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l. Background

In late May 2017, armed conflict between government forces and local armed
groups erupted in Marawi City, located in the Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM) of the Philippines. Marawi residents started fleeing the city while
the military sent in their reinforcements. An estimated 98 percent of the total
population of Marawi City (201,785 individuals in 96 barangays, based on the 2015
census) have sought shelter in different evacuation centers or with their relatives.
The crisis has also affected economic and commercial activities in the rest of
Lanao del Sur province, triggering further displacement.
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Two months into the conflict, the number of internally

78,177 displaced persons (IDPs) continues to increase. The

families displaced displaced population, particularly those who are in host
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Il. Children’s Education is Disrupted

This 2017 conflict has caused 153 schools in Marawi City
and three schools in surrounding municipalities to be

closed initially, affecting some 86,000 school children in EDU[:ATIUN DISRUPTED
public and private schools.* As of 10% July, 160,000 children
were affected by the conflict in Marawi City and 22,700
children are unable to return to school® Although the .

government led a ‘Back to School’ campaign to facilitate F 160,000 Chlldren_

easier enrolment for displaced families, the current number affected by the conflict

of available temporary learning spaces cannot

accommodate all children and there are not enough skilled .

teachers to meet their needs. To date, some 16,400 86,000 children

Marawi students have been transferred or enrolled in affected by school closures
temporary schools with intensive effort to track and

ensure the remaining 6,000 children enroll in schools in

their temporary displacement locations.® Moreover, there 22,700 children

are still school-aged children who are discouraged to go
back to school because of the lack of school supplies. Huge
numbers of students in different schools in Lanao del Sur
need back-to-school kits.’”

can't go back to school

Armed conflict and displacement have a negative psychosocial impact on children. This requires urgent scale-up
of psychosocial recovery actions to mitigate longer-term impacts. There have been unconfirmed reports of the
recruitment and use of children by the non-state group and real risks to children from ongoing armed clashes,
including air strikes, in civilian residential areas in Marawi City and surrounding areas.®

Even before the current crisis, school attendance in the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao was very low.
Out of the 2,490 barangays in the Mindanao, 585 or 24% of these barangays have no elementary schools. The
completion of elementary school study in the Mindanao is also consistently less than 50% of the national rate and
has not improved significantly during the five year time period of year 2010-2014.° The reasons for students
dropping out of school for the Mindanao and the national levels are similar up to the 6™ rank. However, the
reason of ‘armed conflict’ ranks 8" for the students in the Mindanao and jumps to the 16% rank for the rest of
the Philippines.'®

Armed conflict between the state and external forces is not only increasing the drop-out rate of elementary
students in the Mindanao especially Marawi City but has also caused an unprecedented disruption to education
for children, including class cancellations and use of school as evacuation centers.' This is a real concern of
education continuity of children during the armed conflict.

Save the Children’s response

To respond to the conflict situation in Marawi, Save the Children set up 25 temporary learning spaces, each
equipped with teachers’ learning kits; distributed 3,000 back-to-school kits and 3,000 hygiene kits to school-age
children which has enabled children to enroll to schools in other municipalities; distributed three sets of early
childhood care and development kits for children under 5 years old to support their schooling needs; and provided
3 sets of child friendly spaces to partners that will serve as areas of structured play where children can regain a
sense of normalcy in the midst of crisis."

Save the Children in the Philippines has been implementing programs in the Philippines since 1981 in the areas of
education, child protection, health and nutrition, and child rights governance in both development and
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humanitarian settings. In any emergency situation, Save the Children aims to respond to the critical needs of
children and families inside and outside of evacuation centers, addressing concerns related to relief, child
protection, education, and health and nutrition, including clean water and hygiene supplies to help prevent spread
of diseases. Save the Children supports authorities in the Philippines in implementing pro-active programs of risk
reduction and resilience to anticipate and prevent disasters and emergency impacts on the education sector.

The Marawi Crisis in Fatima’s Eyes

Fatima, 11, is only one of many Filipino children displaced by the
ongoing armed conflict in Marawi City, Lanao del Sur. '? She fled
with siblings and a relative, and was left with only a promise of
reunion from her parents. She was reunited with her parents in
an evacuation area just outside the border of Marawi. Here she
stands beside rows of empty school desks kept in a makeshift
classroom of her new host community. With the surge in the
number of students who fled Marawi and the reclaimed parts of
the school, a shortage of classrooms became evident in Fatima’s
new school. Find out more about her story:
http://bit.ly/Fatimainmarawi

I1l. Recommendations

Recommendations for NGOs, UN agencies, and CSOs
1 Continue to coordinate with the Department of Education’s Region and ARMM divisions and other
education partners to support government-led Back to School efforts.
1 Advocate with the LGUs and other agencies involved in the identification of alternate evacuation
centres to ensure that the place will be safe and secure for children.

Recommendations for Government of Philippines

1 Implement the Children’s Emergency Relief and Protection Act. The children of Marawi are suffering the
consequences of violence they should not be involved in and Republic Act 10821 protects the fundamental
rights of children before, during, and after disasters and crises.

1 Call on the relevant government agencies to implement the law that prioritizes the safety and welfare of
children, especially the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) that is mandated to
lead in formulating a comprehensive emergency program for children, along with local governments to
integrate this program in their local disaster risk reduction and management plans.

9 Seek partnerships for stronger implementation of the Department of Education’s policy on treating
schools as zones of peace. Schools should become neutral zones despite being in the middle of intense
armed conflict and be free from the presence of armed combatants regardless of what side they are from.

9 Endorse the Safe Schools declaration to better protect students, teachers, schools, and universities during
armed conflict."

Recommendations for Donors
9 Increase investments in Education in Emergencies to ensure that the displaced children are reintegrated
into the education system, and they are not denied their right to education.

3 Names have been changed to protect their identities
14 Safe Schools Declaration to express broad political support for the protection and continuation of education in armed conflict, and is the instrument for states to endorse and commit to implement

the Guidelines for Protecting Schools and Universities from Military Use during Armed Conflict http:/iwww.protectingeducation.org/guidelines/support
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