
 

 

CAR: The humanitarian situation in the begin-
ning of this year 2010 is marked by the pres-
ence of refugees from the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo in the southern region of Haut 
Mbomou (Zemio, Mboki, Obo). The situation 
is stable and WHO has donations to cover the 
health needs.  

Chad: Since the beginning of the year 2010, 
insecurity in the East of Chad remains a ma-
jor concern for the humanitarian actors. In 
fact, criminal activities characterized by 
robberies, armed attacks against civilians and 
humanitarian actors continued, jeopardizing 
humanitarian assistance to the populations. 
There is some hope of improvement with the 
Peace Conference organized in Guereda from 
19 to 21 January 2010 in the presence of the 
United Nations. Measles outbreak: started in 
2009 and continues; from week 50 in 2009 to 
week 3 in 2010, a total of 65 cases with one 
death were reported in the East and South-
East of the country mainly in the health dis-
trict of Iriba where 45 cases have been re-
ported*. WHO is still supporting health au-
thorities and facilitating the coordination of 
partners’ interventions through the health 
cluster.  

DRC: No break has been observed since the 
beginning of the year 2010 concerning the 
insecurity in the country. In Oriental prov-
ince, attacks of LRA rebels against the mili-
taries of the National Army (FARDC) are on-
going in Dungu area. In Ituri, southern area 
of Irumu, different armed groups remain 
active. As a result, a joint military operation 
to end the threat of militia in the district of 
Ituri is being planned and intensive patrols to 
track the militia are ongoing. In North Kivu, 
FDLR rebels are harassing civilians and are 
causing an atmosphere of insecurity in the 
North-East area of Rutshuru, North-West area 
of Masisi and eastern Walikale districts. In 
South Kivu, the FDLR rebels are still using 
the abduction policy of civilians since the 
beginning of the year 2010. In Equateur 
province, the security situation of IDPs fol-
lowing the clashes between the FARDC mili-
taries and the Enyele insurgent remains con-
fused. More than 200 people have died and 
another 150,000 have fled to the neighbour-
ing Republic of Congo since October 2009, 
when fighting erupted between the Lobala 
and Boba clans in Dongo area.**. Environ-
mental disaster: In North Kivu, important 
agricultural lands were destroyed by the lava 
of the erupting volcano Nyamulagira since 
the 2nd of January 2010. Several crops were 
damaged, livestock killed after they ate 
grasses covered by the dust from the lava. 
Local authorities and the population fear a 
famine following this disaster. Epidemics: In 

terms of epidemics again no relief was 
observed. Cholera outbreaks: In South 
Kivu, 225 cases with 8 deaths (CFR: 3.5%) 
were reported during the first three 
weeks of 2010. In North Kivu, health zone 
of Mutwangea, from week 51 of 2009 and 
week 2 in 2010, a total of 103 new cases 
and 2 deaths were reported*. WHO con-
tinues its support to all the partners in-
cluding le Ministry of Health through the 
health cluster.  

Ethiopia: Food security and malnutrition: 
Chronic water shortages continue to be 
reported in some areas due to the poor 
performance of seasonal rains and the 
lowering of ground water level. Water 
shortages are particularly acute in south-
ern Geladi, Bokh and eastern Danot dis-
tricts in Somali Region. While improving 
in some regions, food security remains 
one of the majors concerns in some other 
areas of the country according to WFP 
reports. In SNNPR region, generally there 
is significant improvement in food secu-
rity and nutrition condition. Consequently 
admissions into Outreach Therapeutic 
Patients (OTP) and Stabilisation centers 
(SC) have sharply declined. In Amhara 
region, Therapeutic Feeding program 
(TFP) admissions particularly in the dis-
trict of Abergele is increasing largely due 
to the deteriorations in food security 
condition. Acute watery Diarrhoea 
(AWD): The Federal Ministry of Health 
reports 29 cases of AWD with zero deaths 
from Oromia, SNNPR regions.  Three 
zones are affected in each region. Num-
ber of districts reporting AWD cases have 
decreased from 3 to 1 both in Oromia and 
SNNPR region. 

Kenya: Flood: Heavy rainfall experienced 
since 25th December 2009, led to flood-
ing, destruction of property and displace-
ment of persons. The total numbers of 
displaced persons are 32,875 in Northern, 
Western and Central Kenya. As a result of 
the flooding, disease outbreaks included 
diarrhoeal diseases like cholera, malaria 
and rift valley fever are anticipated. The 
outbreak of cholera: In the year 2009, a 
total of 50 districts were affected by 
cholera outbreaks, with 11,769 cases and 
274 deaths reported. Since 1st January 
2010, seven districts (Chalbi, Embakasi, 
Kajiado, Starehe, Westlands, Dagorretti 
and Siaya) have reported 128 cholera 
cases. Challenges include weak laboratory 
systems, poor sanitation and water qual-
ity, lack of training on IDSR, lack of utility 
vehicles for use by rapid response teams 
in some districts. 

The Pandemic A (H1N1) incidence has drastically decreased and is no longer alarming 
in our Region. In total 32 countries have officially reported 17,128 laboratory con-
firmed human cases including 167 deaths. Since the beginning of this year we contin-
ued to face various acute crises. In addition, the year 2010 is carrying the legacy of all 
the protracted crises which are still ongoing.  This issue of our weekly bulletin will 
make a retrospective update on January 2010 humanitarian events. The usual Weekly 
Emergency Situation Update will start next week. 
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General Context 

Acute crises 

Volunteers arrange dead bodies in a mass grave 
following the ethno-religious violence in Jos/ 
Nigeria (Photo: IRIN) 
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Completeness
%

1. Algeria 4 1 25

2. Burundi 4 0 0

3. CAR 4 1 25

4. Chad 4 4 100

5. Congo 4 1 25

6. DRC 4 2 50

7. Ethiopia 4 4 100

8. Guinea 4 3 75

9. Kenya 4 1 25

10. Liberia 4 2 50

11. Madagascar 4 0 0

12. Mozambique 4 4 100

13. Niger 4 1 25

14. Uganda 4 1 25

15. Zimbabwe 4 4 100
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Volcanic ashes from the volcano Nyamulagira,  
Goma /DRC (Photo: WHO DRC) 
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Countries Under Surveillance  
Congo: The latest update indicates 110,000 refugees in the district of 

Likouala coming from the DRC following the ethnic clashes in Dongo 
(province of Equateur). They are settled in 50 sites. The health 
system in the district is collapsed and health partners including 
WHO are supporting the health authorities to set up a disease sur-
veillance system and managing cases of malaria, diarrhoea diseases 
en respiratory infections. 

Guinea: Political tension has eased following the signing of a political 
agreement on 15th of January 2010 paving way for a democratic 
transition in the country. A Prime Minister from the opposition has 
been appointed on the 21st of January 2010. 

Mozambique: The country continues to experience cholera outbreak. 
From 1st to 24 January 2010, a total of 266 cases and 7 deaths (CFR: 
2.6%) have been reported in 4 provinces namely Cabo Delgado, 
Niassa, Beira and Gurue. 

Niger: Political dialogue is ongoing in the country between the Gov-
ernment and the three main opposition parties. In terms of secu-
rity, concerns have been raised in three regions of Tahoua, Tilla-
bery and Agadez where several armed attacks and terrorism threats 
have been reported. The agricultural season has been characterized 
by poor rains in some areas. A vulnerability assessment conducted 
by the Government shows that 6 household out of 10 (about 7.8  

 million people) are at risk of food insecurity. 
Nigeria: An ethno-religious conflict engulfed Jos in Plateau state of 

Nigeria on the 17th January 2010 reportedly claiming an estimated 
300 lives, several hundreds injured and properties worth millions 
of Naira destroyed. The crisis which started at the Jos North LGA 
(district) in Dutse uku and Nassarawa Gwong settlements spread to 
other LGAs with increasing death toll, injuries and internal dis-
placements of the population. About 17,000 people, according to a 
Nigeria Red cross report have also been internally displaced and 
are faced with challenges regarding shelter, food, and  water. 

Uganda: The joint force of Uganda, Sudan and Central African Repub-
lic (CAR) continues to pursue the LRA in CAR and the DRC. 
Karamoja sub-region: Armed Pokot cattle rustlers killed 2 UPDF 
soldiers of Uganda and raided over 3,000 heads of cattle from 
Karamoja in Uganda.  

Zimbabwe: Cholera situation in the country: since September 2009, 
10 out of the 62 districts in the country have been affected by the 
ongoing cholera outbreak. A total of 149 cumulative cholera cases 
and 5 deaths (CFR: 3.4%) were reported by 10 January 2010 to the 
World Health Organization (WHO) through the Ministry of Health 
and Child Welfare's (MoHCW) National Health Information Unit.  
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