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Cyclone Giri, reaching a category four status on the Saffir-Simpson scale, made landfall in Rakhine State on 
22 October, close to the town of Kyaukpyu. The Townships of Kyaukpyu, Myebon, Minbya and Pauktaw were 
the most severely affected by the storm, which caused severe damage to houses and infrastructure including 
roads and bridges in coastal areas. Further damage is also reported in areas further inland, including in 
Magway Region. 
 
Ahead of the cyclone reaching coastal areas, the Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar in 
collaboration with the Red Cross issued warnings to the population and organized the evacuation of people in 
coastal areas to safe locations. The Government also immediately mobilized its National Disaster 
Preparedness Coordination Committee (NDPCC). The Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement 
has been in continuous contact with the international humanitarian community and has welcomed support. 
  
A number of international and national NGOs, the Red Cross movement, as well as UN agencies have been 
conducting assessments to confirm the extent of the impact, in cooperation with the local authorities. The 
Government has confirmed that at least 45 deaths have been recorded to date, while 70,975 people remain 
homeless and at least 15,000 houses were completely destroyed, with a total of at least 200,000 people 
affected. Approximately 17,500 acres of agricultural lands were also destroyed. Transportation remains 
extremely challenging, as roads and bridges collapsed and were washed away. 
 

 
In parallel to the ongoing response efforts, various organisations are currently conducting assessments in the 
affected townships to confirm the extent of the damages and needs. Preliminary findings are being collected 
by the sector groups. While assistance is already reaching many of the affected communities, the assessment 
visits have also revealed that some of the affected villages have yet to receive assistance. 
 
Food, Shelter, WASH (Water Sanitation and Hygiene) and Health remain the most urgent needs for the 
immediate and medium-term response. 
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

• National and international humanitarian partners are providing emergency relief assistance to the 
population in the most affected areas of Myebon, Pauktaw, Kyaukpyu and Minbya Townships, 
while assessments continue in order to confirm the exact impact of the cyclone. Food, shelter, 
WASH and health remain the most urgent needs. 

• Partners in the livelihoods sector report that approximately 50,000 acres of aquaculture ponds and 
a large number of fishing boats and gear were also destroyed by the cyclone in six of the affected 
townships. 

• To date, WFP has distributed 640 MT of rice to 78,000 beneficiaries in the four most affected 
townships of Myebon, Pauktaw, Kyaukpyu and Minbya. An additional 600 MT of mixed 
commodities have been sent to the area from Yangon. 

• The Government has shared information on a damage assessment in all affected areas. The total 
amount of damages estimated so far amounts to approximately US$ 18 million. Over 350 schools 
(about 300 in Sittwe District and over 50 in Kyaukpyu District) were damaged, to various degrees. 
The reported damage to schools amounts to 1,261 million Kyat (approximately US$ 1.2 m). 

 

II. Situation Overview 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 



The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective 
and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
 
 
 
 

2

In Kyaukpyu, the number of temporary reception facilities has been reduced from 18 (with an estimated 6,600 
affected people) to currently 5 (with an estimated 3,359 people). 
 
The Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) is increasing its capacity in the area by deploying six hundred 
trained volunteers from other parts of the country. Over one hundred and forty of them have already been 
deployed. 
 
Local NGOs working under the Contingency Planning Working Group (CPWG) are continuing fund-raising 
activities for interventions in four sectors (WASH, health, shelter and livelihoods), while continuing their 
current response. Local authorities have made four warehouses available to the CPWG. 
 
Education 
 
The Government now reports that over 350 schools (about 300 in Sittwe District and over 50 in Kyaukpyu 
District) were damaged, to various degrees. The reported damage amounts to 1,261 million Kyat 
(approximately US$ 1.2 m). 
 
One Ministry of Education (MoE) staff has been identified in Myebon Township to coordinate with UNICEF to 
facilitate the response. The MoE already approved the budget for the reconstruction of around 100 schools in 
Myebon, Kyaukphyu and Pauktaw townships and has requested education sector partners to provide: 1) 150 
temporary learning spaces; 2) 1,000 blackboards; and 3) plastic furniture for 10,000 students.  
 
An education sectoral assessment will start later this week in Myebon and Minbya, in close coordination with 
MoE and with the participation of UNICEF, KMSS and Mingalar Myanmar. The assessment in Kyaukpyu and 
Pauktaw is planned to start around 15 November.  
 
Save the Children is planning to build 80 semi-permanent schools, including toilets and water tanks, in 
Myebon, Kyaukpyu and Pauktaw. SC will also set up temporary child-friendly spaces for 80,000 children in 
three affected townships, as well as conduct trainings and distribute Information, Education and 
Communication (IEC) materials on community-based child protection. 
 
Food 
 
Agencies currently estimate that food assistance will be needed for 200,000 people, for at least three months. 
 
WFP is reinforcing its presence and operational capacity in Myebon, Pauktaw and Kyaukpyu, in addition to its 
main office in Sittwe. Program staff will be based there with communications equipment and warehouse 
facilities will be established. Meanwhile, the Government has also granted WFP the authorization to purchase 
food locally in the area. One procurement officer is already in Sittwe to coordinate local purchasing, in close 
collaboration with government authorities. 
 
To date, WFP has distributed 640 MT of rice to 78,000 beneficiaries in collaboration with NGOs and UN 
partners, in the four most affected townships of Myebon, Pauktaw, Kyaukpyu and Minbya. An additional 600 
MT of mixed commodities have been sent to the area from Yangon. 
 
IRC is working in Taung Zin Tan Village Tract of Myebon township. Distributions to approximately 1,000 
affected households will start on 03 November. An emergency market assessment will also be undertaken in 
the area. 
 
Local organisations working under Contingency Plan Working Group (CPWG) are distributing food items in 
Kyaukpyu and Myebon Townships. 
 
Health and Nutrition 
 
UNICEF has made 60 emergency health kits available to the Department of Health. UNICEF has also 
deployed five medical officers in the field and five in Sittwe. An EPI Plus campaign will be undertaken over the 
next three months and Insecticide-treated Nets (ITNs) will be purchased. 
 
In addition to emergency health supplies already provided, WHO, in collaboration with Ministry of Health, is 
planning to set up a disease surveillance system in the affected areas.  
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IOM is preparing to send two mobile health teams to the most affected areas in Pauktaw Township (East Pha 
Yone Gar island) at the request of local authorities. 
 
Livelihoods 
 
According to the Government, at least 600 boats and 900 fishing nets were destroyed or lost during the 
cyclone. The Government now also reports that 39,000 acres of rice plantations were destroyed in Myebon, 
Kyaukpyu and Ann Townships, while information in other areas is still being collected. About 500 buffalos and 
bulls were also lost in the affected areas. Since the cyclone hit the area at harvest time, FAO projects that the 
loss will have a negative impact on food supply in the short run and the seed stock in the next planting 
season. 
 
FAO reported that approximately 50,000 acres of aquaculture ponds and a large numbers of fishing boats and 
gears were also destroyed by the cyclone in six of the affected townships (Myebon, Pauktaw, Ann, Sittwe, 
Minbya, Kyaukpyu). 
 
Logistics 
 
WFP will provide logistics support from its main office in Sittwe.  
 
Emergency Shelter and NFIs 
 
The Government reports that at least 15,000 houses were totally destroyed and 56,543 houses were partially 
destroyed during the cyclone, while 70,975 persons remain homeless. 
 
The Emergency Shelter coordination group, with the participation of 18 organisations, is formulating 
guidelines on the content of tarpaulin kits and community toolkits to be distributed in the emergency shelter 
response. 
 
UNHCR has distributed NFIs (blankets, plastic mats, clothing, etc.) to affected households in Byine Thike and 
Pha Du Village Tracts in Pauktaw Township. 
 
MRCS/IFRC has distributed 1,588 family kits in Kyaukpyu and Myebon Townships and another 1,500 will be 
dispatched and distributed within the next few days. MRCS/IFRC is planning to distribute family kits and 
shelter kits to at least 10,000 HH in the four most affected townships in Rakhine division.  
 
Malteser International is planning to distribute NFI kits, water guard and shelter kits to 1,100 households in 
Myebon Township. 
 
Action Contre la Faim (ACF) is targeting 3,000 households with NFI and shelter kits, as well as two-week food 
rations in Myebon and Minbya Townships. Planning is ongoing for a three-month intervention in the area, 
focusing on food and shelter for up to 10,000 households. 
 
The Swanyee Development Foundation has been distributing shelter kits which include tarpaulins, mosquito 
nets, blankets and jerry cans to the most affected households in Myebon and Minbya Townships. 
 
IOM has also shipped tarpaulins to the affected areas. 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
 
Organsiations report that here is an urgent need for renovation of ponds, provision of household water 
storage containers and hygiene promotion materials. 
 
UNICEF has distributed waterguard and water containers to the affected families. 
 
Save the Children is planning WASH activities including water distribution, pond cleaning, hand-dug well 
cleaning, emergency household latrine construction, provision of ceramic water filters, provision of water 
containers and hygiene kits for 50,000 households. 
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MRCS, supported by IFRC, will conduct hygiene promotion and sanitation activities and is planning to provide 
safe drinking water through the deployment of three water purification units. 
 
Merlin has undertaken an assessment of WASH needs in 27 villages in Myebon Township and results will be 
available within the coming days. Potential alternative water sources, where they exist, are being identified. 
 

 
Inter-agency coordination meetings between local and international NGOs and UN agencies have been held 
regularly in Yangon and in Sittwe. 
 
The Government has established three bases for the relief efforts, in Sittwe, Myebon and Kyaukpyu. Three 
Ministers will be heading each of these bases (Forestry, Industry and Social Welfare, Relief and 
Resettlement). The UN is setting up a similar coordination arrangement, which the Government has 
approved. 
 
On 1st November, the Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator submitted a request to the Emergency Relief 
Coordinator in New York to activate the following clusters, with corresponding lead agencies: Food (WFP), 
Emergency Shelter (IFRC as convener, with UNHCR as co-lead), WASH (UNICEF), Health (WHO), 
Education (UNICEF as lead, with Save the Children as co-lead), Livelihoods (UNDP as lead, with FAO as co-
lead), Vulnerability (UNHCR), Logistics (WFP). 
 
The MIMU is currently collecting information on which organisations are conducting assessments in which 
areas, as well as 3W (Who-What-Where) information on the response. Please send any updates to 
vognild@un.org and ei.ei.thein@undp.org. Township planning maps for Rakhine State can be found at 
www.themimu.info/hotml/maps/rakhine.html. 
 

 
DFID has announced that it will provide GBP 470,000 as an initial allocation to the relief efforts. 
 
The Humanitarian Coordinator and OCHA will submit an application to the Central Emergency Response 
Fund for an allocation from the Rapid Response window. 
 

 
Please contact: 
Myanmar: Thierry Delbreuve, Head of Office 
delbreuve@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 801 or +95 (0) 95 11 26 52 
 
Myanmar: Norwin Schafferer, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Schafferer@un.org, +95 1 544 500 Ext. 808 or +95 (0) 98 61 08 48 
 
New York: Alf Blikberg, Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
blikberg@un.org, +1-917-367-0215 Room 06060-A 
 
 

IV. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 



The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective 
and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
 
 
 
 

5

 


