
   

PRESS RELEASE                               Hanoi, Sep 22, 2010 
 
Hanoi, Sep 22, 2010 – CARE and Plan unite to improve disaster preparedness, mitigation and response in Thanh 
Hoa and Quang Tri provinces, Vietnam. 

 
CARE International in Vietnam (CARE) and Plan in Vietnam (Plan) have received funding from the 

European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department under its Disaster Preparedness 
Programme (DIPECHO) to work as project partners to limit the impact of natural disasters in Thanh Hoa and 
Quang Tri provinces.  The project is named the ‘CARE/Plan Partnership Project on community based disaster risk 
management (CBDRM)’ in reference to the collective action of the two agencies and the participatory approach of 
working with vulnerable communities to address their problems related to natural disasters. 

 The partnership project commenced in August 2010 
and will continue until the end of September 2011. The 
project aims to limit the impact of natural disasters in Thanh 
Hoa and Quang Tri provinces. It will increase the resilience of 
vulnerable people – especially women and children – to cope 
with and adapt to disasters.  CARE and Plan will work 
together with communities and government institutions to 
improve planning for natural disasters, to prepare disaster 
response mechanisms and to reduce the risk of disasters in 
the long term.  Project activities will involve over 300 
government officers from provinces, districts and communes, 
Committees for Flood and Storm Control (CFSC), Red Cross 
and Women’s Union officers, as well as 300 teachers, 10,000 
students and 40,000 vulnerable people.  

 The project activities include major capacity building 
components such as training, the organisation of public 
awareness raising events, upgrading of early warning systems and the provision of emergency materials.  
Vulnerable communities will also propose small-scale mitigation measures against natural disasters such as 
mangrove growth that will in return create alternative sources of income. 

 CBDRM has become a priority of the government since the Prime Minister’s Decision No 1002 (July 13, 
2009), when a nation-wide programme was approved until 2020.  The CARE / Plan Partnership project is designed 
to compliment and support government initiatives for CBDRM. 

 The partnership between CARE and Plan is a new force for change that will increase planning and 
learning opportunities between provincial and district government partners and between the targeted communities.  

CARE Deputy Country Director of Programmes, Chris Northey, 
states that “we do similar work in different provinces so it makes 
sense for us to work together in a formal partnership, to learn 
from each other and to work from each other’s strengths for the 
common goal of helping poor and vulnerable communities 
affected by disasters.” 

CARE and Plan are two of the largest International Non-
Government Organisations (INGOs) and have been working in 
Vietnam for around 20 years.  Both partner agencies have 
projects in various provinces and have longstanding experience 
in emergency response and disaster risk management. Each 
partner agency has its specialised areas of expertise which will 
contribute to the project: CARE has a strong focus on 
empowering women, with projects in health, including HIV and 
Avian Influenza, as well as rural and agricultural development. 
Plan is a child-centred organisation that supports communities to 
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exercise their rights, with projects in maternal and child health, early childhood and primary education, child 
protection and community involvement in government. 

The European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) is one of the 
world’s largest providers of financing for humanitarian aid operations. Through its Disaster Preparedness 
Programme (DIPECHO), it assists vulnerable people living in the main disaster-prone regions of the world in 
reducing the impact of natural disasters on their lives and livelihoods. 

 

   
“We seek a world of hope, tolerance 
and social justice, where poverty 
has been overcome and people live 
in dignity and security” 

“The European Commission’s 
Humanitarian Aid and Civil 
Protection department (ECHO), 
funds relief operations for victims of 
natural disasters and conflicts 
outside the European Union.” 

“Plan's vision is of a world in which 
all children realise their full potential 
in societies that respect people's 
rights and dignity.” 
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For further information contact: 
 
Richard Wecker 
CARE International in Vietnam 
Telephone: (84-4) 3716 1930 
Fax: (84-4) 3716 1935 
Email: richard@care.org.vn 
 
Pham Hong Hanh 
Plan in Vietnam 
Telephone: (84-4) 3822 0661 / Ext.32 
Fax: (84-4) 3822 3004 
Email: hanh.phamhong@plan-international.org 
 


