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10 Sep 2007— 
WHO Eastern 
M e d i t e r r a n e a n 
Region Deputy 
Regional Director 
Dr  Moha med 
Jama, Director 
General for Hu-
manitarian Action 
and Crises (HAC) Dr. Ala Alwan and WHO 
Representative Dr Mohamed Abdurrab to-
gether with HQ delegates visited Southern 
Sudan to meet with the Minister of Health of 
GoSS and GoNU  and other key players  to 
discuss the technical process in strategizing 
the country’s cooperation of WHO, in accor-

The Joint Program Review and Planning Mission (JPRM), which determines what WHO 
shall be doing in the coming biennium 2008-2009 was held  in two sessions. The first session 
was conducted in Juba, from 18-21 September 2007, chaired by the Head of Office- WHO 
Southern Sudan, Dr Abdullahi Ahmed. A team from EMRO and Khartoum led by Regional 
Advisor PME- Dr. Bassiri Susanne, Representative of WRO- Sudan Dr Salah Haithami and 
Dr Siddiqi Shaahwaliullah conducted the training on Result Based Management in WHO, as 
a base for JPRM exercise. Participants from FMoH, MoH- GoSS and WHO staff in Juba ac-
tively participated in the first JPRM held in Southern Sudan. 

As an out come of the first session, FMoH and MoH- GoSS agreed on the priority areas for 
the 2008-2009 biennium. 

 

 

 

The second session of JPRM was held in Khartoum from 8- 11th of October 2007, chaired by 
WR- Sudan Dr Mohamed Abdurrab, to follow up on the outcome of the first session. A team 
of advisors from the regional office, led by the Assistant Regional Director- Dr Abdullah 
Assa'edi,  facilitated the team planning session. Work Plans were prepared, analyzed and 
agreed upon by FMoH and MoH- GoSS for biennium 2008-2009. 

dance with the country’s National Develop-
ment Plan (NDP).  

WHO EMRO Deputy Regional Director Dr 
Mohamed Jama, WHO (HAC) Asst Director  
General Dr Ala Alwan and WR Dr Mohamed 

WR Sudan Dr Mohamed Abdurrab and Head of Office Southern Sudan Dr Abdullahi 
Ahmed  during a meeting with health officials in Southern Sudan 

Joint Program Review and Planning Mission (JPRM) 

Priority AreaPriority AreaPriority AreaPriority Area    Number of Work PlansNumber of Work PlansNumber of Work PlansNumber of Work Plans    
Primary Health Care 12 

Communicable Diseases 17 
Health System Development 8 
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The technical 
officer in Health 
System Develop-
ment in WHO 
Southern Sudan, 
responsible for 
Essential Medi-
cines and Phar-
maceutical Pol-
icy (EMP) and 
H u m a n  R e -
s o u r c e s  f o r 
Health (HRH), 
Dr. Besrat Hagos 
attended the WHO/UNICEF Technical Briefing Seminar 
(TBS) on Essential Medicines Policies, and the First Global 
Meeting for the WHO Regional and Country Advisors on 
Medicines, which were held at the WHO headquarters, in 
Geneva, Switzerland from October 8- 12, October and 15 – 19 
October, 2007, respectively .  

The objectives of the TBS seminar were to: 

• have a general understanding of the most common prob-
lems in the pharmaceutical sector in developing and transi-
tional countries; and to share experiences in addressing these 
challenges; 

• have a general understanding of how WHO and the 
UNICEF Supply Division support developing and transi-
tional countries in strengthening the pharmaceutical sector; 

• appreciate the importance of National Drug Policies as 
the best approach to make essential medicines of good qual-
ity available to all who need them, and ensure the rational 
use of medicines; 

• be aware of ways to strengthen collaboration with WHO 
and other organizations supporting the pharmaceutical sector 
in developing and transitional countries; 

• understand the impact of international agreements on 
pharmaceuticals; 

• be aware of current issues such as pharmacovigilance, 
pricing issues, traditional medicines and counterfeit medi-
cines. 

The seminar was organized and facilitated by senior staff 
members of the WHO Department of Medicines Policy and 
Standards and the Department of Technical Cooperation for 
Essential Drugs and Traditional Medicines, with a session on 
Procurement by staff of UNICEF. Participants were of diverse 
backgrounds, including WHO country advisors on essential 
medicines, staff of Ministries of Health, academicians, and 

NGO staff working on pharmaceutical matters. 

The seminar consisted of presentations, interactive sessions, 
discussions and group work, and was conducted in highly 
conducive and collegial atmosphere. The dominating topics 
in the formal and informal discussions were the issue of ac-
cess to good quality, efficacious and safe medicines, with 
focus on medicines prices and the effective utilization of the 
flexibilities of the Trade Related aspects of Intellectual Prop-
erty agreements, and the impact of globalization.  

In the course of the seminar the participants also participated 
in an update meeting on the objectives and activities of the 
recently established UN agency for the procurement of phar-
maceuticals UNITAID. Copies of the reprint of the first edi-
tion of the WHO model list of essential medicines (1977) 
were also made available to participants, as part of the com-
memoration of the 30th anniversary of the essential medicines 
concept 

The First Global Meet-
ing for WHO Medi-
cines Regional and 
Country Advisors was 
held in Geneva, Swit-
zerland, from 15-19 
October 2007. The 
Meeting was organ-
ized and facilitated by 
senior staff members of 
the Department of 
Medicines Policy and 
Standards and the Department of Technical Cooperation for 
Essential Drugs and Traditional Medicines, with additional 
presentations by regional and country advisors on various 
region-specific topics. 

During the meeting a review of the 30 years’ achievements of 
the essential medicines programme was presented and vari-
ous tools for the assessment and monitoring of the pharma-
ceutical sector discussed. Key topics included the gap be-
tween development and implementation of National Medi-
cines Policies, the challenges related to human resources for 
pharmaceutical services, especially in resource limited coun-
tries, factors that affect access to good quality, safe and effica-
cious essential medicines and the challenges of combating 
counterfeit and substandard medicines. 

A draft report on the evaluation of the WHO Medicines 2003 
–2007, conducted by independent consultants was presented, 
extensively discussed and additional inputs made by partici-
pants. A draft WHO Medicines Strategy (2008 – 2013) was 
also presented and discussed. 

    
    

    Health System Development UpdateHealth System Development UpdateHealth System Development UpdateHealth System Development Update    

WHO/UNICEF Technical Briefing Seminar, Geneva, Switzerland, 8-�� October �007 
and the First Global Meeting for WHO Regional and Country Advisors on Medicines, 

Geneva, Switzerland, �5-�9 October �007  

Picture taken during Technical Briefing Seminar held in 
Geneva, Switzerland 

A Group picture taken during First Global meet-
ing for WHO Regional & Country Advisers on 
Medicines. 
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• initial training program to start with    
and the programs added later 

• yearly intake of students for the first 
three years, 

• curriculum to be used 

• selection of trainers and administra-
tive staff 

• training of trainers 

• employment of trainers and other 
staff 

• running and maintenance costs 

 

Following the workshop, WHO team 
travelled to Rumbek to assess hostel 
which was partly constructed  last year; 
discussions were held towards its com-
pletion along with few readjustments in 
design, in order to accommodate the 
educational centre.  

 

As part of the strengthening of the phar-
maceutical regulatory system in South-
ern Sudan, WHO provided technical and 
financial support to MOH/GOSS to or-
ganise a three-day technical meeting to 
draft Southern Sudan Pharmacy and 
Drugs Bill. Participants of the meeting 
included the staff of the Directorate of 
Pharmaceutical Services, GOSS, Direc-
tors of Pharmaceutical Services of four 
State Ministries of Health and the phar-
macist in charge of pharmaceutical pro-
curement at the Pharmaciens Sans Fron-
tiers (PSF). The establishment and 
strengthening of pharmaceutical inspec-
torate as a top priority at the central and 
state levels in Southern Sudan was also 
discussed in the same technical meeting. 

Since WHO has recently received part of 
required funds for establishment of a 
health training institute in Rumbek from 
the Italian Corporation, a two-day work-
shop was held in Rumbek, Lakes State to 
plan and start the activities. The WHO 
team worked in close collaboration with 
State Ministry of Health of Lakes State,  
Italian Cooperation as the donor and 
NGOs which could contribute to the pro-
ject. The objectives of this workshop 
were to jointly plan for the process, iden-
tify areas for additional support for the 
project by other partners, and come to a 
consensus on some related issues, which 
needed clarifications.  

During this workshop it was decided 
that considering the limitations, the con-
struction of the building and initiation of 
different programs will be done in two 
phases. In phase one;  completion of hos-
tel, construction of an essential part of 
the educational building and initiation of 
nursing program will take place, fol-
lowed by construction of other parts of 
the school and initiation of nurse mid-
wifery program and other programs in 
the second phase. Some of the issues 
discussed and decided include: 

• essential required construction 

    
    

    Health System Development UpdateHealth System Development UpdateHealth System Development UpdateHealth System Development Update    

Drafting of Southern 
Sudan Pharmacy and 

Drugs Act 

Establishment of a Health Sciences Institute in 
Rumbek  

Provision of Teaching Aids  

In order to support training of nursing 
and allied health students, some medical 
instruments, supplies for cleaning 
wounds and dressing, simple diagnostic 
equipment such as; stethoscopes, sphyg-
momanometers and otoscopes, etc., were 
provided to Juba health training centres 
and teaching hospital. 
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Approximately 86% of health service in 
Southern Sudan is provided by Non 
Governmental organization (NGO) 
(CHAS Survey, 2007). The shrinking of 
humanitarian funding in recent months 
as well as the limitation of some NGO-
mandates to emergency situations, as 
opposed to current recovery and devel-
opment status of Southern Sudan, WHO 
as a Health Sector lead, took the initiative 
in coordinating with other agencies and 
partners in a rapid assessment of health 
service situation in Southern Sudan, aim-
ing at understanding the magnitude of 
the situation and estimated funding gap. 

A total number 29 of health implement-
ing partners (21 International and 8 local 
NGOs) participated in the assessment; of 
which 15 NGOs reported funding gaps 

    
    

    Emergency Humanitarian ActionEmergency Humanitarian ActionEmergency Humanitarian ActionEmergency Humanitarian Action    

Assessing humanitarian funding gap and its 
implication to primary health care services in S.Sudan 

WHO and Ministry of Health GoSS have intensified surveillance system at State level, 
to ensure early detection and response  to water borne and or  water related diseases. 
Increasing cases of snake bite have been reported in floods affected areas & WHO/ 
Ministry of Health have been working closely with other partners to ensure availabil-
ity of life-saving supplies to address the situation. Adequate supplies have been pre-
positioned at State levels for quick and effective responses. 

Public Health impacts on floods 

for year 2007. These funding gaps are for 
61 Primary health care Units, 30 Primary 
health care Centres, 2 Hospitals, 8 Spe-
cialized Units and 8 Outreach Services. It 
was noted that health partners would not 
be able to continue providing health ser-
vices adequately till the end of this year. 

It is estimated that a total of 1.8 Million 
USD are urgently required in order to 
sustain health services and to address 
immediate funding needs till the end of 
December, 2007; whilst a total of 3.7 Mil-
lion USD will be needed to cater for 
health services for the first quarter of 
2008. 

WHO is working closely with the UN 
office of resident coordinator and donor 
community in ensuring that the noted 
funding gap is addressed. 

Floods that 
started in July 
2007, in two 
States Upper 
Nile and 
Unity have 
been reported 
in four more-
States  includ-
ing Lakes, 
Eastern Equaitoria, 
Jonglei and North-
ern Barl El Ghazal. 
The effects of the 
floods have left 
thousands of 
households 
homeless. Heavy 
rain fall  continued to be reported in sev-
eral locations within Southern Sudan.  

Response to floods 
affected States  

A picture taken during an as-
sessment in floods affected 
areas in Lake state 

UN Work Plan Health and 
Nutrition Sector �008 

World Health Organization as the lead 
agency for health sector has been work-
ing with UNICEF, the lead agency for 
Nutrition in the development of the 
United Nation & partners work plan for 
Health and Nutrition -2008. 

The Health and Nutrition Sector worked 
in close collaboration with all partners – 
the Ministry of Health, NGOs and UN 
Agencies to ensure that the priorities of 
the Work Plan 2008 are reflective of the 
Ministry of Health strategic directions as 
well as being in line with the mandates 
and capabilities of the implementing 
partners. 

The strategic priorities and activities of 
the Work Plan 2008 have been developed 
to compliment and support the Ministry 
of Health 3-year Budget Plan 2008-2010, 
as well as the UNDAF 2009-2012. The 
result of this process is comprehensive 
and realistic. 

Emergency medical supplies 
propositioned in Wau 



• TOT training on IDSR in Lakes State 

• Training of officers in charge of 
health facilities in Lakes State 
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EWARN UpdateEWARN UpdateEWARN UpdateEWARN Update 

The s ituation on meningitis , 
AWD/Cholera, and ABD continued to 
stabilise in this period.  However, Mea-
sles outbreak was reported in Nanyan-
gachor in Kapoeta East County where a 
mass measles campaign was conducted 
earlier. Case management and other key 
interventions have been put in place.  
Support team from the State Ministry of 
health Eastern Equatoria has been sent 
on ground. Official report 14/10/2007 
indicates a cumulative total of 91 cases 
with no deaths as opposed to the initial 
report of 2000 cases with 800 deaths.  

Meanwhile, the number of reporting 
counties declined over this reporting 

Planned Activities for Next 
Month 

Acute watery Diarrhoea Acute watery Diarrhoea Acute watery Diarrhoea Acute watery Diarrhoea 
(AWD)/Chlra(AWD)/Chlra(AWD)/Chlra(AWD)/Chlra    

Acute bloody Diarrhoea Acute bloody Diarrhoea Acute bloody Diarrhoea Acute bloody Diarrhoea 
(ABD)(ABD)(ABD)(ABD)    

MeaslesMeaslesMeaslesMeasles    MeningitisMeningitisMeningitisMeningitis    

CASES DEATHS CASES DEATHS CASES DEATHS CASES DEATHS 
10105 402 2022 1 803 35 11987 673 

CFRCFRCFRCFR    4.0% CFR 0.05% CFR 4.4% CFR 5.6% 
Cumulative total cases  and deaths in Southern Sudan of the four outbreak disease conditions from Jan 1st to Oct 14th , 2007 

period due to the flooding that affected 
the states of Greater Behr el Ghazal and 
Upper Nile. 

No more cases of Hepatitis E have been 
registered in Lakes state where it was 
laboratory diagnosed on one sample and 
suspected to have affected 30 cases with 
100% case fatality rate (CFR).  On the 
same note cases of Acute Jaundice Syn-
drome have been reported in 5 Counties 
from 4 States. Distribution of Case defini-
tions and sample collection is on going.  
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General Situation and 
Measles Outbreak  

Cases and deaths i n south Sudan due to the f our  di sease outbr eak  condi t i ons 

f r om 1s t Sep to 14 Oct ,  2007
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AWD/CHOLERA ACUTE BLOODY DIARRHEA (ABD) MEASLES MENINGITIS

Installation of 
VHF Radios 

Flooding has been the main 
concern in the states of 
Warrap, Lakes, Northern 
Western Behr el Ghazal and 
greater upper Nile. WHO 
epidemiologists were ac-
tively involved in the as-
sessments and response 
activities to this emergency. 

In an effort to strengthen 
coordination and commu-
nication within and be-
tween States and MOH/
GOSS, WHO has installed 6 
base-radios, in 6 States and 
handed them over to the 
respective State Ministries 
of Health. 

Suspected Yellow Fever  

Suspected Conjunctivitis  

A problem of suspected conjunctivitis 
although not life threatening and with no 
eye sight complication so far, has proved 
a health and social nuisance this report-
ing period. It started in Juba and spread 
to more than 5 counties in 4 neighbour-
ing states. As of 14/10/2007, a cumula-
tive total of 2902 cases have been re-
ported. Lab investigation is on going and 
early results are negative for bacteria. 

Currently a suspected yellow fever re-
ported in two northern states (Sennar 
and White Nile) bordering the southern 
states of upper Nile and Unity, is under 
investigation though preliminary results 
from NAMRU are negative for yellow 
fever virus. 
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A case of poliomyelitis from wild polio 
virus type 1 was confirmed in a 30 month 
old child in southern Darfur in the sec-
ond week of October. Following that 
information Southern Sudan has pre-
pared itself for National Immunization 
Days (NIDs) and will implement the 
NIDs from the October 29 to November 
1, 2007 in the 4 states bordering Southern 
Darfur and a week later in all the other 
remaining states. 

Public announcements have been made 
about the outbreak and upcoming activi-
ties through the radios, communication 
to all field offices, ministry of health and 

Polio Program and EPI 
Activities 

NGOs. 

In the coming 2 weeks further intense 
activities will be carried out to respond 
with quality NIDs and community 
awareness in addition to enhancing sur-
veillance activities  

The micro-plans for all the remaining 12 
counties have been completed in the first 
week of October. The teams are now 
ready to start training of master trainers 
in these counties. Implementation is 
planned from mid- November, to be 
completed in December. 

AFP surveillance 

By October 20,2007 a total number of 99 
AFP cases were reported of the expected 
118 for the whole year. This makes the 
non-polio AFP rate 2.1 and the adequate 
stool collection rate was 88%. 

Routine EPI 

A workshop was conducted for all 10 
States EPI managers and 3 other EPI offi-
cers from counties of each state. The 
training focused mainly on Reaching 
Every District (RED) approach to in-
crease the immunization coverage in the 
states. The training was organized by 
MoH and facilitated by UNICEF and 
WHO. As per the recommendation of 

Mass Measles Campaign Surveillance Indicator  2004 2005 2006 2007 
Non- polio AFP rate  2.18 2.27 2.16 2.1 

Cases with adequate specimens  87 76 82.4 88.1 

Specimens in good condition 100 98 100 100 

Cases with NPEV detected  15 16 ��.8 17.6 
The table above shows achievements in the past four years.  

    
    

    EPI UpdateEPI UpdateEPI UpdateEPI Update    

previous review meetings, States are 
now forming State EPI Coordination 
committees to improve coordination and 
monitoring of EPI. 



Page 7 Health Update  Sep—Oct 2007 

Implementation of sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs) prevention and control, 
blood safety (BS) and universal precau-
tions (UP) activities have been initiated. 
Baseline assessment of STI, BS and UP 
practices commenced in October and 
findings will be available by the end of 
November 2007.  

A draft strategy for blood transfusion 
services has already been prepared and 
shall be discussed in the upcoming con-
sultative meeting to be held in Juba on 
November 21 2007. Guidelines for syn-
dromic management of STIs, appropriate 
clinical use of blood and blood products 
and UP are under development. 
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HIV/Aids Activities 

WHO, in collaboration with MOH and 
SSAC, organized stakeholders’ consulta-
tive forum from 10 to 11 October 2007, to 
review the draft Volun-
tary Counselling & 
Testing (VCT) guide-
lines for Southern Su-
dan.  Thirty-seven par-
ticipants, representing 
various Governmental, 
NGOs, UN agencies 
and PLHIV partici-
pated in the forum. The 
comments forwarded 
during this forum will 
be critical inputs to 
revise and finalize the 
guidelines. WHO – 
Southern Sudan will 
soon initiate revision of Stakeholders consultation forum reviewing draft VCT guidelines for S. Sudan 

Efforts are underway to scale up Anti 
retroviral Therapy (ART) services in 
Southern Sudan. WHO staffs have been 

News from the WHO HIV/
AIDS Programme team  

Dr Neway Gessesse Fida, 
MD, MPH, joined WHO – 
Southern Sudan on Octo-
ber 14 2007 as the Team 
Leader for HIV/AIDS 
Team. Dr Neway has 
brought his vast experience in the scale 
up of comprehensive HIV/AIDS preven-
tion, treatment and care services, antiret-
roviral therapy based on public health 
approach in resource poor settings, and 
Integrated Management of Adolescent 
and Adult Illness (IMAI). Dr Neway has 
previously worked in similar capacity for 
Family Health International under 
USAID/PEPFAR project and World 
Health Organization in Global Fund pro-
ject. 

Draft VCT Guidelines 

Scale up of ART Services 
in Southern Sudan 

Participants sharing ideas during the consultation forum  

the curriculum for training in testing and 
counselling,  training of counsellors and 
an assessment on gender mainstreaming 
to VCT care. 

deployed in order to support the initia-
tion phase of the ART site in Yei, up to 
the second week of October, 18 PLHIV 
have been registered and 9 of them have 
been started on ARV.  

WHO is aiming to have a fully functional 
ART site by mid November 2007. Advo-
cacy activities in order to scale up HIV/

AIDS services for populations of hu-
manitarian concern have been initiated. 
Interagency Standing Committee Guide-
lines for HIV/AIDS in Emergency Set-
tings adapted to Southern Sudan have 
been shared with UN partners and   
identification of implementing partners 
is in progress. 
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In order to improve the quality of per-
formance of community health workers; 
a five day training of trainers on Inte-
grated Essential Child Health Care was 
conducted in Rumbek. 16 participants  
from 4 states attended the training. This 
training was conducted jointly with UNI-
CEF, WHO and MOH. 

 

Objectives of the training 

 
1. To  train tutors/supervisors in South-
ern Sudan on teaching methodologies, 
tools and materials to teach Community 
Health Workers (CHWs) / Mother & 
Child Health Workers (MCHWs) and 
Village Volunteers (VVs) on general dan-
ger signs, cough or difficult breathing, 

    
    

    
Integrated Management of Childhood Illness Integrated Management of Childhood Illness Integrated Management of Childhood Illness Integrated Management of Childhood Illness     

Neglected Tropical DiseasesNeglected Tropical DiseasesNeglected Tropical DiseasesNeglected Tropical Diseases    

Activities of IMCI and IECHC  

diarrhoea, malaria, malnutrition, anaemia, 
teach and advise child's mother.   
 
2. To enable trainers to train other tutors. 
 

A workshop training on Active Case 
Search (ACS) for Guinea Worm was con-
ducted on 16 September 2007 in Yambio 
and Tambura. A total of 42 health work-
ers from Yambio, Nzara, Ibba, Maridi, 
Tambura and Ezo Counties were trained. 
The ACS exercise started after the train-
ing and it is still in progress. The training 
was conducted by MoH and WHO. 

Guinea Worm Eradication 
Program 

An out patient session of the IECHC case manage-
ment training 

Visceral Leishmaniasis (Kala azar) 

A participant in IECHC ToT teaching her colleagues in 
Rumbek town 

3. To enable tutors to transfer their 
knowledge and information on teach-
ing methodologies, tools and materi-

   Health workers treating patients with Guinea Worm 

The workshop on “Standardization of diagnosis and treatment protocols” for visceral leishmaniasis in Southern Sudan took place 
in Juba from 2 to 4 October, supported by WHO. Representatives from the main implementing partners, MoH and WHO, agreed 
on the new protocols to be used for diagnosis and treatment. Discussions on coordination aspects were also held. 

Sleeping Sickness 

A field mis-
sion was 
conducted in 
Lui hospital, 
W e s t e r n 
E q u a t o r i a 
State, from 
23 to 25 Sep-
tember 2007 
to assess the feasibility for implementing 
treatment of stage II patients with eflor-
nithine. Three weeks later, after all re-
quirements were met, a training work-
shop was conducted by WHO and treat-
ment of patients started on 20 October 
2007. A total of 12 health workers, 8 
nurses and 4 lab technicians, were 
trained. The training included two days 
of presentations and three weeks of in-
service training. This activity was done 
in close collaboration with MSF-Spain; 
who also did the provision of medicines 
and supplies for the treatment of the 
patients. Monthly and Ad Hoc coordina-
tion meetings have also been initiated 
from September at Juba level. 

Schistosomiasis and Soil 
Transmitted Helminths 

(STH) 
A prevalence survey on S. mansoni and 
STH was conducted among school aged 
children in Lui from 18-23 October. Re-
sults will be presented in the next update. 

Child admitted for treatment 
of Eflornithine in Lui 

Kala azar Workshop held in Juba 

Dr. Lagu, MoH, presenting general facts of 
kala azar in Southern Sudan 


