger, Mali, Mauritania and Togo. Programmes in these 
countries, with small caseloads of urban and camp-based refugees, are covered by the 
closest geographical UNHCR office. This year, UNHCR plans to reopen the offices in 
Cameroon and Gambia.  
 
II. Southern Africa 
 
At the beginning of 2002, there were 602,300 people of concern in 14 countries of southern 
Africa (not including Tanzania or the DRC). Of these, some 371,000 were refugees, mainly 
from Angola (255,217) and the Democratic Republic of Congo (78,901). Another 200,000 
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were internally displaced persons assisted by UNHCR in Angola. Zambia had the largest 
refugee population in the region (281,766), mainly from Angola and the DRC.  
 
Refugee Population in main refugee-hosting countries of Southern Africa 
(Statistics as at 1 st January 2002, by country of asylum, including refugees not assisted by UNHCR) 
 
Zambia    281,766  
Namibia      32,424  
South Africa      18,672 
Angola       12,250 
Zimbabwe           8,706 

Malawi               6,841 
Mozambique                              5,391 
Botswana             4,239 
Swaziland                  1,051 

 
ANGOLA: The death last February of Angola’s hard-line UNITA rebel leader Jonas 
Savimbi and the subsequent peace deal between the rebels and the government has raised 
hopes for an end to a civil war which had raged in Angola since it won independence from 
Portugal in 1975. Fighting between the ruling Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola (MPLA) and the rebel UNITA - bitter rivals even before independence – had 
devastated the country. Angola’s people today are among the poorest in the world despite 
the country’s vast natural resources. The war has killed hundreds of thousands of people, 
displaced an estimated four million inside the country and sent some 450,000 into 
neighbouring countries. Large numbers have also been maimed by landmines, which litter 
vast areas of the country. Savimbi’s death and the new peace effort have created prospects 
for the return of 450,000 Angolan refugees scattered in neighbouring countries. 
 
Refugees from Angola: (see also section on Great Lakes) 
Angolan refugees in southern Africa and the Great Lakes (Breakdown by country of asylum)  
(Statistics as at January 2002, including refugees not assisted by UNHCR) 
 
Zambia   218,540 
DRC    186,975 
Namibia     30,599 
RoC      15,300   
South Africa       7,207* 
 
*includes asylum seekers  
 
 
Botswana           898  
Zimbabwe           226  
Swaziland           140  
Mozambique             56    
Malawi    1
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UNHCR will in 2002 gradually phase out its programme for 250,000 internally displaced 
people (IDPs) in Angola’s Zaïre and Uige provinces. Funds remaining from 2001 will be 
used this year to focus on human rights training and refugee protection issues. Since 
UNHCR began its involvement with Angolan IDPs in June 2000, it has been able to 
implement a number of projects. They include construction of health clinics and schools, the 
improvement of access to clean  water, as well as educational and agricultural projects.  
UNHCR will keep looking after some 12,250 Congolese (DRC) refugees in a refugee camp 
outside Luanda. , 
 
Namibia is still a major destination for Angolan refugees. The country’s refugee population 
jumped to 32,424 at the end of 2001, or a 17% increase over the previous year’s 27,740 
figure, and 86% increase over two years (17,353 at the end of 1999).  
 
The staffing of UNHCR’s office in Namibia was enhanced to efficiently respond to the 
continuing arrivals of Angolan refugees. UNHCR has obtained the right to sit on screening 
tribunals for illegal entrants and managed to have several hundred Angolans recognised as 
refugees and thus saved from deportation.. The agency is concerned that many more 
genuine asylum seekers may be summarily sent back to Angola as illegal immigrants.  
 
ZAMBIA: Last March Zambia, hosted 237,238 Angolan refugees, up from around 
200,000 a year before. Struggling to cope with the region’s largest Angolan refugee 
population, Zambia has urged the donor community to ensure that programmes designed to 
meet refugees’ humanitarian needs also take into account the needs of the host community. 
The Zambian government has also taken steps towards the naturalisation and local 
settlement of refugees, especially Angolans who have been in the country for several 
decades.  
 
Congolese (DRC) are the other large refugee population hosted by Zambia. By the end of 
March 2002, there were 52,274 Congolese (DRC) refugees in Zambia. The average arrival 
rate into Zambia stood at 1,500 refugees per month throughout the year.  
 
South Africa received new asylum seekers from other African countries, as well as 
countries as far afield as Bangladesh, Bulgaria, China, India and Pakistan.. At the end of 
2001, official asylum statistics showed that South Africa had received 66,205 asylum 
applications since mid-1994. UNHCR is assisting the government in dealing with asylum 
procedures, attending hearings and advising the authorities on individual cases. Out of the 
66,205 applications received, 18,672 have been accepted and 36,913 have been rejected. 
The remaining cases are still pending.  
 
The world’s attention this year focused on Zimbabwe, which held its presidential elections 
last March amid reports of intimidation of opposition groups. But the re-election of 
President Robert Mugabe, widely criticised by the West, did not cause any significant 
displacement across Zimbabwe’s orders.  
 
Malawi, Mozambique  and Zimbabwe received a steady trickle of new asylum seekers, 
mainly from the DRC, Rwanda and Burundi. As of December 2001, Zimbabwe had 
recorded a sharp increase in refugee arrivals with 8,706 refugees, compared to 4,127 a year 
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before.  Malawi’s refugee population stood at 6,841, as compared to 3,900 at the end of 
2000. Mozambique’s refugee population more than doubled to 5,391. Many of the 
registered Rwandan refugees in Southern Africa have been on the move since the 1994 
genocide and have circulated through DRC, Burundi and Tanzania before reaching the 
southern parts of the continent.  
 
On the whole, Southern Africa’s refugee population continued increasing over 2001. At the 
end of the year, it had reached 371,401, or a 15% increase over a year. The bulk of the 
region’s “new” refugees came from Angola and the DRC, Rwanda and Somalia.  
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III. East and Horn of Africa  
 
Refugee Population in East and Horn of Africa  
(Statistics are as at 1st January 2002, by country of asylum, including refugees not assisted by 
UNHCR) 
 
Sudan      349,209 
Kenya    239,221 
Uganda   199,736 
Ethiopia   152,554 

Djibouti                 23,176 
Eritrea                    2,272 
Somalia           589

 
At the beginning of 2002, the East and Horn of Africa region was host to nearly one million 
refugees in seven countries of the region. These were refugees mainly from Sudan 
(397,885), Eritrea (324,546) and Somalia (233,190).  The vast majority of them have lived 
in exile for more than a decade, some even longer. Sudan was hosting the largest number of 
refugees in the region but was at the same time the country of origin for the largest number of 
refugees in the region. 
  
 
Refugees from Sudan:  
Sudanese refugees (Breakdown by country of asylum)  
(Statistics are as at 1st January 2002 and include countries outside the East and Horn of Africa 
region. Statistics also include refugees not assisted by UNHCR) 
 
Uganda   176,766 
Ethiopia     80,934 
Dem. Rep. of Congo    75,009 
 

Kenya      69,804 
Central African Republic   36,345 
Chad       12,558 
 

The 18-year-old civil war, which pits the mainly Arab north against the largely-black 
Christian south, continued unabated. Apart from an 11-year period of peace during the 
1970s and early 80s, the country has been torn by civil war since independence in 1956. 
The northern government continues to fight southern rebel forces that demand a degree of 
autonomy from the north and the removal of Islamic Sharia law. Large swathes of territory 
in the south remain under rebel control. Sizeable reserves of oil in the south and the 
country’s entry into the oil market in 1999 introduced another spark in the already volatile 
political arena. Meanwhile, the long years of war have killed an estimated two million 
people, displaced some four million others internally and sent over 400,000 others in search 
of asylum in neighbouring countries such as Uganda, Ethiopia and Kenya. (Sudanese 
refugees have also sought refuge in countries such as Chad, Congo (DRC) and Central 
African Republic.) 
 
Little progress has been made in resolving the civil war. Attacks on villages in the south of 
the country continued to provoke regular movements of refugees into neighbouring Uganda, 
Ethiopia and Kenya. During 2001, some 35,752 Sudanese refugees sought asylum in these 
countries, bringing the total number of Sudanese refugees in the region to 397,885. During 
the same year, some 206 Sudanese refugees returned home. UNHCR has continued to 
seek alternative solutions to the protracted Sudanese refugee situation. Due to on-going civil 
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strife, the prospect of repatriation has remained slim while opportunities for local integration 
in many countries of asylum have proven to be remote. 
 
1n 1999, the US government agreed to resettle more than 3,400 unaccompanied Sudanese 
youths, commonly known as the “Lost Boys”, many of whom had been living in Kakuma 
camp, Kenya since 1992.  By the end of 2001, a large majority of the youth had left for 
USA. The rest of them were expected to depart during the first quarter of 2002.  
 
There is growing concern that some 200 unaccompanied girls who were part of the group of 
unaccompanied minors who had arrived in Kenya in mid-1992 have been forgotten in the 
search for durable solutions. Many are living with foster families in Kakuma camp.  
 
 
Refugees from Eritrea:  
Eritrean refugees (Breakdown by country of asylum ) 

(Statistics are as at 1st January 2002 and include refugees who are not assisted by UNHCR) 
 
Sudan  324,546 
* There are also small numbers of Eritrean refugees in Ethiopia and Yemen.  
 
The first Eritrean refugees fled to neighbouring Sudan in 1967 in the wake of Eritrea’s war 
of independence from Ethiopia. The conflict lasted more than 20 years and displaced more 
than 500,000 people. It ended in 1991 and Eritrea attained independence two years later.  
In May 2000, a two-month border conflict between the two countries sent another wave of 
nearly 100,000 refugees fleeing into Sudan. This new conflict forced the suspension of a 
refugee return programme that was started in 1995. The operation, which was resumed 
during the second half of 2000, has transported home more than 100,000 Eritrean refugees. 
More than 324,000 others remain in exile in Sudan.  
 
Significant progress was made towards the resolution of the border conflict and resulting 
tension between Eritrea and Ethiopia.  In this regard, the international boundary commission 
appointed to demarcate the border under dispute gave its ruling in mid-April 2002. Both 
countries agreed to accept the commission’s decision. This development is expected to 
inspire more confidence among the over 324,000 Eritrean refugees in neighbouring Sudan to 
return home. A major information campaign for return was carried out in May in the refugee 
camps. UNHCR aims to assist the return of some 60,000 Eritrean refugees before the end 
of December 2002 and an equal number during 2003. By the end of April 2002, the return 
operation, which was launched in May 2001 in Sudan, had seen the repatriation of some 
44,399 Eritrean refugees. The majority of them returned to Eritrea’s Gash Barka region, 
which is expected to receive the largest number of returnees. UNHCR is working with the 
government of Eritrea and other development partners to ensure that communities in 
returnees’ areas of origin are able to re-integrate them effectively. In this regard, UNHCR 
has signed a letter of understanding with UNICEF and UNDP for specific re-integration 
projects.  
 
UNHCR announced on May 8 that it is ending refugee status for all Eritreans who fled their 
country as a result of the war of independence or the recent border conflict between 
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Ethiopia and Eritrea. The world-wide cessation will take effect on December 31, 2002 and 
will affect hundreds of thousands of Eriteans in neighbouring countries. More than 100,000 
Eritreans have already gone home, either on their own or under the voluntary repatriation 
operation. That program will continue. In addition, the agency will assess the claims of those 
individuals who come forward to seek continued asylum beyond 2002. Those found to be 
still in need of international protection will be able to remain in their current host country as 
refugees. Those who do not qualify for asylum after 2002 but do not wish to return home 
because of strong family, social or economic links with the host country will be expected to 
legalise their stay there.  
 
 
Refugees from Somalia:  
Somali refugees (Breakdown by country of asylum) 

(Statistics are as at 1 st January 2002 and include refugees not assisted by UNHCR) 
 
Kenya   144,349 
Yemen     67,485 
Ethiopia    67,129 

Djibouti    21,712 
South Africa      5,336 

 
The third major group of refugees hosted by countries in the East and Horn of Africa region 
are Somalis. The first group fled their country in 1988 when north-west Somalia, also 
known as Somaliland, began a struggle to break away from the rest of the country. This war 
of secession caused displacement mainly into eastern Ethiopia. Hundreds of thousands more 
Somali refugees fled their country in 1991 after the fall of the Siad Barre regime and the 
subsequent outbreak of civil war. At the peak of the crisis in Somalia in 1992, there were 
nearly 700,000 Somali refugees in countries of the East and Horn of Africa region. Since 
then, nearly 500,000 have returned to their homeland while more than 30,000 others have 
been resettled to third countries such as USA, Canada, Australia and several European 
countries.  
 
In Somalia, the establishment of a transitional national government  and the election of a 
President in Somalia in 2000 have failed to consolidate peace. The country continues to be 
ruled by local chieftains and traditional warlords, while regional administrations continue to 
jostle for greater power and authority. Humanitarian access to many parts of the country has 
remained extremely limited due to security concerns while a combination of drought, 
poverty, conflict and violence continues to threaten millions of Somalis.   
 
In mid-April 2002, for example, inter-clan warfare in and around the town of Bula Hawa in 
the Upper Gedo region of south-west Somalia, displaced some 6,000 Somalis into the 
nearby Kenyan town of Mandera, which borders both Ethiopia and Somalia. By early May, 
the continued fighting had forced more people to flee into the remote Kenyan border town, 
bringing the estimated number of displaced in the town to some 10,000. Bula Hawa on the 
Somalia side of the border was reported to be empty of civilians.  By mid-May, UNHCR 
emergency teams were working with the Government of Kenya to deliver humanitarian 
assistance to the refugees and planning on a possible transfer of the refugees to existing 
refugee camps in Kenya. 
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 UNHCR has maintained a policy of promoting voluntary repatriation to areas of relative 
peace and stability in Somalia while facilitating return to crisis areas only upon the specific 
request of refugees who choose to return on an informed basis. During 2001, some 50,216 
Somali refugees mainly from camps in Ethiopia returned to north-west Somalia, enabling the 
closure of three of eight camps for Somali refugees in the north-east of the country. Between 
1997 and the end of 2001, a total of 175,512 refugees from Ethiopia were assisted to return 
home to north-west Somalia while another 11,743 Ethiopian nationals of Somali origin who 
had mingled with refugees and were residing in the refugee camps were dispersed back into 
the local communities. During 2002, UNHCR expects to assist the return of a further 
50,000 refugees and close two more camps in eastern Ethiopia. An estimated 15,000 
refugees who are from Somalia’s Juba region are expected to remain in camps in Ethiopia 
until conditions in that part of the country become conducive for return. The majority of 
Somali refugees in Kenya are also from the Juba region and are as yet unable to go home. 
 
 
 Refugees from Ethiopia: 
Ethiopian refugees (Breakdown by country of asylum) 
(Statistics are as at 1st January 2002 and include refugees not assisted by UNHCR) 
 
Kenya  13,541 Sudan  16,120
 
In March 2000, UNHCR announced the cessation of refugee status for Ethiopian refugees 
who had fled the country prior to 1991. Ethiopian refugees in all countries of asylum world-
wide were affected by this decision. The largest number of this group of refugees was in 
Sudan, with 12,000 living in camps. It was estimated that twice as many were in urban 
centres. Kenya had over 3,500 Ethiopians belonging to this group residing in urban areas. 
Because of a border conflict between Eritrean and Ethiopia, the implementation of cessation 
of status was delayed in Sudan. Between December 2000 and March 2001, UNHCR was 
able to assist the return of more than 10,000 Ethiopian refugees affected by the decision. 
Refugees who opted to remain in Sudan or Kenya were advised to approach governments 
in their countries of asylum to authorise their continued stay in those countries through 
regular immigration channels or to have their claim for continued asylum assessed. Between 
1993 and 1998, more than 70,000 Ethiopian refugees in Sudan and some 50,000 in Kenya 
were assisted to return home. Nearly 30,000 Ethiopian refugees remain in the Horn of 
Africa region. Political tensions in Ethiopia during 2001 provoked small-scale movements of 
Ethiopian refugees, mainly students, to neighbouring countries.  
 
 
IV. The Great Lakes region 
 
Refugee Population in the Great Lakes region 
(Statistics as at 1st January 2002, by country of asylum, including refugees not assisted by UNHCR) 
 
United. Rep of Tanzania 668,082 
Dem. Rep. of Congo  362,012 
Republic of Congo  110,724 

Rwanda             34,267 
Burundi     27,896
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At the beginning of 2002, there were more than 1.2 million refugees in five countries of the 
Great Lakes region. (United Republic of Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda, Republic of Congo 
and Democratic Republic of Congo ). These were mainly refugees from Burundi, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Sudan and Rwanda.  Tanzania had the largest 
refugee population in the whole of Africa (668,082, of whom 498,082 were assisted by 
UNHCR). The largest group of refugees in the Great Lakes region was from Burundi. At 
the start of 2002, they were also the second largest refugee group in the world cared for by 
UNHCR.  
 
 
Refugees from Burundi:  
Burundi refugees (Breakdown by country of asylum) 
(Statistics are as at 1st January 2002 and include refugees not assisted by UNHCR) 
United. Rep. of Tanzania  521,180 
Dem. Rep. of Congo    19,485 
 
Since independence in 1961, Burundi has been rocked by tension between the dominant 
Tutsi minority and the Hutu majority. A power-struggle between the two ethnic groups is at 
the root of the long years of incessant conflict that has killed hundreds of thousands of 
people and displaced nearly one million others both inside and outside the country. A peace 
accord reached in 2000 between the government and several Hutu rebel groups at the 
Arusha Peace Talks has resulted in a fragile agreement on power sharing but not a cease-
fire. Villages and internally displaced people’s settlements in many parts of the country 
continue to come under attack by armed factions who often kill, loot and pillage.  
 
During 2001, some 15,000 refugees from Burundi sought asylum mainly in Tanzania, 
compared to 80,000 in 2000. Because of continuing civil and political unrest in the country, 
UNHCR did not encourage voluntary return. However, the refugee agency assisted more 
than 2,000 refugees to return. Several thousand others returned home on their own.  
 
Since the installation of a transitional government in November 2001, an increasing number 
of spontaneous returns from camps in western Tanzania have been noted. At the beginning 
of 2002, an agreement was reached by the Tripartite Commission on Repatriation that 
spontaneous returns would be facilitated to reduce the incidence of assault and harassment 
of spontaneous returnees on their way home. The Tripartite Commission on Repatriation 
consists of representatives from the governments of Burundi, Tanzania and UNHCR. During 
the second half of March, UNHCR began providing transportation through twice-weekly 
convoys to Burundi’s northern province of Muyinga. At the beginning of April, after a month 
of partially assisted return, UNHCR had aided the return of more than 4,000 Burundian 
returnees. Another 55,000 had registered to repatriate. UNHCR is reviewing requests for 
facilitated return to other parts of the country amid continuing concerns about security. 
 
 
Refugees from the Democratic Republic of Congo:  
Congolese (DRC) refugees (Breakdown by country of asylum) 
(Statistics are as at 1 st January 2002 and include  refugees not assisted by UNHCR) 
 
UN. Rep. of Tanzania  117,516 Republic of Congo    84,306 
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Zambia      56,132 
Rwanda     33,063 
Burundi    26,670 

Angola     11,933 
Central African Republic  10,225 
Uganda      7,613 

 
At the end of 2001, there were 261,555 Congolese DRC refugees in all countries of the 
Great Lakes region as well as in Uganda, Central African Republic, Zambia and Angola, 
where there were another 85,903, bringing the total number of DRC refugees to 347,458.  
Many fled the conflict which erupted following Laurent Kabila’s ascension to power in 
1998/99 and the subsequent occupation of parts of the Democratic Republic of Congo by 
rebel groups and some neighbouring states such as Uganda and Rwanda. Renewed conflict 
between Congolese government  forces and the rebel group, Mouvement pour la Liberation 
du Congo (MLC)  led by Jean Pierre Bemba, in 2000 sent another wave of nearly 100,000 
DRC refugees into neighbouring Republic of Congo and Central African Republic.  
 
Return possibilities for the nearly 350,000 DRC refugees have been uncertain as most 
returnee areas of origin have remained under rebel control. For example, many of the 
30,000 Banyamulenge and Banyamasisi refugees who fled from areas north of Goma to 
Rwanda and  the over 100,000 other DRC refugees in Tanzania are from areas of eastern 
DRC which are largely controlled by the RCD-Goma. In addition, more than 100,000 
others in the Republic of Congo and Central African Republic are from Equateur province, 
most of which is held by the MLC.  
 
There is equal concern for an estimated 1.8 million internally displaced Congolese who are 
also unable to regain their homes due to the prevailing uncertain and insecure conditions in 
the DRC. Many are reported to be living in extreme poverty with little or no access to food 
and health care. Humanitarian organisations estimate that nearly two million people in the 
DRC have died from malnutrition and disease over the last 4 – 5 years, a figure that is far 
larger than those who have died in the country’s conflict. 
 
Peace talks – the Inter-Congolese Dialogue – held in Sun City, South Africa in March 2002 
brought together, for the first time in many months, the major protagonists in Congo’s war. 
Hopes for a positive outcome of the talks dimmed significantly as agreements reached at the 
seven-week meeting were not acceptable to all parties.  The political stalemate continues to 
leave the future of more than 350,000 DRC refugees in the balance.  
 
 
Refugees from the Central African Republic:  
During the first quarter of 2002, there were an estimated 5,000 refugees from the Central 
African Republic in the north-west DRC town of Zongo and surrounding areas. The 
refugees are part of a group of more than 26,000 who fled a failed coup attempt in the 
Central African Republic in May 2001.  At the height of the influx in June 2001, several 
thousand refugees, including former combatants, flocked into the small Congolese town and 
adjacent villages occupying schools and other public buildings. The area is under the control 
of the rebel group – Movement pour la Liberation du Congo (MLC), led by Jean-Pierre 
Bemba.  
 



 14

In mid-February, UNHCR completed the transfer of nearly 3,000 of the refugees from the 
north-western DRC town of Zongo, on the banks of the Oubangui river, to Mole, a new site 
developed by the refugee agency some 45 km inland. The relocation is in accordance with 
the 1951 and OAU refugee conventions which require that refugee camps be situated at a 
reasonable distance away from the frontier so as to ensure the physical protection of 
refugees. 
 
Before the start of the operation to move civilian refugees from Zongo to Mole, UNHCR 
sought the help of MONUC – the UN peace-keeping force in Congo - and local authorities 
to separate ex-combatants from the refugees so as to ensure the civilian character of the 
camp. As a result, more than 1,000 former combatants were transferred from Zongo to 
Bokilio, more than 100 km away, paving the way for the transfer of  Central African 
refugees to Mole. Over the last few months, several thousand refugees have returned to the 
CAR capital and outlying regions. An estimated 2,000 others remain scattered across 
several villages on the DRC side of the Oubangui river. 
 
 
Refugees from Angola: (see also section on Southern Africa) 
Angolan refugees (Breakdown by country of asylum) 
(Statistics are as at 1 st January 2002 and include refugees not assisted by UNHCR.) 
  
Zambia    218,540 
Dem. Rep. of Congo  186,975 
 

Namibia     30,599 
Republic of Congo    15,300 
 

Refugees from Rwanda:  
Rwandan refugees (Breakdown by country of asylum) 
(Statistics are as at Ist  January 2002 and include refugees not assisted by UNHCR)  
 
Dem. Rep. of Congo  30,414 
Un. Rep. of Tanzania  24,241 
Uganda   14,288 
 

Republic of Congo   6,688 
Zambia     5,048 
 

Rwanda is still recovering from the 1994 genocide which saw the killing of more than 
800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus and the displacement of more than 2.5 million Hutu 
refugees in Tanzania and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Long years of ethnic 
tension and violence between the dominant Tutsi minority and the majority Hutus came to a 
head in April 1994 with the shooting down of the plane carrying Rwanda’s President 
Juvenal Habyarimana near the capital, Kigali, in what seemed to have been a well-
orchestrated attempt to eliminate the Tutsi. An earlier conflict in 1959 had driven out more 
than 200,000 Tutsis mainly to neighbouring Burundi, Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya. 
 
While large numbers of Rwandan refugees have returned home from Tanzania and the DRC, 
an estimated 75,000 remain in countries of the Great Lakes region. During 2001, more than 
21,000 refugees returned home mainly from western Tanzania and eastern DRC while some 
6,459 new refugees sought asylum in Uganda and Tanzania.  
 
The government of Rwanda is making efforts to encourage the return of the remaining 
Rwandan refugees in the region. In this regard, the government has taken steps to reach 
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tripartite agreements between Rwandan authorities, UNHCR and relevant governments in 
the East and Central African region.   
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