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Newly arrived refugees receiving blankets and other non-food items when they 
arrived at Bidibidi Reception Centre. (c) UNHCR / J. Kosaka. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 5,177 people fled to Uganda from South Sudan on the 24th and 25th October.  

 The population of Bidibidi settlement in Yumbe District increased by 2,254 
and now stands at 166,152 refugees.  

 Two new water sources have been identified, which will increase access to 
water for refugees in Bidibidi settlement, and work is underway to ensure 
these are operational as soon as possible. Providing sufficient water to 
refugees in Bidibidi Zones 2, 3 and 4 is an ongoing challenge, with previous 
sources providing an insufficient volume to meet the growing demand of the 
settlement. In addition, the capacity of the water treatment plant in Obongo 
will be increased to provide additional water to refugees in Bidibidi. 

 Community leaders in Bidibidi Zone 1 have agreed to mobilize their 
community structures to assist with the collection of data on the most 
vulnerable community members in need of shelter assistance. 150 shelters 
will be constructed in the next few days for those with specific needs, such as 
pregnant women, the elderly and disabled. 

 

KEY FIGURES 

Daily arrival figures from July 
2016 are based on manual 
emergency registration or 
head-counts/wrist-banding. 
Confirmed figures will be 
available as the new arrivals 
undergo biometric registration. 
Figures prior to July are from 
the Government’s Refugee 
Information Management 
System (RIMS). 
 

2,457 
Number of new arrivals on Monday 

24th October 

 

2,720 
Number of new arrivals on Tuesday 

25th October 

318,987 
Number of new arrivals in 2016 

509,154 
Total number of South Sudanese 

refugees in Uganda 

 

 

PRIORITIES 

 Address water, sanitation and 
hygiene issues, specifically 
provision of adequate water 
supply to the growing 
population in Bidibidi 
settlement. 

 Improving road conditions 
and access to Bidibidi Zone 4. 

 Construction of food 
distribution points in Bidibidi 
Settlement. 

 Ensure female leadership 
participation in Refugee 
Welfare Councils (RWCs). 
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UPDATE ON SITUATION 

 Border points - Keyi and Kerwa: The majority of refugees arriving at Kei and Kerwa Collection Centres are from 
Kajo-Keji, Lainya, Morobo and Yei counties in Central Equatoria State. Most reported fighting and insecurity as their 
reasons for fleeing South Sudan.  

 Border points - Oraba, Kuluba and Busia: Refugees are continuing to travel through DRC to enter Uganda via the 
Salamsala border. New arrivals from South Sudan crossed the border through the entry point at Angili. According to 
their reports, the security situation is continuing to deteriorate in Morobo and Yei, Central Equatoria. 

 Border points - Palorinya and Laropi: 310 individuals were relocated to Bidibidi settlement in Yumbe District. 
Refugees are reportedly fleeing South Sudan due to looting, lack of functioning social services, and harassment and 
killing of civilians by armed groups. 

 Elegu Collection Point: A total of 175 new arrivals from South Sudan were reported at Elegu Collection Point, 
Adjumani district. Refugees continue to cite the frail security situation in the country as their reason for seeking 
refuge in Uganda. They report incidents of abduction, sexual abuse and looting of properties in South Sudan, 
particularly in Magwi County. All new arrivals were registered and transported to Bidibidi Settlement.  Whilst in 
transit, a nurse was attached to the convoy to travel with the refugees and attend to any medical problems.  

 Ocea/Rhino: 513 individuals were biometrically registered through the Refugee Information Management System 
(RIMS) at Ocea Reception Centre. 

 Sanitation and hygiene: The construction of communal latrines in Bidibidi Zone 4 is underway, with 142 having been 
completed between 24th and 25th October. A total of 3,592 latrines have been built in Bidibidi settlement. 

 Livelihoods: A Livelihoods sector working group meeting was held on 25th October, in which it was agreed that a 
household economy assessment and a market assessment would be conducted to understand livelihood needs in 
Bidibidi settlement. Agricultural activities are being implemented in Bidibidi Zones 1 and 2, and cash-for-work 
activities will be carried out in Bidibidi Zone 2 involving construction of shelters for the most vulnerable community 
members.  

 Health: Eight cases of dysentery were reported in Bidibidi Zone 3 (compared to 29 in the previous reporting period 
of 21-23 October). The provision of healthcare and nutrition services is ongoing in all four Zones, and a mobile 
outreach unit now provides healthcare services in Bidibidi Zone 4.  

 Protection: A monitoring visit was conducted at Protection Information Points (PIPs) in Bidibidi Zone 3, with the 
objective of strengthening timely reporting of response and follow up for particularly vulnerable refugees (persons 
with specific needs (PSNs)). A refresher session on the different categories of PSNs was conducted for protection 
staff at the PIP desks. There are currently sixteen PIPs, including six in Zone 1; three in Zone 2; five in Zone 3 and two 
in Zone 4. Among these, two desks are mobile and follow the relocation of refugees. 

 Child Protection: Standard Operating Procedures for Child Protection in Bidibidi Settlement have been drafted, and 
will be finalised after expert input on prioritisation criteria, procedures for identification of children at risk, specific 
procedures for Unaccompanied Minors (UAMs), case management, case follow up (alternative care, medical care, 
psychosocial support, legal and judicial assistance, education and vocational training, material support, and family 
unification), monitoring and case closure procedures.  

 Child protection: A screening procedure for children at risk will be established at various points in Bidibidi including 
schools, early childhood development centres, child friendly spaces, and health and maternity clinics. 

 Sexual and gender-based violence: Eight cases of sexual and gender-based violence were reported in Bidibidi 
settlement. One case of denial of resources was referred to protection staff for relocation. Another case of denial of 
resources, in which the husband had denied the wife opportunity to access family planning services, was mediated 
at family level with community leaders, and the couple have agreed to continue using family planning services. One 
case of sexual assault, in Bidibidi Zone 2, was referred to police for security. Four cases of emotional violence were 
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identified and counselled, and the women involved were referred to support centres for further psychosocial 
support and peer counselling. 

 Sexual and gender-based violence: A meeting was held between protection staff, technicians and the recently 
elected Refugee Welfare Council representatives in village 6, Bidibidi Zone 2, to identify locations for the installation 
of three solar lights, to discuss the benefits of the lights for the community and the community’s responsibility to 
maintain them.  

 

OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

 The provision of clean water to refugees in Bidibidi remains an operational priority, as the continued influx of 
refugees from South Sudan means the demand for water is growing. 

 A review of outstanding needs in all zones of Bidibidi settlement is ongoing. Households without solar lanterns will 
be provided with them as soon as possible. Distribution of solar lanterns will improve the security conditions of 
women and children after dark, and also enable refugees to charge their mobile phones. 

 Mapping of housing needs for the most vulnerable refugees is ongoing with representatives of Refugee Welfare 
Councils in villages 6, 7, 11 and 14 of Bidibidi Zone 1.  

 It has been recommended that agriculture-based livelihood activities for refugees could complement the current 
food distribution, and allocation of land for agricultural purposes should be expedited.  

 Strengthening of community sensitisation to encourage women’s involvement in income generation activities, in 
order to supplement livelihoods for refugees in Bidibidi settlement. 
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Contacts: 

Government of Uganda (OPM) Coordination Contacts: 

David Apollo Kazungu, Commissioner for Refugees, dakazungu@gmail.com, Tel.: +256 (0) 776 411 448 

Douglas Asiimwe, Principal Refugees Protection Officer, asiimwedw@yahoo.com, Tel.: +256 (0) 772 969 054 

John Alinaitwe, Senior Settlement Officer, comdt2k@yahoo.co.uk, Tel.: +256 (0) 772 425 718 

Titus Jogo, Refugee Desk Officer, Adjumani, Tel: +256 (0) 392 725 718 

Solomon Osakana, Refugee Desk Officer Arua, Tel: +256 (0)772 854 919 

Robert Baryamwesiga, Settlement Commandant Bidibidi, Yumbe, Tel: +256 (0)774 983 650 

Armitage Basikania, Settlement Commandant, Rhino Camp, Arua, Tel: +256 (0)774 173 966 

 

UNHCR Coordination Contacts: 

Nasir Fernandes, Senior Emergency Coordinator, fernandn@unhcr.org, Tel.: +26 (0) 776 730 013 

Jens Hesemann, Senior Field Coordinator, hesemann@unhcr.org, Tel: +256 (0) 772 701 011 

 

Media and Reporting Contact: 

Charlie Yaxley, Associate External Relations Officer, yaxley@unhcr.org, Tel: +256 (0)776 720 045 

 

Data and Information Management Contact: 

Abdelrahman Jaber, Associate Information Management Officer, jaber@unhcr.org, Tel: +256 (0)772 701 057 

 

Links: 

South Sudan Regional portal  - The number of South Sudanese refugees reaches 1 million mark 

mailto:yaxley@unhcr.org
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=229
http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/9/57dbb5124/number-south-sudanese-refugees-reaches-1-million-mark.html

