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Key messages  

 
 The size of the food-insecure population is steadily 

shrinking due, in large part, to the good 
performance of spring crops. There has been a 
clear improvement in food availability and food 
prices are stabilizing on most markets. The 
implementation of cash-for-work programs around 
the country is providing many people, including 
the poor, with job opportunities. 

 

 Nearly all parts of the country are getting regular, 
moderate rainfall, which has been good for 
summer planting activities and for proper crop 
growth and development in wet mountain and 
irrigated plain areas. Harvests of beans, rice, yams, 
and vegetables are extremely promising. These 
food crops will further bolster food availability, 
which should help keep prices stable. 

 

 A total of thirteen storms have already been 
reported, none of which have affected any high-
risk areas such as the Southern Peninsula and the 
Port-au-Prince metropolitan area. However, the 
likelihood of a tropical storm striking these areas 
still exists, which would undermine the food 
security situation in impacted communities. 

 

Update of the outlook through December 
2010 

 
The size of the food insecure population has reduced 
considerably in all parts of the country. Right now, 
most single-cropped plateau, wet mountain, and plain 
areas show no signs of acute food insecurity due 
mainly to the good performance of spring crops, whose 
harvests are running into September, as well as the 
large volume of imports. Moreover, after decreasing in 
July and August, food prices are stabilizing. The average 
August prices of certain foodstuffs were down when 
compared to figures for August of last year. Thus, on average, imported rice, for example, one of the most heavily 
consumed food items in Haiti, was selling for 113 gourdes per six pound sack in August of this year, compared with its 
average price of 124 gourdes at the same time last year. Likewise, the local luxury variety of rice (Sheila) is currently selling 

Figure 1. Current estimated food security outcomes, 

September 2010 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 

Figure 2. Most likely food security scenario, October-

December 2010 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale, please 
see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 
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for an average of 244 gourdes per six pound sack compared with an average price of 253 gourdes at the same time last 
year. FEWS NET has also noticed larger quantities of wheat grain on local markets without producing any related fluctuation 
in prices. In addition to the wheat entering the country through the Dominican Republic, Les Moulins d’Haïti (the Haitian 
National Milling Company) has been marketing wheat not processed in its own mills. For some time now, markets in Croix-
des-Bossales and the provinces have been selling wheat flour bearing the USAID logo. All of this has helped increase the 
supply of wheat and keep prices stable. This trend in prices should help larger numbers of households improve their 
nutritional status or, in some cases, save money for purchasing new assets or educating family members. Moreover, the 
implementation of cash-for-work programs in many parts of the country has provided job opportunities for poor 
households, whose incomes are generally low and whose food access is limited, which could help them hold out longer 
once prices begin to rise.  

 

The good distribution of rainfall in July and August helped spur the growth and development of bean crops in wet mountain 
areas and rice crops in irrigated areas, whose harvests will run into October and November, boosting food supplies and 
keeping prices affordable. The current growing season for rice crops, which are just beginning to be harvested, is the 
country’s main rice-growing season accounting for over 60 percent of nationwide rice production. Rice farmers were armed 
with necessary inputs (seeds and fertilizers) for this growing season, which is looking extremely promising. 

 

Though the food security outlook for many parts of the country appears to be good, certain municipalities (Anse-Rouge, 
Terre-Neuve, and Baie de Henne) in dry agropastoral areas of the Northwest and the Artibonite, as well as the municipality 
of Belle-Anse, are highly food insecure. The severe rainfall conditions in these areas have caused crop losses, with local 
residents resorting to different survival strategies, the most popular of which is charcoal production. NGOs are mounting 
programs in these municipalities but are targeting mainly internally displaced people (IDPs) through food or cash-for-work 
activities.  

 

However, the hurricane season is still extremely active. So far, no high-risk areas have been struck by any tropical storms, 
though the likelihood of this occurring still exists. Historically, the months of September and October are the deadliest 
months in terms of severe weather. The forecasts issued by FEWS NET and the CNSA with regard to the occurrence of 
tropical storms and associated damage to food security conditions are still valid, particularly for the Port-au-Prince 
metropolitan area and the Southern Peninsula, both of which are extremely vulnerable to these types of shocks.  

 

Southern Peninsula 

Aside from certain municipalities like Belle-Anse, in which local households are highly food insecure, conditions on the 
Southern Peninsula are divided between no acute food insecurity and moderate food-insecurity according to the FEWS NET 
food insecurity severity scale (Figure 1). This area is benefiting from the good distribution of rainfall over the past two 
months. Farmers are taking full advantage of these good rainfall conditions, planting their fields with various crops, 
particularly beans, yams, and vegetables. Harvests of late-planted spring corn crops in plain areas and harvests of beans and 
yams in wet mountain areas (Salagnac and Les Anglais) are still in progress.  

 

Markets are well stocked with a variety of food items and food prices are gradually stabilizing. Corn prices on the Southern 
Peninsula are lower than in any other part of the country, at 40 gourdes per six pound sack in Les Cayes and Jérémie, 
compared with 123 and 80 gourdes, respectively, in Cap-Haitien and Gonaïves. In contrast, local prices for black beans are 
higher than in other parts of the country, at approximately 175 gourdes per six pound sack in Les Cayes and Jérémie, versus 
130 and 140 gourdes, respectively, in Port-au-Prince and Cap-Haitien. The explanation for this price spread lies in the fact 
that bean farmers missed the spring growing season on the peninsula. Bean prices could fall over the course of October 
with the first harvests of crops planted in July, which look promising. In addition to plentiful market supplies of grain, there 
are also adequate supplies of other crops such as breadfruits, avocados, yams, bananas, and vegetables in the plain areas of 
Les Cayes, Grand-Anse, and Nippes.  

 

All of these factors, including an adequate food supply, affordable prices, job creation for the benefit of the poor, and the 
distribution of free food aid to at-risk populations, have helped keep food insecurity levels somewhere between no acute 
food insecurity and moderate food insecurity allowing households to meet their basic food needs. However, certain 
households are resorting to survival mechanisms such as the felling of trees for charcoal production, particularly in 
agropastoral areas and dry farming and fishing areas. Food security conditions could deteriorate over the course of October 
with atmospheric disturbances causing flooding and closing roads. A deterioration in food security conditions on the 
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Southern Peninsula before the end of the current outlook period is still highly likely as a result of the damage liable to be 
caused by high winds and flooding, destroying crops, food stores, and homes and, in some cases, causing losses of human 
lives. Such events could occur anywhere on the Southern Peninsula between September and the end of November and 
beyond. 

 

Port-au-Prince metropolitan area 

The food security situation in the Port-au-Prince metropolitan area is steadily improving. Markets are supplied with a 
variety of imported and local products, and staple food prices are stable (Figure 3). Cash-for-work programs are providing 
employment for more than 20,000 workers. A number of organizations are making preparations or are already in the 
process of making cash transfers and supplying food vouchers to residents of IDP camps, which can only help strengthen 
food access or ease potential future problems caused by tropical storms or other sociopolitical shocks.  

 

The frequent but moderate rainfall reported in this area in 
the last few weeks has not caused any major flooding 
problems. However, the rainy season is making life 
difficult in IDP camps, where health conditions have 
deteriorated with the formation of seasonal ponds liable 
to cause epidemic outbreaks of malaria or other diseases 
spread by stagnant pools of water. Though none of the 
reported 13 tropical depressions have affected the 
metropolitan area, there is still a high risk of flooding in 
September and October, which are extremely wet 
months, in what was expected to be an extremely active 
hurricane season.  

 

Despite the good food availability in the Port-au-Prince 
metropolitan area and the measures taken by decision 
makers to improve food access, a large part of the 
population is still threatened by food insecurity problems 
in the aftermath of tropical storms leading to flooding, which would cut supply lines to and from Port-au-Prince along 
impassable roads and destroy food stores. This threat could last until the end of November, which marks the end of the 
hurricane season. The approaching elections scheduled to take place on November 28

th
 are also creating situations liable to 

undermine food security. Spontaneous street demonstrations or demonstrations organized by opponents of the elections 
could lead to problems, which would discourage investment by economic stakeholders. The poorest households whose 
members earn their daily living from peddling, for example, would be the first to suffer the consequences. Such a scenario 
is still likely to play out between now and the end of December. 

 

Seasonal calendar and critical events timeline 

 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Figure 3. Weekly prices for staple foodstuffs in Port-au-

Prince 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Note: Riz importe=imported rice, farine de ble=wheat flour, mais=maize, 
sucre=sugar, haricot noir=black beans, huile alberto=vegetable oil 


