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REGIONAL OVERVIEWREGIONAL OVERVIEWREGIONAL OVERVIEWREGIONAL OVERVIEW    
 
The present report summarises the programme progress achieved by UNICEF from January to 
September 2000 in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY), the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYR Macedonia), Albania and for Area Co-ordination, 
Information and Advocacy in Southeastern Europe. 
 
Child rights continued to be compromised in 2000 in Southeastern Europe, an area affected by 
repression, violence, displacement and economic recession. Simultaneously, the political situation in 
much of Southeastern Europe remains tense, compounded by a fragile economic environment in the 
region. The continued isolation of Serbia excluding Kosovo, security concerns in Kosovo, ethnic 
tensions within Bosnia and Herzegovina and political tensions between Serbia and Montenegro 
impede regional development. At the same time, some improvements are being experienced, 
particularly following democratic elections in Croatia in January 2000, and with the minority returns 
increasing in Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. However, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, 
Albania and FYR Macedonia still need development assistance as the causes and consequences of 
the complex emergency in Southeastern Europe are inter-linked and humanitarian relief efforts must 
be complemented by assistance to reconstruction and development in the region. 
 

 
 
Using the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) as the foundation for its work, and guided by a 
holistic approach that combines humanitarian assistance with long-term development objectives, 
UNICEF provided for the humanitarian needs of children and women and continued the ongoing 
effort to rehabilitate national capacities to provide for social services. UNICEF’s presence in the area 
before, during and after the Kosovo crisis in 1999 represented a unique advantage in the 
development of sustainable post-crisis programmes. 
 
The Stability Pact for Southeastern Europe is a key forum for discussing and promoting post-conflict 
strategies for the region, including democratisation and human rights. UNICEF actively participates in 
the Stability Pact Task Forces dealing with the issues of education and youth, minorities, gender and 
trafficking in human beings. 
 
Within the framework of the UN Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal for 2000, UNICEF has received 
US$ 45.7 million, or 70 per cent of the total US$ 65 million requested. The majority of donor 
contributions to UNICEF programmes in the area continued to be unearmarked for a specific country 
or programme thus allowing for maximum flexibility, facilitating the targeting of assistance to 
particular sectors where most needed. 



 2

Mobile Assessment Teams 
In June 1999, UNICEF established multi-disciplinary mobile teams 
in order to assess the overall situation and needs at the level of 
municipalities, focusing on health, nutrition, water & sanitation, 
education and social welfare. In the past twelve months, the teams 
completed assessment missions in 68 of 160 municipalities 
particularly at risk.  
The major findings are:  
- A large influx of refugees and IDPs (up to 42 per cent of the total 

population) places a considerable burden on the functioning of 
public services; 

- An increase in mortality rates and a significant drop in birth rates. 
An increased number of beneficiaries, limited funds, and a 
shortage of drugs and equipment has contributed to the 
deterioration of quality primary health care;  

- The priority needs in schools are the repair of the heating 
infrastructure, equipping the school kitchens and the provision of 
clothes, footwear and school kits. 

A high level of expertise and a tried and tested methodology 
contribute to the fact that UNICEF is now taking a leading role 
within the humanitarian community in the assessment of the 
situation in the country. 

 
UNICEF is appealing to the donor community for continued assistance to support humanitarian and 
reconstruction efforts throughout Southeastern Europe and to ensure the protection of children’s 
rights. 
 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIAFEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIAFEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIAFEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA    
FRY (EXCLUDING KOSOVO) 
In FRY, the climate remains one of political volatility, economic decline, and isolation of Serbia, 
barring much-needed development assistance that could address the root causes of human suffering 
in Serbia. The lack of funds for reconstruction and development has been hampering the functioning 
of industrial facilities, companies and public services, adversely affecting the living standards of the 
local population. In Serbia, the presence of development agencies is limited and there is no official 
government participation in the regional initiatives. The government of the Republic of Montenegro, 
on the other hand, remains in opposition to the Federal Government, promoting alliances and 
partnerships with its neighbours and the West. Certain sanctions have been lifted for Montenegro that 
has become a recipient of international assistance.  
 
The provision of basic services, including medical care and heating, remains inadequate, particularly 
for vulnerable groups – minority ethnic groups, children and women. UNICEF’s assessments indicate 
deterioration in quality primary health care services, educational and social welfare systems. The 
socio-economic distress has increased anti-social behaviour among adolescents, domestic violence, 
and cases of child abuse and neglect, while social welfare institutions have a limited capacity to 
provide assistance in family crisis prevention and intervention. 
 

Health, Nutrition and Water and 
Sanitation 
UNICEF ensures a continuous supply of 
vaccines and disposable vaccination 
supplies for the immunisation of children up 
to 12 years of age as well as cold chain 
equipment and field vehicles. Support for 
the establishment of mobile immunisation 
teams in 21 municipalities with the largest 
concentration of internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) and a surveillance system 
for communicable and non-communicable 
diseases. UNICEF supported the 
establishment of a Mother and Baby Centre 
and training of over 200 doctors and 500 
nurses for the provision of quality health 
care. Heating fuel, electric generators for life 
saving equipment, 3,000 mattresses and 
6,000 bed linen sets were provided for 33 
maternity wards handling 55-60,000 births 
per annum. UNICEF also provided basic 
equipment for 11 maternity wards and 200 
paediatricians’ kits for 21 primary health 

care institutions. Minor repairs of heating systems were undertaken and washing machines and 
toilets in 26 maternity wards and maternity units were repaired. In addition, 5 mobile laboratories 
were provided for monitoring the quality of water for public health institutions in areas accommodated 
by IDPs and affected by cyanide spills. 
 
Education 
UNICEF supported the repair of heating systems in the 15 largest schools, with over 1,500 pupils, in 
the most poverty-stricken municipalities and provided firewood for 80 schools in remote areas. 
Teaching aids and sport equipment were also provided for 50 schools and furniture and play material 
for 30 playgroups in pre-school institutions and play centres. 

 
Catch-up classes were organised for some 30,000 internally displaced children of primary school age 
(1,000 of them Roma children) in collective and community centres and in primary schools. UNICEF 
supported training of teachers as follows: some 1,200 teachers to teach in emergency circumstances, 
1,000 teachers to apply the Active Learning Method and the provision of teaching aids for 30 model 
schools, and 90 teachers and approximately 3,000 children and their parents in non-violent conflict 
resolution. 
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Children in Need of Special Protection Measures 
UNICEF has supported the following: training of social welfare professionals to work with families in 
crisis and families at social risk - foster and adoptive families, families with disabled children and with 
children with behavioural disorders; training of child care providers and development of a child care 
network for the prevention of child abuse and neglect and to help affected children and families, 
covering social welfare professionals, teachers, police, health and legislative professionals; training of 
300 school psychologists to provide psychosocial assistance to distressed children, and support to 
local teams of social welfare professionals, teachers and NGOs to provide assistance to internally 
displaced families and children. 
 
Emergency relief supplies, including winter clothing for 10,000 children, were provided during the 
winter. In addition, under the winterisation programme, wood, coal and oil fuel were provided to 27 
institutions accommodating 5,400 children deprived of parental care or with disabilities and disorders. 
 
Advocacy, Information and Social Mobilisation 
UNICEF supported the development of a Yugoslav National Plan of Action for Women. Working on 
the promotion of child rights and child participation, UNICEF supported an animation workshop for 
children aged 7 to 17, to produce a cartoon that was selected for a tape on child rights to be 
distributed globally by UNICEF for advocacy purposes. UNICEF supported the international project 
‘Children write a book at school about child rights’ which involved the participation of children from 19 
schools. The objective of the project is to educate children and school professionals on child rights. 
UNICEF also supported a project on ‘Education for child participation in secondary schools’ with the 
objective of educating both adolescents and their teachers in child participation and encouraging the 
establishment of an Ombudsperson for children. 
  
Priorities for September – December 
• Monitor access of all children and women to the primary health care services and distribute the 

essential drug kits and immunisation supplies, and continue the training of health workers in 
mother and child health care. 

• Intensify activities for the promotion of the correct feeding practices and distribute supplies for the 
adaptation of Baby Friendly Hospitals. 

• Monitor access to safe drinking water and provide the water purification supplies to municipalities 
at risk. 

• Identify the basic needs and provide assistance to ensure the maintenance of the educational 
system (repair of the heating system at schools, provision of teaching aids, training of teachers in 
active learning and non-violent conflict resolution).  

• Promote the Better Parenting Initiative through counselling and co-operation with schools and 
social welfare services. 

• Provide winter clothing for children at social risk and continue the winterisation programme for 
children in institutions through the provision of fuel. 

• Advocate for and promote child rights, educate and train the media on the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child and support the broader participation of children and youth in society. 

 
KOSOVOKOSOVOKOSOVOKOSOVO    
A massive effort by humanitarian and other actors throughout the winter averted a major crisis. 
System reform and the strengthening of basic services have now become the focus of UNICEF 
attention. The security of and access to basic services by minorities remains a concern. Furthermore, 
the impact of increasing levels of criminality is being carefully monitored in so far as it affects children 
and women. 
 
Health and Nutrition  
In the context of a neglected health system, UNICEF supports the following activities in the field of 
maternal and child health care: the provision of vaccines (against tuberculosis, diphtheria, whooping 
cough, tetanus, polio, measles, mumps and rubella), syringes and needles, cold chain equipment 
and vehicles for the Expanded Programme on Immunisation; the training for immunisation staff to 
strengthen immunisation capacities; and an extensive mobilisation campaign to raise public 
awareness on the importance of childhood immunisation. 
 
UNICEF continues to support emergency health care services through the provision of essential 
drugs and basic supplies. Working in close co-operation with local health authorities and NGOs, 
UNICEF provides technical and material assistance to strengthen the operational capacity of primary 
health care facilities and maternity wards to make them baby and mother friendly. During the 
reporting period, the maternity and paediatrics wards of three health houses in the Gjilan/Gnjilane 
region were rehabilitated and supplied with the necessary equipment. The rehabilitation of the 
maternity and paediatric wards in Prizren and the health house in Ferizaj/Urosevac is under way. 
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Juvenile Justice Project 
Juveniles in conflict with the law have been of a major
concern for UNICEF. Forty juveniles have been visited by
UNICEF staff while in detention. Major problems faced in the 
application of the CRC have been addressed through the
UNICEF-chaired Ad-hoc Task Force on Juvenile Justice,
attended by the NATO-led Kosovo Force (KFOR), UN
Civilian Police (CivPol), the Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and UNMIK.  UNICEF
supported the reopening of facilities in Kosovo dedicated to
juveniles in conflict with the law.  Police officers, correctional
officers, judges and lawyers have been trained in dealing
appropriately with juvenile cases. UNICEF in collaboration 
with OSCE drafted the first Juvenile Code, which, upon
approval by the Professors of Law of Kosovo, will be the first
such code in the Balkans. UNICEF and the Centres for
Social Work have developed “diversion measures”, which
provide alternatives to prison for young offenders. 

Education 
With UNICEF’s support, the United Nations Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) has finalised the norms, 
standards and designs for new schools. The 30 destroyed (or Category V) schools to be 
reconstructed with UNICEF’s support have now been selected and the implementing partners have 
been identified. An assessment is ongoing to identify 35 “model schools” for the initial introduction of 
inter-active learning methodologies and other innovations. UNICEF has also played an active role in 
the Textbooks Donor Consortium. Hundreds of Albanian, Bosnian and Turkish textbooks have been 
reviewed and, to date, some 2.6 million copies have been printed and distributed. The textbooks for 
Kosovar Serbs are still being reviewed. 
 
Children in Need of Special Protection Measures 
To address the needs of children under the age of seven, UNICEF in collaboration with NGOs have 
put major emphasis on the creation of pre-school facilities, especially in rural areas. As a result, 110 
playrooms have been opened. As a response to the needs of the youth population, UNICEF 
conducted needs assessments and supported the rehabilitation of four youth centres. Another focus 
has been on finding foster homes and adoptive parents for the babies without parental care. UNICEF 
has successfully advocated to UNMIK the endorsement of the appropriate policies on foster families, 
international adoption and the institutionalisation of children. A team of social workers has been 
trained to facilitate adoption procedures all over Kosovo, through the identification of a roster of 
suitable families. 

 
Psychosocial Support 
UNICEF is providing technical support to UNMIK 
in reviewing all NGO proposals for psychosocial 
interventions in schools. Teachers, pedagogues 
and NGO workers are being trained in 
observation, counselling and other psychosocial 
support techniques by UNICEF consultants. 
 
UNICEF has supported counselling services for 
mothers in four main hospitals in Kosovo, and 
over 600 women received counselling in the first 
three months of the service. To address war-
related trauma in children, UNICEF trained more 
than three hundred facilitators from NGOs and 
governmental institutions in psychosocial support 
techniques, including play therapy. 
 
Mine Awareness 
To raise awareness amongst children and 

adolescents of the risk of landmine and unexploded ordnance (UXO), UNICEF has produced 11 TV 
and radio spots that are broadcast in both Albanian and Serbian through local media, including 15 
regional radio stations. Since January approximately 270,000 posters and leaflets and 3,000 T-shirts 
have been distributed through local daily and children’s newspapers. Three NGOs, the Mines 
Advisory Group (MAG), the Mine Action Trust (MAT) and Islamic Relief Worldwide (IRW), were 
funded to implement child to child mine/UXO activities and another NGO, the Vietnam Veterans of 
America Foundation (VVAF) was funded to implement mine/UXO awareness in secondary schools, 
youth centres and sports clubs. The HALO Trust was supplied with two mine rollers (equipment for 
large area mine clearance), in order to speed up mine clearance of sports and playing fields.  
 
The local NGO ‘Smile’ was funded to conduct theatre workshops for children with a mine/UXO 
awareness component and puppet theatre ‘Dodona’ was supported to disseminate mine/UXO 
awareness messages to school children. Together with the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, UNICEF trained 72 escorts from the International Organisation for Migration, who accompany 
returnees back to Kosovo, in mine/UXO awareness. In addition, UNICEF is seeking to include 
mine/UXO awareness in the school curriculum and is funding Save the Children to prepare this 
curriculum for both primary and secondary schools.  
 
Advocacy, Information and Social Mobilisation 
UNICEF is funding Media Action International to produce youth-targeted radio programmes for the 
distribution to local radio stations throughout Kosovo. The aim of these programmes is to provide a 
space for the expression of youth opinion, a forum for the exchange of ideas and to promote the 
development of civil society in Kosovo. UNICEF is also supporting the first multi-ethnic “youth 
powered” radio station for Mitrovica and the surrounding areas. UNICEF and the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee are working in partnership to produce a monthly journal for secondary 
school students in Prishtina. This journal is produced by youth for youth aged 15-19. 
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Improving Access to Early Childhood Care and
Development 
FYR Macedonia's transition to independence and subsequent
shortage of resources for the state's social services has affected
children's access to education. As of January 2000, for instance,
only around 10 percent of children under the age of six were
enrolled in pre-school. Pre-school education has proven to be
vital to a child's physical, mental and cognitive well-being.  
To assist during this crucial development period for children,
UNICEF has supported the Institute of Pedagogy to train
educators from the national Macedonian women's association
and the Albanian League of Women for ECCD activities.  Today,
there are approximately 28,000 children under the age of six 
enrolled in an ECCD program, representing 23 percent
coverage.  
By the end of 2000, this will increase to 50 percent. In an effort
to reach the most vulnerable, UNICEF first identified villages
without any pre-school facility in the area. In addition, an 
assessment of coverage revealed that even the majority of
children in towns are not covered with any form of pre-school 
education. Expansion of the project will include the
establishment of ECCD in towns and mountainous villages, and
increasing attendance in existing ECCD sites.  

 
Priorities for September – December 
• Complete the “Polio First” campaign in 6 municipalities. 
• Start reconstruction of some 24 schools. 
• Introduce inter-active learning and other innovations into ten “model schools”. 
• Develop activities, training and study tours aimed at promoting youth participation in civil 

society and prevention of delinquency and high-risk behaviour such as drug and alcohol 
abuse. 

• Prepare and introduce a school curriculum on mine/UXO awareness and new mine/UXO 
awareness messages for radio and TV. 

• Encourage direct participation of children and adolescents in the media, through involvement 
in producing their own magazines, radio and TV programmes. 

• Ensure access of minorities to basic social services. 
 

FYR MACEDONIAFYR MACEDONIAFYR MACEDONIAFYR MACEDONIA    
Although the infant mortality rate in FYR Macedonia is in decline, down from 35.3 percent in 1990 to 
16.3 in 1998, according to the Government Statistical Office, it remains one of the highest in Europe 
in 1999. FYR Macedonia continues to be a low prevalence country for HIV/AIDS, though there is a 
high risk of a dramatic increase in the number of HIV/AIDS cases among drug users. There have 
been increased security incidents on the Kosovo-FYR Macedonia border. Unemployment is still 
estimated at more than 40 percent. 
 
Health and Nutrition 
Under the Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative, UNICEF renovated and opened 18 maternity wards of the 
largest hospitals in the country. This achievement, completed in a total of nine months, also included 
training of medical staff, production of information materials on breastfeeding for every new mother, 
and establishment of 70 Mother Support Groups throughout the country. With UNICEF funds, 14 
nurses in the national home visiting nursing system received one-month training in Slovenia to 
upgrade techniques and develop a new model for the country as part of UNICEF's larger project to 
rehabilitate the outreach childcare system. UNICEF also started support for FYR Macedonia's first 
HIV/AIDS telephone "helpline" and related public information campaign.  
 
UNICEF produced and printed in local languages 30,000 copies of "Welcome to Life" packages for 
distribution to every new mother in the country. The packages comprise booklets on the importance 
of breastfeeding, home safety, baby care, prevention and treatment of acute respiratory infections 
and diarrhoea. During the first half of 2000, projects also included health education in 88 villages, 
community water and sanitation rehabilitation in six pilot villages, and ongoing support for the 
provision of vaccines and the elimination of iodine deficiency disorders. 
 

Early Childhood Care and 
Development (ECCD), Primary 
Education and Youth 
Since January 2000, UNICEF has supported 
the ECCD programme in 600 villages and 
helped to identify ECCD centres for 
rehabilitation in 155 villages.  UNICEF also 
assisted in integrating refugee children into 
the school system, and where this was not 
possible, provided educational materials and 
equipment for classes within the refugee 
centres. The Interactive Learning programme 
continued to expand with the identification of 
20 "schools of excellence" to mentor other 
schools in interactive teaching methods as a 
major component of the strategy to cover all 
primary schools by the end of 2001. During 
the first half of the year, UNICEF also 
initiated a functional literacy project for some 
1,000 girls and women living in impoverished 
conditions. 
 
Children in Need of Special 
Protection Measures    

Key achievements include: training of 30 childcare professionals and NGO representatives in child 
rights; support for the expansion of a national child protection coalition spearheaded by the nation's 
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Ombudsperson for Children; and the training of 20 teachers to teach the CRC through interactive 
play techniques in kindergartens, some 330 primary schools and 92 secondary schools culminating 
in a nation-wide art competition.  
 
UNICEF facilitated the visit of the NGO Defence for Children International, which helped establish a 
national "juvenile justice committee" comprising government ministries, judges, lawyers, correctional 
workers and police. The committee will organise and participate in a seminar with social workers and 
other personnel involved with juvenile offenders to review and revise the juvenile justice legislation 
and system. UNICEF also completed an assessment of de-institutionalisation and has worked with 
the government to prevent any new admissions of children to public institutions. To this end, foster 
families and other alternative care mechanisms are being identified and established. During the first 
half of the year, UNICEF also supported a pilot project for 30 children working and/or living in the 
streets. The project provides education and support for their re-integration into the school system, 
shelter, and recreation activities. The national Ombudsperson for Children and Skopje's Centre for 
Social Work has started to develop a strategy for the expansion of the project to Skopje. 
 
Advocacy, Information and Social Mobilisation 
UNICEF sponsored a week-long regional youth festival with activities by and for youth from all over 
the region, with activities including debates on topics such as human rights and conflict resolution, 
journalism, photography, mobile theatre and design of a Web magazine. UNICEF also facilitated the 
production of the Government report for the UN General Assembly Special Session on Beijing +5. 
The training of a cadre of 20 TV, radio and print journalists in the reporting of abuse of child rights 
was organised and supported by UNICEF. Other advocacy activities included promoting the 
formation of a national Health Promotion Committee, and participation in the UN HIV/AIDS Theme 
Group that includes national counterparts and UN agencies. 
 
Priorities for September – December 
• Extend the Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative for the country's remaining maternity facilities with 

the objective of making FYR Macedonia the first country in Europe to have all of its hospitals 
"baby-friendly". 

• Have 50 percent of all pre-school age children enrolled in ECCD programmes, an increase 
from 10 percent at the beginning of 2000. 

• Establish an alternative care system for children with disabilities living in public institutions 
through the expansion of adoption, foster care, and community-based support. 

• Initiate a "harm reduction" project with local NGOs in four major cities to prevent HIV/AIDS 
and drug abuse. 

• Design and implement a project focusing on youth through the establishment of youth centres 
countrywide. 

 

ALBANIA 
 
Weakened further by the Kosovo crisis, the infrastructure for basic social services remains 
inadequate and a high infant mortality rate and malnutrition are serious public health problems. 
Children and women’s rights to protection are increasingly threatened by growing organised crime, 
including the trafficking in children and women for forced labour and sexual exploitation. There is a 
rise in the number of school dropouts, children living or working in the street, delinquency and 
domestic violence. Moreover, northern districts are affected by landmines and children are exposed 
daily to the risks of weapons and ammunition throughout the country. 
 
Health and Nutrition 
The main activities are aimed at strengthening primary health care services, capacity building of 
health personnel and improving traditional attitudes towards drinkable water. In particular, UNICEF 
delivered medical supplies to health centres, including drugs, equipment, immunisation related 
supplies, cold chain equipment and vaccines, and provided vehicles for the distribution of equipment, 
monitoring of service delivery and limited outreach services. In addition, an information package on 
the Integrated Management of Childhood Illnesses was translated into Albanian for use by health 
staff, the monitoring and supervision of the case management of diarrhoeal diseases and acute 
respiratory infections were ensured, and training in breastfeeding practices organised. UNICEF has 
also initiated a Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) to assess the social and economic situation 
of children and women. The survey, carried out in collaboration with government institutions (the 
National Committee of Woman and Children, Institute of Public Health, Faculty of Social Sciences 
and National Institute of Statistics) will serve as a basic document to prepare the end decade 
assessment. 
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Education and Child Protection 
Non-formal activities in 15 schools complementary to Integrated Community Services has included 
involving children in expressing themselves through painting school walls. One school has been 
rehabilitated, and education materials and recreation kits have been provided for schools and 
kindergartens. The Child Protection Programme focused on the reintegration of children working 
and/or living in the street into schools, organised an expert mission to develop recommendations for 
a comprehensive juvenile justice system in Albania and assisted in the rehabilitation of the network 
of Albanian kindergartens. 

 
Mine Awareness 
Support was provided to the training of 100 teachers 
(including training of trainers) to incorporate mine 
and weapon awareness into the school curriculum. 
Non-formal mine awareness education was also 
supported through a child-to-child project reaching 
some 20 schools, as was the preparation of three 
summer camps for children in co-operation with 
CARE and the Albanian Youth Council. An additional 
5,000 marking signs were provided and technical 
support given to the Albanian Mine Action Executive, 
including the promotion and monitoring the 
implementation of the Ottawa Landmine Treaty, 
recently ratified by the Albanian Parliament. 
 

Integrated Community Services 
Based on the Child-Friendly Spaces Initiative deployed during the Kosovo emergency, UNICEF has 
been building partnerships with twenty local communities to provide integrated community services 
for children. This project has contributed to the strengthening and expansion of services available to 
children and women in needy communities (health promotion, early childhood care, informal learning 
and community environmental management) through the promotion of integrated service delivery 
approaches that emphasise greater community involvement and ownership.  
 
Priorities for September – December 
• Mass immunisation campaign and support for maternity hospitals. 
• Support the creation of Child Friendly Schools to reach the most vulnerable, mainly Roma 

children. These schools have adopted a new approach to teaching and learning, using the 
interactive methodology and being open to non-formal and complementary learning, including life 
skills and healthy life styles. 

• Initiate pilot projects aimed at the establishment of a comprehensive juvenile justice system. 
• Incorporate mine & weapon awareness education into the school curriculum. 
• Consolidate and further develop ongoing Integrated Community Services projects with the aim to 

increase self-sufficiency. 
• Undertake a survey on the socio-economic situation at the district level. 
 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINABOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINABOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINABOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA    
While the immediate humanitarian needs of refugees and IDPs are stable, the nation-building 
process continues to only make gradual progress. The economy showed little growth and 
unemployment remained very high. Overall assistance from the international community continued to 
decline. Some progress was made on CRC issues and the country should finally make a long 
overdue report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child in Geneva. 
 
Health and Nutrition 
UNICEF continued to improve the effectiveness of the primary health care system through training 
and the provision of basic drugs, a continued supply of vaccines and support for Sub-National 
Immunisation Days for polio eradication. Preparation of management guidelines for acute respiratory 
infections and control of diarrhoeal diseases was completed. The number of “Schools for Pregnant 
Women”, the Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative and other support for increasing breastfeeding were 
expanded. Educational activities to reduce micronutrient deficiencies were continued. Health 
promotion activities in schools were expanded, with special emphasis on HIV/AIDS. 
 
Education and Mine Awareness 
UNICEF continued to support in-service teacher training using active learning methodologies in the 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Republika Srpska. Presently, 13 primary schools in 
the Federation and eight in the Republika Srpska have received technical and material support for 
approximately 500 primary school teachers and 14,000 children. Some 1,200 refugee children from 

Youth Parliaments 
Youth Parliaments were established in two out of 12
Prefectures with the view of increasing youth participation
in public debates. Around 10,000 young participated in the
elections and 54 percent of the elected are girls. The aim is
for the young to develop a plan of action regarding the
main problems they face at prefecture level to be
presented to the local authorities. This will enable to build a
bridge between the young and institutions and reduce the
high levels of frustration as a result of their not being given 
due consideration. 
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FRY, largely Roma living in camps, have received educational support, and approximately 800 
returnee children in both entities were provided with school materials. Mine awareness activities 
were supported in all primary schools and reinforced through theatre presentations, puppet shows 
and football clubs. Over 80 percent of the student population now receive mine awareness education 
and information in schools. Preparations for ECCD activities at 20 sites in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
took place and will commence in the school year 2000-2001. 

 
Children in Need of Special 
Protection Measures 
UNICEF continued to build national networks of 
playrooms for children in hospitals and integrated 
schooling for children with disabilities. Play and 
education activities for 1,200 refugee children aged 
7 to 14 were supported in collective centres in both 
entities, and sports and community activities for 
1,100 children returnees and others. Programmes 
to improve counselling services in primary and 
secondary schools continued throughout the 
country supported by the Norwegian Psychological 
Association and University of California in Los 
Angeles. The UNICEF-supported Primary Mental 
Health Care programme in the Republika Srpska 
continued successfully to reach a wide network of 
community centres. 
 

Advocacy, Information and Social Mobilisation 
Reports on the status of child rights in Bosnia & Herzegovina were completed by both entities and will 
be submitted to the UN Committee for Child Rights. Preparation of the National Plan of Action for 
Children (NPA) for the period 2001-10 was initiated in co-operation with relevant ministries in both 
entities to define priorities for children, plan activities and budgets for protection of children. Training 
on child rights for 150 pedagogues and teachers was completed. Some 3,000 children, including 328 
children within the project assisting inter-entity return in areas of Prijedor and Sanski Most, 
participated in the child rights workshops.  UNICEF initiated co-operation with the Soros Foundation's 
Debate Centre in Bosnia & Herzegovina to ensure promotion of the Youth Agenda within UNICEF’s 
Global Movement for Children. Youth debates and discussions around the themes such as changes 
in education and participation in the political life of the state serve to promote new policies on youth.  
 
A network of six radio stations producing children’s radio programmes focusing on substance abuse, 
AIDS/HIV prevention and delinquency was established, including Radio ZID's Web site for children. 
TV programmes for children produced and broadcast in the Federation focused on health issues for 
younger children and used televised debates to attract the participation of young people from Serbia, 
Montenegro and Croatia. 
 
Priorities for September – December 
• Achieve and certify polio eradication, external review of the immunisation programme. 
• Complete and officially publish the results of the end-decade reporting process, including a 

Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey. The aim of this process is to review the achievements for 
children in Bosnia & Herzegovina in the past decade based on the Goals of the Global Summit 
for Children held in 1990 in preparation of the 2001 UN General Assembly Special Session on 
Children.  

• Initiate the NPA for Children planning process as a part of preparation for the 2001 UN General 
Assembly Special Session on Children. 

• Support the continuation of in-service teacher training using active learning methodologies and 
the preparation of mine awareness material for pre-schools and secondary schools. 

• Open classrooms for disabled children in seven schools, bringing the total supported to 18, and 
extend project activities with parents and communities following a major external evaluation. 

 

CROATIACROATIACROATIACROATIA    
Following elections in January 2000, the new Government renewed Croatia’s commitment to the 
programme of refugee and IDP return. There are approximately 70,000 internally displaced and 
refugee Croats from Bosnia and Herzegovina in Croatia and an estimated 150,000 Croatian Serbs, 
the majority of whom sought refuge in FRY, who potentially can be included in the return process. If 
the programme of return is to be successful, Croatia needs to co-ordinate closely with the 
international community in creating the conditions for sustainable return. The deteriorating economic 
situation is marked by an external debt of US$ 6 billion in a country of some 4.5 million inhabitants. 

Multi-ethnic Camps, Sports Activities and
Mine Awareness Messages  
UNICEF, together with the Ministries of Sports from both
entities, organised multi-ethnic summer camps for school-aged 
children. The camps functioned simultaneously in three
locations in Bosnia and Herzegovina (two in the Federation
and one in Republika Srpska) during three weeks in August.
Organised activities included recreational games, drawings,
playing social games, covering topics of mine awareness, first
aid and the dangers of drugs use. Approximately 500 children
benefited from this activity which opens up future possibilities
to stimulate organising gatherings of children from the three
main ethnic groups in the country. This is the first initiative to
bring together children from the different ethnic groups in the
country to be supported by UNICEF. 
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Education for Development  
UNICEF is supporting the integration of “education for
development” into the pre-service training of future teachers.
This promotes the development of values such as global
solidarity, peace, tolerance, social justice and environmental
awareness and the equipping of children and young people
with knowledge and skills to promote these values and
introduce them into their own lives and communities.   
An optional course on education for development, supported
by UNICEF, is offered at the Academy of Pedagogy in
Zagreb. It demonstrates participatory, learner-centred 
approaches in subjects ranging from maths to physical
education, from language to visual arts, introducing methods
that encourage children to communicate, co-operate and 
respect each other's contributions. A manual for teachers of
grades one to four of primary schools was produced,
showing how education for development principles can be
achieved in regular classes.  

As a result children who have grown up in displacement and war zones are exposed to difficult socio-
economic conditions.  

 
Healthy Life Styles Promotion 
UNICEF continued to support activities promoting the improvement of health and hygiene behaviour 
of primary and secondary school children. 
 
UNICEF supported courses on family planning, contraception, sexually transmitted infections and 
HIV/AIDS for 225 adolescents. “Youth for Youth” groups organised 25 public discussions for over 
2,500 children and adolescents covering topics on HIV/AIDS, alcohol abuse, smoking and 
reproductive rights. In order to improve the health and nutrition status of infants, UNICEF continued 
both to promote breastfeeding and to assist maternity hospitals to become baby-friendly. In this 
regard, UNICEF supported the training of 315 patronage nurses. In order to achieve child-friendly 
conditions in paediatric wards, UNICEF supported the training of 130 physicians and nurses. Support 
in monitoring the implementation of legislation on salt iodisation continued with the aim of eliminating 
iodine deficiency disorders. 

Education for Child Development 
and Participation 
UNICEF supported the improvement of the 
quality and relevance of education through the 
development of coping and peaceful problem 
solving skills and tolerance in multi-ethnic 
communities. Workshops and seminars were 
held for over 700 school teachers and 54 
pedagogues and psychologists. Sessions in 
peaceful problem solving were held in 50 primary 
schools, reaching 1,600 pupils and 80 teachers. 
Materials were prepared and seminars held to 
train teachers in educating children on the 
dangers of mines and weapons. UNICEF 
promoted access for pre-school children to 
ECCD through supporting programmes in model 
“Centres for Family”. Six playrooms and 
supporting seminars for leaders and moderators 
of programmes was organised in the Centre in 
Zagreb. 

Child Rights Promotion 
UNICEF promoted increased awareness of children’s rights and facilitated the effective 
implementation and monitoring of the CRC through providing child rights materials and providing 
support for the implementation of the National Plan of Action for Children. Workshops were held for 
150 children to address the growing concern of adolescent suicides, and for over a hundred care 
providers and teachers on family therapy focusing on children and adolescents among vulnerable 
groups of refugees, IDPs and families in the process of resettlement. UNICEF prepared a manual 
and materials and supported seminars for 75 professionals from the social welfare system, justice 
departments and humanitarian institutions to raise awareness of the rights of juvenile offenders, with 
emphasis on educational methods and measures for social integration. 
 
Priorities for September Priorities for September Priorities for September Priorities for September –––– December December December December 
• Continue support to health promotion activities by providing training to teachers and adolescents 

on healthy life styles. 
• Continue to promote breastfeeding as the best infant feeding practice, through the training of 

health professionals and new mothers and by supporting the Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative and 
the establishment of breastfeeding support groups in communities. 

• Continue to support peaceful problem solving in schools and youth centres for youth peer 
mediation. 

• Accelerate ECCD activities. 
• Extend direct psychosocial assistance to refugees, returnees and IDPs through the continued 

training of care providers in communities with a high number of such vulnerable groups. 
 
 

AREA COAREA COAREA COAREA CO----OOOORDINATION, ADVOCACY, INFORMATION RDINATION, ADVOCACY, INFORMATION RDINATION, ADVOCACY, INFORMATION RDINATION, ADVOCACY, INFORMATION 
AND MEDIAAND MEDIAAND MEDIAAND MEDIA    
The UNICEF Special Representative oversees the overall co-ordination of programmes in FRY, 
including Kosovo, FYR Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia as well as co-ordination 
with the UNICEF Representative in Albania. The UNICEF Area Office for the Balkans has been 
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responsible for the management and monitoring of donor funds for the five countries and for 
reporting to donors on programme activities. Centralised information on UNICEF activities and the 
situation in the region has been maintained by the Area Information Unit that has also overseen 
media relations. 
 
Sectoral co-ordination meetings for programme staff from different UNICEF offices provided the 
opportunity for information exchange on lessons learnt and updating on best programme practices. 
The Area Office also co-ordinated and supported the development of preparedness planning in the 
area and provided technical and operational advice on security matters to UNICEF staff. 
 
UNICEF was instrumental in the establishment of a Working Group on Young People within the 
Education and Youth Task Force of the Stability Pact. With the support of the Area Office for the 
Balkans and other UNICEF offices in the region, young people as well as youth groups participated 
in the expanded meeting of the Working Group on Young People in April in Budapest. With the 
assistance of UNICEF and partners, the working group’s agenda was expanded beyond key themes 
of participation, democratic citizenship, tolerance, peace building and education, to include HIV/AIDS 
and healthy lifestyle issues.  
 
UNICEF is further supporting the General Education working group and within its framework 
contributes to comprehensive thematic education reviews carried out by the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development for all countries in the sub-region. 
 
In co-ordination with the Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights, OSCE, the Council of 
Europe, IOM and other partners, the Area Office initiated an assessment of the situation of trafficking 
in women and children in the Southeastern Europe. The report summarises the overall situation and 
contains an inventory of existing regional and country level initiatives by governments, international 
agencies and NGOs. It provides a practical tool for the co-ordination of efforts to combat trafficking of 
women and children, particularly within the context of the Trafficking Task Force of the Stability Pact. 
 
The Area Office has further provided support to the OSCE initiative on children in armed conflict and 
strengthened cooperation with various regional and sub-regional organisations. 
 
Priorities for September Priorities for September Priorities for September Priorities for September –––– December December December December    
• Continue to advocate for the promotion, protection and policy reform of children’s rights within 

the context of the Stability Pact and support the development of linkages between the Stability 
Pact and UNICEF’s global concerns in areas of children in armed conflict and the global 
agenda for the 21st century. 

• Advocate for the signature and ratification by States Parties of the Optional Protocols to the 
CRC concerning the involvement of children in armed conflict and on the sale of children, child 
prostitution and child pornography. Encourage States Parties and other political entities to 
initiate the implementation of these Optional Protocols. 

• Develop a regional project supporting capacity building of civil society to advocate for policy 
changes and reform, with emphasis on empowerment of women and girls. 

• Ensure gender mainstreaming in UNICEF programmes in Southeastern Europe. 
• Sub-regional evaluation of UNICEF programmes related to children in armed conflict. 
• Technical support to policy reform on child rights related issues (education, health and child 

protection). 
 

IMMEDIATE PROSPECTSIMMEDIATE PROSPECTSIMMEDIATE PROSPECTSIMMEDIATE PROSPECTS    
Much of the area remains affected by actual or simmering ethnic conflicts, while political tensions 
remain high and are exacerbated by fragile post-war economies. In Serbia, the political situation and 
economic decline indicate that no significant improvement in the humanitarian situation will be made 
in the near future. In Montenegro, tensions with the Federal Government and internal political 
tensions also foster instability, as do the political and legal status of Kosovo and the aspirations of its 
Albanian majority. 
 
Recovery and rehabilitation needs to be supported in Albania, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
FYR Macedonia. The interrelated causes of tension in the region underline the need to support not 
only the victims of crisis, but also a continued investment in sustainable peace for the region.  It is 
thus necessary to maintain a regional perspective for the development of effective strategies for 
longer-term stability in the region, as well as region-wide preparedness planning. 
 
Within the framework of the CRC and CEDAW, UNICEF will continue to advocate for children’s and 
women’s rights and support service provision in education, health and nutrition, and psychosocial 
support with particular attention to vulnerable groups, including minorities, refugees and IDPs. 
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SOUTHEASTERN EUROPESOUTHEASTERN EUROPESOUTHEASTERN EUROPESOUTHEASTERN EUROPE        
Funding of UNICEF Programmes  
Donor Contributions and Pledges 
Received in 2000 (US$)* 

 

 As of 1 September 2000

Governments, EU and World BankGovernments, EU and World BankGovernments, EU and World BankGovernments, EU and World Bank  38,080,94638,080,94638,080,94638,080,946  
Canada 1,917,803
France 459,660
Ireland 169,479
Japan 3,251,829

Japan (UN Trust Fund for Human Security) 12,000,000
Liechtenstein 31,447

Norway 1,549,945
Sweden 1,152,400

Switzerland 450,000
United Kingdom 4,098,383

United States 12,000,000
World Bank 1,000,000 

UNICEF National CommitteesUNICEF National CommitteesUNICEF National CommitteesUNICEF National Committees  6,367,846 6,367,846 6,367,846 6,367,846 
Belgium 957,690
Canada 28,908 

Denmark 123,533
Germany 3,180,098

Italy 20,763
Japan 213,765

Netherlands 38,207
Spain 773,540

Sweden 318,864
Switzerland 416,327

Turkey 57,000
United Kingdom 239,151

UN, NGOs and OtherUN, NGOs and OtherUN, NGOs and OtherUN, NGOs and Other  1,234,9871,234,9871,234,9871,234,987  
Council of Europe 80,402

Tetsuko Kuroyanagi 999,600
UNAIDS 150,000

UNICEF Oman 4,985
TOTALTOTALTOTALTOTAL  45,683,77945,683,77945,683,77945,683,779  

        
* including 5% indirect programme support.  
N.B. The contribution figures shown in this table are not necessarily 
an extract of UNICEF financial records. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 


