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CERF Advisory Group concludes 

deliberations in New York 

The CERF Advisory Group met in New York on 28 and 29 
April 2009.  Ms. Yoka Brandt of the Netherlands was elected 
as chair and Mr. Moazzam Malik of the UK as vice-chair.  
 
The Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mr.  John Holmes presented a 
review of the CERF, including progress made against the 
Management Response Matrix, developed in response to the 
recommendations made by the Two-year Evaluation of the 
CERF.   The two-day meeting agenda covered a range of 
topics pertinent to the management and functioning of the 

 
CERF, and the complementarities between CERF and the 
various pooled funding mechanisms.   

The seventh meeting of the CERF Advisory Group marked 
its first opportunity to discuss directly with the Controller 
issues related to the administration of the Fund.  The UN 
Controller, Mr. Jun Yamazaki, discussed with the Advisory 
Group administrative and financial matters related to the 
operation of CERF.   Mr. Rashid Khalikov, Director, OCHA 
New York, presented the CERF Communication and 
Resource Mobilization Strategies to the Advisory Group. 
Other issues discussed throughout the course of the meeting 
included improving partnerships with NGOs and the 
development of a performance and accountability framework.



 

 

The Permanent Mission of Canada hosted a reception for 
representatives of NGOs and humanitarian agencies, which 
allowed for open dialogue on specific administrative, 
programme and policy issues. 
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The CERF Advisory Group comprising 16 senior experts in 
humanitarian affairs provides periodic policy guidance and 
expert advice to the Secretary-General on the use and impact 
of the Fund   The Recommendations and Conclusions from 
the meeting will be shared with Member States.  

The Advisory Group will meet next in Geneva in the 
November. 

ERC John Holmes addresses Member 
States on the status of the CERF 

On 1 May 2009 at UN Headquarters in New York, Mr.  
Holmes briefed Member States on the progress of CERF.  

Mr. Holmes presented an annual review of the Fund.  He 
then discussed the outcomes of the meeting of the CERF 
Advisory Group and progress made against the Management 
Response Matrix, which outlines the recommendations of the 
Two-year Evaluation of the Fund.  Mr. Holmes also 
presented the next steps in the planned review of the CERF’s 
life-saving criteria and the development of a performance and 
accountability framework. 

Country allocations and highlights for 
April 2009 

In April, CERF provided more than $6.8 million for 
emergency assistance in several crisis-affected countries. For 
the first time, a regional allocation of nearly $1.9 million went 
to an emergency locust control project covering Malawi, 
Mozambique and Tanzania. The remaining allocations 
supported life-saving support for displaced populations in 
conflict-affected areas of Sudan. 

First Regional Application: Malawi, Mozambique 
and Tanzania 

Simultaneous outbreaks of red locusts in Malawi, 
Mozambique and Tanzania have prompted CERF to release 
its first-ever regional project grant in April.  
 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) has received nearly $1.9 million from CERF 
for urgent survey and control operations in these countries.  
 
Activities are being undertaken in coordination with  

 
government ministries and the Red Locust Control 
Organization for Central and Southern Africa (IRLCO-CSA).  
 
With no intervention, it was feared that locust swarms could 
devastate food production in Malawi, Mozambique, and 
Tanzania and spread to other countries in the region. The 
situation poses an immediate threat to livelihoods of small 
farmers who depend on subsistence farming for a living.  
Some 15 million people in the region are potentially at risk if 
the outbreaks cannot be contained in time. 
 

Sudan 

The joint military operation against the Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA) launched in December 2008 by Ugandan, 
Southern Sudanese and Congolese forces has created serious 
unexpected humanitarian challenges in Southern Sudan. LRA 
attacks against civilians in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) and Southern Sudan have created large-scale 
displacement and suffering among populations along the 
border between the two countries.  
 
Since December 2008, refugees from the DRC have crossed 
in increasingly large numbers into Western and Central 
Equatoria States in Southern Sudan. In addition, tens of 
thousands of people have been internally displaced and host 
communities have struggled to receive and support refugees 
and IDPs. 
 
Recent interagency assessments and the Southern Sudan 
Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SSRRC) confirmed 
that more than 100,000 people are vulnerable as a result of 
the upsurge of LRA attacks.  
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Attacks by small groups of LRA soldiers are expected to 
continue, destabilising the area for the foreseeable future and 
creating humanitarian needs, which cannot be met through 
existing resources.  
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Interagency assessments confirmed that food security and 
nutrition have deteriorated dramatically over the past three 
months.  The incidence of communicable diseases has also 
increased.  Emergency needs in food, protection, non-food 
items, water, primary health care and sanitation have been 
identified.  
 
CERF has responded by providing nearly $5 million in 
emergency funding to cover critical, life-saving gaps in ongoing 
humanitarian relief efforts.  Four UN relief agencies - FAO, 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) – together with the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) have received emergency 
grants.   
 
The agencies will use the CERF funding to improve access to 
water and sanitation, provide shelter and emergency health 
services. Families who depend on farming will be provided 
with agriculture inputs so that they can restart food production 
activities, feeding themselves and their communities.  Children, 
who are particularly vulnerable to the trauma induced by 
conflict and displacement, will receive protection services, 
psycho-social counseling and education to keep them with 
their families, mitigate the shock of war, and ensure a sense of 
normalcy. 
 

Regional meeting in Brazil on enhancing 
humanitarian partnerships postponed 

The Second Regional Meeting on Enhancing International 
Humanitarian Partnerships, which was to have taken place in 
Florianópolis, Brazil from 18 to 20 May 2009, has been 
postponed due to the outbreak of Influenza A(H1N1). 
 
While a new date has not been set, the meeting may be held in 
early September. 
 
 

 

Sri Lanka: Thousands in mortal danger 
inside combat zone, says UN 

COLOMBO, 28 April 2009 (IRIN) - Tens of thousands of  

 
people are in mortal danger within the fast-shrinking combat 
zone in Sri Lanka's north, John Holmes, the UN's Emergency 
Relief Coordinator, warned. 
 
The UN estimates there are at least 50,000 civilians trapped 
along a sandy strip of land near the northeastern town of 
Mullaitivu where government forces have encircled the 
remaining Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) troops, 
who have been fighting for an independent Tamil homeland 
for more than two decades. 
 
The government calculates the number of civilians trapped at 
between 15,000 and 20,000.  "These are people who are in 
mortal danger as long as fighting goes on," the ERC told the 
media at the end of his two-day visit. "We want to get these 
people out as soon as possible." 
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"What we need to see is that [the Government’s decision to 
suspend heavy arms and aerial bombardment] actually 
implemented on the ground so that the civilian casualty rate 
drops," he said. 
 
During his visit, the ERC informed the government that an 
additional $10 million would be released from CERF in 
addition to the $10 million released earlier to assist civilians 
who had fled the fighting since 20 April 2009. 
 
Mr. Holmes toured the camps and said more tents had been 
set up and food, water and sanitation facilities were being 
provided. 
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